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As I sit here at my computer keyboard, it is the day before my 

64th birthday. Wow! How is that even possible? Depending 

upon which shoes you are in, 64 is a youngster and for others, 

well, you are seen as “old as dirt.” 

There are so many thoughts swirling around in my head. Where 

has the time gone? It seems like only yesterday I was rocking 

my babies to sleep. It was only yesterday that I was telling them 

bedtime stories. It was only yesterday we found ourselves on 

bright sunny summer days swimming at the KOA campground 

playing Shamu. Of course I was Shamu and each of the girls 

would take their turn riding on Shamu’s back into the depths of 

the pool. I guess there is some truth to the saying that the older 

you get, the faster time seems to go by. Where has the time 

gone? 

The writer of Ecclesiastes reminds us that all time belongs to 

God…. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
To everything there is a season, 
And a time to every purpose under the heaven: 
A time to be born, a time to die; 
A time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; 
A time to kill, and a time to heal; 
A time to break down, and a time to build up; 
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
A time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones 

together; 
A time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
A time to get, and a time to lose; 
A time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
A time to rend, and a time to sew; 
A time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
A time to love, and a time to hate; 

A time of war, and a time of peace. 

Time is a gift from God. We measure time by our watches, 

seconds, minutes, and hours. We measure time by our 

calendars, days, weeks, months. 

Time is best measured in what we make of it. 

Henry Van Dyke writes…. 
Time is… 
Too slow for those who wait, 
Too swift for those who fear, 
Too long for those who grieve, 
Too short for those who rejoice, 
But for those who love, 

Time is Eternity. 

One of my favorite stories comes from the life of Elizabeth 

Barrett Browning. In her days as Elizabeth Barrett, she was 

known as the poor invalid of Wimpole Street, but then love 

broke through her despondent life in the person of Robert 

Browning. Because of his love, her life took on a new bloom 

and purpose. 

Elizabeth wrote this infamous poem to her husband:  “How Do I 

Love Thee?” 

How do I love thee? Let me count the ways…. 

Another of her infamous poems is “The Face of All the World” 

The face of all the world is changed, I think,  

Since first I heard the footsteps of thy soul  

Human love is powerful, life changing and life healing.  The loss 

of love is devastating and can be life threatening. 

George Mathesen, beloved clergyman of the Church of 

Scotland, was losing his sight until it disappeared altogether. 

Having been engaged, his fiancé decided not to marry a blind 

man, and out of the most severe mental suffering (his own 

words) he wrote the hymn: 

O love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in Thee; 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 

That in Thine oceans depths its flow may richer, fuller be. 

When human love abandoned him he wrote of his experience 

with Divine love, “A Love that will not let me go.” 

As we continue our journey through Lent, and soon will be 

revisiting the brutality of Holy Week, we once again get a 

glimpse of the Divine love, a love that is 
Continued next page 



sacrificial, a love that reassures us that nothing, absolutely 

nothing can ever separate us from the love of God through 

Christ Jesus. 

Henry Van Dyke is correct when he writes: “For those who love, 
time is eternity.” Age is just a number; time is nothing at all in 
the eyes of our God who has chosen to love us for all eternity, 

evidenced in the cross of Jesus. 

I invite you to walk with me through this most Holy Season as 

we embrace God’s love for all eternity. Thanks be to God! 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Russel 
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UMCOR SUNDAY (One Great Hour of Sharing) OFFERING – MARCH 11TH 

For more than 50 years, United Methodist congregations have been taking part in a special UMCOR Sunday offering, laying the foundation for 

UMCOR’s ministry of relief and hope.  Donations UMCOR receives through this offering, along with other undesignated gifts made throughout 

the year, cover UMCOR’S costs of doing business. Gifts like yours make it possible for UMCOR to use 100% of all other contributions on the 

projects the donors specify, instead of on administrative or fundraising costs.  UMCOR does not receive United Methodist World Service or 

apportionment funds, so without your offerings, UMCOR would not exist. 

Because UMCOR keeps operating costs under 10% of the total budget, undesignated gifts may actually exceed UMCOR’s administrative 

needs. When that happens, your support is channeled to under-funded programs, where they’re most needed. They also may be used to allow 

UMCOR to respond to disasters immediately after an event and before funds can be raised. 

Because of your donation on March 11th, UMCOR will be ready to respond in times of crisis. UMCOR will be able to offer aid in Jesus’ name to 

those who suffer because United Methodists give through UMCOR Sunday.   You may 

read stories of what UMCOR has been doing to be the hands and feet of Jesus to a 

hurting world via the UMCOR website.  UMCOR responses in 2017 include: Puerto Rico, 

Mexico. Northwest USA, Hurricane Maria areas, Hurricane Irma areas, Harvey areas, 

Lebanon (Syrian refugees), and Sierra Leone.  On March 11th, please give generously to 

UMCOR. Envelopes will be included in the bulletins on March 11th – or you can mark your 

check or envelope “UMCOR Sunday,” or you may give via EasyTithe, our electronic giving 

option. 

From The Pastor’s Heart, continued 

Everyone is invited to attend the 2018 World Day of Prayer on Friday, March 2 at the Antioch Baptist 
Church located at 332 Elizabeth Street in Sewickley. Elizabeth Street is near the YMCA building in the 

area of Little Way. The event starts at 1 pm.  Sandwiches and cookies are provided. 

The World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement led by Christian women who welcome you to 
join in prayer and action for peace and justice.  This year's program, entitled “All God's Creation is Very 
Good!” and based on Genesis 1:1-31, is written by women in Suriname.  The theme for the worship 

service urges us to evaluate how our actions affect our planet - one of our Lord's greatest creations. 

According to Wikipedia, Suriname, officially known as the Republic of Suriname, is a sovereign state on the northeastern Atlantic 
coast of South America. It is bordered by French Guiana to the east, Guyana to the west and Brazil to the south. At just under 
165,000 square kilometers (64,000 square miles), it is the smallest country in South America. Suriname has a population of 

approximately 558,368, most of whom live on the country's north coast, in and around the capital and largest city, Paramaribo. 

http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Resources/News-Stories
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Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities  - March 2018 

 

 

 

 

March 4, 2018 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Liturgist:  Mitch Hortert 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Exodus 20:1-17 Psalm 19 (UMH 750) 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 John 2:13-22 

March 11, 2018 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Sheltered with Love 
Handbell Choir during 11 am Service 

Liturgist:  Roger Thomas 

A/V:  Lou Ann Scott (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Numbers 21:4-9 Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (UMH 830) 

Ephesians 2:1-10 John 3:14-21 

 

 

 

 

March 18, 2018 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Liturgist:  Carole Ford 

A/V: Sandra Lane (9 am) / Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 Psalm 51:1-12 (UMH 785) 

Hebrews 5:5-10 John 12:20-33 

March 25, 2018 
Passion Sunday/ Palm Sunday 

Liturgist:  Willie Nicholson 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Liturgy of the Palms 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Mark 11:1-11 John 12:12-16 

Liturgy of the Passion 
Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 Mark 14:1-15:47 

FAITH, FOOD & FUN 

FOR EVERYBODY 

Our Lenten fellowship 

continues with Sunday 

night dinners at 5 pm 

and family programs at 6 pm.  

The programs are: 

 March 4 — Red Bird Special 

 March 11 — Children’s Pageant 

 March 18 — 5th Annual Family Feud 

 March 25 — Seder Dinner to celebrate 

Passover 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

Bible Study meets in the church library and 
is led by Pastor Russel.  For the 
convenience of those participating, there 
are two meeting times:  9:30 am and 7 pm.  
We meet September through May.  (If 

Quaker Valley schools have a snow delay or cancellation, 
Bible Study will be cancelled that day.)  Join us anytime! 

Church Office:  (412)741-9430 

Pastor’s Office:  (412)741-9433 

Parsonage:  (412)741-9679 

Cell Phone:  (412)735-5072 

Email:  pastor@sewickleyumc.org 

Pastor Russel has an open door policy.  Anyone wishing to speak to 
the pastor, is welcomed and encouraged to call.  You can reach him 

at these numbers. If there is an emergency, please call the 

parsonage regardless of the time. 
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

MONTHLY SALAD LUNCHEON — Our 
community Salad Luncheon is Thursday, 
March 1, from 11 am to 1 pm. Proceeds 
from our community luncheons support the 
General Fund.  Please consider donating 
your homemade salads for the luncheons. 
Salads should be brought to the Simpson Room by 10 am on 
the day of the luncheon. Want to volunteer to help? Volunteers 
are always welcome!  We’d love to see some new faces.  If you 
haven’t donated a salad in the past and need some guidance, 
or would like to volunteer, please contact Belinda Resler. 

Please join us on Saturday, March 10 at 
6 pm, when we gather to watch 
“Baseball's Last Hero: 21 Clemente 
Stories.”  The film dramatizes how the 
Hall of Famer faced racism, dedicated 
himself to humanitarian work, and died in 

a plane crash en route to Nicaragua to deliver supplies to 
earthquake victims in 1972. We meet in the parlor, and enjoy 
fellowship and discussion.  Everyone is welcome! 

BOOK CLUB BACK IN GEAR — After the 
winter hiatus, the Book Club will meet on 
Tuesday, March 6th, at 7 pm in the parlor. We 
will discuss be Two by Two by Nicholas Sparks. 

Come share an evening of fellowship. 

BIRTHDAY CLUB TIME TO FEED THE 
PIGGY — Tuesday, March 20 at noon, 
marks the bi-monthly lunch time gathering 
of ladies to celebrate all the March and 
April birthdays for church friends. Page 7 

of this newsletter has the March and April birthdays.  Bring your 
lunch.  Your loose change will help to fill up Miss Eleanor our 

piggy bank. 

LENTEN FINES 2018 — The Western PA 
Annual Conference has a strong 
connection with the Nyadire Connection 
(TNC) in Zimbabwe.  This year, Lenten 
Fines, which help us count our blessings, 
will be collected and applied to the Vision 
Program through TNC.  95% of the people in Nyadire have 
never had any help with their vision. Whether they are 8 or 88 
years old, no one has checked their eyesight or provided them 
with any vision care.  TNC’s vision team has conducted 
eyeglasses clinics that have served over 2,500 patients at 
Nyadire United Methodist Mission, and the more remote health 
clinic locations of Dendera and Nyahuku in Zimbabwe. The 
Lenten Fines will help continue this important work.  Lenten 
Fines should be brought to church by April 8th.  Lenten 

Calendars are available in the back of the sanctuary.   

CELEBRATING OUR 

GRADUATES 

We are looking for our church 
family High School and 
College graduates.  We will honor them during a worship 
service in June.  Please inform the church office, Sandra Lane 
or Warren Kinneer, of anyone not listed below who is a 2018 

graduate.   

Our high school graduates are Erik Johnston, Allison 
Lenhardt, Jarod Leonberg, Jacob McCoy, Felicity Moffett, 

Hailey Shaffer, and Emily Zeanchock. 

Katherine Burnett, Emily Erkert, Julia Gittins, Sydney 
Lane, Rebecca Lewis, Ciara Resler, Savannah Resler, and 

Ben Utterback are graduating from college. 

If a name is misspelled please notify us so we can make the 

correction.   Best wishes to all students. 

PUMPKIN PATCH NEWS 

It’s not TOO EARLY TO START THINKING ABOUT 
THIS YEAR'S Pumpkin Patch.  Our pumpkins are 
tentatively set to arrive on September 29th.  Time is yet 

to be determined.   

Lou Ann Scott is looking for a co-chair for the 
Pumpkin Patch.  Please contact her (412-983-8704) or 
Pastor Russel if you think you’d like to get more 

involved with our wonderful “orange” fundraiser.   

A Pumpkin Patch meeting will be 
scheduled in the near future.  New 
faces – New ideas!  Remember 
many hands make it easier on all 
involved and this fundraiser 
involves the WHOLE church.  We 

NEED YOU to make it a success! 

Welcome 

Steve & Cara Dotterer 

who joined 

Sewickley UMC 

on February 18 
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Many thanks to Pastor Russel for delivering the delicious turkey 
dinner to me.  It was as wonderful as ever.  Thank you to 
everyone who worked who so hard to prepare it.  I had two 

fantastic meals from it. 

Blessings,  

Atleah Grubb 

Dear SUMC Family, 

Joe and I want to thank you all for all your prayers, thoughts, 
cards and messages durin our illnesses and surgeries over the 
past year.  We believe in the power of your prayers and are 
thankful that we are both well on the way to good health. Thank 

you also for the wonderful turkey dinners—you are all amazing! 

With Gratitude, 

Don Thomas & Joe Lombardo 

Thank you!!  Many thanks to all members of our dedicated and 
hard working congregation for your help with our 70th Annual 
Turkey Dinner.  From the donations to your patronage at the 
dinner and all the work in preparation before 
and during Turkey Day, your efforts helped to 
make a positive impact on the community 
through hospitality, which is what we do best.  
Thanks so very much, 

Sandy, Belinda & Donna, TD Committee 

The UMW will meet on 
Sunday, March 4th at 4 
pm, one hour before the 
Lenten Dinner--in the 
Parlor.  All women are 
welcome to join us for this 

short business meeting. 

The UWM Spring Day Apart District Meeting will be held 
on Saturday, April 7th at the Coraopolis UMC beginning 
with registration at 8:30 AM and ending with lunch at 
Noon.  Anyone wishing to carpool should contact Kristine 
Swaney (412-741-2092) or Jim Hamilton (724-266-1473). 

 

 

 
 

Hurst & Diane Barley 3/19 

Cara & Steve Dotterer 3/21 

Bill & Laura Kuriger 3/25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Family of TJ Anderson 
Hurst Bartley 
Jack Certain 
John Chandler 
Rhonda Coles 
Dee Connelly 
Family of Donna Cymbalak 
Susan Dobbins 
Jack Dolin 

Jodi Dolin 
Steven Dolin 
Lou Egenlauf 
Dan Gittens 
Josie Greco 
Family of Jean Grigsby 
Atleah Grubb  
Family of Andreya 

Grzegorzewski 
George Hartman Sr.  
Laura Hertrick  
Jeff and Jodi 
Katherine Johnson 
Wayne Johnson 
Family of Joyce Jones 
Michael Labasik 

Katie Landis 
Lemasters Family 

(Debbie Chesney) 
Marian Lippert 
Family of Jim Liska 
Donna Macaul 
Reggie March 
Sara McCullough  
Brian McKay 
Rev. Bruce Merritt 
Don Moore 
Jack Morrow 
John and Sandy Nelson 
Margaret Pedee 
Jim Rogansky 
Doug Rummens 

Nick S. 
Mary Sardello 
Ed Sawhill 
Renee Shutak 
C.R. “Bob” Simpson 
Linda Sollinger 
John Sotirakis 
Will Stewart 
Bonnie Stoicovy 
Renee Tobias 
Don Walker 
Michael Woods 
Barry Yant 
Bob Yant 
Dana Yant 
Dennis Zeveny 

PLAYGROUND FENCE PICKETS FOR SALE 

Leave a lasting impression and show of support toward 

our church playground with an engraved fence picket. 

Details can be found on the order form located on the 

table in the back of the 

sanctuary. $50/picket. 

Return form to Sandra 

Lane by March 7. 
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Easter Flowers Order Form 

To sponsor flowers to adorn the chancel on Easter, please return your completed form to the 
church office on or before Sunday, March 18.  Please print when filing out the form.   

DO NOT PUT MONEY FOR EASTER FLOWERS IN WITH YOUR OFFERING.  PLEASE WRITE A SEPARATE CHECK OR 

PUT YOUR CASH PAYMENT IN A SEPARATE ENVELOPE MARKED “EASTER FLOWERS” 

 

Name:       Phone Number:   

  

Payment:      Cash   Amount:  _______    or   Check  # _________ Total Amount Enclosed:  _____________ 

  

Indicate below what type of plant(s) you will order:

 

 To be published in Easter Sunday’s Bulletin: 

In Honor of:     In Memory Of:     Given by:    

In Honor of:     In Memory Of:     Given by:    

In Honor of:     In Memory Of:     Given by:    

Do you wish to keep plant (s)?     Yes        No  If you do not wish to keep the plant, we will give it to a shut-in.   

 6 1/2”  Pot Mum @ $ 9.00 ea. # _____ of Plants 

Colors:   Yellow     White    Purple  

 6 1/2” Pot Easter Lilies @ $10.00 ea. # ______ of Plants 

Color:  White—1 stem, 3 blooms & up 

 6 1/2” Pot Hyacinths @ $10.00 ea. # ______ of Plants 

Colors:   White    Pink    Blue 

 6 1/2” Pot Tulips @ $10.00 ea. # ______ of Plants 

Colors:  Assorted Colors 

A WAY FORWARD: 

SCRIPTURE, JUSTICE, AND WESLEY 
Presented by Western Pennsylvania Reconciling Ministries 

March 17, 2018, 8:30 am–3:30 pm 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

1965 Ferguson Road Allison Park, PA 15101 

The keynote speaker is Bishop Charlene Kammerer.  She was 
the first woman elected to the episcopacy at the Southeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference in July 1996. She served in the 
Charlotte Area and Virginia Conference; retiring in September 

2012.  

This seminar is open to all persons who want to learn how the 
issues related to human sexuality are affecting the future of our 
church. Although this event will be an opportunity to openly learn 
and hear different perspectives, it may also offer affirmations of 

long-held, heartfelt beliefs. 

The day will be challenging! We encourage lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, and queer+ (LGBTQ+) persons to attend. 

We hope LGBTQ+ family members, spouses, friends, and allies 
will participate.  We welcome people who are wrestling with 
inclusion and exclusion issues. We invite those who are 
struggling with their conscience regarding the acceptance of all 

God’s people.  

Accept the challenge and come with an open heart and an open 
mind. Come not to argue or to convince others; come and be 
open to the Spirit’s movement.  We in Western PA have a great 
deal to share with our church. Let’s find that common thread we 

can all hold onto as we walk together into the future. 

As we struggle with the future of The United Methodist Church, 
WPA Reconciling Ministries is striving to provide information 
about the various issues we are facing as a denomination.  We 
want to boldly address the theological and biblical perspectives 
surrounding A Way Forward  for our church. It is time to openly 

discuss our questions. 

The cost is $25 until March 1 and $30 after March 2.  
Includes salad smorgasbord lunch.  For more information or to 

register, click here or check with Pastor Russel or the office. 

http://www.stpaulsumc.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/WPA-Reconciling-Ministries-Seminar-Brochure-2.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjA9MbH1_vYAhUCTt8KHWzrBmYQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Frmnetwork.org%2Fresources%2Fdownloads%2F&psig=AOvVaw2mUXzD2Cu67t2jK_hHojhZ&ust=1517264132565849
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SOUP & HUMMUS SALE FOR MISSIONS 

This month’s sale is a fundraiser for the Red Bird Mission Team. 

Give your order to the office or put it in the offering plate. 

Name:   ___________________________    Phone Number:  _____________________________  

Payment:    Cash Amount:  ______  or   Check (made to SUMC) # ________ Total Amount Enclosed:  ______________ 

 

 

 

 

Choices 

(Pickup at church April 5—8) 

Indicate quantity below 

$9 Quart $6 Pint 

Chicken Gnocchi Soup   

Beef Barley Vegetable Soup   

Southwestern Bean Soup (vegetarian)   

BBQ Wings & Drumsticks (3 each) $5 

Please write to our Shut-Ins 
and keep them in your 

prayers.  The church office 
can provide you with contact 

information. 

Marge Anderson 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

 

Joe & B.J. Manzinger 

Pat Rudy 

Rachel Shuluga 

 

Patricia Smith 

Helen Smouse 

Shirley Sye 

Orders are due by Sunday, 
March 25 and will be ready 
for pickup April 5. Include 

payment with your order or 
pay when you pickup your 

soup or hummus. 

If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list, 
please let the office know.  We don’t want to leave anyone out of special wishes.  
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PALM/PASSION SUNDAY — March 25 

On Palm Sunday, Christians celebrate the triumphal entry of Jesus 
into Jerusalem, the week before his death and resurrection. Jesus 
traveled to Jerusalem, knowing that this journey would end in his 
sacrificial death on the cross for the sins of humankind.  Palm/Passion 
Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, which concludes on 
Easter Sunday. The biblical account of Palm Sunday is found in 
Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; and John 12:12-19. 
Palm Sunday commemorates the fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9: “Rejoice 
greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king 
comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”    

As Jesus entered the city, people threw down their cloaks on the path 
where Jesus rode as an act of homage and submission. They shouted 
“Hosanna” and waved palm branches and placed them before Jesus.  
The palm branches symbolized goodness and victory, and the shouts 
of “Hosanna” were often used to express adoration, praise or joy. In 
this setting, it is an appeal for deliverance…a plea for salvation.  The 
joy and celebration of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem quickly 
turned ugly, and the horrific suffering (mental, emotional and physical) 
comes on the heels of joy and celebration.  The Passion of Christ was 
not always tied with Palm Sunday, but because people do not often 
attend Holy week services, the two have been combined. The passion 

narratives are often read on this Sunday. 

We will observe Palm/Passion Sunday at both our 9 am Contemporary 
Service and our 11 am Traditional Service.  Both services will begin 
with the celebratory observance of Palm Sunday. The services will 
then move into the Passion of the Christ.  The Contemporary Service 
will include the Passion Narratives with song.  The Traditional Service 
will observe the Passion of Jesus through the Cantata: “The Living 
Last Words” by Ruth Schram. The Chancel Choir will be joined by the 

Wesley Chorale in this performance. 

HOLY THURSDAY (MAUNDY THURSDAY) — March 29 

Holy Thursday is the beginning of the three day celebration of 
Easter—the most important time of the year for Christians. This period 
(The Triduum or The Three Days) is one big celebration, remembering 
the Last Supper, the crucifixion and the death of Jesus, and the 
Resurrection to new life.  On this day, Christians remember the Last 
Supper of Jesus Christ with his disciples. This meal was the ancient 
celebration of the Passover meal - the meal which Jewish people 
share together to celebrate the time when God delivered Moses and 

God’s people from slavery in Egypt.  

The night of Holy Thursday is the night on which Jesus was betrayed 
by Judas in the Garden of Gethsemane.  The word “Maundy” is 
derived from the Latin word “mandatum,” meaning a commandment. 

Jesus Christ, at the Last Supper, commanded:  

‘And now I give you a new commandment: love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another.’ John 13:34-35 

This commandment was given during the Last Supper when Jesus 

washed his disciples’ feet, an act of servitude.  

We will observe Holy/Maundy Thursday at a 7 pm service with the 

celebration of the Holy Eucharist. 

GOOD FRIDAY/HOLY FRIDAY — March 30 

This is the day on which we commemorate the passion/suffering and 
death of Jesus on the cross. Many Christians spend this day in fasting, 
prayer, repentance, and meditation on the agony and suffering of 
Christ on the cross. The biblical account of Jesus’ death on the cross, 
or crucifixion, his burial and his resurrection, or raising from the dead, 
can be found in the following passages of Scripture: Matthew 27:27-

28:8; Mark 15:16-16:19; Luke 23:26-24:35; and John 19:16-20:30. 

Why is Good Friday referred to as “good”? Why not call it “Bad Friday” 
or “Sorrowful Friday”? Some believe Good Friday is derived from 
“God’s Friday.” Regardless of the origin, the name Good Friday is 
entirely appropriate because of the suffering and death of Jesus, as 
horrific as it was, marked the dramatic culmination of God’s plan to 
save God’s people from their sins. What the Jewish authorities and 
Romans did to Jesus was definitely not good. However, the results of 
Christ’s death are very good! God demonstrates God’s own love for us 
in this: “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8).  
On Good Friday, we remember the day Jesus willingly suffered and 

died by crucifixion as the ultimate sacrifice for our sins. 

Our Good Friday Service begins at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
(616 Washington Street, Sewickley) at 11:30 am with a brief prayer 
service, followed by the procession to Saint Andrew’s, where prayers 
will be offered.  The procession will continue through Sewickley with 
prayers for all of the local churches, ending at our church, where the 
service will continue with the dramatic reading of the crucifixion 
narrative. Those who do not wish to walk the procession may meet at 

our church at noon. 

EASTER SUNDAY — April 1 

This is the day we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior. 
The word “Easter” does not appear in the Bible and no early church 
celebrations of Christ’s resurrection are mentioned in Scripture. 
Easter, like Christmas, is a tradition that developed later in church 
history.  Most reference books say that the name “Easter” derived from 
the Eastre, the Teutonic goddess of Spring. For this reason some 
prefer to use the term “Resurrection Sunday” rather than Easter.  In 
Western Christianity, Easter Sunday can fall anywhere between March 
22 and April 25. Easter is a movable feast, always celebrated on the 

Sunday immediately following the Paschal Full Moon. 

EASTER CELEBRATIONS 

Ecumenical Sunrise Service at 6:30 am in the chapel at the 

Sewickley Cemetery.  

9 am Contemporary and 11 am Traditional…. Easter is the 
celebration of the Good News of God’s never ending love, 
demonstrated in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The 
traditional service will feature the chancel choir, and a brass ensemble 
under the direction of Brad Jones.  The Halleluiah Chorus will climax 

the Easter Celebration. 

Come celebrate Him, as we lift our hearts and voices in uplifting music 

and preaching. 



MARCH 2018 MINUTES 

(9) 

 

EASTER BAG – SMALL FAMILY 
Serves 2-4 people 

All items must be non-perishable 

 2 cans of vegetables 

 1 muffin or roll mix 

 1 large or 2 small boxes of Jello 

 1 can of fruit 

 1 Cake mix 

 1 Can of Icing  

 1 Boxed potatoes (mashed, scalloped, au gratin, etc.) 

 1 Egg Dye kit 

 1 Small bottle of vinegar (for dyeing eggs) 

 2 bags of Easter candy 

 1 Dozen plastic Easter eggs 

EASTER BAG – LARGE FAMILY 
Serves 5-8 people 

All items must be non-perishable 

 4 cans of vegetables 

 2 muffin or roll mix 

 2 large or 4 small boxes of Jello 

 2 cans of fruit 

 1 Cake mix 

 1 Can of Icing  

 2 Boxed potatoes (mashed, scalloped, au gratin, etc.) 

 1 Egg Dye kit 

 1 Small bottle of vinegar (for dyeing eggs) 

 4 bags of Easter candy 

 2 Dozen plastic Easter eggs 

EASTER FOOD BAGS FOR SEWICKLEY COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY 

Sewickley UMC is collecting Easter Bags for the food pantry.  Please take a bag with “grocery list” 

attached (see display table in sanctuary) or use a list from below —some are for small families, some for 

larger families.  Purchase the items listed and return the filled bag to church .  In addition, SUMC is 

accepting cash donations in order to provide each family with a Giant Eagle gift card, with which the 

family may purchase perishable items such as ham and eggs.  Completed Easter Bags and cash 

donations are needed by Sunday, March 25th.   You may include your cash donation with your regular offering – please mark “Easter 

Bags.” 
FOOD PANTRY EASTER BAGS GROCERY LISTS 

Print out at home and attach to your own bag. 

Pastor Russel’s Easter Bread 

(benefits the General Fund) 

Name:   ________________________________  Phone Number:   ___________________________________  

I will:   pay now      pay when I pickup my bread   (Bread will be ready to pickup in the afternoon/evening on the day it is made) 

Payment:    Cash Amount:  _______  or   Check (made to SUMC) # ____________ Total Enclosed:  ______________ 

 

Number of Loaves (1 pound loaf / $6 each)  ___________  

Do you want icing?  Yes   /   No  

Number of Loaves (2 pound loaf / $10 each)  ___________  

Do you want icing?  Yes   /   No 

Order by April 3 for Aril 7 pickup 

Circle the date you 

would like your bread: 

Friday, March 16 

(order due 3/13)  

Monday, March 19 

(order due 3/16)  
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CALLING ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH!!! 

KID’S NIGHT OUT is held on Tuesdays starting at 6 pm.  All 
children and youth, kindergarten through high school are welcome.  
Bill Utterback and Susie Moffett lead the children, and Aimee Scott 
and Johnathan Burnett lead the youth.  Wilma and Rev. Jim 
Hamilton also help lead the programming and Donna Sawhill leads 
the dinner crew. (If Quaker Valley schools have a snow 
cancellation, KNO will be cancelled that evening.) Invite a friend 

and come and be prepared for an evening of . . . 

Fun, food and fellowship 

Activities and recreation 

Inspiring dialogue 

Teaching God’s Word 

Holy experiences 

Here’s the schedule: 

Elementary aged 
kids 

6:00—6:45 
Bible Study 

6:45—7:30 
Crafts and games 

Middle School 
Youth 

6:00—7:15 
Youth Group/ 
Bible Study 

7:15—8:00 
Wesley Chorale 

High School 
Youth 

6:00—7:15 
Youth Group/ 
Bible Study 

7:15—8:00 
Wesley Chorale 

 2018 Budget 
Budgeted 

to Date 
January Year-to-date 

Expenses  263,889.67  21,238.42  23,597.01  23,597.01 

Receipts  263,893.00  19,261.23  17,493.13  17,493.13 

Overage (Deficit)  3.33  (1,977.19)  (6,103.88)  (6,103.88) 

Here’s a summary 

of the latest  

Treasurer’s Report. 

Pam Honeychurch, 

Treasurer 

SUNDAY SCHOOL — CLASSES FOR EVERYONE! 

Sunday School, under the direction of Christian Education Directors Rev. Jim and Wilma Hamilton, is held 

each Sunday at 10 am.  Everyone, preschool through adult, is encouraged to join in study, discussion and 

fellowship.  Below is a list of the classes, along with locations and leaders.  All of the children and youth 

classes meet in the Sunday School rooms in the basement, with the preschool meeting in the nursery. 

Preschool 

Susie Moffett 

Kindergarten & 
1st and 2nd Grades 

Bill Utterback & Rev. Jim Hamilton 

3rd, 4th and 5th Grades 

Roberta Davis & Wilma Hamilton 

Middle School 
Rev. Barry Lewis & Johnathan 

Burnett 

High School 

Jack Moffett & Mitch Hortert 

“Explorers” (in the Library) 

Roger Thomas and Mark Benjamin 

Focuses on Biblical study 

“Searching for Jesus” (in the Parlor) 

Bola & Willie Nicholson 

Focuses on contemporary Christian issues 

Congratulations to Amy and Katie Napierkowski 

who were married on February 17, 2018, at the Phipps 

Conservatory and Botanical Gardens in Pittsburgh 
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We have partnered with “easyTithe” to 
offer online giving to our church family.  
Those who choose to give in this way 
can create a secure account from via 
easyTithe and set up recurring giving 
with selected funds, frequency, and amount.  easyTithe allows you to securely give via your bank account 
or credit/debit card.  You can give online by visiting the giving page on our website.  

You can also give via the easyTithe Mobile App. It is a simple as downloading the app to your smartphone 
and setting up your profile information in just a couple of steps.  Once setup, you can choose to make a 
one-time donation or set up recurring giving. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1 
11 AM - 1 PM Salad 

Luncheon 

6:15 PM Handbells 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

2 
7 PM AA 

3 

4 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
9:30 AM Youth Choir 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Turkey Dinner Team 

Meeting 
5 PM Lenten Dinner & Program 

5 

7 PM Worship 

Committee 

Meeting 

6 
6 PM Kid's Night Out 
7 PM Book Club 
7:15 PM Wesley 

Chorale 

8 PM AA 

7 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

7 PM Bible Study 

8 
6:15 PM Handbells 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

9 
7 PM AA 

10 
9 AM Western PA 

UM History & 

Archive 

Commission 

Meeting 
6 PM Film Club 

11 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
9:30 AM Youth Choir 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
5 PM Lenten Dinner & Program 

12 
6:30 PM Finance 

Committee 

6:30 PM Trustees 
8 PM Council 

Meeting 

13 
6 PM Kid's Night Out 
7:15 PM Wesley 

Chorale 

8 PM AA 

14 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

7 PM Bible Study 

15 
6:15 PM Handbells 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

16 
7 PM AA 

17 

18 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
9:30 AM Youth Choir 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
5 PM Lenten Dinner & Program 

19 20 
12 PM Birthday 

Lunch 

6 PM Kid's Night Out 
7:15 PM Wesley 

Chorale 

8 PM AA 

21 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

7 PM Bible Study 

22 
6:15 PM Handbells 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

23 
7 PM AA 

24 

25 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
9:30 AM Youth Choir 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
5 PM Lenten Dinner & Program 

26 27 
8 PM AA 

28 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

29 
7 PM Maundy 

Thursday Service 

30 
11:30 AM Good 

Friday Service 

7 PM AA 

31 
10 AM - 5 PM Private 

Party 

As the congregation engages in the reflection that accompanies the Lenten 

season, we are preparing a cantata to be performed on Palm Sunday 

(March 25). We are looking for a few more enthusiastic singers to join us 

on Thursday evenings at 7:30 in the sanctuary. Make a joyful noise unto 

the Lord!  See Matt McTeague if you have any questions. 

https://www.sewickleyumc.org/

