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Thursday afternoon I went to my mother’s to do some much 

needed work around the house. While I was there, the visiting 

nurse came to check her out, as did the rehab therapist. They 

were both very congenial. The therapist seemed unusually 

chatty. I busied myself in the house, putting up my mother’s 

Halloween decorations, while she worked with my mother. 

I was invited to join their conversation when Chris, the rehab 

therapist mentioned she was from Sewickley. As we engaged in 

conversation, she seemed to know about me and the Sewickley 

United Methodist Church. As I sat at the kitchen table, she looked 

at me and said, “I want to thank you and your church for praying 

for me and my family, I am Katie Parishes’ mother.”  I was 

dumbfounded!  Our Bible Study groups and I had been praying 

for her. Katie was the young 17 year-old senior who had been 

very involved in missions through the United Methodist Church. 

She had gone to Zimbabwe, as well as Fiji, this past summer. 

Katie was a social justice warrior. Katie was a young woman with 

great faith, who put her faith into action. Katie loved the United 

Methodist camps, and especially loved Jumonville. She was 

looking forward to future mission trips through the United 

Methodist Church, but her life ended suddenly and unexpectedly 

on September 8. 

I counseled with Chris for well over an hour. As she was leaving, 

she asked that I (we) continue to hold her and her husband in 

prayer because it is only through prayer that she is able to get up 

in the morning and continue to live her life. She proclaimed, “The 

prayers are working.” 

Chris talked openly about her only child, Katie. As she talked, 

she had a smile on her face and hope in her voice as she said, “I 

will see her again.” Not once did I hear her lament, “Why Katie?” 

Not once did I hear her say, “How could God allow this to happen 

to my sweet baby who was so involved in the church and 

missions?” 

Shortly after she left, my cousin, Marcy, came to pay a visit. As 

she was leaving she asked me to pray for a local friend. Her one-

year-old granddaughter died and the grandmother could not 

move beyond her grief. Marcy said, “All she does is cry.” Marcy 

suggested she turn to God for strength and peace. The 

grandmother said, “God and I are not on good terms at this 

point!” 

Two very tragic deaths — just two examples of unfairness many 

people face, and two very different responses to that unfairness. 

Life is unfair. Even if you are serving God, life can treat you 

unfairly. 

Philip Yancey, one of our very best Christian writers, devoted an 

entire book to this problem. He called it quite simply, 

“Disappointment with God.” 

When something grossly unfair happens in our lives, many 

Christians blame God. Philip Yancey studied this problem at 

great length and this is what he found:  some people caved in 

when they felt God let them down, while others used their time of 

adversity as a stepping stone to a richer, fuller relationship with 

God.  

Yancey said that when he got to the portion of “Disappointment 

with God” that dealt with the Book of Job, he decided to look 

around and find the person he knew who was most like Job. He 

found such a person. This man, he felt, was a righteous man in 

the same sense that Job was righteous. 

Here is his story… 

The man, named Douglas, was a good man. He had been 

trained as a psychotherapist, but he gave up his lucrative 

practice working primarily with the rich and well-connected and 

started to work in the inner-city among poor people. Most of us 

would agree that this was a noble endeavor. Yet after he did this, 

his life started to fall apart. 

The first thing that happened was that his wife came down with 

breast cancer. She started taking chemotherapy treatments and 

Continued next page 
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Church Office:  (412)741-9430 

Pastor’s Office:  (412)741-9433 

Parsonage:  (412)741-9679 

Cell Phone:  (412)735-5072 

Email:  pastor@sewickleyumc.org 

Pastor Russel has an open door policy.  Anyone wishing to speak to 
the pastor, is welcomed and encouraged to call.  You can reach him 

at these numbers. If there is an emergency, please call the 

parsonage regardless of the time. 

From The Pastor’s Heart, continued 

that affected his whole family. She was always tired and often felt 

sick. Douglas had to pick up a lot of work around the house. The 

spot of cancer spread and appeared on her lungs. His wife’s life 

was seriously threatened and a new series of treatment started. 

Douglas had to deal with that situation. Then, on top of this, his 

family was involved in a serious traffic accident. A drunk driver 

crossed the median and smashed into their car head on. Douglas’ 

twelve-year-old daughter went through the windshield and was 

badly lacerated in the face. His wife was also hurt. The worst 

injuries were to Douglas himself. Douglas hit his head on the 

dashboard. First, he had trouble with his vision. One of his eyes 

wouldn’t cooperate and he saw double. He couldn’t even walk 

down a set of stairs without stumbling. The worst thing to happen 

was that he could no longer read. Douglas loved to read.  

Yancey knew Douglas, and he knew his story. So, when he 

started to write about the Book of Job, he decided to interview 

Douglas. He called him up and scheduled an appointment. They 

met for breakfast. Douglas told him some of the story. They sat 

and chatted for a while. After breakfast had been served, Yancey 

said, “Well, Douglas I am writing a book about disappointment 

with God, you’re right at the top of the list. Tell me, what would 

you say to people who are disappointed with God?” 

Douglas thought for a minute and stroked his beard. Finally he 

looked at Yancey and said, “You know Philip, I don’t think I have 

ever been disappointed with God.” 

This shocked Yancey. He was amazed. He had specifically 

chosen Douglas because he thought of all the people he knew, he 

was the one most likely to be disappointed, even angry, at God 

because of the unfairness he had lived. 

Yancey wanted to know how Douglas could possibly not be 

disappointed with God. He asked Douglas, “How can this be that 

you have no anger or disappointment with God?” Douglas said, 

“You know, Philip, I learned a long time ago, and especially 

through this accident, not to confuse God with life. Is life unfair? 

You bet! My life has been unfair. What has happened to my wife, 

what has happened to my daughter, what has happened to me, 

it’s unfair. But I think God feels exactly the same way. I think he is 

grieved and hurt by what the drunk driver did as much as I am. 

Don’t confuse God with life.” 

When Douglas ended his time with Yancey he said, “I’ll leave you 

with one last thought and that’s this. If you are ever tempted to 

confuse God with life, go back and read the story of Jesus, the 

story of God on earth. Ask yourself how Jesus would have 

answered the question, is life unfair? Just before he left, Douglas 

said, “For me, the cross of Christ demolished for all time the idea 

that life is supposed to be fair.” 

Have you ever been disappointed with God? How do you handle 

the unfairness of life? When life treats you unfairly, do you find 

yourself like that grandmother, not on good terms with God, or 

does the unfairness draw you into a closer relationship with him? 

The good news is we live on the other side of Easter. 

Resurrection faith is about living faithfully in an unfair world. God 

doesn’t make bad things happen. God does promise to be with us 

and to see us through to the other side. Trust in God’s promises. 

As Cathy Parish left my mom’s house, she said, “It will be a long, 

long, long time before there is a new kind of normal for us, but I 

know God will get us there. I will let you know when that 

happens.” 

That is faith! May it be ours as well! 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Russel  

Our ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE, conducted by Rev. 
Paul Taylor, our District Superintendent, will be held on Tuesday, 
October 10 at 7 pm, in the Sanctuary.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend; all church members are authorized to vote.  There will be 
a time of fellowship and refreshments before the conference, 

beginning at 6:30 pm.  We will be joined 
by our neighbors from Coraopolis, Little 
Hill, Blackburn, Shannopin and 
Glenwillard United Methodist Churches. 
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Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities  -  October 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 1, 2017 
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

World Communion Sunday 

Liturgist:  Brad Jones 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Exodus 17:1-7 Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 (UMH 799) 

Philippians 2:1-13 Matthew 21:23-32 

October 8, 2017 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Handbells Play 
3rd Graders Receive Bibles 

Sheltered with Love 

Liturgist:  Mike Pedee 

A/V:  Lou Ann Scott (9 am) / Laura Geason (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Exodus 20:1-4 Psalm 19 (UMH 750) 

Philippians 3:4b-14 Matthew 21:33-46 

October 15, 2017 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Laity Sunday / Honduras Mission Team Report 

Liturgist:  Carole Ford 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Exodus 32:1-14 Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 (UMH 829) 

Philippians 4:1-9 Matthew 22:1-14 

October 22, 2017 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

Blessing of the Animals 
Youth Choir Sings 

Liturgist:  Kim Benjamin 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Exodus 33:12-23 Psalm 99 (UMH 819) 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Matthew 22:15-22 

October 29, 2017 
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism — Jackson James Parrish 

Liturgist:  Donna Sawhill 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed (9 am) / Amy Napierkowski (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 Psalm 90:1-6 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 Matthew 22:34-46 

We will offering a blessing of 

the animals at both services 

on October 22.  Bring your 

well-behaved pets on a leash 

or in a carrier (all pets must 

be under your control to 

receive a blessing). 

You are also invited to bring photographs of your deceased 

beloved animal companions to the service to be placed on 

the altar rail at the appropriate time in the service. 

On October 8th, the 

Sewickley United 

Methodist Church will 

present our third 

graders with their 

personal Bible.  The following students entered the third grade this 

current school year:  Evarett Briggs, Madeline Caley, Kaylee 

Kennedy, Adalynn Leety and Liam Spencer.  If we missed your 

third grader, please contact the church office at 412-741-9430 or 

Sandra Lane (412-741-6724 or slane819@yahoo.com) The 

presentation will take place during both services. 
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

MONTHLY SALAD LUNCHEON —  Our 
community Salad Luncheon will be 
Thursday, October 5, from 11 am to 1 pm.  
Proceeds from our community luncheons 
support the General Fund.  Please consider 
donating your homemade salads for the 

luncheons. Salads should be brought to the Simpson Room by 
10 am on the day of the luncheon. Want to volunteer to help? 
Volunteers are always welcome!  We’d love to see some new 
faces.  If you haven’t donated a salad in the past and need 
some guidance, or would like to volunteer, please contact 

Belinda Resler 412-708-9966. 

BOOK CLUB — The Book Club kicks off its 
2017 season on Tuesday, October 3rd at 
7 pm, in the parlor. Come talk about your 
favorite summer reads and plan for the 
upcoming year. Rides are available. Contact 

Pam Honeychurch for details. 

BON FIRE AND HAYRIDE — Saturday, 
October 7, at Bill and Sandy Kuriger's home.  
Festivities start at 6 pm.  Hot dogs, buns, 
condiments, hot water for hot chocolate, and 
cold water to drink will be provided by the 
Nurture Committee.  Please bring chairs, 

roasting forks, blankets and flashlights, as well as a snack to 
share or makings for S'mores.  See the poster in the Sanctuary 
to signup and to indicate what kind of snack you will bring or 
what fixings for S'mores you will bring.  The poster also has 
driving directions. You can also contact, Jenine Furry, Sandy 

Kuriger or Pam Honeychurch. HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!! 

Address for Kuriger's is 91 Hill Road, Glenfield.   Directions: 

1. Follow Rt. 65 South toward Pittsburgh 

2. Make left hand turn onto Toms Run Road (first left past 

Interstate 79 bridge. 

3. Follow Toms Run Road to the first left onto Duff Road 

(turn is a sharp bend and go up hill) 

4. Make another first left onto Hill Road.  Follow road 1 mile 
and the road will end at Kuriger’s.  (if you see the DO 

NOT ENTER SIGN, keep on going) 

LEFTOVER CANDY — If you have 
leftover Halloween candy, and don't 
know what to do with it, you can 
donate it to FOTC and we'll use it for 
the care packages we send to the 
college kids during exams.  Just 
leave it in our donations box in the 

narthex.  Thanks! 

FILM CLUB — Continuing our Pittsburgh 
theme, our October 14 film stars area native 
Shirley Jones.  Elmer Gantry is a 1960 drama 
film about a con man and a female evangelist 

selling religion to small town America and is based on the 1927 
novel of the same name by Sinclair Lewis and stars Burt 
Lancaster, Jean Simmons, and Shirley Jones. Elmer Gantry 
was nominated for five Academy Awards in 1961, including 
Best Picture and Best Score. It won Best Actor for Lancaster, 
Best Supporting Actress for Jones, and Best Adapted 
Screenplay. The film is long, so we will gather at 5 pm and 
enjoy a potluck dinner while we watch the move.  Everyone 

is welcome! 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE DISASTER RELIEF DONATIONS –
The Outreach Committee was generously provided with 
designated funds from the Patton Memorial Fund, in addition to 
having received some other gifts designated 
for outreach ministries.  As our congregation 
disaster relief appeals have targeted USA 
relief, the Outreach Committee voted to 
send $400 to UMCOR International Disaster 
Response and $200 to UMCOR Relief-
Supply Kits from our designated funds.  
Details of how you can contribute further to UMCOR disaster 

responses is on page 6 of this newsletter. 

READING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Adults 
willing to spend an hour a week reading with 
elementary school students in Pittsburgh and 
surrounding areas are needed to be part of 
UM Church Union's Reading and Mentoring 

Program. The impact of reading one-on-one with an adult 
regularly lasts a lifetime and dramatically increases attendance 
and test scores. Volunteers will be assisted with obtaining 
required clearances. Donations towards new books are also 

welcome!  Contact Cheri Pogue at cpogue@churchunion.org.  

GIRLS EMPOWERMENT PADS – The Nyadire Connection 
seeks to provide girls with empowerment pads that allow them 
to attend school all month long.  Feminine hygiene products are 
not widely available and when available are too costly for many 
in The Nyadire Connection areas.  There was a shortage of 
flannel at the recent “sewing” party held at Mt. Lebanon UMC.  
Those in attendance at the “sewing” party from SUMC offered 
to complete 50 kits.  The Outreach 
Committee has purchased 23 yards 
of flannel, which needs to be cut into 
8-inch wide strips.  If you would be 
able to help cut the flannel 
(preferably with a rotary cutter), 

please contact Martha Boward.   

Western 
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EAST GERMAN CONFERENCE 
(UMC) CHILDREN’S 
SCHMETTERLINGE CHOIR TO 
VISIT AREA - The Schmetterlinge 
(butterflies), a choral group of about 
50, ages 8 to 17, began in 1968 in Eastern Germany. During 
the Easter holidays and the autumn Saxon holidays, the group 
gets together to practice, learn and visit various communities 
and countries for concerts.  Their concert program is 
impressive, ranging from simple children's songs to the four-
voice Bachsatz, from folk songs to Christian music. Their 
schedule includes a concert on Tuesday, October 3 at 

7:30 pm at Mt. Lebanon UMC (3319 West Liberty Ave). 

The name "Butterflies" points out that the children flutter from 
village to village - just like a butterfly from flower to flower, 
according to the group's webpage. On the other hand, this 
name makes it clear to the children that the message of the 

God who loves man is "blasting" into the world." 

FOURTH SUNDAY FOOD PANTRY 
COLLECTION — The grocery cart will be in the 
sanctuary for October’s collection on October 
22nd, but you may bring items at any time and 
place them in the cart in the hallway across from 
the restrooms.  Families in need are assisted by 
the Sewickley Community Center Food Pantry 
on Wednesdays from 11:30 am to 1 pm; anyone 
in need will be helped – I.D. required showing 
resident of  15143 –  Sewickley;  15108 – Coraopolis;  15056 – 

Leetsdale; and  15003 – Ambridge. 

The UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW) 
will meet for dinner on Monday, October 16 
at 6 pm in the Simpson Room. A business 
meeting will follow dinner at 6:45 pm.  The 
United Methodist Women is open to all 
women of the church and all are welcome to 

attend.  Please bring a dish to share. 

The Western Pennsylvania 
Conference of the United 
Methodist Women will host 
an event celebrating 
Women Organized for 

Mission on Saturday, October 28, at the Faith-Delmont UMC 
(305 Freeport Street, Delmont).  Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi 
is the featured speaker.  The cost is $8 per person, which 
covers lunch.  Checks are payable to WPA Conference UMW. 
Registration deadline is October 20, 2017.  For more details 
see the brochure on the bulletin board just outside of the 

church office or call Kristine Swaney at 412-741-2092. 

NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS, Continued 

We are in need of volunteers to man the 

pumpkin patch every day through October 31.  

There is no need to lift or carry pumpkins!  

We are open weekdays, 10 am–7 pm; 

Saturdays, 9 am–7 pm; and 12–7 pm on 

Sundays.  Sign up in the orange binder in 

the back of the sanctuary. 

We also NEED volunteers to roll the pumpkins, which 
needs to be done every other day.  Bring a friend for a great 

workout.  Rolling the pumpkins helps prevent spoilage.   

READERS NEEDED 

As a community outreach, we will 
again offer story times to 

preschools visiting our Pumpkin Patch.  The groups visit during 
the day. If you are willing to be a reader, please see Martha 
Boward or leave a message with the church office. 

The Administrative Council (aka Church Council), Trustees 
and Finance Committees meet the second Monday of each 
month.  As with all church committees, with the exception of 

the Pastor-Parish Relations Committee (PPRC), the meetings 
are open to anyone who would like 

to attend and participate in the 
discussion.  Only official committee 

members are authorized to vote.  
Minutes from the meetings are also 

available in the church office. 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

We are currently studying “The Storm 

Inside:  Trade the Chaos of How You 

Feel for the Truth of Who You,” by Sheila 

Walsh.  It is a study of stories from the 

Bible of people who faced seemingly 

insurmountable problems — regret, shame, insecurity, and 

heartbreak — and how to redefine our failures as a new 

beginning instead of an end, replace the words always and 

never in our lives with positive declarations of hope, and know 

with confidence how to help a friend in chaos or crisis. 

Bible Study meets in the church library and is led by Pastor 

Russel.  For the convenience of those participating, there are 

two meeting times:  9:30 am and 7 pm.  We meet September 

through May.  Join us anytime! 
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DISASTER RESPONSE 

Continue to PRAY for those affected by recent devastating natural disasters, both nationally and internationally 

GIVE TO UMCOR’S RELIEF AND RECOVERY EFFORTS 

UMCOR International Disaster Response Advance #982450 UMCOR US Disaster Response #901670 

Don’t want to choose between domestic and international assistance?  Consider one of these options: 

UMCOR Relief Supplies Advance #901440 UMCOR Undesignated Advance #999895 

Give through your local church or donate online at umcor.org/donate or by phone at 1-888-252-6174 

Explorers’ Class 

Things have been happening in Israel!  King Jeroboam II reigned supreme, and hosted Amos as the first of the writing Deuternomic prophets.  
Amos was concerned about the corruption, oppression & hypocrisy around him, and asked that individual Israelites let justice flow like water & 
righteousness like an ever flowing stream.  YHWH frightened Jonah so badly that he ran all the way to Tarshish rather than face down the King 
of Nineveh.  Jonah simply knew that YHWH was the God of Israel. Some other guy was god of Nineveh!  The Israelites didn’t do what was 
asked.  They continued to worship other gods, sell prophecies at a profit, and oppress the poor.  So YHWH sent the Assyrian army to haul off 
Israel’s upper & upper middle class and dispersed them throughout their empire.  When Assyrian colonists came into Israel, YHWH sent lions 

to chase them out of the land that had been promised to Abraham.  Samaria came into being. 

While all this was happening in Israel, Micah became concerned about the corruption oppression and hypocrisy in Judah.  He insisted that 
what YHWH requires is the love of kindness & mercy, followed by the humble obedience to YHWH.  He carried the day, and both Isaiah & 
Jeremiah quote him.  Some Hosea guy agreed that each person is responsible for their conduct.  They can’t blame the king anymore.  He 
believed that YHWH had taken the people as his bride.  He loved them despite their sinfulness.  Good King Hezekiah came into this 
environment.  He cleansed the temple, eliminated the corruption & oppression and organized both the priesthood and the administration.  
Every believer, from everywhere in the world was invited to worship in the temple he had purged.  When three invincible Assyrian armies 
attacked Jerusalem, Isaiah spoke with the same power as Elijah had. When Hezekiah woke in the morning he found a miracle equal to Moses’ 

parting of the sea.  Three Assyrian armies were simply dead. 

Come join us in the library between services.  Watch the progressive revelation of the Holy Spirit unfold. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL — CLASSES FOR EVERYONE! 

Sunday School, under the direction of Christian Education Directors Rev. Jim and Wilma Hamilton, is held 

each Sunday at 10 am.  Everyone, preschool through adult, is encouraged to join in study, discussion and 

fellowship.  Below is a list of the classes, along with locations and leaders.  All of the children and youth 

classes meet in the Sunday School rooms in the basement, with the preschool meeting in the nursery. 

Preschool 

Susie Moffett 

Kindergarten & 

1st and 2nd Grades 

Bill Utterback & Rev. Jim Hamilton 

3rd, 4th and 5th Grades 

Roberta Davis & Wilma Hamilton 

Middle School 

Rev. Barry Lewis & Johnathan Burnett 

High School 

Jack Moffett & Mitch Hortert 

“Explorers” (in the Library) 

Roger Thomas and Mark Benjamin 

focuses on Biblical study 

“Searching for Jesus” (in the Parlor) 

Bola & Willie Nicholson 

Focuses on contemporary Christian issues 

http://www.umcor.org/search-for-projects/Search-for-Projects
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If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list, 
please let the office know.  We don’t want to leave anyone out of special wishes.  

SOUP & HUMMUS SALE FOR THE BUILDING OF FAITH 

All proceeds from this sale will go toward the principal 
on the building loan.  Give your order to the office or 

put it in the offering plate. 

Name:   ______________________________________  

Phone Number:  _______________________________  

Orders are due by Sunday, October 22 and will be ready for pickup 
November 2—5.  Include payment with your order or pay when you pickup 
your soup or hummus.  

Payment:    Cash Amount:  ______  or   Check (made to SUMC) # ________ 

Total Amount Enclosed:  ______________ 

Choices 

(Pickup at church November 2 thru 5) 

Indicate quantity below 

$9 Quart $6 Pint 

Roasted Butternut Squash   

Broccoli Cheddar   

Vegetable Beef   

Sandra’s Hummus $5 for ½ pint 

OCTOBER IS BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH — All ladies 52 - 74 years need to be screened. 
Please encourage the women in your life to get this done. Early detection is key. Things you can do to 

encourage awareness! 

1. Wear the pink Breast Cancer Label everyday in October and, if possible, make a donation for research. 

2. Wear pink as much as you can, men too, after all, real men wear pink… 

3. Drink/make pink lemonade instead of plain or ice-tea. 

4. Bake a pink cake or use pink frosting for cookies. 

5. If you work in an office, convince your boss to use pink paper and print invoices, information etc. on pink paper. This will draw attention 

when customers ask "why" and could lead to return business.  PINK ALL THE WAY IN OCTOBER!!!! 

Hallmark Cards started “Clergy 

Day of Honor” in 1992.  Pastor 

Appreciation Day is the second 

Sunday in October and all of 

October is known as Pastor 

Appreciation Month.   

 

How will you show Pastor Russel 

your appreciation this month? 
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A little more than a year ago, when Martha Boward, our Lay 
Representative to Annual Conference spoke to the Ad Council 
about what happened at Annual Conference, one thing she said 
really got me thinking.  A guest speaker, a pastor who had grown 
his church from 3 people to a 7-campus church with thousands of 
members, said when he visits churches, they always want to show 
him the sanctuary first, but he insists on seeing the nursery first.  
That got me thinking about our nursery. While our nursery provides 
a safe, loving environment, it didn’t look very inviting.  I thought it 
looked worn and dull.  What did visitors to SUMC think when they 
saw our nursery?  Did it make them want to stay or keep looking?  
After much thought, I proposed a plan to the Trustees for the 
nursery to get a facelift. 

Fast forward to August 2017, when the Trustees gave me the go 
ahead to lead the project to relocate and renovate the nursery.  
Over a period of several weeks, a number of volunteers came 
together to move around the choir and Sunday school rooms, and 
then transform the former choir room into the nursery.  Walls, 
doors, furniture and trim were painted; baseboard was primed, 
painted and installed; closet doors were installed; the floor was 
stripped, cleaned and waxed; new electrical switches and tamper 
proof outlets were installed; vibrant valances were made and hung 
in the windows; new furniture and area rugs were purchased; and 

some new toys and accessories were added to the mix.  Artists 
Andrea Lewis and Nick Martinez are working on a fabulous Noah’s 
Ark mural, and Nancy Plum painted a gorgeous mural of Jesus and 
children in the “quiet corner.” 

Please help me in thanking Kim Benjamin, Mark Benjamin, Riley 
Benjamin, Martha Boward, Barbara Bower, Jenine Furry, Laura 
Geason, Pat Grossarth, Steve Grossarth, Laura Hess, Warren 
Kinneer, Kandace Kramer, Sandy Kuriger, Sandra Lane, Andrea 
Lewis, Barry Lewis, Rebecca Lewis, Nick Martinez, Matthew 
McTeague, Susie Moffett, Nancy Plum, Tony Ream, Donna 
Sawhill, Ed Sawhill, Pastor Russel and Bill Utterback who all 
helped make the new nursery a reality! 

A big thank you goes to those who made financial donations as 
well.  The nursery is an important ministry that impacts the entire 
congregation, not just those with little ones, and I thank you for 
helping to fund the project.   

On September 10, a new nursery 
welcomed our little ones.  If you 
haven’t already taken a look, 
please take a moment to do so. 

~~Pam Honeychurch 

EARLY RESPONSE TEAM (ERT) TRAINING 

Want to learn what it takes to be a UMC ERT member?   
Those are the people who are first on the scene, primarily  
when natural disasters strike, locally and around the  
country.  It is these specially trained people who lead disaster relief teams in 
the early stages of recovery and throughout the often times long-term 
recovery.  This is an UMCOR certified training for Disaster Response 
ministries of Volunteers in Mission. Non-United Methodist participants are 
welcome but will not be badged or deployed through the UMCOR-UMVIM 
ministry network. Clearances are required from UMs on the day of the 
training.  Early Response Team trainings will be offered from 9 am - 5 pm at 
the following locations. Visit wpaumc.org/disasterresponse to register. 

 Saturday, Oct. 7th at Little Corners UMC in Meadville, PA 

 Saturday, Nov. 4th at First UMC in Kane, PA 

 Saturday, Nov. 11th at Garden City UMC in Monroeville, PA 

Please write to our Shut-Ins 
and keep them in your prayers. 

The church office can provide 
you with contact information. 

Marge Anderson 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Joe & B.J. Manzinger 

Helen Smouse 

Shirley Sye 

http://www.wpaumc.org/disasterresponse
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Annual Greenery Fundraiser 

This year we will be selling Classic, Victorian, and Cranberry Splash style wreaths 

and a limited number of LED Candle centerpieces (4) and Live mini trees (6) as these 

must be ordered in case quantities.  Orders are due by noon on October 29th. 

The items are also available to be shipped anywhere in the U.S. with a gift message. 

The gift items will need an order form filled out with the recipient’s address and phone 

numbers. These orders are due by noon on October 22nd. 

Catalogs, order form, and the gift order forms are located on the table in the back of the 

sanctuary. Payments can be made by cash or check (payable to SUMC with “wreaths” in 

memo line). You may also contact Jessica Moore by email to place an order: 

jeffandjessmoore@hotmail.com. Payments can be placed in the offering or given to the 

Church Office. Pickup will be Sunday, November 26th at the parsonage garage. 

Thank you for supporting the General Fund! 
Mini Holly Tree 
(shipped only) 

North Star  
Tabletop Tree 

Classic Victorian 

Centerpiece 

ITEMS TO BE PICKED 
UP AT CHURCH 

Classic Wreath: $25 

Victorian Wreath: $30 

Cranberry Splash Wreath: $30 

Candle Centerpiece: $30 

North Star Tabletop Tree: $30 

Classic Wreath: $35 

Victorian Wreath: $40 

Wintergreen Wreath: $40 

Candle Centerpiece: $40 

North Star Tabletop Tree: $35 

Mini Holly Tree: $35 

ITEMS THAT CAN BE SHIPPED DIRECTLY 
TO YOU OR SENT AS GIFTS 

 

 

 
 

Cranberry Splash Wreath: $40 

Wintergreen (shipped only) Cranberry Splash 

Lisle B. 
Marcy B. 

Hurst Bartley 
Ruth Beshero 
Barb Beukema 

Darrel Black 
Rhonda Coles 
Dee Connelly 

Donna Cymbalak 
Jack Dolin 
Jodi Dolin 

Steven Dolin 
Chuck Dougherty 

Lou Egenlauf 
Sarah Gladwell 

June Graham 
Josie Greco 

Atleah Grubb  
Nate Hatfield 

George Hartman Sr.  
Cathy Herron 
Laura Hertrick  

Janna 
Jeff and Jodi 
Kristen Johns 

Katherine Johnson 
Wayne Johnson 

Lemasters Family 
Marian Lippert 
Joe Lombardo 

Donna Macaul 
Michelle Malito 

Mary 
Sara McCullough  

Brian McKay 
Rev. Bruce Merritt 

Don Moore 
John and Sandy Nelson 

Gary P. 
Family of Katie Parish 

Patty Payne 
Cori Reasoner 
Jim Rogansky 

Ryan 
Doug Rummens 

Ed Sawhill 
Rachel Shuluga 
Renee Shutak 
Gale Siddall 

C.R. “Bob” Simpson 
Bill Smerker 

Linda Sollinger 
Bonnie Stoicovy 
Sandy Stroebel 

Renate Tabet and family 
Don Thomas 
Renee Tobias 
Philip Tolorica 

Emil Valsimidas 
Don Walker 

Michael Woods 
Bob Yant 

Dennis Zeveny 
Jacob Zickefoose 
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CALLING ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH!!! 

KID’S NIGHT OUT is held on Tuesdays with dinner at 5:30 pm and 
activities starting at 6 pm.  All children and youth, kindergarten through 
high school are welcome.  Bill Utterback and Susie Moffett lead the 
children, and Aimee Scott and Johnathan Burnett lead the youth.  Wilma 
and Rev. Jim Hamilton also help lead the programming and Donna 
Sawhill leads the dinner crew.  Invite a friend 
and come and be prepared for an evening of . . . 

Fun, food and fellowship 

Activities and recreation 

Inspiring dialogue 

Teaching God’s Word 

Holy experiences 

We are looking forward to another great year!  Here’s the schedule: 

Elementary aged 
kids 

5:30—6:00 
Dinner 

6:00—6:45 
Bible Study 

6:45—7:30 
Crafts and games 

Middle School 
Youth 

5:30—6:00 
Dinner 

6:00—7:15 
Youth Group / 

Bible Study 

7:15—8:00 
Wesley Chorale 

High School Youth 

5:30—6:00 
Dinner 

6:00—7:15 
Youth Group / 

Bible Study 

7:15—8:00 
Wesley Chorale 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 1 — SPECIAL OFFERING 

The offering benefits World Communion Scholarships, the 

Ethnic Scholarship Program and 

the Ethnic In-Service Training 

Program.   

Iris Marie Gadsden hopes to 

open her own nonprofit someday 

to help those in her community 

who are struggling financially or 

emotionally. A student at Erskine 

College in South Carolina, 

Gadsden received a World Communion Sunday scholarship.  

She traveled to Honduras recently with the S. Carolina UM 

Conference, and helped work on a Habitat for Humanity house 

with fellow Erskine classmates.  Attending a Christian school 

has allowed Gadsden to grow her faith on campus; 

attendance made possible by her UMC scholarship. “Growing 

up in the United Methodist faith has helped me recognize the 

importance of serving those in less-fortunate situations,” she 

said. “My faith and the ministries I have been a part of have 

inspired me to serve others though nonprofit management as 

a career. I think our faith includes the principle of service, and 

as people of God, it is our job to love and minister to others as 

Jesus did.” 

Iris has said the church should continue to support the World 

Communion Sunday offering to help others like her pursue 

their dreams and make a difference in the lives of others.  “I 

think God has a plan for everyone, even if they can’t or don’t 

see it currently,” she said. “Sometimes, we can go through 

situations where we can lose our faith because of our 

struggles. I want to be a support 

system, not only through material 

things but spreading the Word of 

Christ and his faithfulness to 

others in my career.” 

Please give generously to this 

special offering, which often 

enables first-generation students 

to attend college. You may use the 

special envelope included in the 

bulletin on October 1st, or mark your gift “World Communion.” 

Iris working with Habitat 

for Humanity 

Iris working with local 

children last year 

On behalf of Patricia Ann Leiphart’s family, I wish to 
thank you for your many cards and gifts, and I 
especially want to thank you for your much-
appreciated prayers.  We have felt your presence in 
our greatest time of need.   

Thanks, also, to those who sent us flowers 
throughout our hospital stays and for Pat’s memorial 
worship service.  They were a heavenly touch of 
nature that deeply warmed Ms. Pat’s and my heart.  She enjoyed asking 
me for the name of each flower that she did not already know.    

She is in heaven’s gardens now, weeding and identifying plants with her 
sister, Nancy.  Praise God for the beautiful life of Patricia Ann, and 
remember, when you see a butterfly, Ms. Pat is saying “Hello!” and 
telling you that it is OK.  THANK YOU and THANK YOU. 

With warm Hugs, 
Warren R. Kinneer 

 2017 Budget 
Budgeted 

to Date 
August Year-to-date 

Expenses  262,074.27  182,220.27  21,107.45  179,072.79 

Receipts  261,574.27  162,588.45  17,938.31  165,332.83 

Overage (Deficit)  (500.00)  (19,631.82)  (3,169.14)  (13,739.96) 

Here’s a summary of 

the latest Treasurer’s 

Report: 

Pam Honeychurch, 

Treasurer 
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October 2017 

Joe & Debbie Consoli 10/4 

Justin & Kate Ledger 10/5 

Melanie & Kurt Gaebel 10/7 

Donna & Ed Sawhill 10/17 

Jeff & Kathy Canter 10/18 

David & Randi Flaherty 10/23 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 
9:30 AM Youth Choir 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 

11 AM Traditional 

Worship 

12 - 7 PM Pumpkin 

Patch 

2 
7 PM Book Club 

3 
5:30 PM KNO Dinner 
6 PM Kid's Night Out 
7:15 PM Wesley 

Chorale 

8 PM AA 

4 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 
7 PM Bible Study 

5 
11 AM - 1 PM Salad 

Luncheon 

6:15 PM Handbells 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

6 
7 PM AA 

7 
9 AM - 7 PM 

Pumpkin Patch 

6 - 9 PM Bonfire & 

Hayride 

8 
9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 
9:30 AM Youth Choir 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 
11 AM Traditional 

Worship 
12 - 7 PM Pumpkin 

Patch 

9 
6:30 PM Finance 

Committee 
6:30 PM Trustees 
8 PM Council Meeting 

10 
5:30 PM KNO Dinner 
6 PM Kid's Night Out 
7 PM Charge 

Conference 
7:15 PM Wesley 

Chorale 
8 PM AA 

11 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 
7 PM Bible Study 

12 
6:15 PM Handbells 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

13 
7 PM AA 

14 
9 AM - 7 PM 

Pumpkin Patch 

6 PM Film Club 

15 
9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 
9:30 AM Youth Choir 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 
11 AM Traditional 

Worship 
12 - 7 PM Pumpkin 

Patch 

16 
6 PM UMW Covered 

Dish Dinner & 

Meeting 
7 PM Learning Tree 

Board Meeting 

17 
5:30 PM KNO Dinner 
6 PM Kid's Night Out 
7:15 PM Wesley 

Chorale 
8 PM AA 

18 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 
7 PM Bible Study 

19 
6:15 PM Handbells 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

20 
7 - 9 PM Haunted 

House 

21 
9 AM - 7 PM 

Pumpkin Patch 

7 - 9 PM Haunted 

House 

22 
9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 
9:30 AM Youth Choir 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 
11 AM Traditional 

Worship 
12 - 7 PM Pumpkin 

Patch 

23 

 

24 
5:30 PM KNO Dinner 
6 PM Kid's Night Out 
7:15 PM Wesley 

Chorale 
8 PM AA 

25 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 
7 PM Bible Study 

26 
6:15 PM Handbells 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

27 
7 - 9 PM Haunted 

House 

28 
9 AM - 7 PM 

Pumpkin Patch 

7 - 9 PM Haunted 

House 

29 
9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 
9:30 AM Youth Choir 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 
11 AM Traditional 

Worship 
12 - 7 PM Pumpkin 

Patch 

30 
Rummage Sale Setup 
 

31 
Rummage Sale Setup 
5:30 PM KNO Dinner 
6 PM Kid's Night Out 
7:15 PM Wesley 

Chorale 
8 PM AA 

        

Pumpkin Patch 10 am—7 pm 

Pumpkin Patch 10 am—7 pm 

Pumpkin Patch 10 am—7 pm 

Pumpkin Patch 10 am—7 pm 

Pumpkin Patch 10 am—7 pm 


