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I don’t think it is a secret that if you looked up “party animal” in the 
dictionary you will NOT find my name or picture there. However, 
this lack luster kind of guy has a very odd allure to the festival of 
Mardi Gras.  All of the bright colors, festivities, food, dancing and 
excitement all seem very fascinating to me. I have never attended 
Mardi Gras and probably will never do so. I had to ask myself why 
I find this ancient festival so attractive. 

I wasn’t even sure what all this hoopla is about, so I did what most 
of us do these days and turned to Google. This is some of what I 
discovered… 

What Is Mardi Gras?  Mardi Gras is a tradition that dates back 
thousands of years to pagan celebrations of spring and fertility, 
including the raucous Roman festivals of Saturnalia and 
Lupercalia.  

When Christianity arrived in Rome, religious leaders decided to 
incorporate these popular local traditions into the new faith, an 
easier task than abolishing them altogether. As a result, the 
excess and debauchery of the Mardi Gras season became a 
prelude to Lent, the 40 days of fasting and penance between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter Sunday. 

Along with Christianity, Mardi Gras spread from Rome to other 
European countries, including France, Germany, Spain and 
England. 

What Does Mardi Gras mean?  Mardi is the French word for 
Tuesday, and Gras means “fat.” In France, the day before Ash 
Wednesday came to be known as Mardi Gras, or “Fat Tuesday.”  

Traditionally, in the days leading up to Lent, merrymakers would 
binge on all the rich, fatty foods—meat, eggs, milk, lard, cheese—
that remained in their homes, in anticipation of several weeks of 
eating only fish and different types of fasting.  

Hmmm, nothing there that I did not know. What about the masks, 
I wondered. Why do most people wear masks during this 
celebration? Again I turned to my faithful friend Google. 

During Carnival in Venice, people began to wear masks and 
elaborate costumes to disguise their identities. The masks worn 
during the festival allowed individuals from different social classes 
to interact with one another in a way that was usually prohibited 
by social norms. 

Revelers also protected themselves and their reputations by 
wearing masks. They could party while remaining anonymous, 
hiding their status, gender, age, and even their religion. During 
Carnival, people felt the freedom to be who they wanted to be for 

the moment. Masks enabled them to play 
out fantasies or indulge in forbidden 
pleasures. 

Today, everyone wears masks during 
Mardi Gras. In fact, float riders are 
required to wear masks by law. On Fat 
Tuesday, everyone is free to wear masks, adding to the 
excitement and magic of celebrations throughout the city. 

Isn’t it ironic, it is not just at Mardi Gras that we find ourselves 
wearing masks. Most of us wear them at all times in public. Of 
course I don’t mean we wear the masks literally, but we wear them 
figuratively. Seldom do we take off our masks allowing the world to 
see us as we truly are. 

Not all our masks are as obvious as the decorated porcelain 
masks of Carnival, but we can still hide behind them. The longer a 
mask is worn, the more comfortable it feels and the harder it is to 
take off. In a world where beauty, success, and perfection are 
valued, it’s hard to remove the mask and reveal the real person 
behind the facade. We may be able to mask our pain, desperation, 
discouragement, shame, and sin from other people, but we can 
never hide them from God 

The day after Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) we step into the six week 
season of Lent as we observe Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday 
implores us to remove our masks. We remove them not so much 
for God, but we remove them so we see ourselves honestly and 
openly. 

Repentance involves letting down our pretenses and laying our 
masks aside. It means revealing and confessing our sin and then 
turning away from it.  

I wonder how many people with ash fresh on their foreheads will 
still be wearing masks. Will the ashes be painted onto masks or 
onto truly repentant hearts? Will they be a license to sin for a 
season, or a reminder of mortality and the need for repentance? 

Repentance is choosing to remove the mask and not put it on 
again, believing that Jesus died to save the person behind the 
mask. Because of Jesus’s death and resurrection, we can come 
before God without pretense, fear, or shame—without our masks. 

Blessings, 

 

 

Pastor Russel 
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JOIN TOGETHER FOR ASH WEDNESDAY DINNER AND WORSHIP 

Ash Wednesday will be observed on Wednesday, March 6, here at SUMC, when we come together with 
St. Matthew’s AME Zion Church.  It is our annual tradition to join our sister church as we begin our holy 
journey of Lent.  

The evening will begin with our traditional meatless meal at 6 pm.  Fish and macaroni and cheese will be 
provided.  You are invited to bring a meatless side dish or salad to share. 

The service will begin at 7 pm with the imposition of ashes.  The use of ashes is a sign of mortality and repentance, and has a long 
history in Jewish and Christian worship.  The imposition of ashes is a powerful, nonverbal and experiential way of participating in the 
call to repentance and reconciliation.  Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends 
on Holy Saturday.  

Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word lencten, which means spring.  The season is a solemn time in which we prepare for Easter.  
Ash Wednesday presents a dual encounter:  we confront our own mortality and confess our sin before God, embraced by the 
community of faith. 

UMCOR SUNDAY (One Great Hour of Sharing) OFFERING – MARCH 31ST 

DO YOU KNOW UMCOR?  UMCOR stands for United Methodist Committee on Relief.  When watching disaster unfold around the 
globe, many of us feel the call to help but are at a loss as to what we can actually do to help. 
UMCOR Sunday is the day for congregations around the globe to help. 

UMCOR offers aid in Jesus’ name to those who suffer: 

 When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we responded 
 When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we responded 
 When a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we responded 

When the next crisis occurs, UMCOR will be prepared to respond. On this Special Sunday on 
March 31, our generosity as a church covers the operating budget of UMCOR. This allows them to funnel 100% of other donations 
received throughout the year directly to relief efforts. UMCOR Sunday is where we come together to help. 

If you want to learn more about UMCOR visit: umcgiving.org/UMCOR. On March 31st, please give generously to UMCOR. Envelopes 
will be included in the bulletins – or you can mark your check or envelope “UMCOR Sunday.”  You may also select that option with 
EasyTithe. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

This year's service will be held at the Sewickley Presbyterian Church on Grant Street on Friday, March 1 at 11 
am and everyone is invited and welcome. The WDP Committee of USA and the WDP Committee of Slovenia 
have written the service. At the core of this year’s theme is an invitation – Come. And to enable the response – 
Everything is ready. Come to praise, thank, and proclaim the kingdom of love.  The invitation is grounded in 
the parable that Jesus told about a great dinner which was attended by the ones called off the streets, as the 
ones invited excused themselves.  

We’ve been asked to contribute 3 salads for the luncheon to be served immediately after the service.  Please contact Dorothy Jadlowiec 
(412-741-3118) if you are willing to donate a salad. 

BISHOP’S DEBRIEFING OF THE SPECIAL CALLED SESSION OF GENERAL CONFERENCE 

Immediately following the Special Called Session of General Conference, the Western Pennsylvania A Way  
Forward Task Force, General Conference Delegation, Cabinet, and Bishop will conduct debriefing sessions in  
each of our ten districts.  The locations and times of those sessions are published on the Conference website.  
Persons may attend any of these sessions at any district if location and time are more convenient.  The purpose  
of the sessions will be for lay and clergy members of the United Methodist Church in Western Pennsylvania to  

hear accurate information about the decisions made at the Special Called Session of General Conference and the process we, as an 
annual conference, will undertake in order to implement the legislation that is passed.  Those who attend the debriefing sessions will 
have an opportunity to ask questions and respond to the decisions made. The Pittsburgh District Debriefing will be Sunday, 
March 24 at 2 pm at Salem UMC (350 Manor Rd, Wexford, PA 15090).  There is ample parking in the lot behind the church. Beginning 
at 1:30 pm, light refreshments will be available. We invite you to attend this debriefing session, to engage with our Bishop, delegates, 
and your District Superintendent.  We continue our call to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

http://www.umcgiving.org/UMCOR
https://www.wpaumc.org/newsdetail/gc-debriefing-sessions-scheduled-12757669


Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities  - March 2019 
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March 3, 2019 
Transfiguration Sunday 

Sacrament of Communion 

Liturgist:  Martha Boward 

A/V: Lou Ann Scott (9 am) 
 Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Exodus 34:29-35 Psalm 99 (UMH 819) 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 Luke 9:28-36 (37-43) 

March 6, 2019 
Ash Wednesday 

A/V: Volunteer Needed 

Lectionary Readings 
Joel 2:1-2 Psalm 51:1-17 (UMH 785) 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

March 10, 2019 
First Sunday in Lent 
Sheltered with Love 

Handbell Choir, 11 am 

Liturgist:  Dorothy Jadlowiec 

A/V: Sandra Lane (9 am) 
 Warren Kinneer (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 (UMH 810) 

Romans 10:8b-13 Luke 4:1-13 

March 17, 2019 
Second Sunday in Lent 

Liturgist:  Brad Jones 

A/V: Lou Ann Scott (9 am) 
 Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Jeremiah 17:5-10 Psalm 1 (UMH 738) 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20 Luke 6:17-26 

March 24, 2019 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Liturgist:  Amy Napierkowski 

A/V: Sandra Lane (9 am) 
Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Isaiah 55:1-9 Psalm 63:1-8 (UMH 766) 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 Luke 13:1-9 

March 31, 2019 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Liturgist:  Lisa Jankowski 

A/V: Lou Ann Scott (9 am) 
Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Joshua 5:9-12 Psalm 32 (UMH 766) 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

John A. 
Susan Aye 
Dick B. 
Sally Barton 
Betty Beaman 
Jack Certain 
Johanne Charlery 
Susan Dobbins 
Pat Dougherty 
Lou Egenlauf 
Beth Ellisher 
Pat Fulton 
Bob Graham 
June Graham 
Atleah Grubb 
Jennifer H. 

Laura Hertrick  
Mary Huber (Roberta 

Davis’ sister) 
Linda Idecker 
Family of Katherine 

Johnson (Kathie 
Lostetter’s mom) 

Wayne Johnson 
Jan Jones 
Jessa Kaufold and 

family 
Dr. John Keriotis 
Michael L. 
Sam L. 
Michael Labasik 
Leigh Ann 

Dixie Lemasters 
(Debbie Chesney’s 
mom) 

Michelle Malito 
Barbara McCarthy 
Sara McCullough 

Lindsay Merryman 
Tony Morgan 
George Neiman 
John and Sandy 

Nelson 
Dominic and Josh 

Odom 
Margaret Pedee 
Anne Robinson 
Jim Rogansky 
Mrs. Arlene Rucker 
Dave S. 
Morgan S. 
Regina S. 
Sam S. 
Mary Sava 

Robert Schlemmer 
Linda Shortz 
Linda Sollinger 
Pam Squires 
Will Stewart 
Tamara 
Family of Don Thomas 
Tyler Votedian 
Don Walker 
Jack Wilfong 
Barry Yant 
Carol Young 
Laura Youngblood 
Rich Z. 
Dennis Zeveny 
Jacob Zickefoose 
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

MONTHLY SALAD LUNCHEON — Our 
community luncheon is Thursday, March 7, 
from 11 am to 1 pm.  Proceeds support the 
General Fund.  Please consider donating your 
homemade salads for the luncheons. Salads 
should be brought to the Simpson Room by 10 
am on the day of the luncheon or the evening before during LOF 
practice. Want to volunteer to help? Volunteers are always welcome!  
We’d love to see some new faces.  If you haven’t donated a salad in 
the past and need some guidance, or would like to volunteer, please 

contact Belinda Resler. 

As we enter Lent, we will be watching Wild, a true 
story in which the main character embarks on an 
inner journey of the heart.  Everyone is welcome as 
we gather in the church parlor on Saturday, March 
9 at 6 pm.  Driven to the edge by the loss of her 

beloved mother, the dissolution of her marriage and a headlong dive 
into self-destructive behavior, Cheryl Strayed (Reese Witherspoon) 

makes a decision to halt her downward spiral and put her life back 

together again.  The film is rated “R” for violence, profanity & nudity. 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION — United 
Methodist Churches support the Red Bird 
Mission Christian School (K-12) located in 
Southeastern Kentucky near the Red Bird River. 

Our SUMC Box Top coupon donations support education at the 
Christian School where they are redeemed for items or cash.  Each 
coupon is worth 10¢ and can be found on over 100 products.  There is 
a current list of these products near the Box Top collection jar located 
in the Simpson Room. Our goal this year is to donate $150 to this 
worthwhile cause, so keep on clipping and fill up our jar! Thank you for 

continuing to support this worthwhile cause. 

FOURTH SUNDAY FOOD BANK – Since Easter comes 
later this year, there will be a regular collection for the 
Sewickley Community Food Bank on March 24th.  The 
grocery cart will be in the sanctuary on that day for your 
generous donations.  Easter Bags will be collected by 

mid-April. 

PLAYGROUND FENCE PICKETS FOR 
SALE — Leave a lasting impression and 
show of support toward our church 
playground with an engraved fence picket. 
Details can be found on the order form 
located on the table in the back of the 

sanctuary. $50/picket. Return form to Sandra Lane by March 22. 

RELAY FOR LIFE OF SEWICKLEY VALLEY 
In February, SUMC accepted orders for 
American Cancer Society’s Daffodil Days – 
those who ordered will be notified of delivery 
day/time.  While the “relay” is no longer 
planned, the Relay for Life group plans other 
activities in lieu of that fundraiser.  A Havana-

themed Cooking for a Cure event on April 27th is their next planned 
activity.  You may follow Relay for Life of Sewickley Valley on 

Facebook for this and future events.  

For the health and consideration of others who 
attend worship and events here, please minimize 
your use of perfume, cologne and other scented 
beauty products.  To people who wear scented 
products, please do not take offense. We are 

adjusting with the times to promote a healthy environment for 

everyone. 

FOR PLAYFUL KITTIES — Rachel Boward needs Plastic Jug  
Rings and Toilet Paper Tubes for a cat toy project with her  
Pitt service organization. Please put in the collection box  

(Narthex or Simpson Room) by the end of March. 

Please write to our 

shut-ins and keep them in 

your prayers.  The church 

office can provide you with 

contact information. 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Virginia Harriger 

Jerry Hagadorn 

B.J. (Elizabeth) Manzinger 

Pat Rudy 

Doug Rummens 

Patricia Smith 

Bonnie Stoicovy 

Shirley Sye 

Bible Study meets in the 
church library and is led by 

Pastor Russel.  For the 
convenience of those 

participating, there are two meeting times on Tuesday:  
9:30 am and 7 pm.  (If Quaker Valley schools have a 
snow delay or cancellation, Bible Study will be 

cancelled that day.)  Join us anytime! VIM MISSION OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN THE 
USA AND INTERNATIONALLY – Teams are 
still forming for many volunteer opportunities; 
storm clean up continues in Puerto Rico and 
mainland USA.  Links to these opportunities 
are through wpaumc.org/VIMsites and 
wpaumc.org/Opportunities.  Some VIM 

Scholarships are available to help with expenses. 

VOLUNTEER IN MISSION (VIM) TRAINING SESSIONS – Whether 
you have interest in leading a domestic team or international team or 
just want to know the best VIM practices there are two training 
sessions being offered at the Cranberry Conference Center – March 
15th and June 15th,  both from 10 am to 4 pm.  Doors open and 
registration begins 30 minutes prior to training start time.  Each 
Registration is $8 and a copy of “A Mission Journey: A Handbook for 
Volunteers” is required.  Visit wpaumc.org/VIMTraining for more 

details or to register. 

https://www.wpaumc.org/VIMsites
https://www.wpaumc.org/Opportunities
https://www.wpaumc.org/VIMTraining
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COME JOIN YOUR CHURCH FAMILY DURING LENT 

Our church family honors the importance of Lent, the 40 days before Easter, with fellowship 
every Sunday evening.  Please join us every Sunday you can.  Every week, we meet for 
dinner at 5 pm, with various church groups providing the entrée and beverages.  Please 

bring a side, salad or dessert to share.  ***Don’t bring a covered dish on April 14.*** 

Our love offerings, collected at the dinners, benefit our kids with financial aid to go to 

summer camp and on mission trips. 

Programs begin at 6 pm. The schedule of dinners and programs is listed below: 

Date Entrée Program Host Theme 

3/17 Irish Stew   Hymn Sing 
United Methodist 

Women  
St. Patrick’s Day 

3/24 Breakfast Food 
Game Night 

bring your favorite game 
Worship Committee  

PJ Party 
Dress in PJ’s or Sweats 

3/31 
Appetizers & 

side dishes 

Competition to judge the best appetizer 
Prizes will be awarded 

Adult Classes and 
Library Committee 

Appetizer Cook Off 
Adult & Children Categories 

4/7 Tacos 6th Annual Church Family Feud Trustees and Finance  Mexican 

4/14 
ENTIRE DINNER 

provided at 
church 

Seder Dinner (A Passover ritual; retelling 
of the story of the liberation of the 

Israelites from slavery in ancient Egypt) 
Nurture Committee  

Seder Dinner 
(a free will offering will be 

taken to cover the cost of the 

meal) 

To help get ready for Church Family Feud, our April 7 
Lenten Program, please take a few minutes to answer 

the survey questions.  Click on the logo to the left to be 
taken to the survey.  If you aren’t online and want to take 

the survey, call Pam in the church office.  The survey will 

remain open until 100 responses are received. 

LENTEN FINES 

Lenten Fines provide us with a great opportunity to count our blessings.  The Western PA Annual 
Conference has a strong connection with the Nyadire Connection in Zimbabwe.  This year, Lenten 
Fines will be collected and applied to the Hearing Impaired Program at the Nyadire United Mission.  
From umczea.org, “Deaf people can do anything that hearing people can do…except hear.”  Singing 
praises with no words but through the demonstration of gestures they have proved that “Disability is 
not inability” is not a cliché for the HI (Hearing Impaired) choir at Nyadire CPS (Central Primary 
School) but a reality.  In 2014, the Hearing Impaired program was only at Primary School and not yet 
implemented in the High school curriculum.  The Hearing Impaired (HI) unit that has operated since 
1994 came as a response by the United Methodist Church to the plight of the “hard of hearing” 
children in the Nyadire community. The department is manned by four specialized teachers.  Many 
children either come from disadvantaged families or families who do not see the necessity for 

educating a deaf child. 

The Lenten Fines collected will help continue the work begun to enable all children to fully participate in schooling.  Lenten Fines 
should be brought to church by April 28th.  Lenten Fine Calendars are available here and in the back of the sanctuary and help us 

count our blessings and how we can help others.   

https://goo.gl/forms/b4Jmg1GB57aCVgw63
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1epVKPjXaxNgItu1-zesj2eLqRyAIlhMGvDXKio-SCOU/edit
http://umczea.org/future-of-hearing-impaired-children-challenged-5/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t5mk-V1osT0KLQZqKwrD2GspT1VuRJgN/view?usp=sharing
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If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list, please let the office know.  We don’t want to leave anyone out of special wishes.  

EASTER UNDIES 

Easter always inspires images of new clothes. Easter bonnets, certainly. Perhaps new shoes, or new dresses for 

the girls, maybe a neck tie or a blazer for the guys. 

Do we ever think of new underwear at Easter? 

The Fellowship of the Cross is asking you to think about underwear as you shop during the Lenten season. We 
are launching an “Easter Undies” campaign to provide underwear for children in Africa and, perhaps, other areas 

in the world. 

For several years, the FOTC youth have been involved in packing hygiene kits for older girls through the Nyadire Connection, a 
Methodist mission initiative that serves in Zimbabwe. In January, our team joined a Nyadire packing project that, after packing 500 

kits in less than an hour, encountered a shortage of underwear. Without the kits, we were told, girls might be forced to miss school.   

Through Nyadire, the FOTC sponsors a Zimbabwe teenaged girl named Tracey, covering the annual cost of her education and 

school supplies for three years now.  They have also exchanged letters. 

We believe our SUMC church family can help.  Together, we can provide underwear for older girls in Zimbabwe through the 
Nyadire project, and we can provide underwear for boys and girls in Zimbabwe, Uganda and Zaire, and possibly Haiti, through 
Missions and More projects connected with the Olive Branch fair trade store in Wexford (who had a pop-up booth in the Simpson 

Room during our Cookie Walk in December) . Some of the African children have never had underwear. 

We are looking for donations of new girls sizes 10 - 16 and women's sizes 5 – 7 in briefs style, and any sizes of underwear for 
younger boys and girls. We will also accept financial donations to purchase underwear. Please see Pamela Mayo, Bill Utterback or 

any member of the FOTC team. 

Through the Lenten season, we will have a brightly-decorated Easter basket in the narthex or the back of the sanctuary to collect 

underwear donations.  We thank you for your consideration. 

“BUILDING OF FAITH” — SANCTUARY LOAN UPDATE 

In 2014, we took a $500,000 loan to help 
pay for the sanctuary renovation and to 
restore portions of our historic organ.  We 
were able to refinance our loan in 2018 at a 
much lower rate, lowering our monthly 
payments to $1300.  Our outstanding loan 
balance is currently $177,403.45.  We fund 

the monthly payments in thanks to pledges and donations to our 

“Building of Faith” campaign. 

Thanks to a number of efforts, we are able to make principal 

payments over and above the regular monthly loan payments. 

In the fall of 2016 we began our monthly Soup and Hummus 

sale, which to date has taken $12,402.88 off the principal. 

In mid-2016, we began taking a special “5th Sunday” offering in 
months with 5 Sundays.  To date, 5th Sunday collections have 
taken another $16,202 off the principal.  March 31 is a “5th 
Sunday” when all designated donations will be applied 
against the principal.  Mark your special offering “BOF,” use a 
Building Fund envelope or give via easyTithe.  When giving 
extra to the sanctuary loan, please don’t do it at the expense of 

your regular giving to the church. 

Thank you for helping tackle the loan — by giving to the 
“Building of Faith” campaign, by being one of our wonderful 
volunteers making soup and hummus, by buying soup & 
hummus, and for contributing to our special “5th Sunday” 

collections.  Thank you!!  Thank you!!  Thank you!! 



Dear Friends at SUMC, 

You have been such faithful supporters of the Sewickley Community 
Center Food Pantry and we thank you!  Your steadfast collection of 
food and your special collections orchestrated by Martha Boward, 
such as breakfast items and Easter bags, bring such delight to our 
pantry patrons.  Also, we thank you for your monetary donations.  
Thoughtful monetary donations like yours allow us to purchase meats 
for our freezer and foods that are in short supply.  Sometimes we also 
buy essential non-food items that many hope to find stocked at the 
pantry.  Your generosity of food and finances aids us in keeping our 
shelves full.  Thank you for your role in assisting the Sewickley 

Community Food Pantry with serving those in our community. 

Gratefully, 
Robert C. Patterson, Jr. 
President, Board of Directors 

Sewickley Community Center 

The General Treasurer, Roland Fernandes, and Executive Director, 
Rev. Russel Pierce, at the General Board of Global Ministries sent us 
a letter recently, thanking us for our recent financial contribution of 
$1,291.00. They state, “through the compassion and solidarity of 
faithful friends like you, UMCOR is able to provide comfort to those 
impacted by disasters like earthquakes and storms, food for the 
hungry, and healthcare to those who otherwise would have none. 
These are just a sampling of the good works that gifts like yours make 

possible. Thank you for giving so generously.”  

Many thanks to all members of our dedicated and hard working 
congregation for your help with our 71st Annual Turkey Dinner.  From 
the donations to your patronage at the dinner and all the work in 
preparation before and during Turkey Day, your efforts helped to make 
a positive impact on the community through hospitality, which is what 
we do best.  Thanks so very much, 
Sandy, Belinda & Donna, 

Turkey Dinner Committee 
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AT THE LAKE MINISTRIES 
(ATLM) UPDATE 

ATLM is a special needs fishing 
ministry of WPAUMC located in Erie, 
Pennsylvania. The goal is to provide 
specialized fishing/boating experiences to 
people with special needs who may 
otherwise not be able to enjoy Lake Erie on 
the water.  Reservations are now being 
accepted for the Jo-Ann M’s 2019 season.  The Jo-Ann M was 

retrofitted to fit the ministry needs, including an accessible restroom. 

Dates have been set for various persons:  Adult Down Syndrome 
Group (18+); Assisted Living Day Out (18+); Adult Cerebral Palsy/ 
Muscular Dystrophy Trip (18+); Youth Autism Trip (8-17); Youth 
Down Syndrome Trip (8-17); Unassisted Trip for Adults Using 
Wheelchairs (18+); Adult Autism Trip (18+); Youth Trip:  Sensory 
Impaired (8-17); Neurodiverse Youth Trip (8-17); Family Trip: 
Physical Needs (all ages); Family Trip:  Developmental Needs (all 
ages); Youth Trip:  Asperger (8-17); and Unassisted Trip for Disabled 

Veterans (18+). 

Dates, details, & registration can be found at atthelakeministries.org.  
Scholarships may be available in certain circumstances.  Copies of 
the season’s brochure will be in the back of the sanctuary, so that 

you might share with those who might benefit from this ministry. 

ATLM is also in need funding for a truck to assist with hauling 
necessary equipment.  If you are interested in helping with that 

funding, you may do so via the link above. 

LENTEN BOOK STUDY WILL FOCUS ON RACE AND PRIVILEGE IN AMERICA 

Rev. Marilyn Evans will lead a 4-session study of the book Waking Up White by Debby Irving on Monday evenings 
during Lent.  Meet in the Church Library at 7pm on March 18 & 25, and April 1 & 15.  The book is available in 

paperback at Barnes & Noble, Amazon, and The Thoughtful Christian website. 

Author Debby Irving grew up in a predominantly white, upper middle class community. For much of her life, she hadn't 
given much thought to race, even though she had encountered racial tensions at work and her children's schools.  
Then, when she was in her 40s, Irving took a graduate school course in "Race and Cultural Identity" and began to 
comprehend how much she had benefited over the years because she was white.  Irving writes about her discoveries 
and how she began to question her long held assumptions about race and culture in her book, Waking up White, and 
Finding Myself in the Story of Race. 

http://atthelakeministries.org
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SUNDAY SCHOOL, WITH CLASSES FOR ALL AGES, IS HELD ON SUNDAYS AT 10 AM. 

Everyone, preschool through adult, is encouraged to join in study, discussion, fellowship, and have the 
opportunity to gain increased understanding of scripture and to grow closer to Jesus and each other.  
Children and Youth classes meet in the Sunday School rooms in the basement.  Below is a list of the 

classes, along with the leaders.    

Come, join in!  Christian Education Co-Directors Barry and Andrea Lewis 

The Explorers are continuing to explore Jeremiah, and to contrast him with Isaiah.  We have spent as much 
time in Jeremiah as we did with Moses in Exodus and Numbers!  There's just kind of a lot there!  

Isaiah prophesized to Isaiah when the Deuternomic prophets were wrapping up the Israelites' experience in 
the two kingdoms.  Amos, Jonah, Hosea, and now Isaiah were culminating the 600 years since Joshua.  

They wrote the Book of Deuteronomy, which digested all of Moses' teachings -plus their experience- in 35 pages.  They were speaking 
to “Good King Hezekiah.”  Hezekiah actually listened to Isaiah's prophecy, and survived the Assyrian invasion. 

Jeremiah was speaking past King Zedekiah, who had become an Egyptian tributary.  He did not follow Jeremiah's instructions.  He saw 
Jerusalem destroyed, had to watch his sons executions, and was then blinded and killed. 

In 2 Kings, the Assyrians dispersed the 8 tribes from the Northern Kingdom throughout their empire.  Assyria colonized the Northern 
Kingdom, but YHWH drove them out so Jews would return.  Samaria appeared where the colonists had been. The Babylonians took the 
Judean defectors and the Royal House to the Euphrates River, and kept them together.  They prospered there and learned as much as 
the Hebrews had learned in Goshen.  YHWH assembled them there for their next lesson. They left as Judeans, and came back 80 
years later as Jews. 

Before Jerusalem's destruction, Zedekiah acted just like Nicodemus.  One snuck into Jeremiah's cell to seek revelation. 600 years later 
the other snuck into Jesus' cottage for the same purpose.   It's interesting that Jeremiah was released from imprisonment twice. He was 
allowed to finish his life in Egyptian exile rather than on the Euphrates with the deportees. 

Come to the library between services.  Watch the hand of the Holy Spirit move through human affairs, giving us as much information as 
we can handle in each age. 

Preschool 
(in the nursery) 
Susie Moffett 

Kindergarten & 
1st and 2nd Grades 

Bill Utterback & Beth Zeanchock 

3rd, 4th and 5th Grades 
Roberta Davis & Wilma Hamilton 

Middle School 
Rev. Barry Lewis & 
Rev. Jim Hamilton 

High School 
Jack Moffett & Mitch Hortert 

“Explorers” 
Roger Thomas and Mark Benjamin 

Meets in the library and 
focuses on Biblical study 

“Searching for Jesus” 
Willie Nicholson, Sandy Kuriger, Donna Sawhill 

Focuses on contemporary Christian issues 
and meets in the parlor 

CELEBRATING OUR 
GRADUATES 

We are looking for our church 
family High School and College 
graduates.  We will honor them 
during a worship service in June.  Please inform the church 
office, Sandra Lane or Warren Kinneer, of anyone not listed 

below who is a 2019 graduate.   

Our high school graduates are Lia Warburton, Nina 

Wiggins and Noah Wiggins 

Rachel Boward, Erik Hess, Laura Hess, and Sydney Lane 

are graduating from college. 

If a name is misspelled please notify us so we can make the 

correction.   Best wishes to all students. 

The United Methodist Women (UMW) will meet at 4 pm on 
Sunday, March 17th in the Parlor.  We will conduct a short 
business meeting before the Lenten Dinner.  All are welcome to 

attend. 

Additionally, our Unit will host the Pittsburgh District Spring Day 
Apart event on Saturday, March 23.  The program focus this 
year is on local missions.  We will provide a light breakfast and 
lunch for all who attend.  The cost is $8 per person.  The event 
is open to all who wish to attend.  Anyone wishing to help by 

providing  food or serving lunch should contact Pat Grossarth.   
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Orders are due by Sunday, March 24 & 
will be ready for pickup April 7-10.  

Include payment with your order or pay 
when you pickup your soup or 

hummus.  If using easyTithe, please 
include the 3% transaction fee. 

SOUP & HUMMUS SALE FOR THE BUILDING OF FAITH 
All proceeds go toward the principal on the building loan.  Give your order to the office or put it in the offering plate. 

Name:   ___________________________________________    Phone Number:  ____________________________________  

  Cash Amount:  ______  or   Check (made to SUMC) # ________or   EasyTithe Total Amount Enclosed:  ___________ 

Choices 
Indicate quantity below 

$9 Quart $6 Pint 

Chicken Gnocchi   

French Onion   

Southwestern Bean (vegetarian)   

Sandra’s Hummus (vegetarian/vegan) $5 for ½ pint 

WHAT WE OUGHT TO KNOW 

As Christians, we are known to be “People of The Book.”  We give a copy of the Bible to children who enter 
the 3rd grade.  Since we are people who seek to follow the teachings contained in the scriptures, we could 
expect to know some basic facts.  If there are facts we do not know, that's all right.  But wouldn't it be a good 

idea to learn some basic facts?  Below  is a quiz Pastor Barry gave to each of his confirmation students. 

1. The 2 parts of the Bible and the number of total books. 

2. Names of the first 5 books of the Bible. 

3. The first 5 books are called: “Books of The _ _ _.”  In Hebrew: 

“The _ _ _ _ _.” 

4. The story of the first murder. 

5. The names of the 3 patriarchs and their primary wives. 

6. Name of Jacob’s son who had an important position in Egypt. 

7. He led the Hebrews out of Egypt. 

8. The 10 Commandments. 

9. 1 of the 2 books where the 10 Commandments are listed. 

10. The first 4 words of the Bible. (Revised Standard Version or King 

James Version) 

11. The Hymn Book of the Bible. 

12. The first 5 words of Psalm 23. 

13. The name of 2 major prophets.  (A major prophet wrote many 

chapters). 

14. The name of 2 minor prophets.  (A minor prophet wrote a few 

chapters). 

15. Israel’s most popular king. 

16. Names of the first 4 books of the New Testament. 

17. These first 4 books are called: The _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 

18. Names of 6 of the 12 Apostles (Disciples). 

19. The Apostle who once persecuted the church. 

20. The name of Jesus’ mother. 

21. The name of 2 of Jesus’ parables. 

22. The names of 3 of Paul’s letters. 

23. Name the last book of the Bible. (Look closely; it does NOT end 

with an “S.”) 

24. The city where Jesus was crucified. 

25. The 2 Greatest Commandments. 

Sunday, March 10 at 2 am 

https://www.freeiconspng.com/uploads/soup-png-transparent-pic-31.png
https://www.freeiconspng.com/uploads/soup-png-image-6.png
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SUMC will send a work team for 
the 13th consecutive year during 
the week of June 16—22. The 
program is designed for adults 
and older teens, and the cost per 

person is expected to be $375—$425, plus travel expenses.  

The Red Bird Mission, a United Methodist agency located in 
Kentucky in the heart of Appalachia, provides many 
opportunities for outreach and service to the surrounding 
economically challenged community. The Mission hosts work 
groups from all over who come to spend a week helping those 
in need by tackling home improvement projects. No special 
knowledge or skills are required, just the desire to be in 
service.  

There are also on-campus, light-duty tasks available for those 
who would like to help in ways that don’t include tools and 

manual labor.  

If you’ve been looking for a different kind of opportunity to 
serve as the hands and feet of Jesus, this might be your 
answer. If you would like to be part of the 2019 Red Bird 
Mission Team, we will need your commitment by early March 
and a 50% deposit by mid-March.  For more information, 
please contact Pam Honeychurch, Sandy Kuriger, Pat 

Grossarth, Kristine Swaney, Laura Hess, or Jenine Furry. 

RED BIRD MISSION TRIP ~~ SERVING IN APPALACHIA 

YELLOW DOT 

This program assists citizens in the "golden hour" of emergency care following a traffic crash when they may not be able to 
communicate their needs themselves. Placing a Yellow Dot decal in your vehicle's rear window alerts first responders to check 
your glove compartment for vital information to ensure you receive the medical attention you need. The program is a 
cooperative effort between PennDOT, the state departments of Health and Aging, the Pennsylvania State Police, the 

Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission, first responders, and local law enforcement. 

How Can Citizens Participate?  :Citizens complete a participation form online to have PennDOT mail them a Yellow Dot kit. Upon receipt, 
participants should complete the information section, which includes emergency contact information, medical history, medications, allergies, 
and doctors. A photo (showing only the head and shoulders) is then taped to the appropriate location inside the booklet. The kit should then be 
placed in the vehicle's glove compartment. The Yellow Dot decal is placed in the lower left corner of the participant’s rear windshield, no higher 

than 3 inches from the bottom.  More information may be found online at YellowDot.pa.gov. 

 Monday thru Saturday the building is locked. Please use the doorbell to gain entry. If you have a 
key, please use the office door only to enter – as all other doors in the church have their own per-

sonality and do not close securely. 

 When Pastor Russel and Pam are in the office, you may use the black box marked “office” which 
has an intercom, camera, and one-touch-entry system allowing visitors to be buzzed in at the 

office door. 

 All exterior doors have been rekeyed and we now have a tighter record keeping system in place 

to track who has keys.  

 All exterior doors are now numbered inside and out for identification for our internal use and for 

outside emergency responders.  

 We have trained members from each worship service who act as hospitality ambassadors (we refer to them as Guardians).  
You may see them walking around the ground or the building or intently staring at their phone or iPad in the back of the sanctu-
ary (they are monitoring the cameras positioned at each open door, Sundays only.  These folks will wear a name badge when 

on duty. 

 Evacuation sites have been secured if we ever need them on a given Sunday. Those sites are St. Stephen’s Church lobby, St. 
Matthew’s AME Zion Church on the corner of Walnut and Thorn and the Pastor’s front porch. Guardians will direct you to the 

safest evacuation route.  

 You can all be a part of our ministry as well- if you see something out of sorts or suspicious, let a Guardian know. And of 

course, please be mindful of your belongings and children.  

Any questions, please reach out to Sandra Lane ( 412) 841-7169 

https://nws.pennsylvania.egov.com/forms/penndot/yellowdotparticipation
http://www.yellowdot.pa.gov/


Welcoming Everyone (“WE”) is a local nonpartisan group that seeks to bring together people of different backgrounds 
in and around our Quaker Valley area. Their goal is to create opportunities for fellowship that will foster 
communication, understanding, caring, and respect for one another. The group feels that many of us are disheartened 
by the divisiveness of our society today. They believe that by creating ways that the community can come together, we 

will discover how much we all share regardless of our differences.  Sewickley UMC is a supporting organization.   

For more info: facebook.com/welcoming everyone. 
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March 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

          1 
7 PM AA 

2 

3 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Confirmation Class 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Youth Choir 

4 
7 PM Marketing 

Committee 

5 
7 PM Building of 

Faith Committee 

8 PM AA 

6 
6 PM Ash 

Wednesday 

Dinner 
7 PM Ash 

Wednesday 

Service 

7 
11 AM - 1 PM Salad 

Luncheon 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

8 
12 PM District UMW 

Leadership Team 

Meeting 
7 PM AA 

9 
6 PM Film Club 

10 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Confirmation Class 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Youth Choir 
6 PM Youth Group 

11 
6:30 PM Finance 

Committee 
6:30 PM Trustees 
8 PM Council 

Meeting 

12 
9:30 AM Bible 

Study 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

13 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

14 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

15 
7 PM AA 

16 
10 AM Girl Scout 

Event 

17 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Confirmation Class 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Youth Choir 
4 PM UMW Meeting 
5 PM Lenten Dinner & 

Program 

18 
7 PM Lenten Book 

Study 

19 
9:30 AM Bible 

Study 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

20 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

21 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

22 
7 PM AA 

23 
8 AM - 2 PM UMW 

Spring Day Apart--

Pittsburgh District 

Meeting 
10 AM Girl Scout 

Event 

24 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Confirmation Class 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Youth Choir 
5 PM Lenten Dinner & 

Program 

25 
7 PM Lenten Book 

Study 

26 
9:30 AM Bible 

Study 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

27 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

28 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

29 
7 PM AA 
7 PM - 9 AM Youth 

Group Lock In 

30 
10 AM Girl Scout 

Event 
10 AM Private Party 

31 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Confirmation Class 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Youth Choir 
5 PM Lenten Dinner & 

Program 

            

https://www.facebook.com/welcomingeveryone/

