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While sitting at my desk in the church office, I received a phone 
call from Nancy. She asked, “Did you see Cindy’s post on 
Facebook?” (Cindy is Nancy’s best friend from high school.) I told 
her I had not and immediately went to Cindy’s page to find what 
Nancy found so interesting. Here is what Cindy posted… 

All are welcome here. But, we extend a special welcome to those 
who are single, married, divorced, gay, lesbian, transgender, filthy 
rich, dirt poor, yo no habla Ingles. We extend a special welcome to 
those who are crying newborns, skinny as a rail or could afford to 
lose a few pounds. 

We welcome you if you can sing like Andrea Bocelli or like our 
pastor who can’t carry a note in a bucket. You’re welcome here if 
you’re “just browsing,” just woke up or just got out of jail. We don’t 
care if you’re more Catholic than the Pope, or haven’t been in 
church since little Joey’s baptism. 

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not 
grown up yet, and to teenagers who are growing up too fast. We 
welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, starving artists, tree-
huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome 
those who are in recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if 
you’re having problems or you’re down in the dumps or if you don’t 
like “organized religion,” we’ve been there too. 

We endorse all people but we make it a point not to promote any 
particular politician. If you need a church that does or a minister 
who screams and yells from the pulpit about how everybody who 
doesn’t believe as he believes (or, she believes) is going to hell... 
well, you’re probably not going to like this church. Here, you can 
be Democrat, Republican, Independent... heck, even a Socialist. 
You’ll understand, we’re sort of struck with Jesus and, especially, 
his teachings. The way we figure it — if we follow his teachings, 
the world will be a happier and healthier place for everybody. 
Healthier and happier, too, for those not interested in religion, not 
even ours. 

If you blew all your offering money last night at the dog track, 
tough luck for us. You’re still welcome here. We offer a special 
welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t 
work, can’t spell, or because grandma is in town and wanted to go 
to church. 

We welcome those who are inked, pierced or both. We offer a 
special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had 

religion shoved down your throat as a kid or got lost in traffic and 
wound up here by mistake. We welcome tourists, seekers and 
doubters, bleeding hearts ... In short, we welcome you! 

Cindy had taken a picture of the church bulletin from Ocracoke 
United Methodist Church located in Ocracoke, North Carolina. 
After some research we discovered this is not original to 
Orcracoke United Methodist Church. Several churches post this in 
their bulletin or on their website. 

I certainly concur with Nancy that this welcoming statement is 
absolutely wonderful. In fact, I may borrow it as well and print it in 
our bulletins. I truly believe this statement reflects the heart of 
Jesus. IT DOESN’T MATTER WHO YOU ARE, YOU ARE 
WELCOME HERE IN GOD’S HOUSE. 

On October 7th we will celebrate World Communion. I love this day 
as we join our brothers and sisters from around the world as we 
gather at the Table celebrating the Eucharist. It is a most holy and 
sacred time. 

I very much appreciate the Communion Liturgy which states…. 

This is not my house; 
This is God’s house. 

I cannot tell God 
who is welcome and who is not. 

  
This is not my table. 

I do not sit at the head as host. 
I cannot tell the Host who can sit here and who cannot. 

  
This Is not my food on this sacred table. 

I did not prepare it. It is not my blood, my body. 
It is the very life of Christ laid out there. 

I cannot tell Him, this One who constantly 
ate with sinners and outcasts, 

Who is worthy to partake of it and who is not. 
  

The doors of God’s House are open to ALL who need shelter, 
Who crave the fellowship and friendship of God, 

And even to those who hate God 
or cannot bring themselves to trust that 

God exists or could care for them. 
Anyone, everyone has a place at the table of Christ. 

  Continued next page 
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I love those words…. ANYONE, EVERYONE HAS A PLACE AT THE TABLE OF CHRIST. 

I pray you will join me as we open our doors, the table of Christ and our hearts to all of our brothers and sisters as we feast at His Table 
on World Communion Sunday. 

Hear again the closing words of Welcome: We welcome tourists, seekers, and doubters, bleeding hearts….AND YOU!!!!! 

Blessings, 
 
 
Pastor Russel  

On this worldwide day of unity, the offering 
benefits World Communion Scholarships, the 
Ethnic Scholarship Program and the Ethnic 

In-Service Training Program.   

Bobby Pearce was an Olympic rower from 
Australia in the 1920s and 1930s. Going into 
the 1928 Olympics, there was a big rivalry 
between him and another renowned French 
rower, Vincent Saurin.  In the quarterfinal of the 

2,000-meter race, Bobby and Vincent were going head to head; 
at the half-way point, Bobby was more than 30 seconds ahead. 
Suddenly, he heard the crowd frantically screaming and pointing 
at something in the water. He turned around to see a mama 

duck and her five ducklings crossing the lake. 

Bobby had the choice to run them down, or sit and wait and kiss 
his Olympic medal dreams goodbye. He waited. Vincent made a 

different choice, going through the ducks to take the lead. 

But the race wasn’t over. Ducks out of the way, Bobby went 
back to work.  He not only caught up to Vincent, he won the race 

a full 30 seconds ahead of him.  

The story is so much more than a great sports triumph.  It’s a 
story about a guy who was willing to sacrifice something he 
treasured in order to make sure someone (or, in this case, a 
family of ducks) was taken care of. He sacrificed something 

without ever knowing how it would turn out. 

World Communion Sunday is a great day to remember this 
story. The Olympic Games are always a time of world unity, and 
that is one of the things we celebrate on World Communion 
Sunday. Bobby’s story reminds us that sacrificing something for 
someone who is often overlooked or “blown past” can lead to 

some incredible things — both for us and for those we help. 

On World Communion Sunday, a portion of every gift is given to 
graduate and undergraduate students who, like the ducks of our 
story, are often not cared for. These students are often 
overlooked or “blown past” by others. Won’t you join thousands 
of other congregations on World Communion Sunday. Please 
give generously to this special offering, which often enables first-
generation students to attend college. You may use the special 
envelope included in the bulletin on October 7th, or mark your gift 

“World Communion.” 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY – OCTOBER 7 – SPECIAL OFFERING 

CAMPING SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 14TH 

WPAUMC is blessed to 
have several camps, which 
offer opportunities year 
round, but especially offer children and youth the 
chance to commune with nature while learning 
about Jesus and growing in their faith.  In order to 
offset costs of our camps and retreat centers, 
WPAUMC churches are asked to take a special 
Camping Sunday offering.  The Bishop’s Camping 
and Retreat Initiative has also launched, with the 
campaign coming to local churches beginning in 
January 2019.  To give to Camping Sunday, you 
many include your additional gift with your regular 
offering, marking “camping,” or you may use 
EasyTithe, also indicating “camping.” 

VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION (VIM) SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21 

VIM has been in existence since 1976. The 1980 General 
Conference affirmed Volunteers in Mission “as an authentic 
form of personal missionary involvement.” VIM seeks to 
equip volunteers with experiences that allow them to put 

Christian love into action in places around the world.   

The projects that volunteers can serve with are as diverse as the number of 
places they serve.  Some of the work involves assisting communities with 
maintaining clean water sources. Other work involves the building of 
churches in impoverished areas and helping people who are in desperate 
need of not only food and clean water, but also the hope of Jesus. Additional 
projects include working at medical clinics, teaching English, and improving 
substandard housing in the United States and globally. VIM recognizes the 

important work of putting Christian love into action across the globe.   

The special offering on October 21st is designated for work within WPAUMC.  
To give, include your additional gift with your regular offering, marking VIM; or 
you may use EasyTithe via Sewickleyumc.org or the app, again indicating 
“VIM” on your gift. 
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Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities  - October 2018 

October 7, 2018 
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 

World Communion Sunday 

Liturgist:  Mike Pedee 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed (9 am) / Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Job 1:1; 2:1-10 

Psalm 26 or Psalm 25 (UMH 756) 
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 Mark 10:2-16 

October 14, 2018 
Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost 

Blessing of the Animals 
Sheltered with Love 

Liturgist:  Roger Thomas  

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Job 23: 1-9, 16-17 Psalm 22:1-15 (UMH 752) 

Hebrews 4:12-16 Mark 10:17-31 

October 21, 2018 
Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost 

Handbells during 11 am service 

Liturgist:  Travis Sollinger 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Job 38:1-7 (34-41) 

Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c (UMH 826) 
Hebrews 5:1-10 Mark 10:35-45 

October 28, 2018 
Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost 

Liturgist:  Matthew McAliley 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Pam Honeychurch 
(11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22) (UMH 769) 
Hebrews 7:23-28 Mark 10:46-52 

 

Please write to our Shut-ins 

and keep them in your 

prayers.  The church office  

can provide you with contact 

information. 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Virginia Harriger 

Marian Lippert 

B.J. (Elizabeth) Manzinger 

Pat Rudy 

Doug Rummens 

Patricia Smith 

Bonnie Stoicovy 

Shirley Sye 

We will offering a blessing of 

the animals at both services 

on October 14.  Bring your 

well-behaved pets on a leash 

or in a carrier (all pets must 

be under your control to 

receive a blessing). 

You are also invited to bring photographs of your deceased 

beloved animal companions to the service to be placed on 

the altar rail at the appropriate time in the service. 

Bible Study meets in the church library and is led by Pastor Russel.  For the 

convenience of those participating, there are two meeting times:  9:30 am and 

7 pm.  We meet September through May.  (If Quaker Valley schools have a 

snow delay or cancellation, Bible Study will be cancelled that day.)  Join us 
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

MONTHLY SALAD LUNCHEON — Our 
community luncheon will be Thursday, 
October 4, from 11 am to 1 pm.  
Proceeds from our community luncheons 
support the General Fund.  Please 
consider donating your homemade salads 
for the luncheons. Salads should be 
brought to the Simpson Room by 10 am on the day of the 
luncheon. Want to volunteer to help? Volunteers are always 
welcome!  We’d love to see some new faces.  If you haven’t 
donated a salad in the past and need some guidance, or would 

like to volunteer, please contact Belinda Resler. 

FALL WELCOME DINNER — This is the 
first year SUMC will serve a public dinner to 
kick off autumn. Please come on Saturday, 
October 6th from 5-7 pm.  Bring friends 
for a traditional homemade roast pork, 
sausage and sauerkraut dinner with 
potatoes, Haluski, homemade desserts, 

Bavarian pretzels, and beverages. The price is $12 for adults; $6 
for 5-12; and under 5 free. WE HAVE PLENTY OF PLACES 
WHERE YOU CAN HELP ALSO. The proceeds will buy security 
equipment for the church. Please call Donna Sawhill  Sandy 
Kuriger or the office for tickets. Donna 412-916-0854; Sandy 
412-559-9652; Pam 412-741-9430.  Want to 

help?  Contact Donna or Sandy. 

BOOK CLUB — The ladies Book Club is 
growing! On Wednesday October 10th all 
interested ladies will meet to decide how the old 
Book Club will grow into a new multi-interest 

group. Come add your ideas at 7pm in the parlor. 

COME JOIN THE 2ND ANNUAL HAYRIDE 
on Saturday, October 13th at 6 pm, at Bill 
and Sandy Kuriger’s home (91 Hill Road, 
Sewickley). There will be lots of fun for kids 
and adults. Look for the sign up sheet in the 

back of the sanctuary. 

FOURTH SUNDAY FOOD PANTRY 
COLLECTION — The grocery cart will be in the 
sanctuary for October’s collection on October 
28th,  but you may bring items at any time and 
place in the cart in the hallway across from the 
restrooms.  Families in need are assisted by 
the Sewickley Community Center Food Pantry 
on Wednesdays from 11:30 am to 1 pm; 
anyone in need will be helped – I.D. required 
showing resident of  15143 –  Sewickley;  15108 – Coraopolis;  

15056 – Leetsdale; and  15003 – Ambridge. 

TIME FOR BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
— On Tuesday, October 16th, come 
celebrate birthdays for friends and family. 
Bring your lunch and loose change at 
noon in the library. You'll meet Miss 

Eleanor, our piggy bank.  

LUNCHEON FOR ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY — 
On Sunday, November 4th, the church will 
honor those who passed during the year with 
a special service. A fellowship luncheon will 
be held for everyone after the traditional 

service. Please bring a dish for the table.  

FOOD RESCUE – According to 412 Food 
Rescue, “We waste up to 40% of our food 
globally —translating to over 1.3 billion tons 
annually. In the United States, we waste 62.5 
million tons and spend $218 billion a year (or 
1.3% of our GDP) in “growing, processing, 

transporting, and disposing of food that is never eaten.”  The 
mission of 412 Food Rescue is to prevent perfectly good food 
from entering the waste stream.  One of the ways 412 Food 
Rescue does that is by utilizing volunteers, who pick up food 
donations from food retailers and deliver the food to non-profit 
partners.  Additionally, 412 Food Rescue takes part in gleans at 
local farms; gleaning, such as Ruth did in the Bible (Ruth 2), 
entails gathering produce that is left after the main harvest.  If 
you are interested in becoming a Food Rescuer, either by 
picking up and delivering donated food or by gleaning, you can 

learn more at 412foodrescue.org. 

TJ’S SUPERHEROES — Last 
Christmas, together with Coraopolis 
UMC, SUMC provided a home, with all 
the trimmings, for 6-year-old TJ 
Anderson and his family to spend 
Christmas, as he was in Pittsburgh from 
North Carolina fighting liver cancer.  Just 2 months later, TJ 
went to his forever home.  In memory of TJ, who loved 
Superheroes, we are gathering NEW toys for Children’s Hospital 
and the Ronald McDonald House “Toy Forrest.”  Donations will 
be collected in the back of the sanctuary and office through the 
end of October and then delivered to Children’s and the Ronald 
McDonald House.  Need an idea?  Visit Children’s Wish List.  
Please contact Pam Honeychurch or Martha Boward if you have 

any questions. 

The Film Club will not meet in October; there 
are so many other activities happening:  
hayride, fall welcome dinner, haunted house.  

We’ll meet for a great movie in November.  

Fall 

https://412foodrescue.org/
https://www.myregistry.com/organization/Children-s-Hospital-of-Pittsburgh-of-UPMC-Child-Life-PITTSBURGH-PA/1445677
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS, continued 

CHILDREN'S CHURCH is up and 
running!  All children from ages 4 
through 5th grade are welcome to 
come.  We watch a Christian video, and 
have our choice of many crafts and 
activities, games, stories, a mission 

project, and a snack (no peanut products).  Parents are welcome 
to attend with children new to Children's Church.  We hope to 

see your child there! 

PITTSBURGH DISTRICT LAY 
SERVANT MINISTRIES SCHOOL — 
Classes, including the introductory 
Basic class, will be offered Nov. 16 & 17 
at Mt. Lebanon UMC.  Registration with 
$35 is due by November 5th.  Please 
see brochures in the back of the 
sanctuary or contact Kim Benjamin or 
the church office for more details.  Details and online registration 
is also available on the Pittsburgh District News Webpage:  

www.wpaumc.org/pittsburgh. 

LEFTOVER CANDY — If you have 
leftover Halloween candy, and don't 
know what to do with it, you can donate 
it to FOTC and we'll use it for the care 
packages we send to the college kids 
during exams.  Just leave it in our 

donations box in the narthex.  Thanks! 

BABY REUNION BRUNCH — On November 3, we will have a 
Baby Reunion Brunch for all families that 
have had babies in our congregation in 
the last several years. Since our last 
brunch for our young families was so 
much fun, we are so looking forward to 
wonderful fellowship as we enjoy all of 
our babies! The Baby Connection and 

Pastor Russel are hosting.  

RUMMAGE SALE DONATIONS NEEDED — The UMW will 
hold their final Rummage Sale of the year on Friday & Saturday, 
November 3 & 4.  Please hold your gently used, clean items 
until after the Haunted House and then bring them to the 
church basement October 29 through November 1.  Thank 
you for your donations of clothing, books, kitchen items, white 
elephant items and household goods, but please no computers, 
electronic components, large 
pieces of furniture, or exercise 
equipment.  All proceeds 
support UMW mission projects 
on the local, national and 

international levels. 

The UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
(UMW) will meet for dinner meeting on 
Monday, October 15 at 6 pm in the 
Simpson Room. The United Methodist 
Women is open to all women of the 

church and all are welcome to attend.  Please bring a dish to 

share. 

On Sunday, October 28, during the 9 am and 11 am services, 
children are invited to dress in their Halloween costumes if 
desired, and trick or treat at a specially designated time within 
the service for Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF.  Make sure to bring 
your spare change for this wonderful cause.  Posters are in the 
narthex and Simpson room for you to learn a bit more about 

what UNICEF does in our world.    

THE BOO CREW NEEDS YOU! 

October is upon us and plans are already in place for our annual Haunted House!  The theme 
this year is “Victorian, Jack the Ripper and Steam Punk.”  Please come help with decorating 
on Saturday, October 6, beginning at 9 am, and October 7, after worship service.  
Other decorating dates will be posted in the basement on the communication wall, near the 

“Potato Room.” We welcome your help with this deliciously haunting and fun event.  

The Haunted House runs Fridays and Saturdays, October 19, 20, 26 & 27, from 7 - 9 pm. 
There are a wide variety of jobs so everyone can participate in some way from decorating, 
babysitting and behind the scenes roles, to fully made up creepers.  Any questions, please 

reach out to Susie Moffett at susie.fhnc@gmail.com. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi5nZ_vwtfdAhVRJt8KHarKBvYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fubisafe.org%2Fexplore%2Fadolescency-clipart-baby-toddler%2F&psig=AOvVaw0f1z1cuBPCrygli7jK86sd&ust=15380118
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If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list, please let the office know.  We don’t want to leave anyone out of special wishes.  

By Bill Utterback 

I wanted our first Sunday school lesson of the year to resonate. I 
wanted the kids to take it home, keep it close, and visit the lesson, 
maybe, almost daily. In the process, I learned a lesson. 

In the K-1-2 class, we began with the story of the baptism of Jesus 
in the Jordan River. We talked about the experience of jumping 
into cold water, faces beneath the surface, and then rising into 
daylight again. Your body shudders with a new energy and 
everything glistens so bright and new though your watery eyes. 

We – my new teaching partner, Beth Zeanchock, and I - used blue 
fabric to represent the river. If you passed during those moments, 
you might have seen some of us swimming across the floor. 

We – adults and children - practiced our God voices. What would 
it sound like to hear him say, “This is my beloved …”  Would it be 
a roar? Would it be a whisper? 

How would it feel to hear him say it? How would it feel if he said it 
to us?  

And we reminded the children that God whispers “My beloved …” 
to each of us daily as we rise to the surface of each bright, new 
morning, and when we offer our prayers, sing our songs, attend 
church, move through His world with love and kindness.  

For the craft, we gave each of the children 
hand mirrors to take home. Across the 
bottom of the glass, we used alphabet 
stickers to create “My Beloved.” The face 
in the mirror will always be one of His 
beloved, we told them. The children 
decorated the frame with other stickers. 
Can’t miss with a sticker craft. 

After class, I was walking with Jade, a 
long-time friend and first-grader, as she 
plucked the “My Beloved” letters from the 
glass. First, she mentioned a fear that the stickers might fall off 
and her cat would eat them and become ill. Then she admitted 
that she just didn’t like stickers cluttering the bright, shiny surface 
of the glass.  

“Jade! That’s the lesson. That’s the part I want you to take home 
and remember,” I said with a hint of panic.  

“Oh, Mr. Bill!” she said with a hint of exasperation. “Don’t you 
know I already know God loves me every day!” 

His beloved, and He doesn’t use stickers to let her know.   

Gonna be a good year. 

THURSDAY EVENING KID’S NIGHT OUT, YOUTH GROUP & WESLEY CHORALE  
 

 Kid’s Night Out (KNO) and Youth Group open the evening, 
from 5 - 6 pm, meeting in Sunday school classrooms in the 
basement 

 KNO, welcoming students from pre-school through fifth grade, is 
led by Bill Utterback, Holly Burnett, and Wilma and Jim Hamilton, 
and features a Bible lesson with actives, including games, crafts, 
playground time, science, service projects and Christmas 
pageant preparation 

 Youth Group, welcoming middle school and high school 
students, is led by Susie Moffett and Johnathan Burnett, and 
features themed Christian lessons 

 
 
 At 6 pm, a healthy snack is served by Donna 

Sawhill and her team of wonderful volunteers 
 From 6:30 - 7:15, the Wesley Chorale, 

welcoming students from upper elementary 
through high school, meets in the choir room 
with Matt McTeague, director of music 

 
This evening is fun and packed with wonderful learning and 

friendship.  Be a friend and bring a friend! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjPyuH1vtfdAhUsneAKHZjHApUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orientaltrading.com%2Fthis-is-who-god-loves-mirror-craft-kit-a2-13808554.fltr&psig=AOvVaw008_DIiKZwL-7G


OCTOBER 2018 MINUTES 

(7) 

 2018 Budget 
Budgeted 

to Date 
August Year-to-date 

Expenses  263,889.67  180,714.43  23,483.56  174,906.48 

Receipts  263,893.00  164,394.46  14,875.17  169,567.09 

Overage (Deficit)  3.33  (16,319.97)  (8,608.39)  (5,339.39) 

Here’s a summary 

of the latest  

Treasurer’s Report. 

Pam Honeychurch, 

Treasurer 

We are using “easyTithe” to offer 
online giving to our church family.  
Those who choose to give in this way 
can create a secure account from via 
easyTithe and set up recurring giving 

with selected funds, frequency, and amount.  easyTithe allows you to securely give via your bank account or 
credit/debit card.  You can give online by visiting the giving page on our website.  SUMC pays a monthly service 
fee to easyTithe, plus easyTithe charges us 3% for each donation made.  When giving via easyTithe, please 
considering covering the 3% transaction fee.   

You can also give via the easyTithe Mobile App. It is a simple as downloading the app to your smartphone and 
setting up your profile information in just a couple of steps.  Once setup, you can choose to make a one-time 

donation or set up recurring giving. 

A CONVENIENT, CONSIST ANT WAY TO HELP OUR CHURCH GROW 

October means PUMPKINS!!  Please 
consider taking a shift (or two, or three) 
during the month. We are open every 
day of the month and can’t do this 
without your help. This is our biggest 
annual fundraiser, as well as a source 
of livelihood for the Navajo Reservation 
in New Mexico, where our pumpkins 
are grown.  You do not have to lift 
pumpkins to “man” the pumpkin patch; 

you only need to smile and greet our customers, and be able to 
take their money for their purchase and make change.  If you 
need additional information, contact Mike Swaney at 412-741-
2092 or Diane Bartley at 412-266-6113. As a last resort you can 

call Lou Ann Scott at 412-983-8704. 

PUMPKIN PATCH STORY TIME READERS NEEDED - As a 
community outreach, Sewickley 
United Methodist Church will again 
offer story times to preschools 
visiting our pumpkin patch during 
October.  The groups visit during the day.  Other visits will be 
scheduled, but our Learning Tree preschoolers will visit the 
Pumpkin Patch on October 12th and 16th.  If you are willing to 
be a reader, please see Martha Boward or leave a message with 

the church office.   

Hallmark Cards started “Clergy Day of Honor” in 

1992.  Pastor Appreciation Day is the second 

Sunday in October and all of October is known 

as “Pastor Appreciation Month.” 

How will you show Pastor Russel  

your appreciation this month? 

https://www.sewickleyumc.org/
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BOOK DISCUSSION 

The Bible’s Yes to Same-Sex Marriage: An Evangelical’s Change of Heart  by Mark Achtemeier 

4 sessions — Monday evenings @ 7pm, October 22 & 29 and November 5 & 19 at Sewickley UMC 

Facilitators:  Rev. Marilyn Evans and Mitchell Hortert 

Books are $12 — Pickup in the office or the first night (please pay when you pickup your book) 

In the early 2000's, Rev. Mark Achtemeier embarked on a personal journey with the Bible that led him from being 
an avid opponent of gay rights to an outspoken activist for gay marriage and a fully inclusive church. In The 
Bible's Yes to Same-Sex Marriage, Achtemeier shares what led to his change of heart as he explores the 
problems with excluding groups of people and the insights into the Bible's message that led him to recognize the 
fullness of God's love and support for LGBT persons. Readers will discover how reading snippets of Scripture out 
of context has led to false and misleading interpretations of the Bible's message for gay people. Achtemeier shows how a careful 
reading of the whole Scripture reveals God's good news about love, marriage, and sexuality for gay and straight people alike.  

Need more info? Contact Rev. Evans 612-306-0756.  Sign up on the clipboard in the back of the sanctuary. 

North Star  
Tabletop Tree 

Classic Victorian 

ITEMS TO BE PICKED UP AT CHURCH 

North Star Tabletop Tree: $30 

Cranberry Splash Wreath: $30 

Classic Wreath: $35 

Victorian Wreath: $40 

Wintergreen Wreath: $40 

Candle Centerpiece: $40 

North Star Tabletop Tree: $35 

39” Live Christmas Tree:  $55 

ITEMS THAT CAN BE SHIPPED DIRECTLY 
TO YOU OR SENT AS GIFTS 

 

 

 
 

Cranberry Splash Wreath: $40 

Wintergreen Cranberry Splash 

Annual Greenery Fundraiser 

This year we will be selling Classic, Victorian, Wintergreen, and Cranberry Splash style wreaths and a limited 
number of LED Candle centerpieces (4) and Live mini trees (6) as these must be ordered in case quantities.  

Orders are due by noon on October 28th. 

The items are also available to be shipped anywhere in the U.S. with a gift message. The gift items need to 
have an order form filled out with the recipient’s address and phone numbers.  

These orders are due by noon on October 21nd. 

You can find catalogs, the order form, and the gift order forms on the 
table in the back of the sanctuary. Payments can be made by cash or 
check (payable to SUMC with “wreaths” in memo line). You may also 

contact Kelly Herman by email (kelly.herman25@gmail.com) to place an 
order or with your questions. Payments can be placed in the offering or 

given to the Church Office.  

Pickup will be Sunday, November 25th at the parsonage garage. 

Thank you for supporting the General Fund! 
Centerpiece 

Candle Centerpiece: $30 

Classic Wreath: $25 

Victorian Wreath: $30 

Wintergreen Wreath: $30 

39” Live 
Christmas Tree 
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Order by April 3 for Aril 7 pickup 

Thank you for the many kind expressions of sympathy offered after 
the passing of my mom.  I feel like I've had a big, warm hug!  

Kim Benjamin 

I would like to thank Pastor Russel, Pastor Barry Lewis, Susie Moffett 
and Genevieve Moffett for joining me on a prayer walk through our 
SUMC building in the week before the new Sunday school year 
launched. I would also like to thank Education Committee co-

chairman Andrea Lewis for her encouragement.  

We prayed aloud for each of the children’s, youth and adult classes, 
as well as Children’s Church, Kids Night Out, youth group, Fellowship 
of the Cross, the nursery, the resuming weekday/weeknight Bible 

studies, and the resuming music ministries. 

I would also like to thank everyone who added prayers to our walk 

from a distance. 

As one involved in several of the ministries involved, I was 
tremendously encouraged, inspired and grateful for the prayers lifted 
by my companions in our September walk. There is an extraordinary 
energy that comes from hearing earnest, loving prayers lifted aloud, 

and in knowing they are lovingly received. 

I would encourage anyone involved in a shared or personal ministry, 
or with a shared or personal concerns, or with a shared or personal 
joy, to ask for a shared prayer moment. The SUMC family will 

respond and rally.   

Bill Utterback  

Orders are due by Sunday, 

October 21 and will be ready for 

pickup November 1-4.  Include 

payment with your order or pay 

when you pickup your soup or 

hummus.  If using EasyTithe, 

please include the 3% 

transaction fee. 

SOUP & HUMMUS SALE FOR THE BUILDING OF FAITH 
All proceeds from this sale go toward the principal on the building loan. 

Give your order to the office or put it in the offering plate. 

Name:   ___________________________    Phone Number:  _____________________________  

  Cash Amount:  ______  or   Check (made to SUMC) # ________or   EasyTithe  Total Amount Enclosed:  ___________ 

Choices 
Indicate quantity below 

$9 Quart $6 Pint 

Cream of Chicken and Wild Rice   

Broccoli Cheddar   

Vegetable Beef   

Sandra’s Hummus (vegetarian/vegan) $5 for ½ pint 

The Fellowship of the Cross 
(FOTC), a youth-driven service 
group launched nearly seven 
years ago at Sewickley United 
Methodist Church, welcomes 
interested students to join them 
in service, fun and fellowship. 
FOTC meets Sunday mornings 
in the Simpson Room around 11 am, following the 
Sunday school hour, to work on various service and 
giving projects.  
Recent assignments included being in charge of 
decorations for Vacation Bible School, as well as 
serving as music, story telling, recreation, crafts and 
group leaders during VBS.  The group is also involved 
in various mission projects throughout the year, both 
locally, nationally, and internationally.  Currently, FOTC 
is finishing its eighth-annual Operation Christmas Child 
shoebox drive.  FOTC has helped SUMC deliver 700 
shoeboxes full of Christmas gifts for children in need 
throughout the world over the past seven years.  
Upcoming projects include corresponding with SUMC 
shut-ins, preparing care packages for our college 
students and military personnel, and Christmas 
caroling. 
New members are welcome at any time during the 
year.  If you have questions about FOTC, please 
contact Bill Utterback or Pamela Mayo. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL, WITH CLASSES FOR ALL AGES, IS HELD ON SUNDAYS AT 10 AM. 

Everyone, preschool through adult, is encouraged to join in study, discussion, fellowship, and have the 
opportunity to gain increased understanding of scripture and to grow closer to Jesus and each other.  
Children and Youth classes meet in the Sunday School rooms in the basement.  Below is a list of the 
classes, along with the leaders.    

Come, join in! 
Christian Education Co-Directors Barry and Andrea Lewis 

Preschool 

(in the nursery) 

Susie Moffett 

Kindergarten & 

1st and 2nd Grades 

Bill Utterback & Beth Zeanchock 

3rd, 4th and 5th Grades 

Roberta Davis & Wilma Hamilton 

Middle School 

Rev. Barry Lewis & 

Rev. Jim Hamilton 

High School 

Jack Moffett & Mitch Hortert 

“Explorers” 

Roger Thomas and Mark Benjamin 

Meets in the library and 
focuses on Biblical study 

“Searching for Jesus” 
Willie Nicholson, Sandy Kuriger, Donna Sawhill 

Focuses on contemporary Christian issues 
and meets in the parlor 

UMCOR (UMC relief agency) DISASTER RESPONSE UPDATES 

 Flood and Hurricane Responses – To address needs in WPAUMC, over 1,500 cleaning kits, aka flood buck-
ets, have been distributed.  Hygiene kits have also been sent to areas hard hit by recent storms.  That has left 
the Eastbrook Mission Barn (a satellite facility for UMCOR) with a low supply of both cleaning kits and hygiene 
kits.  If you would like to assemble either kit, the “recipes” can be found on the information table in the back of 
the sanctuary or email maboward1@aol.com and Martha will email you the necessary information. SUMC will 
also accept donations to be forwarded to Eastbrook Mission Barn to assist in the purchase of kit materials.  Early 
Response Team Leaders were also put on alert in order to respond to the immediate needs and long term re-
covery efforts.  Elsewhere in the USA, UMCOR has issued grants for early response needs to Annual Confer-
ences which experienced severe weather losses.  As early assessments are done and long term plans are for-
mulated, further grants will be issued.  Those grants are made possible by donations to UMCOR.  You may give 
to UMCOR by including your additional gift with your regular offering, marking “UMCOR,” by using EasyTithe via sewickleyumc.org or the 

EasyTithe app (again indicate “UMCOR”), or by visiting umcor.org. 

 Puerto Rico and Hurricane Maria a Year Later – UMCOR issued an update on its relief/reconstruction efforts in Puerto Rico.  To date, 
$7.6 million dollars of grants have been issued, with $21 million dollars available for Puerto Rico recovery efforts.  39,000 individuals were 
assisted in the early response efforts.  Since teams have been accepted from mainland USA, 68 teams, consisting of 515 volunteers, have 
given nearly 23,000 hours of their time.  UMCOR will continue its efforts in Puerto Rico.  If you have an interest in volunteering with a team 

going there from WPAUMC, further information can be found at wpaumc.org/Opportunities. 

UMCOR is generally one of the first agencies to response to disasters in the USA and around the world, and it is generally one of the 
last ones to leave a recovering area.  Again, that work is only possible through our generous giving to UMCOR.  Interested in the oth-
er work of UMCOR?  Visit umcor.org.  Updates on most recent disaster responses can be found at umcor.org/umcor/resources/news-
stories/2018/august/umcor-responds-to-current-disasters-around-the-world. 

The Explorers have finished the 
record of the Israelis.  In 1275, 
Joshua led them into the land 
promised to Abram.  In 1000, the 
locus of power accumulated onto 
King David.  The two kingdoms sought their own 
way. They had good kings like Asa, Jehu, 
Hezekiah and Josiah. They had bad kings like 
Ahab & Manasseh.  YHWH whispered in Elijah’s 
ear, and prophets began to appear.  Four men - 
Amos, Micah, Hosea, & Isaiah - began writing 
their prophecies down and calling for reform.  
Jonah tried to run away.  Isaiah was able to 
convince the king that if he’d just cleanse the idols 
out of the city of Jerusalem, the invincible Assyrian 

army would simply go away.  They 
did!  The culmination of the 
kingdoms came when the high 
priest presented some temple trash 
to a boy named King Josiah. These 

two showed what they’d found to a prophetess 
named Huldah.  She recognized it, and all the law 
since Moses was amended to reflect what had 
been learned.  Deuteronomy was “the second 
writing” of the law.  It’s as important to the Torah 

as the 14th Amendment is to our Constitution. 

The people of the Northern Kingdom had already 
been disbursed by the Assyrians.  Now Jerusalem 
& the Temple get destroyed.  The people of Judah 
get removed in an orderly manner, and are put to 

work along the Euphrates River.  The prophets 
could no longer speak to kings. Individual oracles 
began to speak to the Jewish public.  Nahum, who 
was delighted to see Assyria crushed, was 
amazed at the extent of devastation of this once 
invincible people!  Habakkuk was amazed at the 
Babylonian’s brutality in destroying the Temple.  
Obadiah is confident that YHWH will punish their 
Edomite cousins for pillaging Jerusalem’s spoils 
after the Temple’s destruction.  Now we turn to 
Jeremiah, the apex oracle, to hear what he tells us 

from exile in Egypt. 

Come join us in the library between services.  
Watch the hand of the Holy Spirit reveal God to 

the generations. 

mailto:maboward1@aol.com
https://www.sewickleyumc.org
https://www.wpaumc.org/Opportunities
https://www.umcor.org/
https://www.umcor.org/umcor/resources/news-stories/2018/august/umcor-responds-to-current-disasters-around-the-world
https://www.umcor.org/umcor/resources/news-stories/2018/august/umcor-responds-to-current-disasters-around-the-world
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October 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

 

2 

 

9:30 AM Bible Study 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

3 

 

6:30 PM Leap of Faith 

4 

 

11 AM - 1 PM Salad 

Luncheon 
5 PM Kid's Night Out 
6:15 PM Handbell Choir 
6:30 PM Wesley Chorale 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

5 

 

7 PM AA 

6 

9 AM - 7 PM Pumpkin 

Patch 
5 PM Fall Welcome 

Dinner 

7 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM - 7 PM Pumpkin Patch 
12 PM Youth Choir 
6:30 PM PFLAG Pittsburgh 

Speakers' Bureau 

Presentation 

8 

 

6:30 PM Finance 

Committee 
6:30 PM Trustees 
8 PM Council 

Meeting 

9 

 

9:30 AM Bible Study 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

10 

 

6:30 PM Leap of Faith 
7 PM Book Club 

11 

 

5 PM Kid's Night Out 
6:15 PM Handbell Choir 
6:30 PM Wesley Chorale 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

12 

 

7 PM AA 

13 

9 AM - 7 PM Pumpkin 

Patch 
6 PM Hayride 

14 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM - 7 PM Pumpkin Patch 
12 PM Youth Choir 

15 

 

6 PM UMW Dinner & 

Meeting 

16 

 

9:30 AM Bible Study 
12 PM Birthday Lunch 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

17 

 

6:30 PM Leap of Faith 

18 

 

5 PM Kid's Night Out 
6:15 PM Handbell Choir 
6:30 PM Wesley Chorale 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

19 

 

7 PM AA 
7 PM Haunted 

House 

20 

9 AM - 7 PM Pumpkin 

Patch 
7 PM Haunted House 

21 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM - 7 PM Pumpkin Patch 
12 PM Youth Choir 

22 

 

7 PM Book 

Discussion: Bible's 

Yes 

23 

 

9:30 AM Bible Study 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

24 

 

6:30 PM Leap of Faith 

25 

 

5 PM Kid's Night Out 
6:15 PM Handbell Choir 
6:30 PM Wesley Chorale 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

26 

 

7 PM AA 
7 PM Haunted 

House 

27 

9 AM - 7 PM Pumpkin 

Patch 
7 PM Haunted House 

28 

9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM - 7 PM Pumpkin Patch 
12 PM Youth Choir 

29 

 

Rummage Sale 

Setup 
7 PM Book 

Discussion: Bible's 

Yes 

30 

 

Rummage Sale Setup 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

31 

 

Rummage Sale Setup 
6:30 PM Leap of Faith 

      

10 AM  -  7  PM  Pumpkin Patch 

John A. 
Family of Marge 

Anderson 
Susan Aye 
Sally Barton  
Betty Beaman 
Brayden 
Jack Certain 
Johanne Charlery 
Family of Dee Connelly 

(mother of Kim 
Benjamin) 

Susan Dobbins 
Lou Egenlauf 

Pat Fulton 
Bob Graham 
June Graham 
Jennifer H. 
Laura Hertrick  
Family of Jessica Hooper 

(granddaughter of Pat 
& Steve Grossarth) 

Linda Idecker 
Katherine Johnson & 

family 
Wayne Johnson 
Michael L. 
Sam L. 

Michael Labasik 
Lemasters Family 

(Debbie Chesney) 
Barbara McCarthy 
Sara McCullough 
Brian McKay 
Lindsay Merryman 

G. Vernon Moore 
Jack Morrow 
Ray Morrow 
George Neiman 
John and Sandy Nelson 
Darryl Gunnison Odom 
Margaret Pedee 
Family of Michael Powers 
Anne Robinson 
Jim Rogansky 
Mrs. Arlene Rucker 
Doug Rummens 
Morgan S. 
Regina S. 

Sam S. 
Robert Schlemmer 
Linda Shortz 
Linda Sollinger 
Pam Squires 
Will Stewart 
Don Thomas 
Don Walker 
Barry Yant 
Carol Young 
Laura Youngblood 
Rich Z. 
Dennis Zeveny 
Jacob Zickefoose 

10 AM  -  7  PM  Pumpkin Patch 

10 AM  -  7  PM  Pumpkin Patch 

10 AM  -  7  PM  Pumpkin Patch 

10 AM  -  7  PM  Pumpkin Patch 


