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Labor Day marks the unofficial end of summer. However, the 
official start of the autumn season is Monday, September 23. 
Granted, if you walk into department stores right now we find 
Halloween decorations and costumes already on display. 
Unbelievably, some stores are pulling out the Christmas 

displays! (Please stop that!) 

It seems part of everyone’s recent conversations centers around 
the changing season. Everyone has their opinion. Some (like 
me) are lamenting the ending of the shorts and flip-flop season. I 
hear many bemoan the fact that soon darkness will fall on this 

part of the earth as early as 4:30 pm.  

Others, like my grandchildren, are eagerly anticipating fall. 
Emmelia tells me it is her favorite time of year. She eagerly 
anticipates Halloween, followed by the many fun activities winter 

has to offer: sledding, ice skating and snow skiing.  

All of this chatter about the changing of the season reminds me 
of Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 which begins “For everything there is a 
season, and a time for every matter under heaven; a time to be 
born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up 

what is planted…”  

The changing of the seasons are also reminders that God has 
provided markers to help us remember changes that take place 
in our lives. Things never stay the same. With each change in 
the seasons, we can look back and marvel at what is new and 

what is no more. 

Think about the changes you have experienced. Some of those 
changes we eagerly embraced with great joy and celebration, 
others have caused us great despair and many…many…many 

days of struggle. 

To be sure, we have no control over time. We cannot turn back 
the hands of time (as much as we would like to at times), nor 
can we speed time up.  Perhaps we waste far too much time 
looking backward and lamenting what was, or constantly looking 

ahead in great anticipation of what might be. 

The average American male life expectancy is late 70s and the 
average American female life expectancy is early 80s. Reality is 
none of us knows how much time we have. All we have is today, 
a gift and blessing from God. It is most difficult and sad when 
folks find themselves simply existing from one day to the next. 

God calls us to live life abundantly.  

Henry Van Dyke writes: 

TIME IS…. 

TOO SLOW FOR THOSE WHO WAIT, 
TOO SWIFT FOR THOSE WHO FEAR, 
TOO LONG FOR THOSE WHO GRIEVE, 
TOO SHORT FOR THOSE WHO REJOICE, 

BUT FOR THOSE WHO LOVE, TIME IS ETERNITY! 

We live in a world that belongs to God. All time belongs to our 

Creator. 

Time is a gift from God. We measure time by our watches, 
seconds, minutes, and hours. We measure time by our 
calendars, days, weeks, months.  Time is best measured in 
what we make of it…creating wonderful memories.  Beautiful 
memories don’t just happen, we make them happen…they are 

intentional. 

I offer you these words penned by William D. Longstaff… 

“Take Time to Be Holy” 

Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord; 
Abide in Him always, and feed on His Word. 
Make friends of God's children, help those who are weak, 

Forgetting in nothing His blessing to seek. 

Take time to be holy, the world rushes on; 
Spend much time in secret, with Jesus alone. 
By looking to Jesus, like Him thou shalt be; 

Thy friends in thy conduct His likeness shall see. 

Take time to be holy, let Him be thy Guide; 
And run not before Him, whatever betide. 
In joy or in sorrow, still follow the Lord, 

And, looking to Jesus, still trust in His Word. 

Take time to be holy, be calm in thy soul, 
Each thought and each motive beneath His control. 
Thus led by His Spirit to fountains of love, 

Thou soon shalt be fitted for service above. 

Blessings, 

  

  

Pastor Russel 
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The Sewickley United Methodist Church 
will have the honor to present our Third 

Graders with their very own Bible on 
September 8th during both services.  This 

year’s class has the following students:   
Jackson Leety & Caitlin Matthews. 

If your student is entering the third grade 
this school year and isn’t listed, please 

contact the church office, Sandra Lane or 
Warren Kinneer. Parents are invited and 

encouraged to be there for the 

presentation. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR RALLY DAY! 

The first Sunday after the Labor Day Weekend, 
September 8, is the beginning of all adult and 
youth Sunday School classes and Children's 

Church, and is officially called RALLY DAY! 

At 10 am, between services, there will be a 
breakfast where our wonderful Nurture Committee will be providing breakfast meat and 
we are all requested to bring a breakfast casserole, side dish, fruit or beverage for the 

buffet. 

Of course there will be something special to mark this event that you don't want to 

miss, so write it down and bring your friends and family!  

There will be a sign up in the back of the church to help us keep track of what is 

needed and who is bringing what.   

Please add your name and we will love to see you there...all of our church family, 

regardless of whether you are enrolled in Sunday School or not.   

Come and enjoy the fellowship, swap summer stories, and help us mark the beginning 

of another great year! 

Andrea and Barry Lewis, co-chairs, Education Committee 

I found Jose as I stepped away from an opening 
prayer asking God to lift the first-night anxieties from 
our first Community Vacation Bible School in early 
August. I was nervous. I wasn’t sure we were 
prepared. So many new faces. Could we provide 
what they were expecting? Could we provide what 
He was expecting? 

I needed to pray, and I asked everyone – children, 
youth and adults, knowing all were likely a little 
anxious – to pray with me in the opening moments of VBS. “Lord, 
take away our fears and fill us with your Light and Love and Peace 
and Joy.” 

As I closed the prayer, I found Jose crying. He was one of the new 
faces, and his eyes were squeezed closed, tears spilling across his 
cheeks, as he rocked in his pew. 

I walked Jose to the water cooler, where he told me that he’d never 
been in our church and he was afraid he would get lost. And he 
wondered if the people he didn’t know would be mean to him. 

Pastor Russel joined us, reminding both of us, in our anxiety, that 
“everyone here loves you.” 

Jose recovered his composure and joined the Leo squad. They 
went to science and crafts, music and recreation, snacks and Bible 
story time. The people there, adults and youth, from SUMC, St. 
Paul’s Lutheran and St. Matthews AME Zion, made him feel loved. 
You could see it in his smile throughout the week. God filled him.   

Later in the week, in a Bible story time activity about kindness, the 
children were asked to write notes to shut-ins from our three 
churches. They responded beautifully. They wrote “I love you, 
Jesus loves you, everybody loves you” and “Jesus loves you to the 
moon and back!” and “God’s praed [sic] for you” and “Jesus loves 
you more than food and water” and “God loves you with all of his 
heart.” We mailed 35 notes. 

Jose wrote “Yoar [sic] amazing. Grate [sic] job.” The words were 

accompanied by hearts and stars. The one who 
needed encouragement was now offering 
encouragement. VBS creates change. 

Families brought school supplies and other 
contributions for our Operation Christmas Child 
drive. The children prayed for friends Jack and Ava, 
who missed VBS after Jack was injured in a hockey 
game. We signed cards and sent Jack and Ava 
backpacks full of VBS gifts. Everyone here loves 

you, we told them. 

We prayed for the SUMC church family after the children were 
reminded that you had been asked to pray for them each night. We 
prayed for other churches and “for all the churches in the 
universe.” Every time we prayed together in the sanctuary, the 
Phoenix squad, who were kindergartners, came forward to pray 
aloud, and always they offered prayers of thanks. 

On the fourth day, after sharing the story of the Samaritan man, 
healed from leprosy, who returned to thank Jesus, we took a 
prayer walk. I challenged each squad to take one lap around our 
building and find 10 things for which they were thankful. Every 
group found at least 15 things, and two groups found more than 
20. We walked past children playing games, past police cars and 
ambulances, past American flags, past flowers and trees, past the 
windows of our science and music rooms.  

At the end of his walk, Jose wanted me to add God to the list. 

“Where did you see God, Jose?” 

Jose smiled. 

“In the people!” 

Fear replaced by Light and Love and Peace and Joy. A prayer 
answered through everyone, and for everyone, who took the VBS 
journey.   

By Bill Utterback 



Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities - September 2019 
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September 1, 2019 
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sacrament of Communion 

Sermon:  “How to Throw a Party” 

Liturgist:  Donna Sawhill 

A/V:  Nancy Wiggins (9 am) / Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Jeremiah 2:4-13 Psalm 8:1, 10-16 (UMH 803) 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 Luke 14:1, 7-14 

September 8, 2019 
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sheltered with Love 

Sermon:  “Making the Most of Our Regrets” 

Liturgist:  Dorothy Jadlowiec 

A/V:  Lou Ann Scott (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Jeremiah 18:1-11 Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854) 

Philemon 1:1-21 Luke 14:25-33 

September 15, 2019 
Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sermon:  “We Don’t Throw People Away” 

Liturgist:  Mitchell Hortert 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 Psalm 14 (UMH 746) 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 Luke 15:1-10 

September 22, 2019 
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sermon:  “Who Really Owns Us?” 

Liturgist:  Carole Ford 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed (9 am) / Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

Psalm 79:1-9, or Psalm 4 (UMH 741) 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 Luke 16:1-13 

September 29, 2019 
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Laity Sunday 

Liturgist:  Amy Napierkowski 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 

Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 (UMH 810) 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 Luke 16:19-31 

CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 

SPECIAL OFFERING 

Sunday, September 8 
is designated by Western PA Annual 
Conference for this special offering which 
supports the educational ministries of the 
Conference which include Training and 
Resources and Laity Scholarships.  Please 
use the “blue” envelopes located on the 
information table or mark your check/
envelope “Christian Ed” and include it with 
your regular offering.  You may also select 
“Christian Education Sunday” on EasyTithe. 

BIBLE STUDY 

Bible Study begins on 
Wednesday , September 11, 
with “When God Doesn’t Fix It” 
by Laura Story.  Is it possible 
that good things can come out 
of our broken dreams? Building upon Laura’s book, When God Doesn't Fix It, this Bible 
Study examines what the Bible says about God and why our lives often don't turn out 
the way we like. She looks at the brokenness of some of our biblical heroes of faith - 
Abraham, Joseph, David, Paul - and shows how despite their flawed stories, God used 
them. God may not fix everything. In fact, our situation might never change or get better. 
But..we can.  

Bible Study meets in the church library and is led by Pastor Russel.  For the 
convenience of those participating, there are two meeting times on Wednesday:  
9:30 am and 7 pm.  Join us anytime! 

javascript:;
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

MONTHLY SALAD LUNCHEONS RETURN 
A new season of community Salad Luncheon 
begin on Thursday, September 5 from 11 am 
to 1 pm.  Proceeds from our community 
luncheons support the General Fund.  Please 
consider donating your homemade salads for 
the luncheons. Salads should be brought to the Simpson Room by 
10 am on the day of the luncheon of the evening prior during LOF 
practice. Want to volunteer to help? Volunteers are always 
welcome!  We’d love to see some new faces.  If you haven’t 
donated a salad in the past and need some guidance, or would 
like to volunteer, please contact Belinda Resler 412-708-9966. 

OUR FIRST ROYAL TEA IS BEING SERVED! — 
September 22nd.  Come with a friend or 
bring a whole table of friends to a tea 
party from 2 - 4 pm in the Simpson Room.  
Sweets, scones, and sandwiches will be 
served along with several hot teas and punch.  Entertainment will 
include music, magic, balloon art, and a surprise. Prizes will be 
awarded for hats, costumes, and groups.  The tickets are $12, with 
girls under 10, $6.  For tickets contact Donna Sawhill at 412-916-
0854 or call the office 412-741-9430.  

TRUSTEES REQUEST — We all have good 
news to share and items we wish to share with 
our church family, however, the Board of 
Trustees is the designated steward of our 
building and grounds. If you have anything you 

wish to hang up or donate to the church we kindly request that you 
first consult with Trustees for approval and acceptance. Please 
reach out to any Trustee member or the Pastor as needed.  

The UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW) will gather for dinner 
and a business meeting on Monday, 
September 16 at 6 pm.  Please bring a 
salad or vegetable or dessert item of 
your choice to share. The meeting will 
start immediately after dinner, around 
6:45 pm.  All are welcome to attend. 

WPAUMC GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS – Around the World in 
Mission – October 5th from 
9 am to 3:30 pm at 
Crossroads UMC North 
Fayette - WPAUMC's Global 
Mission Network will host this 
opportunity to learn more 

about our Conference's various global partnerships, explore the 
importance and impact of our global connections, and consider 
how God might be calling churches and individuals to get more 
involved. Cost is $10/person, but the Outreach Committee will 
reimburse your registration upon request.  If interested in 
attending, registration is via wpaumc.org/eventdetail/12504977. 

BAG A BREAKFAST RETURNS FOR SEPTEMBER! 
Grab a bag and fill it with non-perishable items for a 
family’s breakfast.  Examples: Pancake mix, syrup, 
juice, and canned/jarred fruit; or Cereal, juice and 
canned/jarred fruit; or Hot Cereal, juice, and fruit.  
September 22nd is the 4th Sunday collection, but you 
may bring your donations at any time and place them 

in the grocery cart in the hallway near the library.  Monetary 
donations are welcome, as well – just mark “Food Pantry” on your 
donation.  The Sewickley Community Food Pantry provides 
assistance to persons with Sewickley, Leetsdale, Coraopolis, and 
Ambridge zip codes, and is open on Wednesdays from 11:30 am 
to 1 pm.  It is located at 15 Chadwick Street in Sewickley (part of 
the Community Center).  Grocery bags with suggested items list 
are available in the back of the sanctuary. 

SAVE THE DATE – VITALANT BLOOD DRIVE – November 
10th from 8 am to 1 pm in the church’s 
Simpson Room.  Details on how to register for 
the blood drive will be available on the website 
and throughout the church.  If you have 
questions, contact Martha Boward.  The drive is 
open to the public, so share the date with others.  
There is a critical shortage of blood in the 
Pittsburgh area, so if you are able to give, please 
consider doing so. 

IDENTITY THEFT PREVENTION SEMINAR AND LUNCH 
Saturday, September 21st at 11 am - The 
Outreach Committee will provide a light lunch 
while Keystone United Methodist Federal 
Credit Union (Keystone UMFCU) presents 
information on identity theft prevention.  
Methods used to try gain access to personal 

information are ever changing; Keystone UMFCU will share the 
latest to help you avoid identity theft.  This free event is open to 
the public; advance registration is requested, so that we might 
properly prepare – please check sewickleyumc.org for registration 
or contact Martha Boward.   

UMCOR STORM RELIEF EFFORTS – United Methodist disaster 
response volunteers have been conducting assessments in areas 
hit by recent flooding and other disasters throughout the USA.   

It is through your generous support that UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) can quickly respond to needs in 
the USA and around the world.  Monetary donations may be 
included with your regular offering; if you wish to specify domestic 
response or international response, please mark your gift 
accordingly.  You may also use EasyTithe to donate to UMCOR 
through Sewickley UMC. 

Our Church is full of activities in September 
and October.  The Film Group will meet on the 
second Saturday of each month beginning on 
November 9. 

https://www.wpaumc.org/eventdetail/12504977
https://www.sewickleyumc.org
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GENTLY USED OR NEW CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS WANTED – Church Union, a 
WPAUMC agency, works with public schools 
in the City of Pittsburgh and in Beaver County. 
Mentors go to the schools to work one-on-one 
with younger students struggling with their 
reading skills.  Your donations of new or gently used children’s 
books will enable those students to have a book of their own.  
Studies have shown that owning books increases reading success 
– perhaps, you remember a favorite book that was read over and 
over?  You soon “read” it on your own and were able to pick out 
similar words in a different book.  That is the gift that SUMC hopes 
to give.  A box is in the Narthex for your donations.  Books will be 
accepted through mid-September. 

ARE YOU AN OUTDOOR PERSON? 
LIKE GARDENING? — The Greater 
Pittsburgh Food Bank (GPFB) gleans 
from local farms.  Gleaning means to 
gather produce left in the fields after the major harvest is done.  
Volunteers are needed, sometimes with short notice, to glean – 
opportunities continue into the fall harvest season.  If you are 
interested, you can sign up for Glean Alerts at 
pittsburghfoodbank.org/give-help/volunteer/.  That link also shows 
other ways in which you can volunteer at the GPFB.  GPFP 
supplies many local food pantries with perishable and non-
perishable food to then be distributed to those in need.  Center for 
Hope in Ambridge, where SUMC serves dinners several time each 
year, receives distributions from GPFB. 

NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

As we move toward our packing party in late September, our 
SUMC 2019 Operation Christmas Child campaign has some 
urgent needs and some less urgent needs. The Fellowship of the 
Cross youth are asking our church family to consider making a 
contribution, or another contribution, to help fill the boxes. 

The urgent needs include toothbrushes (38), bars of soap (48), 
pencil sharpeners (56) and stuffed animals or baby dolls (50) that 
fit easily into a shoebox. SUMC shoeboxes – 800 over the past 
eight years – have always included toothbrushes, soap, pencil 
sharpeners and something to love and embrace. 

Very gently-loved stuff animals can be accepted, and in past 
years, children from the church family have shared some of their 
beloved animals and dolls with the OCC children.  

Less urgent, but always 
important, needs include 
rulers, scissors, glue sticks, 
notebooks that fit into a shoe 
box and “wow” toys, 
especially toys that appeal to 
boys. 

Financial donations, which 
would allow FOTC to shop 
for urgent items, are also 
accepted. Please see 
Pamela Mayo, Bill Utterback 
or any member of the FOTC 
team to make a financial 
contribution. 

The packing party will be 
held between worship 
services on September 29. 
Everyone is invited to join us and pack some boxes. 

Items Still Needed 

As we move into a new month, let’s use our 
sunset prayers to embrace the new worship 
season at Sewickley United Methodist Church. 

Since June, I’ve been encouraging our SUMC 
church family to pray together – from wherever 
you are – at sunset on the first Sunday of the 
month. If sunset doesn’t fit, choose a more 
convenient time.  I think it is important that we 
pray together, that we pray for each other, and that we pray for 
people and projects that impact all of us.  

At sunset, on the first Sunday in September, let’s pray for our 
Sunday school classes: students and volunteers, children, youth 
and adults. 

Let’s pray for our nursery, for the children and their families, for the 
volunteers and for those charged with hiring a nursery attendant. 

Let’s pray for Matt McTeague and the Chancel 
Choir and Wesley Chorale; for Pamela Mayo and 
the Handbell Choir; for a solution to the challenge 
of creating opportunities for children to sing; and 
for Kelly Herman and Leap of Faith, a band for all 
seasons. 

Let’s pray for the volunteers in worship, our 
liturgists, ushers and greeters, and lay servants. 

Let’s pray for Susie Moffett, Johnathan Burnett and the youth 
group, and for the Fellowship of the Cross. 

Let’s pray for Pastor Russel and his Bible study groups.  

And let’s pray for continued passion, insight and inspiration for 
Pastor Russel as he leads us into the new worship year. 

SUNSET PRAYERS 
by Bill Utterback 

https://www.pittsburghfoodbank.org/get-involved/volunteer/
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SAFETY AND SECURITY UPDATE 

Our committee is continuing our mission to have a more safety 
educated church family and staff, as well as a more secure place to 

worship. 

We recently had a visit from a Department of Homeland Security 
Auditor and we earned high marks for the protocols we have already 
put into place to help make our building a safe place to worship and 

our church family more prepared. 

We have implemented 2 additional protocols:  

1) We have placed air horn cans throughout the building. 

These air horns are to be used for one thing only: to notify 
others that there is a situation that requires an immediate 
evacuation of the building. 

Instructions are on the can, but here's what 
you need to know. 

 DO NOT shake the can 
 Press the white button on top of the horn with 

short, multiple bursts 

 Run and call 911 

We may add additional cans, but here are the 

current locations of the air horns: 

 in the a/v booth 
 the coat rack, in the Narthex  
 the mailbox cubbies across from the men's room 
 parlor, behind the door on the junction box 
 in the nursery next to the bulletin board (top, right) 
 Sunday school classrooms each have one located on a top 

shelf of bookcase 
 above the fire extinguisher in the downstairs kitchen 

 church office 

As a reminder, we have 3 potential evacuation sites if needed on 

a Sunday: 

1. Pastor's Porch 
2. St. Stephen's Church 

3. St. Matthews AME Zion Church 

Be sure to use the leave the 
building through the exit door 

nearest to you.  

2) We have also installed, in 
various rooms, mostly 
classrooms, a door blocker. This device should remain open at 
all times until needed, for example an active shooter incident. The 
likelihood of this incident is very slim, however, we prefer to 
be over-prepared.  

Our current protocol for active shooter incidents is to first run. If 
that is not available to you, the next option is to hide. Past history 
has shown that when a shooter is looking for victims they will do 
so as quickly as possible with a room to room search. We ask that 
church family members/volunteers who are unable to run, and are 
positioned in a room with a door blocker to turn off the lights to the 
room, engage the door blocker device, and hide in the room out of 
sight from window view. This door blocker will provide 800 pounds 
of pressure, the shooter will get discouraged because they are 
unable to enter quickly and move on. This device will give people 

the chance they need to stay undercover. 

You may or may not come in contact with this device, but I think 

you should all be aware that it is in place. 

Current door blocker locations (top of door, unreachable by a 

child)  

 kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade classroom 
 3rd, 4th and 5th grade classroom 
 middle school classroom 
 adjoining door between classrooms mentioned above 

 nursery 

Our Committee will continue to keep you updated, but if you ever 

have any questions or concerns please reach out to any one of us.  

Sandra Lane, Jim Canfield, Kurt Gaebel, Brad Jones, Larry Young, 

Pastor Russel 

John A. 
Sally Barton 
Betty Beaman 
Christy Bickel 
Bill & Barb 
Margaret Cable 

Jack Certain 
Edward Davis 
Jackie Dawson 
Susan Dobbins 
Pat Dougherty 
Lou Egenlauf 
Beth Ellisher 
Family of Bill Fisher 
Jim Fisher 
Pat Fulton 
Bill Gittins 
Jim Graham 
Atleah Grubb 
Jennifer H. 

Jerry Hagadorn 
Joe 
Mary Huber (Roberta 

Davis’ sister) 
Linda Idecker 
Ceel Janosik 
Wayne Johnson 
Dr. John Keriotis 
Sean Kowalski 
Joe L. 
Dixie Lemasters (Debbie 

Chesney’s mom) 
Michelle Malito 
Dana Mason 

Sara McCullough 
Lindsay Merryman 
Tony Morgan 
Amy Napierkowski 
John and Sandy Nelson 
Jim O. 
Doris Mason 
Margaret Pedee 
Betty Rodgers 
Jim Rogansky 
Dave S. 
Ed S. 
Mary Sava 
Linda Shortz 

Bill Seifried 
Wendy Shepard 
Linda Sollinger 
Frank Sopko 
Robert Spardy 
Chris Speanburg 
Pam Squires 
Will Stewart 
Tamara 
Kara Wayne and Family 
Laura Youngblood 
Rich Z. 
Dennis Zeveny 



SE

Please write to our shut-ins 
and keep them in your 

prayers.  The church office 
can provide you with contact 

information. 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Jerry Hagadorn 

Virginia Harriger 

B.J. (Elizabeth) Manzinger 

Pat Rudy 

Doug Rummens 

Patricia Smith 

Bonnie Stoicovy 

Shirley Sye 

SEWICKLEY CLOCKTOWER RINGERS 

SUMC’s handbell choir will begin rehearsal again on 
Thursday, September 5th, from 6:15 – 7:15, in the 
sanctuary.  This choir usually provides the music 
during the traditional service on the second Sunday of 
each month.  While reading music is helpful, it is not a requirement to be 
part of the bell choir. If you are interested in ringing, or have questions 

about the bell choir, please contact Pamela Mayo: pemayo@verizon.net. 

WESLEY CHORALE 

All youth and teens (5th through 12th grade) are 
welcome to be part of the Wesley Chorale.  
Wesley will sing on months where there is a 5th 
Sunday. Those dates would be in September, 
December, March and May.  Those interested, 
please contact our Minister of Music, Matt 

McTeague (matthewmcteague@yahoo.com or 740-359-6484) or Susie 

Moffett. 

CHANCEL CHOIR 

The Church Chancel Choir practices on Thursday 
evenings between 7:30-8:15 and usually sings three 
Sundays a month, with extra performances on 
Christmas and Easter. New voices are always 
welcome!  If you are interested please contact Matt 

McTeague at 740-359-6484 or matthewmcteague@yahoo.com. 

The Fellowship of the Cross (FOTC), a youth-driven 
service group launched nearly seven years ago at 
Sewickley United Methodist Church, 
is inviting interested students to join 
us for the 2019-2020 school year 
and beyond. FOTC meets Sunday 
mornings in the Simpson Room 
around 11 am, following the Sunday 
school hour, to work on various 

service and giving projects.  

Recent assignments included being 
in charge of decorations for Vacation Bible School, as 
well as serving as music, story telling, recreation, crafts 
and group leaders during VBS.  The group is also 
involved in various mission projects throughout the year, 
both locally, nationally, and internationally.  Currently, 
FOTC is working on its ninth-annual Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox drive, which they will be 
wrapping up at the end of September.  FOTC has helped 
SUMC deliver 800 shoeboxes full of Christmas gifts for 
children in need throughout the world over the past eight 
years.  Upcoming projects include corresponding with 
SUMC shut-ins, preparing care packages for our college 

students and military personnel, and Christmas caroling. 

New members are welcome at any time during the year.  
If you have questions about FOTC, please contact Bill 
Utterback or Pamela Mayo. 

September 5 

October 3 

November 7 

December 5 

January 9 

February 6 

March 5 

April 2 

May 7 

June 4 

SALAD LUNCHEON DATES FOR 2019/20 

Jim Rogansky& Pamela Mayo    9/10 
Susan & Scott Spencer  9/13 
Marilyn Evans & Mary Jablonski 9/14 
Steve & Pat Grossarth  9/14 
Ross & Alisa L.  9/18 

A Miracle is Coming!  

Do you believe 

in Miracles? 

mailto:pemayo@verizon.net
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OUR NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL YEAR 

Sunday School for the new year with classes for all ages begin September 15 at 10 am. 

Everyone, preschool through adult, is encouraged to join in study, discussion, fellowship, and have 
the opportunity to gain increased understanding of scripture and to grow closer to Jesus and each 
other. 

Children and Youth classes meet in the Sunday School rooms in the basement.  Below is a list of 
the classes, along with the leaders.    

Hope to see you there! 
Christian Education Co-Directors Barry and Andrea Lewis 

Preschool 
(in the nursery) 

Susie Moffett & Volunteer 

Kindergarten & 
1st and 2nd Grades 

Bill Utterback & Beth Zeanchock 

3rd, 4th and 5th Grades 
Roberta Davis &  
Wilma Hamilton 

Middle School 
Rev. Jim Hamilton, Kandace Kramer, 
Johnathan Burnett and Andrea Lewis 

High School 
Jack Moffett & Mitch Hortert 

“Explorers” 
Mark Benjamin and Volunteer 

Meets in the library and 
focuses on Biblical study 

“Searching for Jesus” 
Willie Nicholson, Sandy Kuriger, Donna Sawhill 

Focuses on contemporary Christian issues 
and meets in the parlor 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH will be 
starting Sunday, September 8 at 
the 11 am service. Children, ages 4 
through 5th grade, participate in 
Children's Moments in church, and 
then follow the Children's Church 
leader to the upper room off the 
Simpson Room, where they learn about our faith by participating in 
themed activities, crafts, listen to stories and/or watch videos 
during the school year.  A snack is provided, so please attend 
briefly for the first time with your child if there are food allergies we 
need to address.  We are starting the year off with a wonderful 
team of volunteers, but always appreciate subs!  Volunteer by 
contacting Andrea Lewis:  412-926-7729 or bamrl@hotmail.com. 

With all the kings and priests gone from Israel and Judah, Ezekiel teaches the remnant thriving in 
Babylonia that each person is to have an individual relationship with God.  Jeremiah began this 
renaissance in Jewish thought in Judea, and Ezekiel implemented it in Babylonia.  He, and the entire 

generation who had known the Temple in Jerusalem died in Exile.  

Daniel & his friends implemented this individual relationship with God.  Six chapters (I Daniel) give stories 
of passive resistance to powerful kings.  First they thrived on food which the Babylonians had not 

sacrificed to idols.  Then they walked with God in the midst of a fiery furnace. Then they made friends with lions sent to eat them.  As with 
Joseph in Egypt, they interpreted dreams and saw into the future.  Their individual relationship with God saw them through every detail of daily 

life.  Each king came to acknowledge that Daniel’s God was the real God. 

Daniel 7-12 (II Daniel) is written as a single story by a later author.  It demonstrates how each empire would fall until a single, all 

encompassing, empire unifies them. 

When Cyrus the Persian came to power in the Middle East, he released the Jews to return home.  This is an example of “millet administration” 

in which diverse peoples practice their cultures inside a larger structure.  This is the very thing II Daniel predicted. 

Joel was written just as the Persians were unifying the Middle East. 

Two forces were now working in the Jewish mind.  First, Isaiah’s grandson began to discuss the messianic hope.  God would come to earth as 
a servant.  He would provide a personal example of life in union with God.  The Jews had to prepare for this.  Second, the new priests, like 
Zerubbabel and Ezra, began composing books like Leviticus to reduce the law to writing.  What they started continued to grow as the Talmud - 

the ever-expanding word of God. 

Come! Join us in the library between services.  Watch the hand of the Holy Spirit move through human affairs. 

A Miracle is Coming!  

Do you believe 

in Miracles? 
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You are invited to attend the Western PA United Christian Ashram held at the Jumonville 
Conference and Retreat Center October 11-13, 2019.  What is a Christian Ashram and what 
is Jumonville? 

A Christian Ashram is a structured Christian experience held in a retreat setting for the 
purpose of deepening one's spiritual growth.  The weekend retreat, which runs from Friday 
dinner time through Sunday lunch time, is an opportunity to come apart from (ashram) our 
daily hustle and bustle of life and focus on being in God's presence.  The concept of a Christ-centered retreat was born in the heart of 
the Methodist missionary E. Stanley Jones while he served God as an evangelist in India. Ashrams of various lengths are held 
throughout the world.  Ours in Western PA is held over a weekend.  Others ashrams are held over an entire week and some are held in 
a single day, but all of them including preaching, Bible teaching and witnessing.  This year our Evangelist is Christine Rogan, our Bible 
Teacher is Jim Gear and our Lay Witness speaker is Erica Hubsch. 

Jumonville is a church camp and retreat center located atop a "mountain" overlooking Uniontown, PA.  In Pennsylvania, we call very 
high hills "mountains."  That sounds a bit odd after taking a western trip to the Rockies, however the retreat center is a fine place to 
enjoy time away from home to learn, reflect and pray.  The Center provides comfortable dormitory-style lodging, tasty meals and 
beautiful views. It is peaceful and perfect for a spiritual experience.   

Costs:  $160.00 for the weekend; a non-refundable registration fee of $9.25, plus Jumonville's room and meals charges of $150.75.  
First time attendees are invited to take advantage of the $50.00 discount.  Please pick up a brochure from the table in the back of the 
sanctuary or contact Kristine Swaney at 412-741-2092. 

For those of you who are new to SUMC, the 
whole month of October we sell pumpkins from 
our front lawn.  It takes many people to make 
this the success it has been.  This is our biggest 
annual fundraiser, averaging over $5,100 for the 
month in profit.  

You do not have to lift pumpkins to “man” the 
pumpkin patch; you only need to smile, greet our customers, 
accept money for their purchase and make change.  We have a 
handy-dandy pumpkin measurer to make your job as easy as 
possible in pricing pumpkins.  I like to give the tape measurer to 
our customer so they can price their own pumpkins.  Please call 
Lou Ann at 412-983-8704 if you have any questions.  We can also 
try to match new volunteers with an experienced pumpkin seller 
their first time.  Please consider taking a shift at this year’s 
pumpkin patch as many hands make light work! Look for the 
signup calendar in the back of the sanctuary. 

Our precious orange cargo is scheduled to arrive at 9 am on 
Saturday, September 28th.  Please sign up in the back of the 
sanctuary.  If you know of any groups that need some community 
service, please either invite them to come and help or give their 
name to Lou Ann Scott so she can reach out to them.  

We CANNOT do this huge fundraiser without the help of ALL.  
Please - please - please consider taking a two-hour shift (or more)  
See Lou Ann if you have any questions.  Don’t forget too that the 
pumpkins need rolled every other day!  Another great way to help 
The Patch so our pumpkins don’t rot and get a workout as well!  

We also need some extra hands at 5 pm on Thursday, September 
26 to lay out the pallets that our precious orange cargo will be 
placed on. This should not take too long if we get enough help!  
Sign up on the paper in the back of the sanctuary!  

 Our pumpkins arrive September 28th at 9 am 

 This will be the 18th year we’ve had a pumpkin patch 

 Our pumpkins come from the Navajo Indian reservation in 
Farmington, New Mexico 

 Our patch is open the entire month of October, totaling about 
375 hours 

 Our sale benefits the Navajo’s who grow our pumpkins and we 
receive a percentage of the total sales 

 In the past 17 years we have sold $274,374.42 in pumpkins 

 Our profit to date is $91,506.42 

 The pumpkin patch originally started as a fundraiser for our 
youth group in 2002  

 You can go to pumpkinsusa.com to get more information  

 You don’t have to lift pumpkins to work our Patch! 

A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY comes on Sunday, September 29, which is a 
“5th Sunday.”  Each time there is a 5th Sunday in a month, it is our opportunity 
to give extra to help to pay down the principal on the sanctuary loan, which is 

currently at $168,051.04. Mark your special offering “BOF,” use a Building 
Fund envelope or give via easyTithe.  When giving extra to the sanctuary loan, 

please don’t do it at the expense of your regular giving to the church. 

https://www.pumpkinsusa.com/
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RUMMAGE SALE FOR MISSIONS 

The United Methodist Women is having a 
Rummage Sale for 
Missions on Friday, 
September 6 from 5 

to 8 pm, and on 
Saturday, September 
7 from 8 am to 1 pm.  
If coming to the sale, 
please enter at the 

Thorn Street door by 
the driveway.  All of the profits support local, 

national and international missions. 

The Fellowship of the Cross youth would like to 
thank everyone who contributed to our service 

projects in August. 

With your support, we raised over $400 in our car 
wash for Operation Christmas Child, and we gift-
wrapped 100 shoeboxes for OCC. We especially 

appreciate the effort of Sandra K. and Dorothy J., who took shoe boxes 

home to wrap to help us reach our goal.  

We would also like to thank everyone who shared items, or collected items, 
to help us decorate for the Community Vacation Bible Study that SUMC 

hosted in August. 

Also, with your help, more than 30 notes of encouragement were sent to 

elementary school students in El Paso. 

Your generous support and encouragement in all of our projects is inspiring. 

Sincerely, 

FOTC    

Orders are due by Sunday, 
September 22 and will be ready 

for pickup October 3—6.  
Include payment with your 

order or pay when you pickup 
your soup or hummus.  If using 
EasyTithe, please include the 

3% transaction fee. 

SOUP & HUMMUS SALE FOR THE BUILDING OF FAITH 
All proceeds from this sale go toward the principal on the building loan. 

Give your order to the office or put it in the offering plate. 

Name:   ___________________________    Phone Number:  ____________________________  

  Cash Amount:  ______  or   Check (made to SUMC) # ________or   EasyTithe  Total Amount Enclosed:  ___________ 

Choices 
Indicate quantity below 

$9 Quart $6 Pint 

Minestrone with sausage 
(w/ Pasta or Gluten free w/out Pasta) Mark Choice 

  

Tomato Dill   

Cream of Chicken and Wild Rice   

Sandra’s Hummus (vegetarian/vegan) $5 for ½ pint 

MARCH TO UNITE 

The Pan Methodist Council of Western Pennsylvania is 
joining with several faith-based organizations and social 
groups to organize Western Pennsylvania’s first annual 
“March to Unite” scheduled for September 7th.  This is a call 
for religious, social and civic groups to join together in a 
public witness of unity across racial, social, religious, political 
and any other labels/affiliations that divides our community. 

We invite you to join us for a time of centering prayer in one 
of the two gathering locations from 8:15 – 8:30 am: 

 Calvary United Methodist Church, 971 Beech Ave. 

 Freedom Corner, Crawford & Centre Ave. 

Then we will march to Market Square planning to arrive by 
9:15 am. The rally at Market Square plans to conclude by 
11:15 am. 
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September 2019 

 2019 Budget 
Budgeted 

to Date 
July Year-to-date 

Expenses  272,479.40  165,202.69  19,006.24   154,020.66 

Receipts  272,479.40  150,745.99   16,545.31   150,948.58  

Overage (Deficit)  0.00  (14,456.70)   (2,460.93)   (3,072.08)  

Here’s a summary 

of the latest  

Treasurer’s Report. 

Pam Honeychurch, 

Treasurer 

Hurst Bartley 9/1 
Ross L. 9/2 
Addison Shaffer 9/3 
Victoria Reardon 9/4 
Roberta Davis 9/5 
Kaylee Kennedy 9/5 
Lauren Szechy 9/7 
Elliett Briggs 9/8 
John Erkert 9/10 
Dorothy Jadlowiec 9/11 
Jason Frye 9/12 
Hunter Lewis 9/12 
Kathy Canter 9/13 

Ben Heinzl 9/17 
Pam Honeychurch 9/17 
CJ Jones 9/17 
Bola Nicholson 9/18 
Eva Ream 9/18 
Nancy Young 9/19 
Karen Nickell 9/20 

Laura Powell 9/20 
Amelia Leety 9/22 
Lucas Leety 9/22 
Allen Gleason 9/24 
Sean McCombs 9/24 
Sandra Dewitt 9/25 
Adalynn Leety 9/25 
Fay Wright 9/25 
Amelie Canfield 9/28 
Edie Erkert 9/29 
Tami Ozegovich 9/29 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12:30 PM Private Party 

2 

 

3 

 

 

8 PM AA 

4 

 

 

6:30 PM Leap of Faith 

 

5 

 

 

11 AM - 1 PM Salad 

Luncheon 
6:15 PM Bell Choir 

6 

 

 

5 PM - 8 PM Sale for 

Missions 
7 PM AA 

7 

8 AM - 1 PM Sale for 

Missions 
10 AM - 1 PM Angles 

Furniture and 

Walking Taco Sale 

8 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
9:45 AM Rally Day Breakfast 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

9 

12 PM - 6 PM Speech 

Therapy 
6:30 PM Finance 

Committee 
6:30 PM Trustees 
8 PM Council Meeting 

10 

8 PM AA 

11 

9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of Faith 

7 PM Bible Study 

12 

6:15 PM Bell Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

13 

7 PM AA 

14 

15 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Heroes Reception 

16 

12 PM - 6 PM Speech 

Therapy 
6 PM UMW Dinner & 

Meeting 

17 

8 PM AA 

18 

9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of Faith 

7 PM Bible Study 

19 

6:15 PM Bell Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

20 

7 PM AA 

21 

11 AM Identity Theft 

Workshop 

22 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
2 PM Royal Tea 

23 

12 PM - 6 PM Speech 

Therapy 
7 PM Committee on 

Lay Leadership 

24 

8 PM AA 

25 

9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of Faith 

7 PM Bible Study 

26 

6:15 PM Bell Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

27 

7 PM AA 

28 

9 AM Pumpkins Arrive 
4 PM OCC Packing 

Party Setup 

29 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Operation Christmas 

Child Packing Party 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

30 

12 PM - 6 PM Speech 

Therapy 

          

Sale for Miss ions Setup 


