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Jack Amick, director of Global Migration for Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church.  
 

The recent news from the U.S. border that children are being held at government processing centers in unsanitary conditions is appalling. According to 

news reports, a physician found conditions in which young mothers are denied the ability to wash their babies’ bottles, children are intentionally sleep-

deprived because the center’s lights are never turned off, and older children oversee younger children.  

 

This news is alarming and disturbing because such practices are inconsistent with basic humanity and Christian principles of welcoming our neighbor and 

caring for “the least of these.” As Thomas Kemper, general secretary of Global Ministries has noted, “The main problem is not a lack of money, but that 

these measures at these government holding facilities are intended as punitive deterrent measures. The thing that is lacking is not money, but caring.” 

 

Partners of the United Methodist Committee on Relief indicate that access is denied to these processing centers and that previous attempts to provide 

blankets, hygiene kits and other items were rebuffed by federal officials. Outsiders are not permitted to enter these facilities except under extremely 

unusual circumstances. Unfortunately, there are some things we can’t fix without changes in government policy and practice. If churches want to help, 

they can pray, give, advocate for policy change and make hygiene kits that can be used in other settings along the border. 

 

Parallel to the abysmal conditions highlighted in the news at contracted federal detention centers, several transitional shelters along the border are run 

voluntarily by churches, providing assistance to migrants who have been cleared by ICE to travel onward to other locations in the U.S. These church-run 

transitional shelters offer a chance for people leaving the government holding facilities to regain dignity. At these shelters, persons are given clothing, 

food, an opportunity to shower and rest, as well as assistance connecting with relatives by phone as they arrange onward travel.  

 

In the last three months, UMCOR has delivered 46,128 hygiene kits to six church-run transitional shelters along the U.S.-Mexico border and given grants 

valued at $294,345 to fill gaps in capacity at these shelters. UMCOR is also funding several special initiatives to protect the legal rights of migrants along 

the border through National Justice For Our Neighbors (NJFON), which provides free or low-cost immigration legal services to migrants.  

 

Global Ministries encourages churches to give in support of the global migration Advance (#3022144) from which UMCOR issues grants to partners along 

the border and elsewhere and to advocate for policy change. Last week, Kemper issued a statement calling for United Methodists to do exactly that. The 

statement connected readers with advocacy resources produced by the General Board of Church and Society (GBCS), the advocacy arm of The United 

Methodist Church, Church World Service (CWS), a long-standing ecumenical partner engaged in refugee and immigration matters and NJFON. 

 

There are a lot of people caring for migrants along the border, but the federal government is engaging in practices that intend to overwhelm those 

networks of hospitality and strip those seeking asylum and welcome of their last vestiges of dignity and hope. The church is called in this time and place 

not only to give to help those in need but also to alleviate suffering by demanding changes in government policy and practice.  

 

https://advance.umcor.org/p-525-global-migration.aspx
https://www.umcmission.org/share-our-work/news-stories/2019/june/welcome-the-stranger-act-boldly-on-world-refugee-day


A Sunday of Solidarity for Suffering Children | Sunday, June 30 
 

In light of the recent news about children in U.S. government holding facilities along the U.S.-Mexico border, the United Methodist Committee on Relief has 
received numerous requests to respond. We have heard the plea for action from the church. Unfortunately, the facilities in question are managed in such a 
way that precludes even UMCOR’s assistance. Access to these government facilities is extremely limited. 

 

As the arm of The United Methodist Church mandated to cultivate and promote mission, the General Board of Global Ministries seeks to equip your church 
with tools to use as you confront the frustration and helplessness that this situation evokes. While this particular case is in the U.S., we recognize that 
migration is a global issue and the breadth and depth of our Global Migration programming at UMCOR and Global Ministries reflects that fact. 
 

The United Methodist Church official stance on Immigrants: The Book of Discipline – P 162, Section H: 

“Rights of Immigrants – We recognize, embrace and affirm all persons, regardless of country of origin, as members of the family of God.  We affirm 

the right of all persons to equal opportunities for employment, access to housing, health care, education, and freedom from social discrimination.  

We urge the Church and society to recognize the gifts, contributions, and struggles of those who are immigrants and to advocate for justice for all.  

We oppose immigration policies that separate family members from each other or that include the detention of families with children, and we call 

on local churches to be in ministry with immigrant families.” 

 

As a church that is united on the need to care for children, we can be in mission together. 
 

1. PRAY  
 
2. ACT - We encourage you to act on behalf of children. While we cannot take UMCOR hygiene kits to the U.S. government holding 
centers, we are distributing UMCOR hygiene kits at transitional shelters all along the US-Mexico border. In the last three months, UMCOR 
delivered 46,128 hygiene kits to six church-run transitional shelters. If you wish to assemble hygiene kits, “click” the link 
www.UMCOR.org or pick up a “recipe” at the back of the sanctuary. 
 
You can also act by calling your U.S. elected officials. The following link to the General Board of Church and Society will give you some 
suggestions on issues to raise with these officials. https://www.umcjustice.org/what-you-can-do/advocacy/take-action/stand-with-
immigrants-and-refugees 
 
3. GIVE - Finally, we encourage you to give on behalf of children. Through the Global Migration Advance 
(https://advance.umcmission.org/p-525-global-migration.aspx), UMCOR provides grants to organizations along the U.S. border and 
elsewhere around the world that are working to fill gaps in the needs and rights of migrants.  If you wish to give through Sewickley UMC,  
please indicate “migration” on your gift or through EasyTithe. 
 

http://www.umcor.org/
https://www.umcjustice.org/what-you-can-do/advocacy/take-action/stand-with-immigrants-and-refugees
https://www.umcjustice.org/what-you-can-do/advocacy/take-action/stand-with-immigrants-and-refugees
https://www.umcjustice.org/what-you-can-do/advocacy/take-action/stand-with-immigrants-and-refugees
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-525-global-migration.aspx


 

A PRAYER FOR SUFFERING CHILDREN 

 

God of All Children Everywhere, 

Our hearts are bruised when we see children suffering alone.  

Our hearts are torn when we are unable to help. 

Our hearts are broken when we have some complicity in the matter. For all the times we were too 

busy and shooed a curious child away, forgive us, oh God. 

For all the times we failed to get down on their level and look eye to eye with a child, forgive us, oh 

God. 

For all the times we did not share when we saw a hungry child somewhere in the world, forgive us, 

oh God. 

For all the times we thought about calling elected officials to demand change, but did not, forgive 

us, oh God. 

For all the times we thought that caring for the children of this world was someone else’s 

responsibility, forgive us, oh God.  

With Your grace, heal our hearts. With Your grace, unite us in action. 

With Your grace, repair our government. 

With Your grace, help us to find a way to welcome all children everywhere,  

That they may know that Jesus loves them, 

Not just because “the Bible tells them so,” 

But because they have known Your love in real and tangible ways, 

And they know that nothing, absolutely nothing, can separate them from Your love.  

 

Amen. 

 


