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It is the Monday after Easter as I sit and write this letter. This 
morning as I scrolled through Facebook two posts caught my 

eye: 

1. Happy Easter Monday! Christ is Risen, but pastors are 

not. 

2. What's the difference between yesterday and today? 
Easter Sunday, we dressed up in our Easter best; we 
went TO church, extended our Easter blessings and 
corporately worshipped our risen Lord. Today, we are 
called to BE the church, dress up in our everyday 
clothes, and take Christ with us, at work, at the gym, the 
senior center, Walmart...wherever we go about our daily 

activities, we still need to live in a still-risen Christ! 

Easter is not a day or an event; it is a way of life. Making 
Easter a way of life means that we turn our eyes toward 
resurrection each and every day, searching for its signs, 

believing in its truth, living into its glory. 

The candy may be eaten, the baskets put away, but 
Christ is still risen; God is still in control. We need to treat 
each day as Easter...celebrating the risen Christ, sharing 

the saving grace. 

Both posts are very true. Indeed Holy Week and Easter prove to 
be an exhausting marathon for most pastors. The day after 
Easter does not mean Easter is over. It is our starting point. It is 

the second post that I wish to highlight. 

The week after Easter we meet up with good old Thomas. We 
have come to know him as Doubting Thomas. Thomas needed 
to see Jesus’ wounds to know that Jesus was really risen. He 
just couldn’t believe that Jesus could be alive unless he saw him 
with his own eyes. He needed to see, hear and touch Jesus’ 
humanity to know and believe it was real. Thomas not only saw 

him, but touched him and heard Jesus speak his name.  

On Easter I said one of the Easter challenges God puts before 
us is to see those around us…really see them. But often we see 
only what we want to see. Sometimes, like Thomas insisting on 
seeing the wounds of Jesus, we insist on seeing the wounds of 
others before we believe that the people we serve are persons 
worthy and deserving of grace and kindness during their most 

vulnerable hour.  

I want to share with you two stories: 

There was a young woman who entered a homeless shelter with 
her two young children. Her youngest would just be starting 
kindergarten. This was neither her first experience with 
parenting young children nor her first experience with 
homelessness. She had experienced homelessness before with 
her siblings. Later, when she was just a youth herself, she 
scored very high on the PSAT. So high, in fact, that she was 
offered free tuition and room and board at a prestigious high 

school — a boarding school for girls.  

This kind of opportunity would not otherwise have been 
economically possible for her hard-working mother, who was a 
nurse. She chose to attend. Unfortunately, she couldn’t finish 
her high school education at this prestigious school because her 
mother died unexpectedly. Her siblings were being cared for by 
her father; at least, that’s what she assumed until Child 
Protective Services was called because they had not been 

attending school.  

She discovered that her father had been drinking to excess and 
her siblings needed help. She left school and came home to 

parent them. They had their ups and downs.  

She hustled between jobs and juggled school and work, but 
ultimately, they all came through it. Her siblings are grown now, 

leading their own lives. 

She was never able to go to college. She was so smart, so 
capable, but her circumstances were not within her control. She 
sacrificed her own opportunities to be the very best daughter, 

sister and mother she could be.  

When people learn that she needs money to purchase school 
uniforms for her children to attend school, I wonder – must you 
see the wounds, feel them, touch them and hear the quiver in 
her voice when she tells her story to know that she is a human 
being who just needs some help right now? Is it not enough to 
know that she is a child of God, that God loves her and her 

kids?  

Must we know the pain of another person’s life to justify our 

help?  

Blessed are those who have not seen, 
but have come to believe. 

Continued next page 
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From The Pastor’s Heart, continued 

Leonard is a tall, dark-skinned man with a deep, gentle voice. 
He is the type of person you know is kind and is overflowing with 
love from the moment you meet him. Leonard attends a church 
near his home in a senior citizen complex. Leonard also 
volunteers at a homeless shelter. He is the overnight guardian at 

the shelter. 

When asked why he does this, he simply replied that he wants 
to make sure there is always a safe place for people 

experiencing homelessness, especially women and children.  

Leonard is 76 years old. He spent 40 years of his life homeless. 
He understands homelessness better than most people. If you 
get to know Leonard, one of the things he will tell you is that 
most of his homelessness was a choice.  He chose to live on the 
streets. He says that the way to really be free is not to own 
anything at all; not to owe anyone money, not even a landlord or 
a utility company. He says that when you are homeless, you are 
invisible. No one wants to see you or engage with you, and that 
frees you up to move around and meet people who really need 

community. 

One night on a park bench, Leonard sat by himself, rolling a 
cigarette close to his body so it would be covered by the hood of 
his sweatshirt in the falling snow. Two young men approached 

him, pulled a gun and told him to give them his money. 

Leonard didn’t have any money, and he asked the duo if 
whatever they had hoped to buy would be worth his life.  That 
gave them pause enough to give Leonard time to offer his park 

bench to them to sit and share his cigarette. They sat down. 

Since he now had some time to get to know these young guys, 
Leonard asked what could make them so desperate for cash 

that they would want to pull a gun on an elderly man in the park. 

One of the young men told him that his girlfriend had just had a 
baby and they didn’t have any money for formula or diapers and 

he just needed the cash to buy some food for the baby. 

Leonard told him he sure wouldn’t be helping his girlfriend or the 

baby if he got picked up for armed robbery tonight. 

While they finished the cigarette together, Leonard reached into 
his bag and pulled out the forms for SNAP benefits, better 
known as food stamps. Leonard had once worked in the welfare 
office. He kept copies of the aid forms in his bag, just in case he 
might meet someone who needed them. Since he was an aid 
worker, he knew how to fill out the forms, which made him 
especially useful as many of the people he met in the homeless 

community could not read or write. 

He sat with the young man and filled out the forms and told him 
where to take them in the morning.  He explained how the 
program worked and told him how to get what he needed for the 

baby in the meantime. 

Leonard always sees the person first and never asks if the 
wound is deep enough to be worthy of help. Leonard’s first 
response is always to address the humanity of the people he 

meets.  

Blessed are those who have not seen, 
but have come to believe. 

As we move beyond Easter Sunday may we continue to be the 
Church God has called us to be, believing in the humanity of the 
people we meet, that they are beloved children of God deserving 
of every good thing for no other reason than that God loves 

them. 

I hope that we will look into their faces and see the face of God. I 
hope you will see the Risen One, alive and well, in those who 
just need a little help to get through today. I hope we can believe 

without first having to see the wounds to prove it. 

Blessings, 

 
 

Pastor Russel 

RE-PLANTING TRADITION 

Our children and youth will re-visit tradition by planting flowers around the church campus on May 19, the final morning of our 

2018-19 Sunday school year.  

The Fellowship of the Cross and the Education Committee will again host the event.  

Children and youth — as well as any church family members who would like to join us — should dress appropriately for digging in 
the dirt, and for the weather. You are encouraged to bring your own gardening tools. We will gather near the playground at the end 
of the 9 am worship service and plant flowers near the playground, and on the Thorn and Broad 
Street sides of our building.  At 11 am, the FOTC youth, and anyone who would like to join them, 
will plant flowers around the Union Aid apartment building at the corner of Broad St. and 

Centennial Ave. 

Contributions of flowers may be made during the week prior to our planting. Financial 
contributions toward purchasing flowers may be made to Pamela Mayo, Bill Utterback or any 

member of the Fellowship of the Cross team. 



Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities  - May 2019 
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May 5, 2019 
Third Sunday in Easter 

Sacrament of Communion 

Liturgist:  Donna Sawhill 

A/V:  Lou Ann Scott (9 am) 
Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Acts 9:1-6 (7-20) Psalm 30 (UMH 762) 

Revelation 5:11-14 John 21:1-9 
May 12, 2019 

Fourth Sunday in Easter 
Mother’s Day 

Sheltered with Love 
Youth Choir sings at 11 am 

Liturgist:  Laura Powell 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed (9 am) 
Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Acts 9:36-43 Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137) 

Revelation 7:9-17 John 10:22-30 

May 19, 2019 
Fifth Sunday in Easter 

Liturgist:  Dorothy Jadlowiec 

A/V:  Susie Moffett (9 am) 
Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 

Acts 11:1-18 Psalm 148 (UMH 861) 
Revelation 21:1-6 John 13:31-35 

May 26, 2019 
Sixth Sunday in Easter 
Memorial Day Weekend 
Handbell Choir, 11 am 

Liturgist:  Carolyn Lunt 

A/V:  Lou Ann Scott (9 am) 
Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Acts 16:9-15 Psalm 67 (UMH 791) 

Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 John 14:23-29 

NATIVE AMERICAN SPECIAL SUNDAY OFFERING — MAY 5TH 

Did you know that more than 20,000 Native Americans are part of The United Methodist Church? Our 
offering directly supports Native American congregations, equipping them to minister authentically with 
their communities, while honoring creative expressions of culture and heritage.  In the Dakotas Annual 
Conference, for example, this offering has supported a culturally appropriate Vacation Bible School 
experience that includes a food pantry and clothing closet, and provides job opportunities for Native 
Americans to lead the camp.  Native American-led United Methodist ministries serve the people who 
worship on Sunday mornings and expand into the community to respond to trauma among indigenous 
people who may be manifested in domestic violence, alcoholism or suicide. The offering also supports scholarships for Native American 
students like the Rev. Stephanie Escher who now serves as a hospital chaplain. She is a member of the Turtle Mountain Chippewa 
tribe. The Native American Seminary Award, funded by the United Methodist special offering, helped her manage the costs of studying 
for a Master of Divinity degree at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. 

We have a collective opportunity to live out our commitment to “The Way” with specific action. In our offering of love to God who first 
loved us, may our gifts multiply and overflow this world with justice, peace and love until all are whole.  On May 5th, you may use the 
provided envelope, include your gift with your regular offering, or use EasyTithe (select Native American Sunday). 

CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATES 

We will honor our High School and College graduates during the services on June 2.  Please inform the 
church office, Sandra Lane or Warren Kinneer, of anyone not listed below who is a 2019 graduate.   

Our high school graduates are Lia Warburton, Nina Wiggins and Noah Wiggins. 

Madeleine Bell, Rachel Boward, James Burnett, Sarah Heastings, Erik Hess, Laura Honeychurch, and 
Sydney Lane are graduating from college. 

If a name is misspelled please notify us so we can make the correction.  Best wishes to all of theses students. 
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

MONTHLY SALAD LUNCHEON — Our 
community luncheon is Thursday, May 2 
from 11 am to 1 pm.  Proceeds support the 
General Fund.  Please consider donating 
your homemade salads for the luncheons. 
Salads should be brought to the Simpson 

Room by 10 am the day of the luncheon or the evening before 
during LOF practice. Want to volunteer to help? Volunteers are 
always welcome!  We’d love to see some new faces.  If you 
haven’t donated a salad in the past and need some guidance, or 

would like to volunteer, please contact Belinda Resler. 

4TH SUNDAY FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION – 
Look for the cart in the sanctuary on May 26th and 
help local families with food insecurities overcome 
that challenge.  Sewickley Community Food Bank 
opens its doors on Wednesdays from 11:30 am to 
1 pm to distribute food to those in need, in and 
around the 15143 zip code. With the school year 
coming to an end, consider non-perishable foods that might 
provide breakfast and lunch to children who normally receive 
those meals at school.  THANKS TO SUMC, 10 Easter Bags 

were distributed to the food bank’s clients. 

HELP @ THE CENTER FOR HOPE 
Please consider volunteering with the 
meal program we sponsor every time 
there is a 5th Thursday in a month, 

which will be May 30. We cook a meal and serve 130-150 
people at the Center for Hope, an outreach mission in Ambridge. 
Help is needed in donations of milk, fruit, lemonade mix, 
paper/plastic products, and $$. We can always use servers (14 

& older). Contact Donna Sawhill 412-916-0854.  

EYEGLASSES & HEARING AID COLLECTION — Any hearing 
aids and prescription eye glasses you no longer need or want 
are being collected for the 
Nyadire Connection.  There 
are collection boxes in the 

Simpson Room and Narthex. 

DEAF MINISTRY BOOT CAMP – Trinity UMC 
(McMurray) is hosting this on Saturday, May 18th 
from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm.  Rev. Leo Yates, 
consultant for United Methodist Global Ministries' 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Ministry, will lead this 
training, which is designed for clergy, laity, 
students and interpreters interested in Deaf 

Ministry in a Christian context.  Participants will get an overview 
of (1) Deaf history, (2) an introduction to American Sign 
Language, (3) cultural considerations, (4) best practices, 
(5) accessibility, (6) ministry coordination, (7) the implementation 
of a new Deaf ministry, and (8) features of an interpreting 
ministry.  The event is free and will include a working lunch, but 
registration is required. Informational handouts will be distributed 
and books will be for sale for $10 each.  Registration via 

wpaumc.org/eventdetail/12778882. 

SUMC ANGELS — The SUMC Angels are 
invited to lunch at Belinda Resler’s house 
(1300 Beaver Rd, Sewickley) on May 14th 
at noon.  Please let her know if you will 
attend.  The Amish Farm trip will be 

rescheduled for late August. 

We will gather on Saturday, May 4 at 6 pm, in 
the church parlor to watch Places in the Heart, 
a 1984 drama about a U.S. Depression-era 
Texas widow who tries to save the family farm 
with the help of a blind white man and a poor 

black man. The film stars Sally Field, Ed Harris, John Malkovich, 
and Danny Glover. Field won the Academy Award for Best 

Actress for her performance.  Everyone is welcome. 

CALLING ALL VETERANS — We want to 
recognize you for your service and sacrifice 
during the special service on May 26.  If 
your photo hasn’t been included on the 
screen during previous Memorial Day 
services, please provide a photo, either in 
uniform or civilian clothes, by bringing it to the office for scanning 

or send it to secretary@sewickleyumc.org. 

ANNUAL SHOE DRIVE 

EUMA (Erie United Methodist Alliance) and All God's Children Ministries/Ramps of Hope 
is holding its Annual Shoe Drive to raise funds for missions. Sewickley UMC will collect new and 
gently used CLEAN shoes (pairs only) from now until June 2nd.  Ask your friends, family, and 
neighbors to help collect shoes. The shoes will then be delivered to Annual Conference at Grove 
City College on June 5th.  It's a win, win, win situation! EUMA raises much needed funds for 
outreach ministries, shoes are kept out of landfills, and we support micro-enterprise in developing 
countries.  Last year, supporters helped to raise over $11,000 for missions!  For ease of collection, kits are available at the 
information table at the back of the sanctuary.  Either tie laces of shoe pairs or use the included rubber bands to match pairs.  
Place up to 25 pairs in the provided bag.  Return bag with paired shoes to church.  Collection boxes will be available in Simpson 

Room and in the church basement.  The more unwanted shoes cleared from closets, the more mission support is generated! 

https://www.wpaumc.org/eventdetail/12778882
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THE DEEPLY ROOTED, UPWARD REACHING CAMPAIGN 
FOR WPAUMC CAMPING AND RETREAT MINISTRIES 

Camping and Retreat Ministries serves over 20,000 people each year through camps, programs, retreats and other 
ministry opportunities. These ministries are broken out between six unique locations – At The Lake Ministries, Camp 
Allegheny, Healthy Village Learning Institute, Jumonville, Olmsted Manor Retreat Center, and Wesley Woods – that 
serve faith development. To increase participation, a capital campaign has been started to raise no less than $2.5 
million and challenge a goal of $5 million. 

In May, SUMC Outreach Committee will highlight some of the ministries served.  Congregants will then be encouraged 
to either make a gift or a pledge to this initiative.  You may learn more at wpaumc.org/DRURCampaign.  

A big “thank you” to everyone involved in the Choir 
Cantata. I'm so happy the Chancel Choir, our 
readers, and Leap of Faith were able to join 
together to share this amazing music with SUMC on the Sunday 
after Easter. If you, or anyone you know, is interested in joining any 
of our choirs, please see Matt McTeague or contact him at 740-359
-6484. 

Thank you to the Chancel Choir, Leap of Faith, Matthew 
McTeague, and the Narrators for lending and blending your talents 
to give us the wonderful services on April 28.  You filled the church, 
our hearts, and beyond, with music and song as we listened to you 
perform the Cantata “Lead Me to Cross.” This was so fittingly 
performed in front of the wooden cross which had been lovingly 
wrapped in Easter lilies....their flower, a symbol for hope and new 
life that the Resurrection brings. You brought a remembrance of 
the joy of Easter to our worship....in praise....in your gift of glorious 
music and song. I echo the voices of all with our heartfelt thanks. 
Blessings, 
Dorothy Jadlowiec 

Thanks to my church family for prayers and good wishes following 
my foot surgery. A special thanks to Alisa Lenhardt for delivering 
and preparing my soup as well as refilling my ice bags.  Thanks to 
Sandy Kuriger for bringing the beautiful flowers from the 
congregation. They were much enjoyed. God is good.    

Carole Ford 

Thank you for shaping our shared Lenten and Easter 
journey this year into a giving season.  Through your 
generosity, our “Easter Undies” campaign collected 

more than 380 pairs of new underwear for youth and children.  

We will contribute 239 pairs for older girls to the Nyadire 
Connection, a Methodist mission initiative that serves in Zimbabwe. 
The Fellowship of the Cross youth have been involved in packing 
hygiene kits for older girls/young women through Nyadire for 
several years. The project encountered a shortage of underwear 
this past year, and that need inspired our campaign. Without the 
hygiene kits, girls and young women might be forced to miss, or 
drop out of, school. 

We will contribute the remaining 142 pairs of underwear for boys 
and young girls to Missions and More, a service initiative 
connected to the Olive Branch store and Salem United Methodist 
Church in Wexford. Missions and More is a Christian initiative 
serving people in Africa and Haiti. 

Your contributions, cooperation and encouragement continually 
help us to see and share God’s Light at home and around the 
world. 

Love, 
The Fellowship of the Cross 

Dear Hostess Committee Ladies, 

On behalf of the Sewickley Music Club, thank you so much for 
preparing and serving the beautiful tea following the performance 
of the Diamante Trio at the church on Tuesday, April 9.  As usual, 
everything was delicious and perfect. 

We always look forward to our programs at the Sewickley United 
Methodist Church. 

Best wishes, 
Jeanette Kent, Secretary, The Sewickley Music Club 

On Sunday, May 26, we will observe 

Memorial Day, a time in which we 

remember fallen heroes who faithfully 

served our country in its 243 year 

history. We will also recognize our 

veterans and veterans of the 

Sewickley Valley.  As we honor our 

veterans, lunch will be served in the 

Simpson Room following the Traditional Service.  

Sandwiches and hot entrées will be provided along  

with a cake and beverages.  

Please add a side dish to our buffet table. 

Bible Study meets in the 
church library and is led 
by Pastor Russel.  For 

the convenience of those 
participating, there are 
two meeting times on Tuesday:  9:30 am and 7 pm.  

Join us anytime! 

https://www.wpaumc.org/DRURCampaign
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If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list, please let the office know.  We don’t want to leave anyone out of special wishes.  

WPAUMC ANNUAL CONFERENCE (AC) RELIEF KITS 

Traditionally, SUMC has selected a United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) relief kit to assemble and deliver 
to AC at Grove City College each June.  UMCOR keeps an inventory of relief kits ready for its ongoing ministries and 
for emergency responses.  SUMC will assemble 50 hygiene kits.  In order to assemble them, the following NEW items 
are needed: 

 

 

 

(Outreach was able to purchase quality hand towels and nail clippers in bulk, so those are not needed) 

You may either purchase the needed items or, if you prefer, let the Outreach Committee shop for you by donating the funds – just mark 
“Hygiene Kits” on your donation; you also donate via EasyTithe.  Items and donations are needed by May 26th. 

 Washcloths 

 Adhesive bandages 
(¾” to 1” size); 

 Adult Toothbrushes 

 Sturdy combs longer than 6” 

 Bath soap bars (at least 3 oz. - 
No Ivory or Jergens) 

Welcome to our newest members 

Our 2019 Confirmation Class of Winston Clifford, 
Benjamin Heinzl, David McCombs, Sean McCombs, 
Victoria Reardon, and Madeline Sollinger, along with 

Rose Barlow joined Sewickley UMC on April 7. 

Confirmands Winston, David, Sean and Victoria visit Bishop 
Cynthia Moore-Koikoi at the Conference Center along with 
chaperones Pastor Russel, Lou Ann Scott and Jenine Furry. 

Doing some Spring cleaning?  
Your DONATIONS are very 
much welcomed and 
appreciated for the May Sale 
for Missions (formerly called 
the Rummage Sale).  We raise 
funds for mission projects by 
selling gently used, new-to-you 
household items, dishes, 
kitchen items, small 

appliances, clothing, small pieces of furniture, books, toys, 
puzzles and games.  We appreciate your donations of 
these kinds of items, which may be placed in the “Potato 
Room,” and your patronage as well.  Donated clothing 
should be clean and fresh.  We do not sell exercise 
equipment, electronics, TVs, computers and computer 
equipment, or large pieces of furniture, so please don’t 

donate such items. 

The sale is: Friday, May 10, 5 – 8 pm  
 Saturday, May 11, 8 am – 1 pm 
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One month after our SUMC 9 am 
contemporary worship service celebrated its 
10th anniversary, the SUMC administrative 
council, at its March meeting, with little 
discussion, unanimously approved a new 
permanent part-time staff position: 

Contemporary Worship Coordinator. 

Kelly Herman, a member of the Leap of Faith 
praise band since its inception in 2009, was 
then hired by the Staff and Pastoral Relations 
Committee (SPRC) in April. She has been 
involved in contemporary worship planning as 

a volunteer for more than four years. 

In a written proposal submitted to Council, 
SPRC said, “As this service has become a 
vibrant and significant part of our church, it is 
important to put a structure in place that will 
ensure its continuity and ability to achieve the 
church’s goals over the long term … SUMC 
places a high value on the quality of our 
worship services. This position will be building 

on a recognized strength of our church.” 

Herman is encouraged by the actions of both 

administrative council and SPRC.  

“It shows they believe in the contemporary 
service and they believe we’re doing great 
things. Their support is so important. It makes 
me feel like we can continue to grow the 

service and make it even stronger.” 

A window into the future was opened in April 
when the SUMC Easter services were 
streamed live through the church Facebook 

page. 

“I was so nervous,” Herman said of the live-
streaming debut. “But this will be a great tool 
for the church. When people see our services 
and the love we have for Jesus, they will want 

to join us and be part of it.” 

Herman’s position includes coordinating audio 
and visual technologies, planning worship 
services and song selections, programming 
presentation software and recruiting 

volunteers. 

“We’re looking ahead to new music, new 
people in the band, new instruments in the 
band, and more volunteers. We want to keep 

growing.”      

Herman, a 
lifetime 
member of 
the church 
family, sang in 
the children’s choir and the Wesley Chorale, 
and directed the Wesley Chorale. She has 
also served as Vacation Bible School director, 
and as music coordinator for our VBS. She 
was a reluctant recruit to Leap of Faith in the 

beginning. 

“I wasn’t going to volunteer,” she said. “I only 
agreed to sing once a month, and I was so 
nervous in the beginning. I would really shake 
when I had to sing. But then I began to see 
that I was here with family and friends, and 
they love me and they love Jesus, and there 

is really nothing to be afraid of.” 

Sharing her faith through contemporary 

Christian music has become a passion. 

“There is so much love and spirit in the lyrics, 
and the music is beautiful, and the 
instrumentation is beautiful, and it becomes 
impossible for me not to see Jesus and feel 

close to him through the music.”  

The formal launch to our SUMC 2019 
Operation Christmas Child (OCC) shoe 
box campaign requires casual attire — 
T-shirts. 

We want the shirts from the 10Ks you 
ran, the VBS’s and day camps you 
served, the beaches you visited, the 
concerts you attended, and from the rarely 
visited depths of your drawers and closets. 

The Fellowship of the Cross youth have 
plans to scissor your unwanted T-shirts into 
strips of cloth that we can convert into jump 
ropes, head bands and drawstring tote bags 
to include as gifts in our shoe boxes this 
year.  Slogans, logos and designs on the T-
shirts are not a problem. 

Throughout May, you can leave your 
contributions in the FOTC collection box in 
the narthex, or hand them to any member of 
the FOTC team. 

This will be the ninth SUMC OCC 
campaign, each coordinated by FOTC. We 
filled 800 boxes through our first eight 
years, at least one hundred boxes in seven 
consecutive years. We hope to fill another 
100 this year. 

FOTC will be accepting donations of 
health and personal grooming 
products, school supplies, small toys 
and stuffed animals, jewelry, socks and 
sunglasses, and empty shoeboxes through 
our packing party in late September. We 
cannot accept toothpaste, any liquids 
(including shampoo), candy or war-themed 
gifts. 

In 2018, our boxes were among 10,642 
from Allegheny County that passed through 
the Baltimore processing center and were 
then sent to the Bahamas, Columbia, 
Dominican Republic, Honduras, Murawi, 
Ukraine, and two hard-to-reach areas 
whose names were not disclosed. 

In past years, boxes from SUMC were sent 
to Burundi, the Bahamas, Columbia, 
Honduras, Ukraine and nations that were 
not disclosed. 

Worldwide, there were 10.6 million 
shoeboxes sent to 112 countries and 24 
hard-to-reach places.  There were 3.96 
million children who started "The 
Greatest Journey" Bible study and 2.77 
million of them graduated from the 

program, during which over 2 million of 
them made decisions to follow Jesus.  

The boxes not only benefit the children, but 
communities as well.  Each country that 
receives shoeboxes has to have a 
leadership team to distribute the boxes and 
to train teachers for "The Greatest Journey."  
In 2018, 200,000 teachers were trained - 
people who remain in the country.  When 
each child graduates from the program, they 
received a New Testament in their native 
language - over 80 languages at present. 

In 25 years of shoebox distribution, OCC 
has delivered more than 167 million boxes. 
The organization estimates that there are 
385,000,000 kids they would like to reach.  

The Fellowship of the Cross appreciates 
your continued support of our OCC 
initiatives. 

Growth revealed itself relentlessly, gloriously, across the weeks, months & years 
of the past decade, and was acknowledged in a heartbeat. 
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A few years ago, a family member of Rev. Tracey, who served SUMC 1945—1954 gave a framed portrait of Rev. Tracey to the church.  The following was 
attached to the back of the portrait.  It provides us with a some interesting history of the church, including the digging of the basement. 

THE WAR YEARS AND DIGGING OF THE BASEMENT 

written 1958 by Mrs. Homer Beckwith, former Sunday School Superintendent 

Rev. Tracey came during the war years of 
WWII.  Many of our young men and women 
were in the Armed forces. Other people 
were spending extra time at work.  He was a 
good leader and preacher.  It was through 
his leadership that the Methodist Men were 
formed. The first President being Mr. 
Emerson Wolf.  At the beginning, this was to 
be a social gathering and was known as 
“Wesley Brotherhood.”  Later, it became a 
working group. 

As the war ended and things got back to 
normal, a preaching exchange was held.  We 
had a Rev. Bell from W. Va. come and 
speak. On the following Sunday, Rev. 
Tracey received about 40 people into the 
church. This was a whole out church effort. 

The men's association was being prodded to 
move and get to work.  Out of this came the 
Annual Men's Turkey Dinner. We labored 
and fussed over this first one in 1948. Our 
spirits were high, but it took a good group of 
women who were determined the men must 
not fail. Then when we got advice and help, 
we put them out of site in the kitchen way 
back. 

Through this time with a word here, a word 

there, the feeling got around that we needed 
to clean up the place.  This was a great 
beginning.  The Sunday School was crying 
out for room.  This was not new, it had been 
talked about for years but that was where it 
stopped. However, we were moving to fix up 
the sanctuary.  It was painted, looked good, 
but it surely didn't fix the floor. The carpet 
was bad, so with some more work and some 
of us wondering can we make it, a new 
carpet was installed. At this time, new pulpit 
furniture was bought with a memorial. The 
church was changed to a center aisle.  While 
these changes went on, the church did its 
work and people came and some went. We 
hope we helped them.  They helped us in a 
Christian way. 

The time came for Brother Tracey as with all 
Methodist preachers to move on.  We hated 
to part.  However, we gained another friend. 
Rev. Elliot's first sermon was “Let's Keep 
Going.”  You have a beautiful sanctuary.  It 
was not long before we were making plans in 
1955 for expanding the Sunday School 
space. Rev. Elliot, although a man in his 
sixties, made us to realize that age and 
youth can get along as he led the charge to 

dig out the dirt under the church to provide 
Sunday School classrooms. He was an 
inspiration to many. Not only to worship God 
but to get the men of the church to help with 
the digging. 

In other words, he would do his pastoral work 
and during evenings, he would with other 
men, pull and tear out the dirt in the 
basement, making way for the new rooms 
drawn up by an architect.  This was quite a 
task that took three years. It was a time 
when the church had new life and still with 
all this, women and men went about their 
usual church work having study sessions, 
training students, and endeavoring to be 
Christian.  The time of Rev. Elliot's ministry 
will be remembered not only by the years of 
building the new rooms but by many of the 
lives he touched and brought closer to Christ. 

Rev. Elliot was at his best among a group of 
men working.  Now as you walk through the 
classrooms, it is hard to realize how 
different it was when you see children in 
beautiful rooms that were heaps of earth. 

Many years from now, we hope people will 
come here and learn of the Love of God, and 
through them the world will be better. 

“Let’s Start Digging”  by Carole J Moore Ford 

As a little girl and a fourth generation at SUMC, 
I have a lot of memories of the church and 
Sunday school. My earliest memory was going 
to Sunday school at 4 & 5 years old in the 
Kindergarten room, which is now the parlor.  As 
we advanced, we had long rooms behind the 
Simpson Room for grade school classes. This 
is where the offices and library are currently. 
Some classes—like Jr. High—were held at a 
table in the Simpson Room.  We also held 
Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) meetings 
and socials called “rallies” in the Simpson 
Room. Rallies were when MYFs from area 
Methodist Churches got together for dinner, 
fellowship and games.  Often there was more 
than one activity at a time, which led to 

distractions!  

The floor of the Simpson Room was covered in 
a charcoal colored linoleum with an area with 
shuffle board games painted on them. We 
played that as well as a piano in the far corner. 

The room was somewhat dark-like. 

The Simpson Room got a lot of activity. There 
were not only Sunday school classes, but 

Ladies’ Circle meetings, UMW meetings, the 
annual Men’s Turkey Dinner, Wednesday 
evening Lenten Dinners, Girl Scouts , wedding 
receptions, plays, and the list goes on. We 

needed more room!  

There were two rooms in the dark, dingy 
basement outside of the furnace room — the 
6th Sunday school room and a larger room for 
youth church with pews and a lectern, hymn 
books, etc., preparing us for services in the 
main sanctuary. That was the basement I 

remember. 

Reverend Tracey was our pastor and I think he 
began the idea of digging a basement under 
the entire church. He soon was moved to 
another church and we were then presented 
with a new pastor, Reverend Elliott.  An elderly, 
very formal, and sometimes a shouting 
Methodist, Reverend Elliott and the 
congregation took on the project of digging out 
a basement.  When I was about 11 years old, a 
large jar to collect buffalo/Indian head nickels 
was put in the back of the sanctuary to help 
fund the basement building project.  Other fund 

raising also took place. 

Since there was no basement, the outside lawn 
had a different scape. From the public sidewalk 
was an embankment about 4 feet followed by a 
flat yard to the base of the church. The flat yard 
would sometimes be a play area.  Mostly, I 
remember the strawberry festivals that were 

held there. 

The digging began, the yard was flattened from 
behind the sanctuary area on the sides all 
around the church. The entrance, walkway and 
stairs to the Simpson hallway changed a lot. 
Men of the church dug and dug; and hauled 
wheelbarrows full of dirt.  As a young girl I 
wasn’t super excited about it.  After it was 
completed we had lots of room for Sunday 
school rooms and areas for other activities. I do 
remember our Girl Scout Troop met in the new 
basement rooms. I was in Junior High School 
at completion of the digging. We had a lot more 
room and a clean modern basement. Upstairs, 
a parlor was made where the offices and library 

currently are.  

A vision, support and hard work on the digging 

of the basement was a big success. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL, WITH CLASSES FOR ALL AGES, IS HELD ON SUNDAYS AT 10 AM. 

Everyone, preschool through adult, is encouraged to join in study, discussion, fellowship, and have the 
opportunity to gain increased understanding of scripture and to grow closer to Jesus and each other.  Children 
and Youth classes meet in the Sunday School rooms in the basement.  Below is a list of the classes, along 
with the leaders. Classes end for the season on May 19 & will resume in September. 

Come, join in!  Christian Education Co-Directors Barry and Andrea Lewis 

Preschool 
(in the nursery) 
Susie Moffett 

Kindergarten & 
1st and 2nd Grades 

Bill Utterback & Beth Zeanchock 

3rd, 4th and 5th Grades 
Roberta Davis & Wilma Hamilton 

Middle School 
Rev. Barry Lewis & 
Rev. Jim Hamilton 

High School 
Jack Moffett & Mitch Hortert 

“Explorers” 
Roger Thomas and Mark Benjamin 

Meets in the library and 
focuses on Biblical study 

“Searching for Jesus” 
Willie Nicholson, Sandy Kuriger, Donna Sawhill 

Focuses on contemporary Christian issues 
and meets in the parlor 

John A. 
Dick B. 
Sally Barton 
Betty Beaman 
Margaret Cable 
Jack Certain 
Family of Linda Dawson 
Susan Dobbins 
Pat Dougherty 
Lou Egenlauf 
Beth Ellisher 
Pat Fulton 
Atleah Grubb 

Jennifer H. 
Mary Huber 

(Roberta Davis’ sister) 
Linda Idecker 
Wayne Johnson 
Jan Jones 
Jessa Kaufold and 

family 
Dr. John Keriotis 
Joe L. 
Dixie Lemasters 

(Debbie Chesney’s 
mom) 

Michelle Malito 
Family of Barbara 

McCarthy (Krista 
Ream’s mom) 

Sara McCullough 
Lindsay Merryman 
Tony Morgan 

John and Sandy Nelson 
Jim O. 
Dominic and Josh 

Odom 
Steve Powell 
Margaret Pedee 
Jim Rogansky 
Dave S. 
Ed S. 
Mary Sava 
Bill Seifried 
Linda Shortz 
Linda Sollinger 

Frank Sopko 
Pam Squires 
Will Stewart 
Tamara 
Don Walker 
Jack Wilfong 
Laura Youngblood 
Rich Z. 
Dennis Zeveny 
Jacob Zickefoose 

Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed. Jeremiah died in Egypt.  His secretary, Baruch, lived a long and 
good life. 4,600 Judeans went to the Euphrates River.  All the other Judeans swore to the Egyptian God 
Ishtar and were dispersed. 

The refugees along the Euphrates wrote five poems which are now canonized as "Lamentations."  The first 
and third were written by the generation who had seen the Temple and its destruction.  They wept over what they saw and hoped for 
redemption.  These were written while Ezekiel was ministering to them.  The second and fourth poems were written about two 
generations later.  The authors had been born in Babylon, and didn't have a first hand memory of the Temple or its destruction.  They 
were living while Second Isaiah was applying his grandfather's ideas to the new situation.   

Each poem is 22 verses, and ends in a four verse prayer.  This is the situation, and this is what we pray for.  In law this is called dictum 
and holding.  In scripture it's called chok and torah.   

Come join us in the library between services.  Watch how the hand of the Holy Spirit gives each person as much as they can handle at 
the moment.  We're preparing for the coming of the Messiah! 

Our church spreads the love of Jesus Christ by connecting with the community at 7 distinct events in May. I hope you 
can take part in some of them.    

 Friday & Saturday, May 10 &11 — Sale for Missions with lots of household and personal items available 

 Saturday, May 11 — Angel Blessings Sale of beautiful painted furniture and accessories  

 Sunday, May 19 — Youth will plant flowers at Union Aid and around church 

 Saturday, May 25 — Bell Ringers perform at Coast Guard service 

 Sunday, May 26 — Memorial Day luncheon celebrating veterans  

 Monday, May 27 — Look for our Bell Ringers in the Memorial Day Parade 

 Thursday, May 30 — Center for Hope dinner  

“If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides.”  1 Peter 4:11  

Your friend in Christ, Donna Sawhill  
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In memory of Howard, 

Viola and Shirley McCoy 

by Dolores McCoy 

In memory of her brother,  

G. Vernon Moore, 

by Carole M. Ford 

In memory of Loved Ones 

by Cheryl Barwell 

In loving memory of Bob Yant, 

by his wife, Dana Yant 

In memory of loved ones 

by Russel and Nancy Shuluga 

In memory of their parents, Elmer and Clare 

Swaney, and Edward and Kathryn Kramer, 

by Kristine and Mike Swaney 

In memory of their parents 

by Ed and Donna Sawhill 

In memory of Pam Smith and Pat Leiphart 

by Pat and Steve Grossarth 

In loving memory of Al 

by Dorothy Jadlowiec 

In memory her husband, Ed Heinzl, 

by Ginny Heinzl and son, Ben 

In loving memory of Jessica and Michael 

by Grandma and Pop / Mom and Dad 

In loving memory of Patricia A. Leiphart, 

by her husband, Warren Kinneer 

In memory of their Parents 

by Sandra and Bill Kuriger 

In memory of her dad, Bob Yant, 

by Lou Ann Scott 

In memory of her mother, Sandy Jordan, 

by Ginny Heinzl and grandson, Ben 

In memory of Chuck Egenlauf, 

by his wife, Carol Egenlauf 

In memory of Parents/Grandparents, 

Joe and Esther Boward, 

by The Boward Family 

In memory of Loved Ones 

by Shawn and Lou Ann Scott 

In memory of her husband, 

David A. Ford, 

by Carole M. Ford 

In memory of Parents/Grandparents, 

Don and Ruth Idecker, 

by The Boward Family 

In honor of Nancy and Pastor Russel 

by Pat and Steve Grossarth 

In honor of her grandchildren 

by Carole M. Ford 

In honor of their children 

by Joe and Martha Boward 

In honor of Pam and Laura Honeychurch 

by Pat and Steve Grossarth 

In honor of Marinna, Colton and Connor 

by Grandma and Pap Pap Young 

In honor of their children 

by Ed and Donna Sawhill 

In honor of her dad, Bob Jordan, 

by Ginny Heinzl and grandson, Ben 

In honor of their children 

and grandchildren 

by Russel and Nancy Shuluga 

In honor of her children, 

Erik and Laura, 

by Pam Honeychurch 

In honor of her children  

and grandchildren 

by Lou Ann Scott 

In honor of Pastor Russell 

and his lovely wife Nancy 

by Nancy and Larry Young 

In honor of their Children,  

Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren 

by Bill and Sandra Kuriger 

To the Glory of God 

by Pam Honeychurch 

To the Glory of God 

by Dorritt Field 

Easter Flower Dedications 

Orders are due by Sunday, May 26 & 
will be ready for pickup June 6 thru 9.  

Include payment with your order or pay 
when you pickup your soup or 

hummus.  If using easyTithe, please 
include the 3% transaction fee. 

SOUP & HUMMUS SALE FOR THE BUILDING OF FAITH 
All proceeds go toward the principal on the building loan.  Give your order to the office or put it in the offering plate. 

Name:   _________________________________________________    Phone Number:  _______________________________________  

  Cash Amount:  ______  or   Check (made to SUMC) # ________or   EasyTithe Total Amount Enclosed:  ___________ 

Choices 
Indicate quantity below 

$9 Quart $6 Pint 

Cream of Potato   

Pasta e Fagioli   

Black Bean (vegetarian/vegan)   

Sandra’s Hummus (vegetarian/vegan) $5 for ½ pint 

https://www.freeiconspng.com/uploads/soup-png-transparent-pic-31.png
https://www.freeiconspng.com/uploads/soup-png-image-6.png
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May 2019 

Please write to our 

shut-ins and keep them in 

your prayers.  The church 

office can provide you with 

contact information. 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Virginia Harriger 

Jerry Hagadorn 

B.J. (Elizabeth) Manzinger 

Pat Rudy 

Doug Rummens 

Patricia Smith 

Bonnie Stoicovy 

Shirley Sye 

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 
Sunday, June 2, Walker Park, shelter # 3 

setup begins at 12:30 / we will break bread at 1:30 pm 

Mark your calendar for our annual picnic with our friends from 
the St. Matthews AME Zion church.  Hotdogs, hamburgers, 
chicken wings, drinks and paper products will be provided.  

Please bring your favorite side dish to share.  In addition to 
the fellowship, friendship and food 

there will be games for the kids and 
adults.  Be sure to pack water shoes, 

towels and maybe a change of 
clothes for some exploring in the 

nearby creek!!  Please come join 

CAMPERSHIPS READY FOR YOUTH 

Fantastic camp experiences are available for children, youth and families at the three wonderful 
United Methodist Camps in Western PA:  Camp Allegheny, Wesley Woods and Jumonville.  
Brochures for each are available in the back of the sanctuary.  Thanks to the generosity of those who 
came to the Lenten dinners, camperships are available for our children and youth who plan to attend 

a United Methodist camp this summer. Please contact the church office to arrange for your child’s campership.   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

2 
11 AM - 1 PM Salad 

Luncheon 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

3 
7 PM AA 

4 
6 PM Film Club 

5 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Youth Choir 

6 

 

7 

 
9:30 AM Bible 

Study 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

8 

 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

9 

 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

10 

 
5 PM - 8 PM Sale 

for Missions 
7 PM AA 

11 
8 AM - 1 PM Sale 

for Missions 

12 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Youth Choir 

13 
6:30 PM Finance 

Committee 
6:30 PM Trustees 
8 PM Council 

Meeting 

14 
9:30 AM Bible 

Study 

12 PM SUM Angels 

Lunch 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

15 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

16 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

17 
7 PM AA 

18 

19 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 

10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Youth Choir 

7 PM QVHS Band Banquet 

20 
7 PM Marketing 

Committee 

21 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

22 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

23 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

24 
7 PM AA 

25 

26 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Veteran's Fellowship 

Luncheon 

27 28 
8 PM AA 

29 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

30 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Choir 

31 
7 PM AA 

 

Sale for Missions Setup 


