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It is hard to believe that we are stepping into September. It seems 
like last weekend was Memorial Day Weekend. Many, if not all of 
our young people have returned to the classroom. 

As many of you know, I have a degree in Elementary Education 
from Slippery Rock University. I clearly remember my Methods 
courses, classes that teach teachers how to teach various 
subjects. The teacher quickly learns that not everyone is receptive 
to one style of teaching. In fact there are seven learning styles. 

The Seven Learning Styles 

 Visual (spatial):  You prefer using pictures, images, and spatial 
understanding  

 Aural (auditory-musical):  You prefer using sound and music 

 Verbal (linguistic):  You prefer using words, both in speech 
and writing 

 Physical (kinesthetic):  You prefer using your body, hands and 
sense of touch 

 Logical (mathematical):  You prefer using logic, reasoning and 
systems 

 Social (interpersonal):  You prefer to learn in groups or with 
other people 

 Solitary (intrapersonal):  You prefer to work alone and use self
-study 

What style best fits you? 

Today one does not need a textbook to learn. You can simply go 
to your computer and find your way to YouTube, and there you will 
find how to do any number of things. Chances are someone out 
there has recorded a video that will give you step-by-step 
instruction on solving the issue.  

Someone, somewhere has created a video to show you how to do 
what you’re about to attempt; whether it’s a repair for your home 
or your car, how to put on makeup, learning self-defense or 
making dinner. All you need to do is look it up on the world’s most 
popular video site and soon you’ll be an expert yourself — even if 
it’s expertise on the best way to massage your pet opossum 
(because, apparently, opossums need massages — something 
else you can only learn on YouTube!). 

Apparently you can also learn how to drive via YouTube. That’s 
what an 8-year-old boy in Ohio did on one recent Sunday night. 
The young innovator had a problem: mom and dad had fallen 

asleep early, and the boy and his 4-year-old sister were craving 
some McDonald’s. 

The golden arches were a mile and a half away — too far for a 
walk in the dark. So the boy did what any self-respecting Gen-Z 
kid would do when confronted with a conundrum, he looked up 
“how to drive a car” on YouTube, emptied his piggy bank, then 
bundled his sister into the car and headed out for a cheeseburger. 

Police said later that the boy obeyed all the traffic laws, didn’t hit a 
single thing, and drove “effortlessly” through town as though he 
had been driving for years — all because he watched a few 
minutes of video instruction and then did precisely what it said to 
do. 

There are millions of these tutorial videos, most produced by 
average people who have learned a skill and simply want to share 
it.  Of course, all this instruction depends on the viewer’s 
willingness to experiment and put the information into practice. 
Without that, it’s just another internet time-waster. 

The same is true of our faith. James’ Epistle reads like a series of 
random tutorial videos on the Christian life. The author of the 
epistle made it very clear that no amount of instruction matters 
unless it is put into practice. James wanted the church to become 
experts, not only in hearing the instruction, but doing the 
instruction as well. 

James instructs his brothers and sisters, “Let everyone be quick 
to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does 
not produce God’s righteousness.” It’s tempting to give into 
anger, revenge and nasty words, isn’t it.  

Faithfulness puts the word into demonstrable and visible action. 
So how does that word get activated in one’s life? James says that 
you have to practice it. “But be doers of the word and not 
merely hearers who deceive themselves.”  

The purpose of receiving instruction, receiving the “word of truth,” 
is to put the information into practice. If, say, I watched a YouTube 
video on how to fix a leaky faucet but never pull out the tools and 
get to work putting what I’ve learned to good use, then I will still be 
stuck with a constant drip. If I really want to fix the problem, I need 
to set my smartphone next to the sink and follow along step by 
step with the video. On the other hand, if I just watch the video 
and say, “Yeah, I’ll get back to that sometime,” I’ll quickly forget 
everything I’ve learned. 

Continued next page 
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James says the same thing happens when we only hear the word 
of God and don’t put it into practice. It’s one thing to conceptualize 
the process, and quite another to execute it. 

The same is true for real “religion,” says James. It’s not simply 
about running at the mouth and declaring one’s faith as a matter of 
intellectual belief; nor is it about lashing out at those who might be 
challenging you.  

Religion that is “pure and undefiled before God,” is religion that is 
demonstrated in practice — practice that comes as second nature 
to those who have internalized the word of truth. It is religion, in 
other words, that uses the model of Jesus for both its belief and its 
practice. 

There are some things YouTube just can’t teach. It can’t teach you 
how to be a follower of Jesus. Oh, sure, it can teach you the 
principles of discipleship, but to really learn it, you have to have 
someone live it out in front of you and guide you along the way. 
Information alone won’t get it; it takes imitation as well. That’s why 
we need a community of faith to guide us and give us examples for 
putting the word into practice. 

In a culture where there is plenty of social upheaval, we must see 
the opportunity to be shining stars that reflect God’s glory rather 
than lash out in fear or join in the culture’s calamity. We shine 

most brightly when we are doing the Word of God in a way that 
causes others to see us and want to be instructed in how to do the 
same. 

As we begin this new season, I pray you will join our community of 
faith where we learn together the principles of what it means to be 
a Christian. But more than that, we put what we learn into action. 

An 8-year-old learned to drive perfectly by watching a tutorial video 
and then grabbing the keys. All the motivation he needed was 
found in the prospect of a Happy Meal. 

Would we be able to prove that we are Christian? As the old 
saying goes: “If you were arrested for being a Christian…would 
there be enough evidence to convict you? 

May we be motivated to take the instruction we have been given 
by the word of truth, put it into practice and then head out to an 
even greater destination. 

“But be doers of the word and not merely hearers who 
deceive themselves.”  

  

 

Blessings, 
Pastor Russel 

Bible Study, which has historically been held on Wednesdays, is 
moving to TUESDAYS! The times will remain the same:  9:30 am and 
7 pm. The location will also remain the same, the church library. The 
new season will start Tuesday, September 11. 

We will begin our new year with Jacob Armstrong’s “God’s Messy 
Family (Finding your place when life isn’t perfect)”. It is a study on the 

Book of Genesis.  The cost is $11 per student book.  

Jacob writes…Genealogy is, widely considered to be, one of the 
fastest growing hobbies in the U.S. We have become consumed with 
constructing our family tree in an attempt to trace our lineage. 
Fortunately, the Bible does an excellent job helping us trace the 

ancestry of our faith family. 

Pastor and author Jacob Armstrong takes an in-depth look at our faith 
lineage, focusing specifically on the messy family dynamics found in 
the book of Genesis. As we begin to understand the life stories of 
Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob and Esau we find that their 
pattern looks a lot like ours—we are called, we mess up, and God 

continues to redeem us.  

Find out how your “messy 
family” fits into God’s family and 
how you are a part of God’s 

plan for the world.  

Chapters include: 

1. The Myth of the Perfect Family 
2. The Gap Between What God Says and What You See 
3. No, Nothing Is Too Hard for the Lord 
4. Loss and Promise in the Family of God 
5. Promise Maker and Promise Keeper 

6. The Beauty of Imperfection 

A new season of Bible study may be the perfect time to give prayerful 

consideration to joining this small group study! 

Please sign the registration sheet in the back of the church and put 
your $11 cash or check in one of the provided green envelopes and 

put it in the offering or give it to the office. 

BIBLE STUDY 
NOTICE: WE ARE MOVING TO A NEW DAY 

LOCAL HEROES CELEBRATION 

Please join us on Sunday, September 9, at the 11 am Traditional Service as we celebrate our local heroes.  
The service will include the special recognition of our Local Heroes:  police forces, fire fighters, EMTs, 
paramedics, elected officials, and local military personnel.  A time of fellowship and refreshments will follow, 
where there will be an opportunity to greet and personally thank the dedicated men and women who serve our 

communities daily. 
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Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities  - September 2018 

September 2, 2018 
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Liturgist:  Mitch Hortert 

A/V:  Lou Ann Scott (9 am) / Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Song of Solomon 2:8-13 

Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 or Psalm 72 (UMH 795) 
James 1:17-27 Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

September 9, 2018 
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sheltered with Love 

Liturgist:  Amy Napierkowski  

A/V:  Lou Ann Scott (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 

Psalm 125 or Psalm 124 (UMH 846) 
James 2:1-10(11-13), 14-17 Mark 7:24-37 

September 16, 2018 
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Liturgist:  Brad Jones 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Proverbs 1:20-33 Psalm 19 (UMH 750) 

James 3:1-12 Mark 8:27-38 

September 23, 2018 
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Liturgist:  Dorothy Jadlowiec 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Proverbs 31:10-31 Psalm 1 (UMH 738) 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a Mark 9:30-37 

September 30, 2018 
Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Liturgist:  Donna Sawhill 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 Psalm 124 (UMH 846) 

James 5:13-20 Mark 9:38-50 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH will be 
starting Sunday, September 9 
at the 11 am service. Children, 
ages 4 through 5th grade, 
participate in Children's Moments 
in church, and then follow the 
Children's Church leader to the 

upper room off the Simpson Room, where they learn about 
our faith by participating in themed activities, crafts, listen to 
stories and/or watch videos during the school year.  A snack 
is provided, so please attend briefly for the first time with 
your child if there are food allergies we need to address.  We 
are starting the year off with a wonderful team of volunteers, 
but always appreciate subs!  Volunteer by contacting Andrea 
Lewis:  412-926-7729 or bamrl@hotmail.com. 

 

Please write to our Shut-ins 

and keep them in your 

prayers.  The church office  

can provide you with contact 

information. 

Marge Anderson 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Virginia Harriger 

Marian Lippert 

B.J. Manzinger 

Pat Rudy 

Patricia Smith 

Bonnie Stoicovy 

Shirley Sye 
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

4TH SUNDAY FOOD PANTRY – Bag a Breakfast 
returns for September!  Grab a bag and fill it with non-
perishable items for a family’s breakfast.  Examples: 
Pancake mix, syrup, juice, and canned/jarred fruit; or 
Cereal, juice and canned/jarred fruit; or Hot Cereal, 
juice, and fruit.  September 23rd is the 4th Sunday 
collection, but you may bring your donations at any time 

and place them in the grocery cart in the hallway near the library.  
Monetary donations are welcome, as well – just mark “Food Pantry” 
on your donation.  The Sewickley Community Food Pantry provides 
assistance to persons with Sewickley, Leetsdale, Coraopolis, or 
Ambridge zip codes, and is open on Wednesdays from 11:30 am to 
1 pm.  It is located at 15 Chadwick Street in Sewickley (part of the 
Community Center).  Grocery bags with suggested items lists are in 

the back of the sanctuary or use your own bag. 

UMCOR STORM AND WILDFIRE RELIEF 
EFFORTS – United Methodist disaster response 
volunteers have been conducting assessments in 
areas hit by recent flooding throughout the USA.  
UMCOR sees no end in sight for its relief efforts in 
areas affected by wildfires.  It is through your 
generous support that UMCOR can quickly respond to needs in the 
USA and around the world.  Monetary donations may be included with 
your regular offering; if you wish to specify “domestic response” or 
“international response,” please mark your gift accordingly.  You may 

also use EasyTithe to donate to UMCOR. 

PUMPKIN BREAKFAST begins at 8 am on 
Saturday, September 29th for all of the pumpkin 
unloaders. Come fuel up with juice, yogurt, fruit, 

cereal, and goodies! 

DIAPER AND 
BABY WIPES COLLECTION – To 
assist the Jewish Children and Families 
Services of Pittsburgh in helping 
refugee families, Sewickley UMC 

kicked off its diaper and wipes drive in August.  If you have not 
brought your donation of unopened packages of diapers and/or wipes, 
it is not too late.  Your generous donations will be accepted through 

September 16th. A collection box is in the Narthex. 

Are you an outdoor person – like 
gardening?  The Greater Pittsburgh 
Food Bank (GPFB) gleans from local 
farms.  Gleaning means to gather 
produce left in the fields after the 
major harvest is done.  Volunteers are needed, sometimes with short 
notice, to glean – opportunities continue into the fall harvest season.  
If you are interested, you can sign up for Glean Alerts at 
pittsburghfoodbank.org/give-help/volunteer.  That link also shows 
other ways in which you can volunteer at the GPFB.  GPFP supplies 
many local food pantries with perishable and non-perishable food to 
then be distributed to those in need.  The Center for Hope in 
Ambridge, where SUMC serves dinners several time each year, 

receives distributions from GPFB. 

GENTLY USED OR NEW CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS WANTED – Church Union, a WPA 
UMC agency, works with public schools in the 
City of Pittsburgh and in Beaver County. 
Mentors go to the schools to work one-on-one 
with younger students struggling with their 
reading skills.  Your donation of new or gently used children’s books 
will enable those students to have books of their own.  Studies have 
shown that owning books increases reading success – perhaps, you 
remember a favorite book that was read over and over?  You soon 
“read” it on your own, and were able to pick out similar words in a 
different book.  That is the gift that SUMC hopes to give.  A box is 
available in the Narthex for your donations.  Books will be accepted 

through mid-September. 

The Film Club returns for a new season on 
Saturday, September 8 at 6 pm, with “I Can 
Only Imagine,” a 2018 American Christian 
drama film based on the story behind the 
MercyMe song of the same name, the best-

selling Christian single of all time. We meet in the parlor.  Everyone is 

welcome! 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SPECIAL 
OFFERING — Sunday, September 9th is 
designated by Western PA Annual 
Conference for this special offering which 
supports the educational ministries of the 
Conference, which include Training and 
Resources and Laity Scholarships.  Please use the “blue” envelopes 
located on the information table or mark your check/envelope 

“Christian Ed” and include with your regular offering. 

WALKING TACOS & MORE AT THE FESTIVAL 
— Come buy a fresh & tasty walking taco on 
Saturday, September 8, 11 am—1 pm (or 2 
pm) at the Sewickley Harvest Festival. 
Lemonade and nachos will also be available. Our 
booth will be in front of the church and proceeds 
will go toward our sanctuary loan principal.  

Please contact Donna Sawhill if you can help. 

COME JOIN THE 2ND ANNUAL HAYRIDE on 
Saturday, October 13th at 6 pm at Bill and 
Sandy Kuriger’s home (91 Hill Road, 
Sewickley). There will be lots of fun for kids and 
adults. Look for the sign up sheet in the back of 

the sanctuary. 

BOOK CLUB — Time for a new look and a new 
name! All ladies are invited to meet on 
Wednesday, October 10, at 7 pm in the parlor to 
help redesign the Book Club. The new group 
(which will need a new name) wants to move to 
experiences beyond books. Several ideas will be 
discussed. Please come add your suggestions 

and ideas. Refreshments served. 

pittsburghfoodbank.org/give-help/volunteer
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS, continued 

BIRTHDAY LUNCH is the bi-monthly ladies 
group that meets to celebrate everybody’s 
birthday and friendship. Come at noon in the 
library on the 3rd Tuesday of every other 
month. The first gathering is Tuesday, 
October 16th. Bring a lunch and meet MISS 

ELEANOR, the pink pig mascot. 

FALL WELCOME DINNER — This is the first 
year SUMC will serve a public dinner to kick 
off autumn. Please come on Saturday, 
October 6th from 5-7 pm.  Bring friends for a 
traditional roast pork, sausage and sauerkraut 
dinner with potatoes, Haluski, homemade 
desserts, Bavarian pretzels, and beverages. 
The price is $12 for adults; $6 for 5-12; and 
under 5 free. WE HAVE PLENTY OF PLACES WHERE YOU CAN 
HELP ALSO. The proceeds will buy security equipment for the church. 
Please call Donna Sawhill  Sandy Kuriger or the office for tickets. 
Donna 412-916-0854; Sandy 412-559-9652; Pam 412-741-9430.  

Want to help?  Contact Donna or Sandy. 

MONTHLY SALAD LUNCHEONS RETURN — A new season of 
community Salad Luncheon begin on Thursday, September 6, from 
11 am to 1 pm.  Proceeds from our community luncheons support the 
General Fund.  Please consider donating your homemade salads for 
the luncheons. Salads should be brought to the Simpson Room by 10 
am on the day of the luncheon. Want to volunteer 
to help? Volunteers are always welcome!  We’d 
love to see some new faces.  If you haven’t 
donated a salad in the past and need some 
guidance, or would like to volunteer, please 

contact Belinda Resler 412-708-9966. 

INSTALLATION SERVICE — The Pittsburgh 
District of the United Methodist Church, of which 
Sewickley UMC is part of, has a new District 
Superintendent, Rev. Dawn M. Hand.  Her 
installation service will be Saturday, September 15, 

1 pm at St. Paul’s UMC ((1965 Ferguson Rd, Allison Park).  Everyone 

is welcome to attend. 

Please join the PITTSBURGH UNITED 
METHODIST WOMEN for their Annual Fall 
Meeting on September 15 and FIND HOPE 
FOR PEACE.  Come hear Tina Whitehead 
share her experiences in Palestine, her 
thoughts about Peace around the world, and her thoughts and 
experiences here in the United States. Tina is a volunteer WPA 
Conference Missionary in the Holy Land for several months each year 
for the last twelve years. She shares her experiences at Mission U, 
Lay Academy, University of Pittsburgh, and the Carnegie-Mellon 
University Osher Institute.  Christ UMC, Otterbein Room (44 Highland 
Road, Bethel Park, PA).  8 am Registration, Continental Breakfast, and 
Networking; 9 am Program; we will end by 11:30 in order to have time 
to attend the installation of our new District Superintendent, being held 
at St. Paul’s UMC.  ALL ARE WELCOME!  Please contact Kristine 

Swaney (412-741-2092) if you would like to attend. 

The UMW Fall Rummage Sale will be 
held on Friday and Saturday, 
September 7 and 8.  Please place 
your gently used, clean items in the 
Potato Room.  We appreciate your 
donations of clothing, books, smaller 

furniture, kitchen items, white elephant items and household goods, 
but please no electronics, TVs, exercise equipment, computers or 
components, or large furniture.  All proceeds support UMW mission 

projects on the local, national and international levels. 

TJ’S SUPERHEROES — Last Christmas, 
together with Coraopolis UMC, SUMC 
provided a home, with all the trimmings, for 6-
year-old TJ Anderson and his family to spend 
Christmas, as he was in Pittsburgh from North 
Carolina fighting liver cancer.  Just 2 months 
later, TJ went to his forever home.  In memory of TJ, who loved 
Superheroes, we are gathering NEW toys for Children’s Hospital and 
the Ronald McDonald House “Toy Forrest.”  Donations will be 
collected in the back of the sanctuary and office through the end of 
October and then delivered to Children’s and the Ronald McDonald 
House.  Need an idea?  Visit Children’s Wish List.  Please contact 

Pam Honeychurch or Martha Boward if you have any questions. 

Fall 

John A. 
Susan Aye 
Betty Beaman 
Brayden 
Family of Dulane Cameron, Jr. 
Jack Certain 
Johanne Charlery 
Family of Dee Connelly 

(Kim Benjamin’s mom) 
Susan Dobbins 
Lou Egenlauf 
Dorritt Field 
Pat Fulton 
Bob Graham 
June Graham 

Jennifer H. 
Laura Hertrick  
Family of Jessica Hooper 

(Granddaughter of Pat 
& Steve Grossarth) 

Linda Idecker 
Katherine Johnson & 

family 
Wayne Johnson 
Michael L. 
Sam L. 
Michael Labasik 
Lemasters Family (Debbie 

Chesney) 
Barbara McCarthy 

Sara McCullough 
Brian McKay 
Lindsay Merryman 
G. Vernon Moore 
Jack Morrow 
Ray Morrow 
George Neiman 

John and Sandy Nelson 
Darryl Gunnison Odom 
Margaret Pedee 
Anne Robinson 
Jim Rogansky 
Mrs. Arlene Rucker 
Doug Rummens 
Morgan S. 

Regina S. 
Sam S. 
Robert Schlemmer 
Linda Shortz 
Linda Sollinger 
Pam Squires 
Will Stewart 
Don Thomas 
Don Walker 
Barry Yant 
Carol Young 
Laura Youngblood 
Rich Z. 
Dennis Zeveny 

https://www.myregistry.com/organization/Children-s-Hospital-of-Pittsburgh-of-UPMC-Child-Life-PITTSBURGH-PA/1445677
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If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list, 

For those of you who are new to SUMC, the 
whole month of October we sell pumpkins from 
our front lawn.  It takes many people to make this 
the success it has been.  This is our biggest 
annual fundraiser, averaging over $5,100 for the 
month in profit.  You do not have to lift pumpkins 
to “man” the pumpkin patch; you only need to 
smile and greet our customers, and be able to 

take their money for their purchase and make change.  We have a 
handy-dandy pumpkin measurer to make your job as easy as 
possible in pricing pumpkins.  I like to give the tape measurer to our 
customer so they can price their own pumpkins.  Please call Lou Ann 
at 412-983-8704 if you have any questions.  We can also try to match 
new volunteers with an experienced pumpkin seller their first time.  
Please consider taking a shift at this year’s pumpkin patch as many 

hands make light work!  The signup calendar is in the sanctuary. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  Our Pumpkins arrive Saturday, 
September 29 around 10 am.  Breakfast will be provided prior to the 
unloading.  Come to nourish your bodies for a good morning workout 
and have some fellowship time with fellow unloaders!  Please sign up 

on the paper in the back of the sanctuary.   

We also need some extra hands at 5 pm on Thursday, September 
27 to lay out the pallets that our precious orange cargo will be placed 
on.  This should not take too long if we get enough help!  Sign up on 

the paper in the back of the sanctuary!   

 Our pumpkins arrive September 29th at 10 am 

 this will be the 17th year we’ve had a pumpkin patch 

 our pumpkins come from the Navajo Indian reservation in 

Farmington, New Mexico 

 our patch is open the entire month of October, totaling about 375 

hours 

 our sale benefits the Navajo’s who grow our pumpkins and we 

receive a percentage of the total sales 

 in the past 16 years we have sold $247,580.57 in pumpkins 

 our profit to date is $82,584.07 

 the pumpkin patch originally started as a fundraiser for our youth 

group in 2002   

 you can go to pumpkinsusa.com to get more information   

 you don’t have to lift pumpkins to work our Patch! 

The Sewickley United Methodist 
Church will present our Third 

Grader’s with their very own Bible 
on September 16th during both 
services.  This year’s class has 

the following students:  Emmelia 
Gaebel, Andrew Hurst, Myles 

Kennedy and Penelope Moore.  If your student is entering the third 
grade this school year and isn’t listed, please contact the church office, 
Sandra Lane or Warren Kinneer. Parents are invited and encouraged to 

be there for the presentation. 

http://www.pumpkinsusa.com
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We are using “easyTithe” to offer 
online giving to our church family.  
Those who choose to give in this way 
can create a secure account from via 
easyTithe and set up recurring giving 

with selected funds, frequency, and amount.  easyTithe allows you to securely give via your bank account or 
credit/debit card.  You can give online by visiting the giving page on our website.  SUMC pays a monthly service 
fee to easyTithe, plus easyTithe charges us 3% for each donation made.  When giving via easyTithe, please 
considering covering the 3% transaction fee.   

You can also give via the easyTithe Mobile App. It is a simple as downloading the app to your smartphone and 
setting up your profile information in just a couple of steps.  Once setup, you can choose to make a one-time 

donation or set up recurring giving. 

Our lesson on the final night of Vacation Bible School 2018 - 
“Roaring River Rampage” - involved the Great Commission, the 
scripture passage from Matthew where Jesus asks the disciples to 
share his story with people of “all nations.” 

I asked the children in each VBS squad, how would we share 
Jesus? 

We sat beneath twinkling Christmas lights, intended to represent a 
starry night, in a darkened basement room. We were surrounded by 
a tent, a dozen camp chairs and some Christmas trees. It looked a 
little like a campground at night. We sat in a circle, as we might if we 
were camping in a forest. 

What would we tell people about God? 

I brought blocks and challenged the children to build towers. Tallest 
tower wins. To earn a block, you had to tell me something you 
would share about God. 

“God loves us,” I said and started my tower.  The children remained 
silent.  “God loves all of us,” I added.  “God listens to us,” I said. 

Slowly, the children joined the game.  “God made us.”  “God helps.”  
“God cares.”   

The activity accelerated, voices chirped on top of each other. 

“God saves us.”  “He died on the cross for us.”  “He forgives us.”  
“He is with us.”  “I love God.” 

My heart stopped. I called a timeout and asked Jackson Leety, who 
would celebrate his seventh birthday the next day, to repeat his 
response. 

“I love God,” he said.  Wow! 

Sometimes children repeat phrases they’ve heard from the teacher. 
Not this time.  “I love God” was not on my list of potential responses. 

I say it 100 times a day in silent prayers of 
spontaneous gratitude, but I’m not sure I’ve 
ever said it aloud in Sunday school or Bible 
study or the Simpson Room. Does anybody 
say it aloud? I’m not sure when I last heard anybody say it aloud in 
church.  

Thank God. Praise God. God is good. We voice those words 
without hesitation. But when do we breathe “I love God” into a 
conversation? I love my church. I love Sunday school. I love my 
church family. Some phrases come easily. But how often does “I 
love God” take flight at the dinner table, the workplace, the first tee, 
the playground, in the family van, the classroom, in a text message?  

Is there a precedent in the Bible? At the Transfiguration, God says 
“This is my son, whom I love …” Seems important that He said it 
aloud, and people heard Him.  

In John 21, after their breakfast on the beach, Jesus and Peter walk 
together.  Jesus asks, three times, “Do you love me?” Peter 
responds, three times, “You know that I love you.” After my Jackson 
moment, I looked at that passage again. Yes, Jesus knew that Peter 
loved him.  But he seems to want Peter to say it aloud. John, trailing 
them, heard it and recorded it for us. 

After he says it aloud the third time, Peter gets the “Feed my sheep” 
and “Follow me” charges. Was Jesus saying that when we are 
ready to say it aloud, so someone hears it, we are ready for new 
opportunities, ready to feed and to follow?    

Jackson was ready to feed the sheep that VBS evening. And I was 
one of those he fed. And it moved me, stirred some thought, and 
this created an action. Now I’m ready. 

“I love God!” 

 2018 Budget 
Budgeted 

to Date 
July Year-to-date 

Expenses  263,889.67  156,495.62  17,194.93  151,463.37 

Receipts  263,893.00  147,070.23  22,371.78  154,691.92 

Overage (Deficit)  3.33  (9,425.39)  5,176.85  3,228.55 

Here’s a summary 

of the latest  

Treasurer’s Report. 

Pam Honeychurch, 

Treasurer 

A CONVENIENT, CONSIST ANT WAY TO HELP OUR CHURCH GROW 

A VBS moment:  “I love God” 

By Bill Utterback 

https://www.sewickleyumc.org/
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Orders are due by Sunday, 

September 23 and will be ready 

for pickup October 4—7.  

Include payment with your 

order or pay when you pickup 

your soup or hummus.  If using 

EasyTithe, please include the 

3% transaction fee. 

SOUP & HUMMUS SALE FOR THE BUILDING OF FAITH 
All proceeds from this sale go toward the principal on the building loan. 

Give your order to the office or put it in the offering plate. 

Name:   __________________________    Phone Number:  _____________________________  

  Cash Amount:  ______  or   Check (made to SUMC) # ________or   EasyTithe  Total Amount Enclosed:  ___________ 

Choices 
Indicate quantity below 

$9 Quart $6 Pint 

Minestrone with sausage 

(w/ Pasta or Gluten free w/out Pasta) Mark Choice 

  

Tomato Dill   

Roasted Butternut Squash   

Sandra’s Hummus (vegetarian/vegan) $5 for ½ pint 

SEWICKLEY CLOCKTOWER RINGERS 

SUMC’s handbell choir will begin 
rehearsal again on Thursday, 
September 13th, from 6:15 – 7:15, 
in the sanctuary.  This choir usually provides the 
music during the traditional service on the second 
Sunday of each month.  While reading music is 

helpful, it is not a requirement to be part of the bell choir. If you are 
interested in ringing, or have questions about the bell choir, please 

contact Pamela Mayo: pemayo@verizon.net. 

WESLEY CHORALE 

The Wesley Chorale is comprised kids and youth, 8 years old through 
high school who provide music during the 11 o’clock hour, generally 
on the fourth Sunday of the month, from September through April.   
Rehearsals are on Thursday nights, after 
Kid’s Night Out, from 6:30—7:15 pm, in 
the choir room.  Please join us for our first 
rehearsal on September 13th.   If you have 
questions about this choir, please contact 

Matt McTeague. 

YOUTH CHOIR 

Under the leadership of Matt 
McTeague and Susie 
Moffett, the Youth Choir will 

rehearse on Sunday mornings at 11:30ish 
starting on Sept. 9th.  Children don’t need to be present every 
Sunday to be a part of the group. We welcome kids from preschool 
through 5th grade. The Youth Choir usually sings once every month or 
two during both services during the school year and are a part of the 

Children’s Christmas Pageant. 

CHANCEL CHOIR 

The Chancel Choir is preparing for a new season of 
praising God during our traditional service with our 
director, Matt McTeague, and we would love for you 
to join us. The choir meets on Thursday evenings at 7:30 in the 
Sanctuary and typically sings in worship the first and third Sundays of 
the month.  You do not need to be a trained singer, or even know how 
to read music, to join! We have a very faithful group of core members, 
but would love to have some additional voices, especially men. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact Susie Moffett, Pamela 
Mayo, or Matt McTeague on a Sunday morning, at 740-359-6484 or 

matthewmcteague@yahoo.com.  

Beginning on September 13, Thursday is the new big night for the kids of SUMC, with KID’S NIGHT OUT, 
YOUTH GROUP, and a HEALTHY SNACK, followed by WESLEY CHORALE 

 
 
 

 Kid’s Night Out (KNO) and Youth Group open the evening, from 5 
- 6 pm, meeting in Sunday school classrooms in the basement. 

 KNO, welcoming students from pre-school through fifth grade, is led 
by Bill Utterback, Holly Burnett, and Wilma and Jim Hamilton, and 
features a Bible lesson with actives, including games, crafts, 
playground time, science, service projects and Christmas pageant 
preparation 

 Youth Group, welcoming middle school and high school students, 
is led by Susie Moffett and Johnathan Burnett, and features themed 
Christian lessons 

 
 
 

 At 6 pm, a healthy snack is served by Donna 
Sawhill and her team of wonderful volunteers 

 From 6:30 - 7:15, the Wesley Chorale, 
welcoming students from upper elementary 
through high school, meets in the choir room with Matt McTeague, 
director of music. 

 
This evening is fun and packed with wonderful learning and 

friendship.  Be a friend and bring a friend! 

mailto:pemayo@verizon.net
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Order by April 3 for Aril 7 pickup 

You are invited to join the Fellowship of the Cross youth for a “Trust” party later this 

month. Meet us in the Simpson Room at 10 am on September 30. 

In the past, the FOTC youth hosted “packing” parties to help fill the shoeboxes we 
contribute to Operation Christmas Child.  We have filled 700 in the past seven years, at 

least 100 for six consecutive years. 

The purpose of the party is to pack boxes with gifts.  The energy for the party comes 

from Trust. 

We gather because we trust Jesus to use the 
boxes to bring Light and Hope and Joy to children, 

their families, friends and neighbors, somewhere in the world. In recent years, our boxes have gone to 

Columbia, Honduras, the Bahamas, Ukraine and several nations in Africa. 

We trust that when a child embraces the box and asks “Who? and “Why?,”  Jesus will meet him with 

life-shaping answers. 

Come to the Simpson Room between services on September 30 and see how many people trust Jesus 
to use the boxes. See how much energy our trust generates. The boxes will likely be filled in less than 
an hour. Some will come from the 9 am service, lifted by the music and the worship. Others will come 
before the 11 am service and then enter worship knowing God is on the move.  The Sunday school 

classes will be fully involved. 

Before we get to the party, we have a few needs to fill. We need more toothbrushes and bars of soap. 
We need more crayons and markers, pencil sharpeners, safety scissors, rulers with a metric, and small 
stuffed animals. If you would rather make a financial contribution, and allow the FOTC team to shop, 

see Pamela Mayo, Bill Utterback or any of the FOTC youth. 

The Fellowship of the Cross would like to thank our church family 
for making August an answer month. Every time we asked for 
something, many of you answered. 

We asked you to support our car wash, and you helped us raise 
more than $400 for Operation Christmas child. We would like to 
thank everyone who helped with the car wash, those who brought 
us a car (or two!), and those who donated even though they couldn’t 
get to the car wash. And we would like to thank the friend who 
brought us a hose so we could extend our reach into the parking lot. 

We asked you to help us decorate the church for VBS, and you 
brought us kayaks and paddles, tents and camp chairs, Christmas 
trees and lights, life jackets and helmets, a large inflatable Beaver 
and some stuffed animals to inhabit our forest. We created a river-
side experience for more than 40 children. Thank you. (If you 
haven’t claimed your trees or camp chairs yet, or your inflatable or 
stuffed animals, you can find them in the teen room, or see Mr. Bill). 

We needed a rally to move closer to our goal of filling 100 shoe 
boxes for Operation Christmas Child, and you answered with 
donations of school supplies and other valued contributions. Thank 
you. We will reach our goal together. 

By responding so generously and energetically, you inspire and 
encourage us to keep looking for ways to share God’s love in the 
community and in the 
world.  

Thank you, 
Fellowship of the Cross 

Items Still Needed 

“Trust” Party 

The Fellowship of the Cross (FOTC), a 
youth-driven service group launched 
nearly seven years ago at Sewickley 
United Methodist Church, is inviting 
interested students to join us for the 
2018-2019 school year and beyond. 
FOTC meets Sunday mornings in the 
Simpson Room around 11 am, 
following the Sunday school hour, to 
work on various service and giving 
projects.  
Recent assignments included being in charge of 
decorations for Vacation Bible School, as well as serving 
as music, story telling, recreation, crafts and group leaders 
during VBS.  The group is also involved in various mission 
projects throughout the year, both locally, nationally, and 
internationally.  Currently, FOTC is working on its eighth-
annual Operation Christmas Child shoebox drive, which 
they will be wrapping up at the end of September.  FOTC 
has helped SUMC deliver 700 shoeboxes full of Christmas 
gifts for children in need throughout the world over the past 
seven years.  Upcoming projects include corresponding 
with SUMC shut-ins, preparing care packages for our 
college students and military personnel, and Christmas 
caroling. 
New members are welcome at any time during the year.  If 
you have questions about FOTC, please contact Bill 
Utterback or Pamela Mayo. 

THANK YOU! 
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Welcoming Everyone (“WE”) is a local 
nonpartisan group that seeks to bring 
together people of different backgrounds in 
and around our Quaker Valley area. Their 
goal is to create opportunities for fellowship 
that will foster communication, 
understanding, caring, and respect for one 
another. The group feels that many of us 
are disheartened by the divisiveness of our society today. They 
believe that by creating ways that the community can come 
together, we will discover how much we all share regardless of our 

differences.  Sewickley UMC is a supporting organization.   

For more info: facebook.com/welcomingeveryone. 

Join Welcoming Everyone  & 
 the Sewickley Valley YMCA for 

Sharing our Cultures: 
An International Potluck Brunch 

Sunday, September 16, 1 to 3 pm 

Sewickley Valley YMCA’s Community 
Activity Center (by the Paddle Tennis Courts) — Blackburn Road, 

Sewickley 

 Hear immigrants’ and refugees’ stories 

 Share your family’s tale of coming to America 

 Bring a dish from your culture or heritage 

PLEASE RSVP to welcoming15143@gmail.com 

The Explorers have finished the record of the Israelis.  In 1275, Joshua led them into the land promised 
to Abram.  In 1000, the locus of power accumulated onto King David.  The two kingdoms sought their 
own way. They had good kings like Asa, Jehu, Hezekiah and Josiah. They had bad kings like Ahab & 
Manasseh.  YHWH whispered in Elijah’s ear, and prophets began to appear.   Four men — Amos, 
Micah, Hosea, & Isaiah —began writing their prophecies down, and calling for reform.  Jonah tried to 

run away.  Isaiah was able to convince the king that if he’d just cleanse the idols out of the city of Jerusalem, the invincible Assyrian 
army would simply go away.  They did!  The culmination of the kingdoms came when the High Priest presented some Temple trash to a 
boy named King Josiah. These two showed what they’d found to a prophetess named Huldah.  She recognized it, and all the law since 
Moses was amended to reflect what had been learned.  Deuteronomy was “the second writing” of the law.  It’s as important to the Torah 
as the 14th Amendment is to our Constitution. 

The people of the Northern Kingdom had already been disbursed by the Assyrians.  Now, in 587, Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and 
the Temple.  The people of Judah get removed in an orderly manner, and are put to work along the Euphrates River.  The prophets 
could no longer speak to kings. Individual oracles began to speak to the Jewish public.  Nahum, who was delighted to see Assyria 
crushed, was amazed at the extent of devastation of this once invincible people!  Habakkuk was amazed at the Babylonian’s brutality in 
destroying the Temple.  Obadiah is confident that YHWH will punish their Edomite cousins for pillaging Jerusalem’s spoils after the 
Temple’s destruction.  Now we turn to Jeremiah, the apex oracle, to hear what he tells us from exile in Egypt. 

Come join us in the library between services.  Watch the hand of the Holy Spirit reveal God to the generations. 

OUR NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS SEPTEMBER 9 

Sunday School will kick off its new year with classes for all ages on September 9 at 10 am. 

Everyone, preschool through adult, is encouraged to join in study, discussion, fellowship, and have the 

opportunity to gain increased understanding of scripture and to grow closer to Jesus and each other. 

Children and Youth classes meet in the Sunday School rooms in the basement.  Below is a list of the 

classes, along with the leaders.    

Hope to see you there! 

Christian Education Co-Directors Barry and Andrea Lewis 

Preschool 

(in the nursery) 

Susie Moffett 

Kindergarten & 

1st and 2nd Grades 

Bill Utterback & Beth Zeanchock 

3rd, 4th and 5th Grades 

Roberta Davis & Wilma Hamilton 

Middle School 

Rev. Barry Lewis & Rev. Jim 

Hamilton 

High School 

Jack Moffett & Mitch Hortert 

“Explorers” 

Roger Thomas and Mark Benjamin 

Meets in the library and 

focuses on Biblical study 

“Searching for Jesus” 

Willie Nicholson, Sandy Kuriger, Donna Sawhill 

Focuses on contemporary Christian issues 

and meets in the parlor 

https://www.facebook.com/welcomingeveryone/
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September 2018 

September 6 

October 4 

November 1 

December 6 

January 3 

February 7 

March 7 

April 4 

May 2 

June 6 

Is serving on a mission trip something you have 
considered?  Have you wondered what it would be 
like?  Would it change your life?  Would you like to 
help others?  Do you have a heart to serve?  Can you 
show love and acceptance to the least of these?  
Would it change your heart?  Our 2019 Red Bird 
Mission Team will serve the week of June 16-23.  
Is God calling you to be part of the team?  No 

special skills are required, just the desire to be in service.  Most “Work 
Campers” go into the community to help with home repairs, but there are also 
opportunities to serve on campus.   If you have questions or would like to be 
part of the 2019 team, please reach out to Pam Honeychurch, Jenine Furry or 

Kristine Swaney. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

3 

 

4 

8 PM AA 

5 

6:30 PM Leap of Faith 
7 PM Informative 

Program on Autism 

Spectrum 

6 

11 AM - 1 PM Salad 

Luncheon 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

7 

5 PM - 8 PM 

Rummage Sale 
7 PM AA 

8 

8 AM - 12 PM 

Rummage Sale 
10 AM - 1 PM 

Sewickley Harvest 

Festival / Taco 

Sale 
6 PM Film Club 

9 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
11:30 AM Youth Choir 
12 PM Heroes Reception 

10 

6:30 PM Finance 

Committee 
6:30 PM Trustees 
8 PM Council Meeting 

11 

9:30 AM Bible Study 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

12 

6:30 PM Leap of Faith 

13 

5 PM Kid's Night Out 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Choir 
6:30 PM Wesley 

Chorale 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

14 

7 PM AA 

15 

1 PM Installation 

Service for 

Pittsburgh District 

Superintendent 

16 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
11:30 AM Youth Choir 
1 PM Welcoming Everyone 

Potluck Brunch 

17 

6 PM UMW Dinner & 

Meeting 

18 

9:30 AM Bible Study 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

19 

6:30 PM Leap of Faith 

20 

5 PM Kid's Night Out 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Choir 
6:30 PM Wesley 

Chorale 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

21 

7 PM AA 

22 

23 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
11:30 AM Youth Choir 

24 

7 PM Safety and 

Security 

Committee 

Meeting 

25 

9:30 AM Bible Study 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

26 

6:30 PM Leap of Faith 

27 

5 PM Kid's Night Out 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Choir 
6:30 PM Wesley 

Chorale 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

28 

7 PM AA 

29 

8 AM Pumpkin 

Breakfast 
10 AM Pumpkins 

Arrive 

10 AM - 7 PM 

Pumpkin Patch  
12 PM Private Party  

30 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Operation Christmas 

Child "Trust" Party 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
11:30 AM Youth Choir 

12 - 7 PM Pumpkin Patch  

      

<———————— RUMMAGE SALE SETUP ————————> 

Salad Luncheon Dates for 2018/19 


