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Do you have a nickname? When I was growing up I had two 
nicknames. The first was Rara. I am not sure where it came 
from. Maybe my older brother couldn’t say Russel and as he 
tried to pronounce my name it came out “Rara.” I utilized that 
nickname with all the little children Nancy babysat over the 
years. Many of those children are now adults and still call me 

“Rara.” 

The second was “Little Crinkle.”  My Uncle Russell had the 
nickname “Crinkle” and I soon became known as “Little 
Crinkle.” Not long ago I asked my Uncle Russell where he got 
that nickname and he said he had no idea.  My father, whose 

given name was Thomas Anthony, was called “Porky.” 

As I thought about it, many in my extended family go by 
nicknames. I grew up knowing them by those nicknames, and 
it wasn’t until I was much older that I learned their given 
names. Even today I find myself needing to stop and think, 
“Now what is their given name?” Many of the residents of the 
little town where I was born and grew up, Hillsville, PA, are 
known by their nicknames. Let see…there is Lefty and 
Bomber, there is Cactus, Flossy, Hotdog, Curly, Blackcat and 

Cagey, to name just a few. 

Sometimes we are deeply wounded by a nickname that 
someone has thrust upon us as a label to make fun of us…to 

tear us down. 

Names are so very important. Maya Lin, designer of the 
Vietnam War Memorial was explaining to a TV interviewer 
why her remarkable work has come to such a strong grip 
upon the emotions of the American people. “It’s the names,” 
she said, “the names are the memorial. No edifice or 
structure can bring people to mind as powerfully as their 

names.” 

There is a popular children’s book by Yangsook Choi called 
“The Name Jar.”  In the story, a young girl has just moved to 
the United States with her family from Korea. On the first day 
of school, the little girl is nervous about being accepted by 
the American kids, and she gets teased a little on the bus on 
the way to school. She is embarrassed by her Korean name, 
and instead of introducing herself on the first day, she tells 
the class that she will choose an American name by the 

following week. 

Her new classmates are fascinated by this no-name girl and 
decide to help out by filling a glass jar with names for her to 
pick from. So the kids put names in the jar, and the little girl 

practices being a Suzy, a Laura, or an Amanda. 

In the meantime, one of her classmates comes to her 
neighborhood and discovers her real name…and its special 
meaning. On the day of her name choosing the name jar 
mysteriously disappears. Encouraged by her new friends, the 
Korean girl chooses her own Korean name and helps 

everyone pronounce it. 

Her real name is Unhei (pronounced “yoon-hay)- and it turns 

out that, in Korean, Unhei means “grace.” 

For Christians, that is a very special name – “Grace” – for to 
us it signifies God’s unmerited love for all of us sinners.  We 
can be so thankful that our God is not some abstract God out 
there in some faraway place, but a God who intimately knows 

us and loves us. 

“But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, 

O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, 

for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 

name, you are mine.” (Isaiah 43:1) 

“I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my 

own know me, just as the Father knows me and I 

know the Father; and I lay down my life for the 

sheep.” (John 10: 14-15) 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and 

before you were born I consecrated you; I 

appointed you a prophet to the 

nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5) 

“To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his 

voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and 

leads them out.” (John 10:3) 

Continued next page 



One of my favorite hymns, “You Are Mine” is found in The Faith We Sing, . It is like a love letter from God. 
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From The Pastor’s Heart, continued 

PEACE WITH JUSTICE OFFERING – SUNDAY, MAY 27TH 

In Arizona border towns, communities facing social challenges are dramatically divided. In 
Liberian villages, citizens’ human rights are being violated. In local U.S. communities, women and 
girls are being bought and sold against their will.  Moved by Christ’s love to pursue reconciliation 
and peace, honoring the dignity of every individual made in God’s image, The United Methodist 

Church is unwilling to turn a blind eye to injustice. 

Although you, and possibly even our congregation, may lack the resources alone to affect change 
in a broken world, your giving is vital for the UMC to continue its global ministries of reconciliation. 
Because of the Peace with Justice Sunday offering, the people of The United Methodist Church 

are able to make a difference together by sowing seeds—and yielding fruit!—of peace. 

When you give on Peace with Justice Sunday, your gift makes possible our critical kingdom work 

in the world. Because you give: 

 Methodists are spearheading a peace ministry uniting Arizona border communities 

 United Methodists in Liberia are being equipped to implement the denomination’s Social 

Principles to address social-justice issues 

 Pennsylvania students are educating their community about sex-trafficking at home and abroad 

These initiatives, and hundreds of other ones, are possible because you give. Your giving makes possible the proclamation of 
Christ’s Peace. Will you continue to support Peace with Justice Sunday? Will you empower local Christians—in Pennsylvania 
and Arizona and Liberia—to build the kingdom of peace that Jesus ushered in?  Special envelopes will be in the bulletins on May 

27th or mark your gift accordingly; you may also select Peace with Justice on EasyTithe. 

[Verse 1] 
I will come to you in the silence 
I will lift you from all your fear 
You will hear My voice 
I claim you as My choice 
Be still, and know I am near 
  
[Chorus] 
Do not be afraid, I am with you 
I have called you each by name 
Come and follow Me 
I will bring you home 
I love you and you are mine 

[Verse 2] 
I am hope for all who are 

hopeless 
I am eyes for all who long to see 
In the shadows of the night 
I will be your light 
Come and rest in Me 
  
[Chorus] 
Do not be afraid, I am with you 
I have called you each by name 
Come and follow Me 
I will bring you home 
I love you and you are mine 

[Verse 3] 
I am strength for all the despairing 
Healing for the ones who dwell in 

shame 
All the blind will see, the lame will 

all run free 
And all will know My name 
  
[Chorus] 
Do not be afraid, I am with you 
I have called you each by name 
Come and follow Me 
I will bring you home 
I love you and you are mine 

[Verse 4] 
I am the Word that leads all to 

freedom 
I am the peace the world cannot 

give 
I will call your name, embracing all 

your pain 
Stand up, now, walk, and live 
  
[Chorus] 
Do not be afraid, I am with you 
I have called you each by name 
Come and follow Me 
I will bring you home 
I love you and you are mine 

He knows you by name and that makes all the difference in the world! 

Blessings, 

 
 
Pastor Russel 

“You Are Mine” 

by David Haas 



MAY 2018 MINUTES 

(3) 

Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities  - May 2018 

May 6, 2018 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Second Sunday of Easter 

Liturgist:  Amy Napierkowski 

A/V: Sandra Lane (9 am) / Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Acts 10:44-48 

Psalm 98 (UMH 818) 
1 John 5:1-6 

John 15:9-17 

May 13, 2018 
Ascension Sunday 

Mother’s Day Service 
Let by Youth and Children 

Sheltered with Love 

A/V: Sandra Lane (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Acts 1:1-11 

Psalm 47 (UMH 781) 
Ephesians 1:15-23 

Luke 24:44-53 

May 20, 2018 
Day of Pentecost 

Liturgist:  Jessica Moore 

A/V: Sandra Lane (9 am) / Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Acts 2:1-21 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (UMH 826) 
Romans 8:22-27 

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

May 27, 2018 
Trinity Sunday 

Liturgist:  Mitchell Hortert 

A/V: Volunteer Needed (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Isaiah 6:1-8 

Psalm 29 (UMH 761) 
Romans 8:12-17 

John 3:1-17 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

Bible Study meets in the church library and 
is led by Pastor Russel.  For the 

convenience of those participating, there are 
two meeting times:  9:30 am and 7 pm.  

May 23 will be the last meeting until we 
resume in September.  Join us anytime! 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 
A SMALL GROUP STUDY ABOUT THE BIBLE 

AND THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY 

This 5-week study, led by Mitchell Hortert, being 
held at the home of Jack and Susie Moffett on 

Sunday evenings from 7 to 8:30 pm, ends on 
May 13th. Please see the website, or speak to 

Mitchell, Jack, or Susie, for further details. 

MOTHER'S DAY WITH YOUTH, CHILDREN 
The Mother's Day services this year will be provided by the youth and 

children in our church family. For both services on May 13, the 
Fellowship of the Cross will lead worship, and the Sunday School 

classes and children's choir will contribute. The theme of our Mother's 
Day service will be "When We Pray," based on the contemporary 
Christian song by Tauren Wells. The service will include a video - 

featuring many familiar young faces - to accompany Wells' music. 

When 

We 

Pray 



MAY 2018 MINUTES 

(4) 

NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

MONTHLY SALAD LUNCHEON — Our 
May Luncheon is Thursday, May 3 from 
11 am to 1 pm. Proceeds support the 
General Fund.  Please consider donating 
your homemade salads for the salad 
luncheon as we have been low on 
donations. Salads should be brought to the Simpson Room by 
10 am on the day of the luncheon. They may also be brought 
on Wednesday evening during the Leap of Faith practice.  Want 
to volunteer to help? Volunteers are always welcome!  Belinda 
Resler, our luncheon coordinator, has suggested salads if 
you are looking for guidance.  If you would like to donate an 
item, or would like to volunteer to work at our luncheons, please 
contact Belinda. 

WORLD VISION IN-KIND 
WAREHOUSE WORK DAY – 
Mark your calendars for 
Saturday, May 5th!  Adults and 
youth age 14 and older are invited to the work day.  SUMC will 
help process donated items from 9 am to noon.  A sign-up 
sheet is in the back of the sanctuary. Transportation is not 
provided; participants may form carpools, if desired – plan to be 
at the warehouse by 8:45 am, in order to be ready to work at 
9 am.  Youth do not have to be accompanied by an adult, but 
must have appropriate paperwork completed, arrive at the 
World Vision in-kind warehouse by 8:45 am, and have 
transportation arranged for noon.  The warehouse is located at 
210 Overlook Drive: Sewickley, PA.  Please address any 

questions to Martha Boward. 

FILM CLUB — The winter weather 
cancelled our earlier scheduled viewing of 
Mister Roberts, Pittsburgh native William 
Powell’s final film.  We will watch this 
Academy Award film with its all-star cast, 

including Henry Fonda, James Cagney and Jack Lemmon on 
Saturday, May 12 at 6 pm.  We meet in the parlor, and enjoy 
fellowship and discussion.  This is the final gathering of the Film 

Club until September.  Everyone is welcome!  

4TH SUNDAY FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 
– Look for the cart in the sanctuary on May 
27th and help local families with food 
insecurities overcome that challenge.  
Sewickley Community Food Bank opens its 
doors on Wednesdays from 11:30 am to 1 pm 
to distribute food to those in need in and around 
the 15143 zip code. The Wednesday evening 
distributions have been suspended at this time. 
With the school year coming to an end, 
consider foods that might provide breakfast and lunch to 

children who normally receive those meals at school.   

BOOK CLUB CELEBRATES QUINCE DE 
MAYO — The celebration evening for Book 
Club comes on QUINCE DE MAYO (keen-say 
day Mi-o) which is the 15th of May at 6 pm. 
Come join the fun with Mexican food, drinks, 
and games. The fiesta will be at Donna Sawhill’s home. RSVP 

412-916-0854. OLE!  

CALLING ALL VETERANS — We want 
to recognize you for your service and 
sacrifice on May 27.  If we don’t have 
your photo, either in uniform or civilian 
clothes, please bring your photo to the 

office for scanning or send it to secretary@sewickleyumc.org. 

BIRTHDAY LUNCH GATHERING 
Tuesday, May 21 at noon, marks the bi-
monthly lunchtime gathering of ladies to 
celebrate all the May and June birthdays 
for church friends. Page 8 of this newsletter 
shows the birthdays.  Bring your lunch.  We’ll count our year’s 

givings in our Miss Eleanor pig and decide where to donate it.  

A GOOD PLACE TO HELP: 
CENTER FOR HOPE — Please 
consider volunteering with the meal 
program we sponsor every time there 

is a 5th Thursday in a month, which will be May 31st. We cook 
a meal and serve 130-150 people at the Center for Hope, an 
outreach mission in Ambridge. Help is needed in donations of 
milk, fruit, lemonade mix, paper/plastic products, and $$. We 
can always use servers (14 & older). Contact Donna Sawhill 

412-916-0854.  

PRAYER BLANKET MINISTRY — It is our intent to bring 
comfort and offer the church's grace through the symbol of 
prayer blankets and pillows, and know that the Lord's spirit of 
love and hope will embrace all who receive them. If you want 
to give a prayer blanket or pillow to someone, please help 
yourself from the baskets in the back of the sanctuary.  When 
you take one of these items, please date and sign the Prayer 
Journal located in the basket with the name or initials of the 
recipient  (and its mission) along with a prayer if you wish.  If 
you would like to give a monetary donation to this ministry, 
please use the box next to the basket 
or mark your donation "Prayer 
Blanket Ministry" and place it in the 
offering.  THANK YOU for your giving 
spirit and your past donations of 

cash, checks, and fabrics. 

Blessings, Dorothy Jadlowiec (412-
741-3118) 

Prayer Blanket Ministry 
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Hurst Bartley 
The Black Family 
Brett 
Jack Certain 
John Chandler 
Johanne Charlery 
Dee Connelly 
Roger Connelly 
Susan Dobbins 

Jack Dolin 
Jodi Dolin 
Steven Dolin 
Lou Egenlauf 
Dan Gittens 
JAS (medical) 
June Graham 
Josie Greco 
Laura Hertrick  
Jeff and Jodi 
Katherine Johnson & family 
Wayne Johnson 
Michael Labasik 
Lemasters Family (Debbie 

Chesney) 
Marian Lippert 

Donna Macaul 
Reggie March 
Barbara McCarthy 
Sara McCullough  
Brian McKay 
De Mogyorosi 
Steven and Alice Moore 
Jack Morrow 
George Neiman 
John and Sandy Nelson 
Darryl Gunnison Odom 
Margaret Pedee 
Jim Rogansky 
Mrs. Arlene Rucker 
Doug Rummens 
Nick S. 

Mary Sardello 
Ed Sawhill 
Renee Shutak 
C.R. “Bob” Simpson 
Family of Pam Smith 
Linda Sollinger 
John Sotirakis 
Will Stewart 
Louise Swope 
Renee Tobias 
Don Walker 
Family of Eddie Wiggins 
Michael Woods 
Barry Yant 
Family of Bob Yant 
Dennis Zeveny 

CAMPERSHIPS READY FOR 
YOUTH — Fantastic camp 
experiences are available for 
children, youth and families at 
the three wonderful United 

Methodist Camps in Western PA:  Camp Allegheny, 
Wesley Woods and Jumonville.  Brochures for each 
are available in the back of the sanctuary.  Thanks to 
the generosity of those who came to the Lenten 
dinners, $100 camperships are available for our 
children and youth who plan to attend a United 
Methodist camp this summer. Please contact Pam 

Honeychurch to arrange for your child’s campership.   

NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

THE NYADIRE CONNECTION (TNC) ORPHANAGE FUNDRAISER 

TNC is pushing to raise $20,000 needed to finish the new Home of Hope. Over 
the past 19 years, the original orphanage has supported over 26 boys and girls 
from infancy through 18 years of age. The Methodist-administered facility has 
provided love, guidance, safety, and education to some of the most vulnerable 
children, and currently serves 17 children. Year by year, as both the orphanage 
and the children themselves grow older, the need for better quality facilities 

becomes more glaring.  

The original Home of Hope was constructed with young children in mind, 
offering little to no privacy for girls and boys as they grow into young adults. 
Currently, the girls and boys share a common bathroom and shower facility, and the boys’ sleeping spaces have been moved to a 
small detached office room next to the orphanage due to a lack of girls’ privacy. In addition, the outdated structure does not fit new 
Zimbabwean regulations assigned to orphanages, which is now standardized across the country. For the orphanage to continue, it 
must operate in a new facility, which has actually been completed for 2 years!  But, without the needed home for the administrator, 

the children cannot occupy the new facility. 

Won’t you consider donating to TNC’s crowdfunding to fund the administrator’s home and finalize the move to the new orphanage? 
You may give through SUMC (including via EasyTithe) by marking your giving “TNC Orphanage” or visit: 

www.youcaring.com/homeofhopeorphanage-1143870.  The Campaign runs through May 15th! 

MAY FLOWERS CELEBRATE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL YEAR — The pre-kindergarten 
through high school Sunday school classes 
will re-visit tradition by planting flowers on the 
church grounds on May 20, the final Sunday 
of our 2017-18 school year. The Fellowship of 
the Cross will again host the event.  Children 
and youth - as well as any church family members who would like to join 
us - should dress appropriately for digging in the dirt. We will gather 
near the playground at the end of the 9 am service. Contributions of 
flowers can be made during the week prior to our planting. Financial 
contributions toward purchasing flowers can be made to Pamela Mayo, 

Bill Utterback or any member of the Fellowship of the Cross team. 

http://www.youcaring.com/homeofhopeorphanage-1143870
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Orders are due by Sunday, 
May 27 and will be ready 
for pickup June 7—10. 

Include payment with your 
order or pay when you 
pickup your soup or 

hummus. 
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SOUP & HUMMUS SALE FOR THE BUILDING OF FAITH 

All proceeds from this sale will go toward the principal on the building loan. 

Give your order to the office or put in the offering plate. 

Name:   __________________________    Phone Number:  _____________________________  

Include payment with your order or pay when you pickup your soup or hummus. 

Payment:    Cash Amount:  ______  or   Check (made to SUMC) # ________ Total Amount Enclosed:  _______ 

Choices 
Indicate quantity below 

$9 Quart $6 Pint 

Mushroom Bisque    

Potato Soup    

Pasta Fagioli Soup   

Sandra’s Hummus (vegetarian/vegan) $5 for ½ pint 

WPAUMC ANNUAL CONFERENCE (AC) RELIEF KITS - Traditionally, SUMC has selected a United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR) relief kit to assembly and deliver to AC at Grove City College each June.  

UMCOR keeps an inventory of relief kits ready for its ongoing ministries and for emergency responses.  Just 

two types of kits are currently needed – hygiene kits and cleaning kits.  SUMC will assemble hygiene kits.  In 

order to assemble those, the following NEW items are needed: 

 

 

 

 

 

You may either purchase the needed items or, if you prefer, let the Outreach Committee shop for you by donating the funds – just 

mark Hygiene Kits on your donation; you also may donate via Easy Tithe.  Items and donations are needed by May 27th. 

 
UMCOR RELIEF KITS SHIPPED OUT FROM PENNSYLVANIA – UMCOR DOMESTIC DISASTER RESPONSE 

In response to recent natural disasters around the country, Eastbrook Mission Barn (WPAUMC) recently sent a truck to UMCOR’s 
Sager Brown Depot.  To aid our UMC relief agency’s response to those disasters, 4500 buckets, 2500+ hygiene kits and 5 pallets 
of school kits are on their way to UMCOR headquarters from Eastbrook!  If you would like to donate to help with the recent 
disasters, please mark “UMCOR Domestic” on your donation – you may select that option using EasyTithe, as well. The needs 

are great now, and will only increase as the spring and summer storms happen.   

EARLY RESPONSE TEAM (ERT) TRAINING 

Another way that you can respond to disasters is to become ERT trained. ERT Training is for certification 

in Disaster Response offered in association with UMCOR.  ERT Training is being offered as follows: 

 Wednesday May 2, 2018 at Trinity UMC in Conneaut Lake 
 Friday May 4, 2018 at Connellsville Community Ministries 

 Saturday May 5, 2018 at Elton Zion in Johnstown 

Persons attending ERT Training must have their clearances and Safe Sanctuary Training.  Details on those requirements can be 
found at wpa-reg.brtapp.com/ERT-Oct-Nov-201771.  The Outreach Committee will reimburse the registration fee, upon request.  
ERT Training may be offered in the Pittsburgh District UMC, as well, but a date has not been set.  To check for further dates or to 

read more about the trainings, visit wpaumc.org. 

 Hand towels (15” x 25” to 17” 

x 27”) 

 Washcloths 

 Adult Toothbrushes 

 Adhesive bandages (¾” to 1” 

size); 

 Bath soap bars (at least 3 oz. 

- No Ivory or Jergens) 

 Sturdy combs longer than 6” 

long 

 Metal nail files or finger nail 

clippers 

https://wpa-reg.brtapp.com/ERT-Oct-Nov-201771
https://www.wpaumc.org/
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We are using “easyTithe” to offer online giving to our church family.  Those who choose to give in this way 
can create a secure account from via easyTithe and set up recurring giving with selected funds, frequency, 
and amount.  easyTithe allows you to securely give via your bank account or credit/debit card.  You can 
give online by visiting the giving page on our website.  SUMC pays a monthly service fee to easyTithe, plus 
easyTithe charges us 3% for each donation made.  When giving via easyTithe, please considering 
covering the 3% transaction fee.   

You can also give via the easyTithe Mobile App. It is a simple as downloading the app to your smartphone 
and setting up your profile information in just a couple of steps.  Once setup, you can choose to make a 
one-time donation or set up 
recurring giving. 

 

 

 

Again I wish to thank all the people who keep in touch with me by 
cards.  I do appreciate getting them.  They remind me that people do 
care.  I also save the pretty pictures and show them to others.  I am 

finally on the mend. 

In God’s Love, 

Renee Gittins 

 

Hello Pastor Russel and the church members, 

I am visiting my oldest son and his wife in Florida since March 29.  I 
got to see more family and grandchildren.  I wanted to tell you and 
the members of the church how much you all mean to me.  I love you 
all so much.  Thank you for all the cards.  God bless you and 

everyone else. 

Love, 

Marian Lippert 

Please write to our Shut-Ins and 
keep them in your prayers.  The 

church office can provide you with 
contact information. 

 

Marge Anderson 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Joe & B.J. Manzinger 

Pat Rudy 

Rachel Shuluga 

Patricia Smith 

Helen Smouse 

Bonnie Stoicovy 

Shirley Sye 

Megan Elizabeth Guzma 

received the Sacrament of Holy 

Baptism on April 8, 2018.  

Megan was born on December 

15, 2017, in Sewickley, 

Pennsylvania.  She is the 

daughter of Brooke and Michael 

Guzma.  Her grandparents are 

Jerie and Eddie Danford, and 

John and Denise Godich.  Mary 

Jo Danford and Joan Henzler are Megan’s 

great-grandmothers, and Brooke’s sister and brother-

in-law, Sarah and Joseph Branco, are her godparents. 

https://www.sewickleyumc.org/
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KICKING OFF OUR CHRISTMAS CHILD DRIVE 

What treasured toy summons warm memories of time spent with your mother, 
grandmother or anyone who helped shape the best moments of your childhood? A 
doll? A ball? A stuffed animal? Crayons or colored pencils? Toy cars? Something 
sparkling, like jewelry or hair ornaments? A comb or brush? The Fellowship of the 
Cross is leading worship on Mother's Day this year and we would like to use the date to 

launch our 8th Operation Christmas Child 
campaign. If you plan to attend either service on May 13, please consider donating a 
treasured toy or making a financial contribution. The FOTC collection box is always in 
the narthex, or you can deliver your treasure to any FOTC member. Our theme throughout 

May will be "treasure." 

FOTC will continue its Operation Christmas Child drive throughout the summer. Contributions 
of bar soap, toothbrushes and school supplies are always welcome. Everything must fit into a 
shoe box. And, of course, donations of shoeboxes are accepted year-round. Financial 
contributions are also accepted. We will invite our church family to join us again for a 
shoebox packing party in the fall. The FOTC and the Sewickley UMC church family have 
filled 700 boxes over the past seven years, and we hope to fill 100 boxes again this year. Our 
2017 shoe boxes reached children in Columbia, South America. In previous years, are boxes 

reached children in Ukraine, several countries in Africa, the Bahamas and Honduras. 

If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list, 
please let the office know.  We don’t want to leave anyone out of special wishes.  

Wanted:  Treasured 
Toys and Items 

SEARCHING FOR CROSSES 

The Trustees would like to adorn the freshly painted wall leading to the library with 
crosses that come from our church family members. If you have a cross you would like to 

donate, between 6” and 18” in length, please give it to Sandra Lane by May 15. 
Thanks for your help and willingness to participate in the beautification of our church home. 
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Order by April 3 for Aril 7 pickup 

The United Methodist Women's Pittsburgh District Spring Day Apart meeting was well attended by 
members of the SUMC.  Jim and Wilma Hamilton, Kandace Kramer, Dorothy Jadlowiec, Marjorie 
Fiscus, Kathy Wilfong and Kristine Swaney attended the April 7 event held at the Coraopolis UMC.  
Rev. Tracy Cox led devotions based on Psalm 148.  Our unit received a Five Star Certificate in 
recognition of our contributions to missions through five different UMW channels of giving.  The 

Spring Day Apart event was informative and worthwhile.  

 District President Pam Konopasek shared information on the UMW Reading Program.   

 District Vice-President Linda Cox presented updated information on the Council of Bishops Commission project referred to as 
The Way Forward.  The Commission is trying to design a way for the UMC to avoid a split over LGBTQ issues.  Currently the 
Commission is exploring two models--the One Church Model and the Multi-Branch Model.  The One Church Model provides a 
generous unity that gives conferences, churches, and pastors the flexibility to uniquely reach their missional context without 
changing the connectional nature of the UMC.  The Multi-Branch Model is grounded in a unified core that includes shared 
doctrine and services and one Council of Bishops, while also creating different branches that have clearly defined values such 
as accountability, contextualization and justice.  The five US Jurisdictions we currently have would be replaced by three 
connectional conferences, each covering the whole country, based on theology and perspective on LGBTQ ministry 

(Traditional, Centralist or Progressive).   

 Patrice Tomcik presented the program, Mom's Clean Air Force, providing information on air, water, noise and light pollution 
associated with the many aspects of drilling for, transporting and processing natural gas. This group's focus is to educate the 
public on how these pollutants effect the health of children and babies.  Information was also provided on the petrochemical 
ethane cracker plant that is being built in Beaver County.  These plants turn fracked natural gas into plastic. Jim Hamilton also 

shared information about uranium in shale and spent uranium.   

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 
Sunday, June 3, Walker Park, shelter # 3 

setup begins at 12:30 / we will break bread at 1:30 pm 

Mark your calendar for our annual picnic with our friends 
from the St. Matthews AME Zion church.  Hotdogs, 

hamburgers, chicken wings, drinks and paper products will 
be provided.  Please bring your favorite side dish to share.  
Come enjoy the fellowship, friendship and food.  Be sure to 
pack water shoes, towels, and maybe a change of clothes 

for some exploring in the nearby 
creek!!  Blankets and camp chairs 

are welcome.  
Please come join us. 

Please note the change 
from last year’s location! 

Doing some Spring cleaning?  
Your RUMMAGE SALE 
DONATIONS are very much 
welcomed and appreciated 
and can be placed in the 
“potato room” for the May 
rummage sale.  Donated 

clothing should be clean and fresh.  Please, no exercise 
equipment, electronics or large pieces of furniture.  All 
proceeds from the rummage sales go to missions.  The 
UMW is thankful to the congregation for their donations and 
support! If you have any questions, check with Kristine 

Swaney or Pat Grossarth. 

The sale will be held on Friday, May 11, 5 – 8 pm and 

Saturday, May 12, 8 am – 1 pm 

On Sunday, May 27, we will observe Memorial 

Day, a time in which we remember fallen heroes 

who faithfully served our country in its 242 year 

history. We will also recognize our veterans and 

veterans of the Sewickley Valley.  As we honor 

our veterans, lunch will be served in the 

Simpson Room following the Traditional Service. Sandwiches and 

hot entrées will be provided along with a cake and beverages.  

Please add a side dish to our buffet table. 

Kid’s Night Out will end for 
the season on May 22.  
Thank you to all who 

helped make our season 
successful:  leaders, 

support staff, and food 
crew.  We look forward to 

a new season of Kid’s 
Night Out in September. 
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 2018 Budget 
Budgeted 

to Date 
March Year-to-date 

Expenses  263,889.67  73,920.38  29,411.49  76,420.57 

Receipts  263,893.00  61,074.69  27,028.31  64,880.50 

Overage (Deficit)  3.33  (12,845.69)  (2,383.18)  (11,540.07) 

Here’s a summary 

of the latest  

Treasurer’s Report. 

Pam Honeychurch, 

Treasurer 

SUNDAY SCHOOL — CLASSES FOR EVERYONE! 

Sunday School, under the direction of Christian Education Directors Rev. Barry and Andrea Lewis, is held 

each Sunday at 10 am.  Everyone, preschool through adult, is encouraged to join in study, discussion and 

fellowship.  Below is a list of the classes, along with locations and leaders.  All of the children and youth 

classes meet in the Sunday School rooms in the basement, with the preschool meeting in the nursery.  

Classes end on May 20 and will resume in September. 

Preschool 

Susie Moffett 

Kindergarten & 
1st and 2nd Grades 

Bill Utterback & Rev. Jim Hamilton 

3rd, 4th and 5th Grades 

Roberta Davis & Wilma Hamilton 

Middle School 
Rev. Barry Lewis & Johnathan 

Burnett 

High School 

Jack Moffett & Mitch Hortert 

“Explorers” (in the Library) 

Roger Thomas and Mark Benjamin 

Focuses on Biblical study 

“Searching for Jesus” (in the Parlor) 

Bola & Willie Nicholson 

Focuses on contemporary Christian issues 

The Explorers are watching YHWH prepare the Israelites for Exile in Babylonia.  King Josiah 
ascended to the throne at eight years old. He appears to have been raised by Huldah, one of the 
most neglected people in the Scripture.  By the time Josiah was 26 he had purged all the pagan 
idols first from Judah and then from what had been the Northern Kingdom, all the land of Canaan 
which YHWH had promised to Abraham, and even Samaria.  The idols of each of the Baals were 

smashed, and the bones of their priests were crushed & burned on the altars.  The totems of Asherah were burned, and her 
priests’ bones were burned in the flames.  Only the prophet of Bethel, who testified against King Jeroboam, was left unscathed.  
With the land cleansed, Josiah sent Hilkiah into the Temple to cleanse it and affect the essential repairs.  There, in the trash, he 
found the Book of Deuteronomy.  They took it immediately to Huldah, who recognized it as the Book of the Law.  Everything 
stopped!  Josiah made a personal covenant with YHWH, and as long as he lived, Israel was in peace and prosperity.  Worship now 
focused entirely on the Temple in Jerusalem, as it does to this day.  The Passover feast was held in the Temple, and every Jew in 
the world was invited.  Josiah personally provided the sacrifices for the poor and the travelers.  The Book of Deuteronomy which 
applied the lessons of the prophets to the Law of Moses was appended to the Torah.  When Huldah died, Jeremiah stood in her 
place.  Josiah lived long enough to see Assyria crushed, and to celebrate that with the Prophet Nahum. 
Good King Hezekiah had lived under the Prophet Isaiah.  Because he had cleansed the Temple he saw Elohim destroy three 
Assyrian armies.  Hezekiah became as rich as Solomon, but he lost sight of the Lord and died infested with disease.  His times, 
like Solomon’s were temporary.  Josiah lived under Huldah and Jeremiah.  He cleansed all of Canaan, centered worship in the 
Temple, and gave Israel a revision of the Law.  600 years after Moses, Israel had seen the powers of the kingdom, and was now 
ready for the lessons of Exile. 
Come, join us in the library between services, and watch the hand of the Holy Spirit progressively reveal truth through the ages. 

On June 3, we will celebrate our graduates with a gift presentation at either of our two 

services. The graduates we have been made aware of are:  

High School: Eric Johnston, Allison L., Jarod Leonberg, Jacob McCoy, 

Felicity Moffett, Hailey Shaffer, and Emily Zeanchock 

College: Katherine Burnett, Emily Erkert, Julia Gittins, Sydney Lane, 

Rebecca Lewis, Ciara Resler, Savannah Resler and Ben Utterback. 

Please notify Sandra Lane or Warren Kinneer of any additions or corrections. 
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May 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
6 PM Kid's Night Out 
7:15 PM Wesley 

Chorale 
8 PM AA 

2 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 
7 PM Bible Study 

3 
11 AM - 1 PM Salad 

Luncheon 

6:15 PM Handbells 
 

4 
7 PM AA 

5 
9 AM World Vision 

Work Day 

 

6 
9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 
9:30 AM Youth Choir 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
7 PM Bible Study 

7 

 

8 

 

6 PM Kid's Night Out 
6 PM - 7:30 PM 

Learning Tree 

Graduation & Art 

Show 
8 PM AA 

9 

 

9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 
7 PM Bible Study 

10 

 

6:15 PM Handbells 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

11 

 

5 - 8 PM Rummage 

Sale 
7 PM AA 

12 
8 AM - 1 PM 

Rummage Sale 
6 PM Film Club 

13 
9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

9:30 AM Youth Choir 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 

11 AM Traditional Worship 
7 PM Bible Study 

14 
6:30 PM Finance 

Committee 

6:30 PM Trustees 
8 PM Council 

Meeting 

15 
12 PM Birthday 

Lunch 

6 PM Kid's Night Out 
6 PM Book Club 
8 PM AA 

16 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

7 PM Bible Study 

17 
9 AM - 1 PM 

Learning Tree 

3 Year Picnic 
6:15 PM Handbells 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

18 
7 PM AA 

19 

20 
9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

9:30 AM Youth Choir 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 

11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Fellowship 

21 22 
6 PM Kid's Night Out 
8 PM AA 

23 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

7 PM Bible Study 

24 
6:15 PM Handbells 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

25 
7 PM AA 

26 

11 AM Memorial 

Service at Coast 

Guard Station 

27 
9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

9:30 AM Youth Choir 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 

11 AM Traditional Worship 

28 

10 AM Sewickley’s 

Memorial Day 

Parade 

29 
8 PM AA 

30 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

31 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Polishing 

7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

    

Rummage Sale Setup  

ANNUAL SHOE DRIVE – EUMA (Erie United Methodist Alliance) and All God's Children Ministries/Ramps 
of Hope is holding its Annual Shoe Drive to raise funds for their missions. Sewickley UMC will collect 
new and gently used CLEAN shoes (pairs only) from now until June 3rd.  Ask your friends, family, 
and neighbors to help collect shoes. The shoes will then be delivered to Annual Conference at Grove City 
College on June 6th.  It's a win, win, win situation! EUMA raises much needed funds for outreach 
ministries, shoes are kept out of landfills, and we support micro-enterprise in developing countries.  Last 
year, supporters helped to raise over $14,000 for missions!  For ease of collection, kits are available at the 
information table at the back of the sanctuary.  Either tie laces of shoe pairs or use the included rubber bands to match pairs.  Place up 
to 25 pairs in the provided bag.  Return bag with paired shoes to church.  Collection boxes will be available in Simpson Room and in the 
church basement.  The more unwanted shoes cleared from closets, the more mission support is generated!  

For ease of collection, kits are available at the information table at the back of the sanctuary.  Either tie laces of shoe pairs or use the 
included rubber bands to match pairs.  Place up to 25 pairs in the provided bag.  Return bag with paired shoes to church.  Collection 
boxes will be available in the Simpson Room and in the church basement.  Feel free to share a collection kit (or 2 or 3) with friends, 
neighbors, and family.  The more unwanted shoes cleared from closets, the more mission support is generated! 


