
Sewickley United Methodist Church 

From The Pastor’s Heart 
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On September 11, I, like many of you, was keenly aware of 
where I was and what I was doing when the first plane hit the 

north tower of the World Trade Center. 

Like you, I find it hard to believe that fateful day was eighteen 
years ago. Many of us remember it like it was yesterday. The 
overwhelming emotions of shock, grief, and anger fell over us 

like a wet blanket suffocating the very breath out of us. 

All these years later I still find myself asking “why?” — a 
question I still cannot answer. With each passing day, week, 
month, and year, I ask why is there so much hatred in the world. 
It breaks my heart that children are experiencing “active shooter 

drills” in school even before they learn to read and write. 

All these years later, I fear much of what we learned as a result 

of 9/11 is being lost to time and apathy. 

Today there are those who never heard of 9/11. Others simply 
know about the events of September 11, 2001 through history 

books and the stories their parents and grandparents tell. 

My fear is that what the younger generation is learning about 

9/11 is nothing more than facts and numbers. 

 19 men hijacked 4 fuel-loaded US commercial airplanes 

bound for west coast destinations. 

 A total of 2,977 people were killed in New York City, 

Washington, DC, and outside of Shanksville, Pennsylvania. 

 At the World Trade Center (WTC) site in Lower Manhattan, 
2,753 people were killed when hijacked American Airlines 
Flight 11 and United Airlines Flight 175 were intentionally 
crashed into the north and south towers, or as a result of the 

crashes. 

 Of those who perished during the initial attacks and the 
subsequent collapses of the towers, 343 were New York 
City firefighters, 23 were New York City police officers and 

37 were officers at the Port Authority. 

 The victims ranged in age from 2 to 85 years. Approximately 

75-80% of the victims were men. 

 At the Pentagon in Washington, 184 people were killed 
when hijacked American Airlines Flight 77 crashed into the 

building. 

 Near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, 40 passengers and crew 
members aboard United Airlines Flight 93 died when the 
plane crashed into a field. It is believed that the hijackers 
crashed the plane in that location, rather than their unknown 
target, after the passengers and crew attempted to retake 

control of the flight deck. 

 As of July 2019, 1,644 (60%) of 2,753 WTC victims' remains 
have been positively identified, according to the medical 

examiner's office. 

Timeline:  September 11, 2001 

 8:46 a.m. ET - American Airlines Flight 11 (traveling from 
Boston to Los Angeles) strikes the north tower of the World 

Trade Center in New York City. 

 9:03 a.m. ET - United Airlines Flight 175 (traveling from 
Boston to Los Angeles) strikes the south tower of the World 

Trade Center in New York City.  

 9:37 a.m. ET - American Airlines Flight 77 (traveling from 
Dulles, Virginia, to Los Angeles) strikes the Pentagon 

Building in Washington.  

Continued next page 
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 9:59 a.m. ET - South tower of WTC collapses in 

approximately 10 seconds. 

 10:03 a.m. ET - United Airlines Flight 93 (traveling from 
Newark, New Jersey, to San Francisco) crashes in a field 

near Shanksville, Pennsylvania.  

 10:28 a.m. ET - North tower of WTC collapses. The time 
between the first attack and the collapse of both World 

Trade Center towers is 102 minutes. 

We must never allow time, busyness, apathy to reduce folks to 

nothing more than a statistic…to facts and numbers. 

As I was driving visiting shut-ins on 9/11 of this year I was 
listening to the radio. I learned that the very first fireman killed in 
New York City that day was a result of a body landing on him as 

a result of a man jumping out of a tower window. 

So many lives were turned upside down that day and forever 
changed.  September 11, 2001 is not just a sentence in a history 

book. 

This is not about statistics. Each number represents a son, 
daughter, husband, wife, mother, father, sister, brother.  Each 
person lost had dreams, goals and aspirations.  Each and every 

one was looking forward to going home to loved ones. 

It is my prayer that if we learned nothing else form September 
11, 2001 it will be that we see each other…truly see each other 

as our brothers and sisters. 

Blessings, 

  

  

Pastor Russel 

 

From The Pastor’s Heart, continued 

On this worldwide day of unity, this special 
offering benefits World Communion 
Scholarships, the Ethnic Scholarship 
Program and the Ethnic In-Service 

Training Program.   

As a small child, Mary Grace Galapon 
labored as a housemaid in exchange for 
food and clothing. Yet, allowed to attend 
church, she found hope. Offerings on 
World Communion Sunday have allowed 
this deaconess, of the Mindanao 
Philippines Annual Conference, to pursue 

an education that is now changing her community as she works 

to eliminate poverty. 

Mary Grace’s work, and the impact of hundreds more like her, 

are possible because you give. 

Will you give generously on World Communion Sunday to make 
education and vocational impact possible for more students, like 
Mary Grace? Will you equip gifted and qualified students from 
around the globe to become the world-changers God created 

them to be? 

Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the most powerful weapon 
you can use to change the world.”  And because the people of 
The United Methodist Church believe that all of God’s children 
have been created and gifted to build the kingdom Jesus 
ushered in, we’re resourcing them to do just that. Because of 
your giving on World Communion Sunday, the most powerful 

tool to change the world is in more hands. 

Please give generously to this special offering, which often 
enables first-generation students to attend college. You may use 
the special envelope or EasyTithe (choose “World 

Communion”). 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY – OCTOBER 6 – SPECIAL OFFERING 

SEWICKLEY UMC CHURCH CONFERENCE 

On Tuesday, October 15 at 7pm, all members of the congregation are invited and encouraged 
to attend Sewickley UMC’s Church Conference.  This year’s conference is a joint conference 
with and at Coraopolis UMC (1205 Ridge Ave, Coraopolis, PA). 

If you have officially joined SUMC, you may also vote on matters brought forth at the Church Conference.  At the Church 
Conference, the state of SUMC is presented via various reports.  Additionally, the church body has the responsibility to approve 
those persons who will serve as church leaders for 2019 (such as Church Council Chair, Lay Leader, Lay Delegate to Annual 
Conference, Treasurer).  The church body receives and votes on the recommended clergy compensation package (salary, 
reimbursable account, and housing allowance).  At the Church Conference, the church may adopt goals for the church ministry, as 
recommended by Church Council.  It is hoped that you will attend this important yearly meeting of Sewickley United Methodist 

Church. If you have any questions about Church Conference, Pastor Russel would be happy to speak with you. 



Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities - October 2019 
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October 6, 2019 
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

World Communion Sunday 

Sermon:  “One Brick at a Time” 

Liturgist:  Donna Sawhill 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Lamentations 1:1-6 Psalm 137 (UMH 852) 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 Luke 17:5-10 

October 13, 2019 
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Blessing of the Animals 
Handbells Play 

Sermon:  “Do You See?” 

Liturgist:  Dorothy Jadlowiec 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed  (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 Psalm 66:1-12 (UMH 790) 

2 Timothy 2:8-15 Luke 17:11-19 

October 20, 2019 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sheltered with Love 

Sermon:  “Praying In-Between” 

Liturgist:  Brad Jones 

A/V:  Kelly Apple (9 am) / Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Jeremiah 31:27-34 

Psalm 119:97-104, or Psalm 19 (UMH 75) 
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 Luke 18:1-8 

October 27, 2019 
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sermon:  “Which Side Are You?” 

Liturgist:  Matthew McAliley 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed  (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Joel 2:23-32 

Psalm 65 (UMH 789) 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 Luke 18:9-14 

Sunsets arrive earlier as we slip deeper 
into autumn, but they continually speak 
to us of God’s continuing creativity, his 
constant presence, and his ability to turn 

our attention to His intention for us. 

I feel called to turn our October sunset 
prayers to Labor Day. It is a September 
holiday, but September’s sunset prayers 
were crowded with students and 
teachers returning to school, and our 
church family turning toward a new 

season of worship. 

I wanted our Labor Day prayers to have 
room to breathe, so I moved them to 
October.  I’ve probably never given 
enough attention in prayer to the people I 
work with, and to the people who work to 
serve all of us, and to people who have 

retired from positions and places where 
they labored long for their families and 

for us.  

From wherever you are, with family or 
friends or alone, lift prayer at sunset on 
October 6 (or any time throughout 
October) for the working people who 
have touched your lives.  It could be first 
responders, or first grade teachers, the 
server who brings your first cup of coffee 
in the morning, or the mechanic you call 

when the “check engine” light first 
flashes.  It could be an assistant 
manager, a physician’s assistant, a 
parking attendant or a sales associate. It 
could be a UPS driver or a bus driver.  
Definitely could be somebody on an IT 

team. 

I am also moved to include people I’ve 
worked with over the years, people who 
have shaped my walk, but faded from 

everyday life and my everyday prayers. 

You may, like me, find too many to stuff 
into one sunset. No problem. God will 
provide another tomorrow, and the next 
day … no end to His capacity for 
producing sunsets, or for listening to our 
prayers. Thank you for joining me. 

SUNSET PRAYERS 
by Bill Utterback 
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

SALAD LUNCHEON — Our monthly 
Salad Luncheon is Thursday, October 3 
from 11 am to 1 pm.  Proceeds from our 
community luncheons support the General 
Fund.  Please consider donating your 
homemade salads for the luncheons. 
Salads should be brought to the Simpson Room by 10 am on 
the day of the luncheon or the evening prior during LOF 
practice. Want to volunteer to help? Volunteers are always 
welcome!  We’d love to see some new faces.  If you haven’t 
donated a salad in the past and need some guidance, or would 

like to volunteer, please contact Belinda Resler 412-708-9966. 

4TH SUNDAY FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 
The grocery cart will be in the sanctuary for 
October’s collection on October 27th,  but you 
may bring items at any time and place them in 
the cart in the hallway across from the restrooms.  
Families in need are assisted by the Sewickley 
Community Center Food Pantry on Wednesdays 
from 11:30 am to 1 pm; anyone in need will be 
helped – I.D. required showing resident of  15143 –  Sewickley;  
15108 – Coraopolis;  15056 – Leetsdale; and  15003 – 

Ambridge. 

3RD ANNUAL HAYRIDE — All are 
invited to the 3rd Annual Hay Ride & 
Bon Fire on Saturday, October 5, at 
Sandy & Bill Kuriger's home from 6 to 9 
pm.  Hotdogs, buns, hot chocolate and 
water will be provided.   Things you 
might want to bring: chair, blanket, 
roasting forks, flashlight, snack to share 

or makings for S'mores.  There is a sign-up sheet in the back of 
the sanctuary.  Don’t miss this opportunity to have a great time 

and fellowship with your Church Family.   

FALL WELCOME DINNER — This is the 
second year SUMC will serve a public 
dinner to kick off autumn. Please come on 
Saturday, October 12th from 5-7 pm.  
Bring friends for a traditional homemade 
roast pork, sausage and sauerkraut 
dinner with potatoes, Haluski, homemade 
desserts, and beverages. The price is $12 
for adults; $6 for 5-12; and under 5 free. Bavarian pretzels and 
root beer will be available for a separate cost.  There are 
plenty of places where you can help, too. The proceeds 
benefit the church. Please call Donna Sawhill (412-916-0854), 
Sandy Kuriger (412-559-9652) or the office (412-741-943) for 

tickets.  Want to help?  Contact Donna or Sandy. 

LEFTOVER CANDY — If you have leftover 
Halloween candy, and don't know what to 
do with it, you can donate it to FOTC and 
we'll use it for the care packages we send 
to the college kids during exams.  Just 
leave it in our donations box in the 

narthex.  Thanks! 

We invite all interested women to 
meet with us on Monday, October 
21, for a dinner meeting that includes 
our annual Prayer and Self-Denial 
Service which will be led by Vice-

President Wilma Hamilton.  Please bring a salad, vegetable or 
dessert to share.  Dinner begins at 6 pm and the meeting 

follows at 6:45 pm.  All are welcome. 

LUNCHEON FOR ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 
On Sunday, November 3rd, the church will 
honor those who passed during the year 
with a special service. A fellowship 
luncheon will be held for everyone after the 
traditional service. Please bring a dish for 

the table.  

In July, 150 BLESSING BAGS were 
packed following worship services.  You 
are invited to take a bag or two to carry in 
your vehicle; when you see a person in 
need, hand the person a Blessing Bag.  
The bag contains some comfort items, as 
well as snacks and beverages.  
Additionally, a resource sheet lists contacts 
for assistance with shelter, food, medical 

care, veteran services, and more.  The Blessing Bags are 
available in the Simpson Room and in the Narthex.  While 
primarily targeted for “homeless” persons, you are welcome to 
give a Blessing Bag to anyone whom may be in need of such a 

bag and/or the resources listed. 

DINNER OUTREACH — Five times a 
year SUMC serves a hot buffet to 
approximately 150 people at Center for 
Hope, an outreach ministry in Ambridge. 
The next serving date is Thursday, 
October 31. Maybe you’d like to help 
with cooking, serving or by donating 
some of the food items needed.  Please 

let Donna Sawhill know if you want to help. 

Call or text 412-916-0854. 

The FILM GROUP will meet on the second 
Saturday of each month beginning on 

November 9. 

Fall 
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BLOOD DRIVE 

Vitalant Blood Drive – November 10th from 8 am to 1 pm in the church’s Simpson - The 
drive is open to the public, so please share the date with others.  There is a critical shortage 
of blood in the Pittsburgh area, so if you are able to give, please consider doing so.  General 
qualifications to donate blood are: must be at least 16 years old, weigh at least 110 pounds, 
and be in good general health. For more information (including further qualifications), call 

877.258.4825 or visit vitalant.org. 

3 ways to make an appointment: 

 Visit vitalant.org, click on the Donate button and search with group code G0330008 

 Download the Vitalant-Pittsburgh Mobile App for your smartphone 

 Call 877.25.VITAL or contact church office at 412.741.9430 

NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

The United Methodist Women will hold its third and final Sale for Missions for this 
year on Friday, November 1st from 5 to 8 pm and Saturday, November 2nd from 

8 am to 1 pm.  We appreciate your donations of gently used seasonal clothing, 
jewelry, household items, games, puzzles, books and other items that are clean and 
in good condition.  We cannot accept electronics, including TVs, telephones, VCR 

players and such, or large items of furniture.  All monies go to fund our mission 
budget for mission work here at home, across our nation and around the world.  

Thank you for your support. 

Hallmark Cards started “Clergy Day of Honor” in 
1992.  Pastor Appreciation Day is the second 

Sunday in October and all of October is known as 
“Pastor Appreciation Month.” 

How will you show Pastor Russel  
your appreciation this month? 

BIBLE STUDY 

Is it possible that good things can 
come out of our broken dreams? 
“When God Doesn’t Fix It,” by Laura 
Story, examines what the Bible says 
about God and why our lives often don't turn out the way we like. 
God may not fix everything. In fact, our situation might never 
change or get better. But..we can. Bible Study meets in the church 
library and is led by Pastor Russel.  For the convenience of those 
participating, there are two meeting times on Wednesday:  9:30 am 

and 7 pm.  Join us anytime! 

The SUMC Youth Group will be 
meeting on the second Sunday of each 
month (generally) from 1 - 3 pm.  All 
teens in 6th-12th grades are 
encouraged to come participate in the 
discussion, games and general fun.  
The next meeting is October 13th 

when we will be helping with haunted house decorating.  Youth 
are welcome to stay after church or come early for pizza.  We also 
have a number of fun field trips in the works! See Susie Moffett 
(Susie.fhnc@gmail.com) or Johnathan Burnett 

(burnettjohnathan@gmail.com) for more information! 

Expect a Miracle! 

https://www.vitalant.org/Home.aspx
https://www.vitalant.org/Home.aspx
mailto:Susie.fhnc@gmail.com
mailto:burnettjohnathan@gmail.com


 2019 Budget 
Budgeted 

to Date 
August Year-to-date 

Expenses  272,479.40  189,683.48  23,420.37  177,441.03 

Receipts  272,479.40  167,984.32  14,576.39  165,524.97 

Overage (Deficit)  0.00  (21,699.16)  (8,843.98)  (11,916.06) 

Here’s a summary 

of the latest  

Treasurer’s Report. 

Pam Honeychurch, 

Treasurer 
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John A. 
Sally Barton 
Betty Beaman 
Christy Bickel 
Bill & Barb 
Margaret Cable 
Jack Certain 
Daly and Gold Families (in the 

passing of Beverly Daly, 
Heather Gold’s mother) 

Jackie Dawson 
Susan Dobbins 

Pat Dougherty 
Lou Egenlauf 
Beth Ellisher 
Jim Fisher 
Pat Fulton 
Bill Gittins 
Jim Graham 
Atleah Grubb 
Jennifer H. 
Amanda Hooper 
Joe 
Mary Huber (Roberta Davis’ 

sister) 
Linda Idecker 
Ceel Janosik 
Wayne Johnson 
Dr. John Keriotis 
Sean Kowalski 
Joe L. 
Dixie Lemasters (Debbie 

Chesney’s mom) 

Michelle Malito 
Maria 
Dana Mason 
Doris Mason 
Sara McCullough 
Lindsay Merryman 
Tony Morgan 
Al Mutchka 
Amy Napierkowski 
John and Sandy Nelson 
Jim O. 
Margaret Pedee 
Kathy Penwell 
Betty Rodgers 
Jim Rogansky 
Dave S. 
Ed S. 
Mary Sava 
Linda Shortz 
Bill Seifried 
Wendy Shepard 

Congregation of Sheraden 
UMC 

C.R. and Lorraine Simpson 
Ronli Smith 
Linda Sollinger 
Frank Sopko 
Robert Spardy 
Chris Speanburg 
Pam Squires 
Will Stewart 
Tamara 
Trevon 
Mark Turnley 
Kara Wayne and Family 
Barry Yant 
Laura Youngblood 
Rich Z. 
Dennis Zeveny 

UMCOR (UMC relief agency)  DISASTER RESPONSE UPDATES 

Flood and Hurricane Responses – With the recent responses, the Eastbrook Mission Barn (a satellite 
facility for UMCOR) has a low supply of both cleaning kits and hygiene kits.  If you would like to assemble 
either kit, the “recipes” can be found on the information table in the back of the sanctuary or email 
maboward1@aol.com and Martha will email the necessary information. SUMC will also accept donations 
to be forwarded to Eastbrook Mission Barn to assist in the purchase of kit materials.  Early Response 
Team Leaders were also put on alert in order to respond to the immediate needs and long term recovery 
efforts.  Elsewhere in the USA, UMCOR has issued grants for early response needs to Annual 
Conferences which experienced severe weather losses.  As early assessments are done and long term plans are formulated, 
further grants will be issued.  Those grants are made possible by donations to UMCOR.  You may give to UMCOR by including 
your additional gift with your regular offering, marking “UMCOR,” by using EasyTithe via sewickleyumc.org or the EasyTithe app 

(again indicate “UMCOR”), or by visiting umcor.org. 

UMCOR is generally one of the first agencies to response to disasters in the USA and around the world, and it is generally one of 
the last ones to leave a recovering area.  Again, that work is only possible through our generous giving to UMCOR.  Interested in 
the other work of UMCOR?  Visit www.umcor.org.  Updates on most recent disaster responses can be found at 

www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/us-disaster-response and www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/international-disaster-response. 

UMCOR is monitoring the situation and will continue to be in close contact with conference disaster response coordinators in 

Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina and Virginia. 

Solidarity grants have been awarded to UMCOR partners including the Florida and North Carolina conferences and the Bahamas 

Conference of the Methodist Church to assist with initial response efforts. 

mailto:maboward1@aol.com
https://www.sewickleyumc.org
https://www.umcor.org/
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/us-disaster-response
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/international-disaster-response
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Please write to our shut-ins and 
keep them in your prayers.  The 

church office can provide you with 
contact information. 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Jerry Hagadorn 

Virginia Harriger 

B.J. (Elizabeth) Manzinger 

Pat Rudy 

Doug Rummens 

Patricia Smith 

Bonnie Stoicovy 

Shirley Sye 

TRICK OR TREAT FOR UNICEF!  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27 

KIDS ARE WELCOME TO WEAR COSTUMES AS THEY 
COLLECT FOR UNICEF DURING THE 9 AM & 11 AM SERVICES  

UNICEF PROVIDES AID TO IMPOVERISHED CHILDREN 

Being a hero goes beyond dressing up in a costume this Halloween season. You can channel your own superpowers to 
help deliver lifesaving supplies to children in need this October. With as little as $1 you can give hope to millions of 
children around the world through UNICEF USA.  $5 can provide a pack of 10 notebooks, $7 could provide safe water to 
a child for 1 year and 10 bars of soap, $20 could provide 2 fleece blankets, $30 could provide 1 first aid kit, and $43 could 

provide a round of immunizations against 12 childhood diseases. 

Kids learn positive values, like empathy and global awareness, while learning that they have the power to make a 
difference.  Please consider saving your coins now (or dollars and checks) for our kid's UNICEF collections.  The Sunday 
School teachers will be sharing UNICEF information with their classes.  You can always check out the program at 
trickortreatforunicef.org. 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your gifts to UMCOR Disaster Response and Recovery! The dear people you just helped 
with your gift to UMCOR may never have the opportunity to meet you, but if they did, I am certain their 
response would be—Thank you! Since 1940, UMCOR has served as the humanitarian agency of the 
United Methodist Church, providing disaster response and relief to areas impacted by natural and man-
made disasters around the world. And through your financial support, you are serving within a vital 

network of interactive relationships as UMCOR responds to increasingly-frequent and destructive storms—sharing 100% of 
donated funds with those in need! Together, may we continue to reveal the love of God for men, women, and children of all ethnic, 

racial, cultural, and national backgrounds and to demonstrate genuine love for our neighbors.  

Grace & Peace, 

Thomas G. Kemper, General Secretary, and Roland Fernandes, COO and General Treasurer 

The UM Women wish to thank everyone who helped in any way to make our September Sale for Missions a success.  We raised 

$1237.35 from the September Sale.  All of the $1237.35 goes toward our UMW Missions pledge of $2700.00.   

https://www.unicefusa.org/trick-or-treat
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Sunday School is held each Sunday at 10 am between the services.  Everyone, preschool 
through adult, is encouraged to join in study, discussion, fellowship, and have the opportunity 
to gain increased understanding of scripture and to grow closer to Jesus and each other. 

Children and Youth classes meet in the Sunday School rooms in the basement.  Below is a list 
of the classes, along with the leaders.    

Hope to see you there! 
Christian Education Co-Directors Barry and Andrea Lewis 

Preschool 
(in the nursery) 

Susie Moffett & Volunteer 

Kindergarten & 
1st and 2nd Grades 

Bill Utterback & Beth Zeanchock 

3rd, 4th and 5th Grades 
Roberta Davis &  
Wilma Hamilton 

Middle School 
Rev. Jim Hamilton, Kandace Kramer, 
Johnathan Burnett and Andrea Lewis 

High School 
Jack Moffett & Mitch Hortert 

“Explorers” 
Mark Benjamin and Volunteer 

Meets in the library and 
focuses on Biblical study 

“Searching for Jesus” 
Willie Nicholson, Sandy Kuriger, Donna Sawhill 

Focuses on contemporary Christian issues 
and meets in the parlor 

by Roger Thomas 

The Persian Emperor Darius allowed the Jews 
to return home to Jerusalem, and appointed 
Zerubbabel governor of “the State of Judah.”  
This is the first Biblical example of “millet 
administration” in which diverse peoples practiced their cultures 
inside a larger, imperial structure.  (The Romans followed this 
policy during Jesus’ life.  The Jewish King Herod of Galilee, for 
example, was not entirely free from Rome’s Pontius Pilate in 

Jerusalem.) 

The prophet Zechariah was still in Babylon.  He had 8 visions 

during a single night.   

He opens with a vision of a world “helpless and subdued.”  
YHWH has come to “show mercy on his people” and restore 
Jerusalem and the Temple.  His workman will “terrify and 
overthrow the nations that have crushed and scattered his 

people.” 

There is no need to build a wall around the new Jerusalem 
because YHWH will build “a wall of fire around the city and 
protect it.”  Then, there is a major change: “Many nations will 
come to the Lord and become his people.”  This is new to 

Scripture. 

The third vision is a personal delight to me.  
When High Priest Joshua comes to meet the 
Lord, Satan personally confronts him with every 
sin he’s ever committed.  Joshua “is like a stick 

snatched from the fire.”  He is given new robes and charged with 
management of the Temple. The prominence of prophecy is 
quite apparent, and the governor’s role is gradually surpassed 
by the priest.  The Temple replaces the palace as the center of 

the world.  People’s worship is more important than royal power. 

The fourth vision follows.  The temple will be built, “not by might 
and power, but by spirit.”  This vision also describes how YHWH 
packs all the sins of the world into a basket, which is then taken 
to a far land where it will be worshiped.  Evil is embodied and 
worshipped.  As of now there is an active embodiment of evil.  

The Devil has been revealed. 

Two predominant ideas are new in Zechariah: 
1)  Spirit prevails over power and extends beyond just Jews. 

2)  There is an active force of evil on earth.  

Come, join us in the library between services.  Watch the hand 

of the Holy Spirit move through human affairs. 

There will be a blessing of 
the animals at both services 
on October 13.  Bring your 

well-behaved pets on a 
leash or in a carrier (all pets 
must be under your control 

to receive a blessing). 

You are also invited to bring photographs of your 
deceased beloved animal companions to be placed 

on the altar rail at the appropriate time in the service. 

We believe it is time to ask God and each 
other for a miracle. In 2012, we borrowed 
money to renovate the sanctuary to what it 
is today, a beautiful and accessible place to 
worship. With this in mind, we need to 
eliminate the debt so we can focus on other 
areas of ministry.  We have chosen 
December 22 as our “Miracle Sunday.”  We 
are asking for your prayers and for you to 

join us as we approach our “Time for a Miracle.” 

Miracle Sunday Committee 



OCTOBER 2019 MINUTES PAGE 9 

You are invited to attend the Western PA United Christian Ashram held at the Jumonville 
Conference and Retreat Center October 11-13.  What is a Christian Ashram and what is 

Jumonville? 

A Christian Ashram is a structured Christian experience held in a retreat setting for the 
purpose of deepening one's spiritual growth.  The weekend retreat, which runs from 
Friday dinner time through Sunday lunch time, is an opportunity to come apart from 
(ashram) our daily hustle and bustle of life and focus on being in God's presence.  The concept of a Christ-centered retreat was 
born in the heart of the Methodist missionary E. Stanley Jones while he served God as an evangelist in India. Ashrams of various 
lengths are held throughout the world.  Ours in Western PA is held over a weekend.  Others ashrams are held over an entire week 
and some are held in a single day, but all of them including preaching, Bible teaching and witnessing.  This year our Evangelist is 

Christine Rogan, our Bible Teacher is Jim Gear, and our Lay Witness speaker is Erica Hubsch. 

Jumonville is a church camp and retreat center located atop a "mountain" overlooking Uniontown, PA.  In Pennsylvania, we call 
very high hills "mountains."  That sounds a bit odd after taking a western trip to the Rockies, however the retreat center is a fine 
place to enjoy time away from home to learn, reflect and pray.  The Center provides comfortable dormitory-style lodging, tasty 

meals and beautiful views. It is peaceful and perfect for a spiritual experience.   

Costs:  $160.00 for the weekend (a non-refundable registration fee of $9.25, plus Jumonville's room and meals charges of 
$150.75).  First time attendees are invited to take advantage of the $50.00 discount.  Please pick up a brochure from the table in 

the back of the sanctuary or contact Kristine Swaney at 412-741-2092. 

CAMPING SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 13TH  
WPAUMC is blessed to 
have several camps, a 
retreat center, and 
community-based 
programs, which offer opportunities year 
round, but especially offer children and youth 
the chance to commune with nature while 
learning about Jesus and growing in their 
faith.  In order to offset costs of our camps 
and retreat centers, WPAUMC churches are 
asked to take a special Camping Sunday 
offering.  To give to Camping Sunday, you 
many include your additional gift with your 
regular offering or use EasyTithe, marking 

“Camping Sunday.” 

VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION (VIM) SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20 

VIM has been in existence since 1976. The 1980 General 
Conference affirmed  Volunteers in Mission “as an authentic form 
of personal missionary involvement.”  VIM seeks to equip 
volunteers with experiences that allow them to put Christian love 
into action in places around the world.  The projects volunteers 
can serve with are as diverse as the number of places they 
serve.  Some of the work involves assisting communities with 

maintaining clean water sources. Other work involves the building of churches in 
impoverished areas and helping people who are in desperate need of not only 
food and clean water, but also the hope of Jesus. Additional projects include 
working at medical clinics, teaching English, and improving substandard housing 

in the United States and globally. 

VIM recognizes the important work of putting Christian love into action across the 
globe.  The special offering is designated for work within WPAUMC.  To give, 

include your additional gift with your regular offering or EasyTithe, marking “VIM.” 

A Miracle is Coming!  

Do you believe 

in Miracles? 
Joe & Debbie Consoli 10/4  
Justin & Kate Ledger 10/5  
Melanie & Kurt Gaebel 10/7  
Donna & Ed Sawhill 10/17  
Jeff & Kathy Canter 10/18 
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Kim Bullock 10/1 
Collin Cannister 10/2 
Pat Ferguson 10/2 
Steve Dotterer 10/3 
Ashleah Martinez 10/3 
Warren Kinneer 10/6 
Donna Sawhill 10/9 
Jill Matthews 10/10 
Joshua Odom 10/11 
Shawn Scott 10/13 
Debbie Chesney 10/15 

Nathan Geason 10/17 
Pat Grossarth 10/17 
Melanie Gaebel 10/18 
Bode Ledger 10/18 

Roger Wright 10/18 
Virginia Harriger 10/19 
Bill Kuriger Jr. 10/19 
Noah Martinez 10/20 
Caitlin Matthews 10/20 
Alexander Gaebel 10/21 
Sandra Kuriger 10/21 
Dana Yant 10/22 
Diane Bartley 10/26 
Richard Fairlie 10/30 

PUMPKIN PATCH STORY TIME READERS NEEDED 

As a community outreach, Sewickley United Methodist Church will again offer story 
times to preschools visiting our pumpkin patch during October.  The groups visit during 
the day.  Other visits will be scheduled, but our Learning Tree preschoolers will visit 
the Pumpkin Patch on October 12th and 16th.  If you are willing to be a reader, please 

see Martha Boward or leave a message with the church office.   

THE BOO CREW NEEDS YOU! 

This year is going to be different...this year is insane!  The Boo Crew is gearing up for our 
annual haunted house in the basement of the church, and we’ve got some big surprises in 
store!  Come to an informational meeting/lunch on October 6th at noon to find out more 
about the plans for this year and how you can participate.  Stay after the meeting till 4 pm for 
an afternoon of decorating and help transform the basement for our spooky fundraiser.  We 
will hold additional decorating parties on October 12th from 1 - 5 pm and October 13th 
from noon - 4 pm. The Haunted House will be open from 7 - 9 pm on October 18th, 19th, 

25th and 26th. For more information, contact Susie Moffett at Susie.fhnc@gmail.com. 

 This is the 18th year we’ve had a 

pumpkin patch 

 Our pumpkins come from the Navajo 
Indian reservation in Farmington, 

New Mexico 

 Our patch is open the entire month of 

October, totaling about 375 hours 

 Our sale benefits the Navajo’s who 
grow our pumpkins and we receive a 

percentage of the total sales 

 In the past 17 years we have sold 

$274,374.42 in pumpkins 

 Our profit to date is $91,506.42 

 The pumpkin patch originally started 
as a fundraiser for our youth group in 

2002  

 You can go to pumpkinsusa.com to 

get more information  

 You don’t have to lift pumpkins to 

work our Patch! 

For those of you who are new to SUMC, the whole month of 
October we sell pumpkins from our front lawn.  It takes many 
people to make this the success it has been.  This is our biggest 

annual fundraiser, averaging over $5,100 for the month in profit.  

You do not have to lift pumpkins to “man” the pumpkin patch; you 
only need to smile, greet our customers, accept money for their 
purchase and make change.  We have a handy-dandy pumpkin 
measurer to make your job as easy as possible in pricing 

pumpkins.  I like to give the tape measurer to our customer so they can price their own 
pumpkins.  Please call Lou Ann at 412-983-8704 if you have any questions.  We can 
also try to match new volunteers with an experienced pumpkin seller their first time.  
Please consider taking a shift at this year’s pumpkin patch as many hands make light 

work! Look for the signup calendar in the back of the sanctuary. 

We CANNOT do this huge fundraiser without the help of ALL.  Please - please - please 
consider taking a two-hour shift (or more)  See Lou Ann if you have any questions.  
Don’t forget too that the pumpkins need to be rolled every other day!  Another great 

way to help The Patch so our pumpkins don’t rot while you get a workout as well!  

mailto:Susie.fhnc@gmail.com
https://www.pumpkinsusa.com/
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October 2019 

Orders are due by Sunday, 
October 20 and will be ready for 

pickup November 7—10.  
Include payment with your 

order or pay when you pickup 
your soup or hummus.  If using 
EasyTithe, please include the 

3% transaction fee. 

SOUP & HUMMUS SALE FOR THE BUILDING OF FAITH 
All proceeds from this sale go toward the principal on the building loan. 

Give your order to the office or put it in the offering plate. 

Name:   ___________________________    Phone Number:  ____________________________  

  Cash Amount:  ______  or   Check (made to SUMC) # ________or   EasyTithe  Total Amount Enclosed:  ___________ 

Choices 
Indicate quantity below 

$9 Quart $6 Pint 

Zuppa Toscana (“Tuscan Soup”)   

Butternut Squash   

Vegetable Beef   

Sandra’s Hummus (vegetarian/vegan) $5 for ½ pint 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

8 PM AA 

2 

9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 
7 PM Bible Study 

3 

11 AM - 1 PM Salad 

Luncheon 
6:15 PM Bell Choir 

4 

7 PM AA 

5 

 

6 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Haunted House Meeting & 

Setup 

7 

12 - 6 PM Speech 

Therapy 
6 PM Worship 

Committee 

8 

8 PM AA 

9 

9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 
7 PM Bible Study 

10 

6:15 PM Bell Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

11 

7 PM AA 

12 

1 - 5 PM Haunted 

House Setup 
5 PM Fall Welcome 

Dinner 

13 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 - 4 PM Haunted House Setup 
1 - 3 PM Youth Group 

14 

12 - 6 PM Speech 

Therapy 
6:30 PM Finance 

Committee 
6:30 PM Trustees 
8 PM Council 

Meeting 

15 

7 PM Church 

Conference 
8 PM AA 

16 

9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 
7 PM Bible Study 

17 

6:15 PM Bell Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

18 

7 PM - 9 PM Haunted 

House 

19 

7 PM - 9 PM Haunted 

House 

20 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM AED Training 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

21 

12 - 6 PM Speech 

Therapy 
6 PM UMW Dinner & 

Meeting 

22 

8 PM AA 

23 

9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 
7 PM Bible Study 

24 

6:15 PM Bell Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

25 

7 PM - 9 PM Haunted 

House 

26 

7 PM - 9 PM Haunted 

House 

27 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

28 

Rummage Sale 

Setup 
12 - 6 PM Speech 

Therapy 

29 

Rummage Sale 

Setup 
8 PM AA 

30 

Rummage Sale 

Setup 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 
7 PM Bible Study 

31 

Rummage Sale 

Setup 
4 PM Center for 

Hope Dinner 

    

<———————  Haunted House Setup ———————>  

<———————  Haunted House Setup ———————>  

Haunted House  Setup  


