
SEWICKLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

From The Pastor’s Heart 

June 2018 Minutes 

I came across the following quote among my many funeral resources: “I believe the 

hardest part of healing after you’ve lost someone you love is to recover the ‘you’ 

that went away with them.”  I do not know the author, but during this personal 

season of grief, I find myself intimately identifying with his/her words.  

As so many of you know, grief can be a violent and turbulent journey with 

unexpected twists and turns. One moment you are smiling as you recall precious 

memories, and the next you are a weeping mess with your heart aching over the 

loss of your loved one. 

Grief is perhaps the greatest teacher known to humankind. It comes at a very steep 

price. Grief teaches us perspective, patience, love like never before, kindness, 

tolerance, acceptance, appreciation for the present moment, and so much more. 

Grief never ends, but it changes. It’s a passage, not a place to stay. Grief is neither a 

sign of weakness nor a lack of faith. It is the price of love. 

Words fall short in conveying my gratitude for your unwavering support and love 

during our season of grief in the passing of my beloved mother. Your many 

expressions of love are greatly appreciated and will forever be in my heart. 

My grief however is mingled with rejoicing as I am reminded of God’s Good News as boldy told in two of my mother’s 

favorite hymns. The first is found in verse three of Natalie Sleeth’s “Hymn of Promise”: 

In our end is our beginning; in our time infinity; In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

I also find comfort in Gloria and Bill Gaither’s words of grace and reassurance in their hymn: “Because He Lives.” 

God sent his Son, they called him Jesus; He came to love, heal, and forgive; 
He lived and died to buy my pardon, an empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives. 

Because he lives, I can face tomorrow; Because he lives, all fear is gone; 
Because I know he holds the future, and life is worth the living just because he lives. 

And then one day I’ll cross the river; I’ll fight life’s final war with pain; 
And then as death gives way to victory, I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll know he reigns. 

Because he lives, I can face tomorrow; Because he lives, all fear is gone; 
Because I know he holds the future, and life is worth the living just because he lives. 

Forever Grateful, 

 

Pastor Russel 



JUNE 2018 MINUTES 

(2) 

Katherine Burnett will graduate in December 2018 
from Waynesburg University with a B.S. in nursing. 

Emily Erkert graduated on May 5 from Penn State 
with a B.S. in IST Cyber Security Risk Analysis and a 
B.A. in Criminology. She is moving to Washington, 
DC to begin her career. 

Julia Gittins graduated on May 11 from Duquesne 
University with a B.S. in International Business and 
Health Care Supply Chain, and a minor in German.  
On June 4, she will begin working at ECRI Institute, 
a nonprofit healthcare research and safety company 
in Plymouth Meeting, PA, near Philadelphia, as a 
Medical Supply Specialist. 

Mitchell Hortert was awarded a master’s in Social 
Work from the University of Pittsburgh on April 26. 

Eric Johnston will graduate from Quaker Valley 
High School on June 11 and then will take a gap 
year.   

Allison L. graduates from Quaker Valley High 
School on June 11.  She will be attending the 
University of Dayton to pursue a degree in 
engineering. 

Jarod Leonberg is graduating from Freedom High 
School on June 1.  While at Freedom HS, he learned 
welding at Beaver Valley Career Technology.  Jarod 
has enlisted in the United States Marine Corp and is 
scheduled to attend basic training in the fall and then 
train to be an Explosion Engineer. 

Rebecca Lewis graduated on May 12 from the 
Honor's College at Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania with a degree in Dietetics and 
Nutrition, and a minor in Chemistry.  She begins a 
yearlong internship in Oklahoma City this summer, 
and hopes her final rotation will be in the Pittsburgh 
area.  Rebecca hopes to work as registered dietitian 
in the Pittsburgh area.  

Jacob McCoy will graduate from Quaker Valley High 
School on June 11.  He has enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corp and is scheduled to begin basic 
training in the fall and will then train to be a Tank 
Crewman. 

Felicity Moffett will graduate from Quaker Valley 
High School on June 11.  She will be attending 
Chatham University’s accelerated master’s program 
in food science, majoring in sustainability. 

Ciara Resler graduated from Grove City College on 
May 18 with a bachelor’s degree in Communications.  
In the fall, she plans to attend Duquesne University 
to pursue a Master’s in Education while working as a 
nanny to help finance her education.   

Savannah Resler graduated on May 18 from Grove 
City College.  She received a B.S. in Marketing and 
a minor in Spanish.  In July she is moving to 
Phoenix, Arizona, where she work in the marketing 
department at Liftable Media. 

Hailey Shaffer graduated from Ambridge High 
School on May 31.  She has been accepted to 
Geneva College where she plans to earn a degree in 
nursing. 

Ben Utterback received degrees in information 
technology and finance from the Integrated Business 
and Engineering honors program at Lehigh 
University on May 20.  Ben accepted a position as 
an information systems analyst with Ernst & Young 
in New York City. 

Emily Zeanchock will graduate from Quaker Valley 
High School on June 11.  In the fall, she will begin a 
5-year Physician Assistant Program at Seton Hill 
University. 

We will honor our high school 
and college graduates during 

the worship services on June 3. 
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Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities  - June 2018 

June 3, 2018 
Second Sunday After Pentecost 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Liturgist:  Travis Sollinger 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
1 Samuel 3:1-20 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854) 
2 Corinthians 4:5-12 

Mark 2:23-3:6 

June 10, 2018 
Third Sunday After Pentecost 

Sheltered with Love 

Liturgist:  Donna Sawhill 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed (9 am) / Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
1 Samuel 8:4-20 (11:14-15) 

Psalm 138 (UMH 853) 
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

Mark 3:20-35 

June 17, 2018 
Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

Father’s Day 

Liturgist:  Matthew McAliley 

A/V:  Lou Ann Scott (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 

Psalm 20 or Psalm 72 (UMH 795) 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13), 14-17 

Mark 4:26-34 

June 24, 2018 
Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 

Liturgist:  Barry Lewis 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed (9 am) / Andrea Lewis (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49 

Psalm 9:9-20 (UMH 744) 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

Mark 4:35-41 

CELEBRATE YOUR IDENTITY 
BECAUSE WE ARE “ALL” CLAIMED 

AS GOD’S BELOVED CHILDREN 

The Sewickley United Methodist Church 

will host a worship service on Sunday, 

June 24, at 6 pm, in the sanctuary, 

celebrating diversity and God’s 

unconditional love for all.   

Friends and allies are encouraged to attend, supporting our 

LGBTQ community. 

Rev. Marilyn Evans, retired United Methodist pastor, will bring 

the evening message.  Our praise band, Leap of Faith, will bring 

the celebratory music for the evening. 

A time of refreshment and fellowship will follow the service. 

Please write to our Shut-Ins and 

keep them in your prayers.  The 

church office can provide you with 

contact information. 

Marge Anderson 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Joe & B.J. Manzinger 

Pat Rudy 

Patricia Smith 

Helen Smouse 

Bonnie Stoicovy 

Shirley Sye 
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

MONTHLY SALAD LUNCHEON — Our 
June Luncheon is Thursday, June 7 from 
11 am to 1 pm. Proceeds support the 
General Fund.  Please consider donating 
your homemade salads for the salad 
luncheon as we have been low on 
donations. Salads should be brought to the Simpson Room by 
10 am on the day of the luncheon. They may also be brought 
on Wednesday evening during the Leap of Faith practice.  Want 
to volunteer to help? Volunteers are always welcome!  Belinda 
Resler, our luncheon coordinator, has suggested salads if 
you are looking for guidance.  If you would like to donate an 
item, or would like to volunteer to work at our luncheons, please 
contact Belinda.  This is our final luncheon until September. 

CAMPERSHIPS READY FOR YOUTH 
— Fantastic camp experiences are 
available for children, youth and families 
at the three wonderful United Methodist 
Camps in Western PA:  Wesley Woods, 
Camp Allegheny, and Jumonville.  

Brochures for each are available in the back of the sanctuary.  
Thanks to the generosity of those who came to the Lenten 
dinners, $100 camperships are available for our children and 
youth who plan to attend a United Methodist camp this summer. 
Please contact Pam Honeychurch to arrange for your child’s 

campership.   

LEAP OF FAITH CONCERT — Come to Fern 
Hollow Nature Center (1901 Glen Mitchell 
Road, Sewickley) for their Summer Celebration 
on Friday, June 22, 5-8 pm. Bring a picnic and 
camp chairs and enjoy the beautiful outdoors 
while listening to some great music from our 
very own worship team.  Tickets at the door are 

$7/person, $20/family (free to FHNC members). 

ANNUAL SHOE DRIVE – It is 
not too late to bring your new 
and gently used CLEAN shoes 
(pairs only) to help EUMA (Erie 
United Methodist Alliance) with 
its Annual Shoe Drive. 
Sewickley UMC will collect until 
June 3rd.  For ease of 

collection, kits are available at the information table at the back 
of the sanctuary.  Either tie laces of shoe pairs or use the 
included rubber bands to match pairs.  Place up to 25 pairs in 
the provided bag.  Return bag with paired shoes to church.  
Collection boxes are in in Simpson Room and in the church 
basement.  Feel free to share collection kits with friends, 
neighbors, and family.  The more unwanted shoes cleared from 

closets, the more mission support funding is generated! 

WPAUMC ANNUAL CONFERENCE (AC) 2017 
MISSION COLLECTION – HYGIENE KITS - 
Help replenish hygiene kits at Eastbrook Mission 
Barn, our Annual Conference UMCOR satellite, 
by donating toward the purchase of items for the 
hygiene kits.  Hygiene kits contain a washcloth, 
soap, hand towel, comb, adult toothbrush, and a 
nail clipper.  Toothpaste is added at the time of distribution.  
Over 300 hygiene kits were recently distributed to persons 
displaced by landslides in Western Pennsylvania.  To be ready 
to respond at all times, Eastbrook Mission Barn and other 
UMOCR locations need congregations to provide kits.  Your 
Outreach Committee has already done the shopping; it needs 
your help to fund the cost plus provide the $2/kit for toothpaste 
and shipping.  You may mark your gift “Hygiene Kits” and 
include with your regular offering; or you may use EasyTithe to 

give electronically. 

UMCOR UPDATE – While 
UMCOR will continue to respond 
to relief needs around the world 

and will continue its ongoing missions, UMCOR’s approach has 
changed with regards to sourcing supplies needed in other 
countries.  Instead of shipping goods from the United States to 
other countries, which has the potential to harm local 
economies in those countries, UMCOR will purchase needed 
supplies in the country in which it is operating.  UMCOR works 
with local United Methodist churches, ACT Alliance, 
ecumenical, and interfaith partners to respond to disasters. As 
part of a comprehensive disaster response strategy, UMCOR 
coaches these partners to purchase local materials that are 
appropriate to the context. This is consistent with best practices 
and accountability standards. This change means that UMCOR 
will only collect three types of relief kits (Cleaning, Hygiene and 
School Kits), and has updated the lists of items included in 

these kits.   

THE NYADIRE CONNECTION (TNC) 
AND HOME OF HOPE (HOH) UPDATE 
– The $20,000 fundraising goal was 
met!  As pledged, the team chairing the 
HOH spent a day at the McKeesport Healthy Village Learning 
Institute working on various projects.  It will be exciting to see 
the HOH occupy the new orphanage; updates on The Nyadire 
Connection can be found on Facebook or www.nyadire.org.  
Recent developments include a solar-powered sewing machine 
(developed by Grove City College students), two new doctors at 
the Nyadire Hospital, and prototype “hippo water roller” which 
will enable larger volumes of water to be transported (instead of 
smaller amounts on one’s head)!  You may always donate to 

TNC via Sewickley UMC offering or via EasyTithe. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY FOOD PANTRY – Look for 
the cart in the sanctuary on June 24th.  With 
children out of school for the summer – consider 
purchasing peanut butter, jelly, macaroni and 
cheese, juice, and other nutritious kid-friendly 

foods for June’s collection.   

SEWICKLEY UMC DISASTER 
EARLY RESPONDERS NEED 
YOUR HELP – The Outreach 
Committee thanks Jenine Furry  
and Pam Honeychurch for 
becoming certified Early 
Response Team (ERT) Leaders.  They both are now trained to 
be early responders to disasters.  They will gain some 
experience by joining other teams, before leading teams on their 
own.  In order to provide rapid response to requests for such 
things as flood clean ups, Pam and Jenine, along with the 
Outreach Committee, are compiling a list of persons willing to 
also respond to disasters.  While most of the help needed in 
such circumstances is physical labor, there is also a need, at 
times, for volunteers to listen to those affected or to provide food 
and beverages to responders and those affected.  Please 
contact Pam, Jenine or Martha Boward if you would like to learn 
more or to add your contact information to the responders’ list.  
Being on the list does not require you to respond every time that 
there is a call, but having a list of willing volunteers will enable 
Sewickley UMC and our ERT Leaders to reach out as quickly as 

possible. 

AT THE LAKE MINISTRIES UPDATE – 
At this point last year, SUMC participated in the Float the Boat 
fundraiser for the At the Lake Ministries.  In recent weeks, the 
“Jo-ann M” was put into Lake Erie for some required tests. The 
ministry team continues final preparations to get the boat ready 
for its passengers and awaits Coast Guard approval.  At The 
Lake Ministries, conceived in 2016 to serve individuals with 
special needs and their families, will launch in mid-summer 
2018, offering fishing/boating experiences on Lake Erie.  For the 
latest information, visit atthelakeministries.com or its Facebook 
page.  You may certainly still contribute financially to this exciting 
new ministry; either by marking your gift accordingly and 
including it with your regular offering or using electronic giving 

via EasyTithe.   

HAVE PLASTIC PLANT POTS/TRAYS/ 
PLANTERS/TAGS AND WANT TO 
RECYCLE THEM?  Lowe’s Garden 
Centers will take them!   Lowe's recycled 
230,000 pounds of plastic in just three 
months during a pilot test in which 22 
stores collected plastic pots, trays and 

tags that are used with live nursery items. Following that 
success, Lowe's expanded the program to all stores in the 
continental United States. This program makes it easy for 
consumers to return plastic plant trays, pots and tags, regardless 
of condition and regardless of where consumers purchase the 
plant. Once the pots and trays are returned to the store, they are 
picked up by local vendors and sorted. The reusable material is 
sterilized and reintroduced to the production cycle. Serviceable 
trays are recovered and reused in the growing, shipping and sale 
of live plants. Material not deemed reusable is crushed, banded 

and sent for recycling. 

WPAUMC CAMPING INITIATIVE – 
During her Day on the Pittsburgh District, 
Bishop Moore-Koikoi updated attendees 
at the evening session held at Sewickley 
UMC.  The Camping Initiative has set a 5-year goal of raising 
$5,000,000 for Western Pennsylvania camps, retreats, The 
Healthy Village Learning Institute, and the At the Lake Ministries.  
All are working through programming, staff development, and 
use of their facilities to address the Five Areas of Focus:  
Developing principled Christian leaders; promoting abundant 
health, dismantling racism; creating new places for new people 
and renewing congregations, and engaging in ministry with the 
poor.  WPAUMC clergy have been asked to make a financial 
pledge to the Camping Initiative by Annual Conference in June.  
Additionally, some congregations have launched pilot 
campaigns; the conference-wide campaign will kick off in the fall.  
Already, some corporate donations have been pledged or 
received for this initiative.  A portion of the campaign will provide 
greater campership opportunities, while the other portion will 
provide for capital improvements at the various facilities.  
Already, the initiative is offering small church grants for 
attendance at WPAUMC’s camps by children of those small 

congregations.    

NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 
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When you hear the term “annual 
conference,” it could be referring to any 
one of three things. The annual conference 
is a regional body, an organizational unit 
AND a yearly meeting. 

Regional body 

The annual (sometimes referred to as 
‘regional’) conference is described by the 
church's Constitution and (other parts of 
the) Book of Discipline as the “basic unit” 
of the church. 

In the United States, an annual conference 
may cover an entire state, only part of the 
state, or even parts of two or more states. 
There are also three missionary 
conferences in the United States, which 
rely upon the denomination as a whole for 
funding. 

The United States has 57 annual conferences, supervised by 46 
bishops. There are 76 annual conferences in Africa, Europe, and 
the Philippines, which are supervised by 20 bishops. 

Organizational body 

In the U.S., the annual conference has a central office and 
professional staff that coordinate and conduct ministry and the 
business of the conference. It likely has a director of connectional 
ministries, treasurer, directors of program areas (such as camping), 
communications director, and other staff as deemed appropriate for 
the annual conference and as required by the Book of Discipline. 
Clergy and laypersons may also serve on conference boards, 
commissions and committees. 

Annual Conference sessions 

Each year an equal number of clergy members 
and lay members attend their conference's Annual 
Conference session for worship, fellowship, and to 
conduct the business of the conference, which 
may last 3-5 days. During these sessions, 
members of the conference hear reports of past 
and ongoing work; adopt future goals, programs 
and budgets; ordain clergy members as deacons 
and elders; and elect delegates to Jurisdictional 
and General Conferences (every 4 years). The 
bishop presides over these meetings. 

Sewickley United Methodist Church is part of the 
Northeastern Jurisdiction, which includes all of the 
UMCs of Connecticut, District of Columbia, 
Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Vermont and West Virginia.  Within 
the Jurisdiction, we are part of The Western 

Pennsylvania Conference, which is made up of about 800 local 
churches in 23 western Pennsylvania counties.  The Western 
Pennsylvania Conference is further broken down into 10 districts, 
Sewickley UMC being part of the Pittsburgh District. 

The Annual Conference of the Western Pennsylvania Conference 
is taking place June 6 – 9 at Grove City College.  We will be 
represented by Pastor Russel and our Lay Member to Annual 
Conference, Martha Boward.  Lay Equalization Members from our 
congregation are Wilma Hamilton and Roger Thomas.  Lay 
Equalization members help balance out the number of laity with 
clergy. 

Please be in prayer for our Annual Conference and all present as 

they meet at Grove City College. 

KANE 

ERIE-

MEADVILLE 

FRANKLIN 

BUTLER INDIANA 

CONNELLSVILLE 

WASHINGTON 

PITTSBURGH 

GREENSBURG 

JOHNSTOWN 

Districts 

WESTERN PA ANNUAL CONFERENCE, JUNE 6—9, GROVE CITY COLLEGE 

Susan Aye 
Betty Beaman 
The Black Family 
Brayden 
Jack Certain 
Johanne Charlery 
Dee Connelly 
Roger Connelly 
Susan Dobbins 
Lou Egenlauf 
Marilyn Evans 
June Graham 
Laura Hertrick  
Katherine Johnson & family 
Wayne Johnson 
Sam L. 

Lemasters Family (Debbie Chesney) 
Marian Lippert 
Barbara McCarthy 
Sara McCullough  
Brian McKay 
Steven and Alice Moore 
Jack Morrow 
Ray Morrow 
George Neiman 
John and Sandy Nelson 
Darryl Gunnison Odom 
Margaret Pedee 
Family of Dale “Buddy” Penwell 
Jim Rogansky 
Mrs. Arlene Rucker 
Doug Rummens 

Morgan S. 
Regina S. 

Family of Rachel Shuluga 
C.R. “Bob” Simpson 

Linda Sollinger 
John Sotirakis 

Pam Squires 
Will Stewart 

Don Thomas 
Renee Tobias 

Bob Vigne 
Don Walker 
Barry Yant 

Family of Bob Yant 
Rich Z. 

Dennis Zeveny 
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We are using “easyTithe” to offer online giving to our church family.  Those who choose to give in this way 
can create a secure account from via easyTithe and set up recurring giving with selected funds, frequency, 
and amount.  easyTithe allows you to securely give via your bank account or credit/debit card.  You can 
give online by visiting the giving page on our website.  SUMC pays a monthly service fee to easyTithe, plus 
easyTithe charges us 3% for each donation made.  When giving via easyTithe, please considering 
covering the 3% transaction fee.   

You can also give via the easyTithe Mobile App. It is a simple as downloading the app to your smartphone 
and setting up your profile information in just a couple of steps.  Once setup, you can choose to make a 
one-time donation or set up 
recurring giving. 

We have a great time of fellowship when we come to the monthly 
salad luncheons after our 2.5 mile walk through the library's “walking 
for fitness” program. This season of 10 wonderful lunches was our 
5th year attending together and by now, everyone has their favorite 

salad, second only to the pretzel salad!  

We love the Pastor's homemade rolls baked fresh that morning 
served up with his welcoming smile and “Hello.” We love Nancy's 
special desserts, along with the lovely centerpieces .... and the 

friendly gals that fill our bottomless drinks.  

Thank you ladies (and guys) for all the delicious salads....we will be 

back in September when you begin another season of luncheons. 

The Wise Walkers 

Josiah was only eight when he 
became King.  He was 16 when 
he began cleansing the idols, not 
just from Jerusalem, but all the 
way through what was once the 

Northern Kingdom.  Jeremiah arrived on the scene.  Josiah was 
28 when Hilkiah the High Priest found First Deuteronomy in the 
Temple trash.  Huldah, a woman prophet, told Josiah and the 
Priests to make a covenant with YHWH like the one Moses 

made 600 years earlier.   

Deuteronomy has taken the class two months of study, and 

Jeremiah is just ahead of us. 

Elohim is preparing Israel for Exile. There shall only be ONE 
Temple.  Elders are elected by the people rather than appointed 
by the King.  Moses' concept of administration is re-defined as 
justice. The individual Israelite must personally own the law and 
the Commandments. The people who go into Exile will not be 

the same as the people who come out 78 years later.   

One of the most important things is how Deuteronomy deals 
with issues like Gerrymandering, election/appointment of 
leaders, judicial qualifications which are so similar to those we 

face in the 21st Century.    

In the spring of 2013, Shirley Sye challenged us to study the 
Bible all the way through.  We’ve made our way through 
Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 
Samuel, 1 Kings, 1 Chronicles, Amos, Micah, Jonah, Hosea, 
1 Isaiah, & Zephaniah.  As we finish 2 Kings & 2 Chronicles we 
are reading Deuteronomy and anticipating Jeremiah.  We watch 
the hand of Elohim reveal to each generation as much as they 
can understand at the time.  We do this in the library between 
services, and the class now overflows the room.  Please come 
and watch the hand of the Holy Spirit reveal its truth through the 

ages. 

https://www.sewickleyumc.org/


JUNE 2018 MINUTES 

(8) 

 

If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list, 
please let the office know.  We don’t want to leave anyone out of special wishes.  

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 
Sunday, June 3, Walker Park, shelter # 3 

setup begins at 12:30 / we will break bread at 1:30 pm 

Mark your calendar for our annual picnic with our friends 
from the St. Matthews AME Zion church.  Hotdogs, 

hamburgers, chicken wings, drinks and paper products 
will be provided.  Please bring your favorite side dish to 
share.  Come enjoy the fellowship, friendship and food.  

Be sure to pack water shoes, towels, and maybe a change 
of clothes for some exploring in 

the nearby creek!!  Blankets 
and camp chairs are welcome.  

Please come join us. 

Please note the change 
from last year’s location! 

In memory of his loving bride,  
Patricia A. Leiphart 
by Warren Kinneer 

In memory of Ruth Painter 
by the Wiggins Family 

In memory of Donald (Pappap) and 
Ruth (Mimi) Idecker 

by the Boward Family 

In memory of Harold, Margaret 
and Nancy Leiphart 
by Warren Kinneer 

In memory of Joseph (Pappap) and 
Esther (Mimi) Boward 
by the Boward Family 

 

 

In memory of Bob Painter  
by the Wiggins Family 

In memory of her father, 
Jack Schwoegl, 

by Sandy and Bill Kuriger 

In memory of Loved Ones 
by Pastor Russel and Nancy Shuluga 

In memory of Edward Wiggins 
by the Wiggins Family 

In honor of her Grandchildren and 
Great-Grandchildren 

by Carol Egenlauf 

In honor of the Red Bird Mission Team 
by Pam Honeychurch 

In honor of their granddaughter,  
Jessica Hooper, 

as she graduates from high school 
by Pat and Steve Grossarth 

In honor of all Servicemen and Women 
by Sandy and Bill Kuriger 

In honor of  
Raymond and Elvira Kinneer 

by Warren Kinneer 

During the week of June 17—23, 

5 members of Sewickley United 

Methodist Church will serve at the 

Red Bird Mission in the rural 

southeastern corner of Kentucky.  

This will be the 12th consecutive year a team has gone to 

serve at Red Bird Mission.  Jenine Furry, Pat Grossarth, Pam 

Honeychurch, Sandy Kuriger, and Kristine Swaney will spend 

the week working at a home where they will replace an entry 

door and build a stairs and a landing to another entry door.  

Please keep the team and all others serving at Red Bird in 

your prayers, for safety and for a life changing and affirming 

experience. 
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Order by April 3 for Aril 7 pickup 

The United Methodist Women thank everyone who helped to make their May Rummage Sale a 
success.  We thank everyone who donated items to sell, who set up or took down tables, who emptied 
the potato room of boxes, bags and more boxes and bags, who arranged items for sale on the tables, 
who priced items, who attended the sale, who worked on Friday evening and/or Saturday morning at 
the sale, who set up and took down the tents and carried items outside to sell on Saturday, and who 
helped to pack the leftover items after the sale.  We appreciate each helper's assistance. We raised $1060.00 which will go toward 

our UMW Mission Pledge. 

UMW does not meet during the summer months, but will meet again for a covered dish dinner on Monday, September 17th at 6 pm 

in the Simpson Room.  All are invited to attend. 

Church Librarian, Warren Kinneer, purchased and catalogued the UMW Reading Program books 

for 2018.  Please stop by the Library and pick up one or two to read over the summer. 

2018 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD CAMPAIGN 

It is not unusual for children receiving Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes to 
list a notebook among their most treasured gifts. Notebooks can be used to gather 
information at school, to contain dreams as a diary or to unlock imagination as a 

sketch book. 

Rebeca, 13, a resident of La Paz, Bolivia, uses her notebook to teach younger 
children about Jesus. She takes notes in church and then shares the stories with 
children who live near the convenience store where her mother works.  “I learned in Sunday School that Jesus used to go to the 

hills and preach to other people, so that’s what I want to do,” Rebeca said in an article on the Operation Christmas Child website. 

Rebeca took four of the younger children to an Operation Christmas Child event, where they each received shoe boxes full of 
gifts. The boxes were presented along with booklets full of Jesus stories. Rebeca is reading the stories to the children. “That’s 
what I like the most—to talk about Jesus and tell little children what I’ve learned about Him,” Rebeca said. “I like to talk about 

blessings and how great is our God.” 

The Sewickley United Methodist Church family, in an effort coordinated by the Fellowship of the Cross Youth, has packed 700 
shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child over the past seven years. Each of those boxes has included a notebook and other 

paper for writing and drawing.  

A year ago, the SUMC boxes were presented to children in Columbia. In previous years, SUMC boxes reached children in 

Ukraine, Honduras, the Bahamas, Burundi and several other nations in Africa. 

FOTC launched their 2018 shoe box campaign in May, and has targeted health and 
personal items as target contributions for June. Among the gifts FOTC is seeking are 
bar soap, washcloths, toothbrushes, adhesive bandages, combs, hairbrushes, hair 

accessories, socks and sunglasses. 

In July, FOTC will be seeking “wow” gifts such as toys, balls, stuffed animals and 

jewelry. 

In August, school supplies will be the targeted goal.  

Any gifts can be donated at any time between May and September. FOTC keeps a 

donation box in the narthex. Shoe boxes and financial gifts are also welcome.  

Operation Christmas Child does not accept toothpaste, any liquids (including 
shampoo), candy or war-related items such as toy guns or knives. 

FOTC will again host a packing party on a Sunday morning in September or October. 

For more information, or to make a financial contribution, see Pamela Mayo, Bill 

Utterback or any member of the FOTC team. 

June Collection Target 
Health & Personal Items 
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 2018 Budget 
Budgeted 

to Date 
April Year-to-date 

Expenses  263,889.67  95,539.19  20,364.54  96,785.11 

Receipts  263,893.00  85,578.23  26,090.91  90,971.41 

Overage (Deficit)  3.33  (9,960.96)  5,726.37  (5,813.70) 

Here’s a summary 

of the latest  

Treasurer’s Report. 

Pam Honeychurch, 

Treasurer 

SOUP & HUMMUS SALE FOR THE BUILDING OF FAITH 

Nearly 2 years ago, this grassroots effort began to help raise 

funds to pay down the debt on the sanctuary loan.  Thanks to our 

dedicated volunteers who make soup and hummus, and to the 

many wonderful supporters of this sale, so far $9,096.15 has 

been raised and applied to the loan principal!! 

Thank You!  Thank You!  Thank You! 

Here are some things that have been done around the church lately: 

 In the fall, the final stained glass windows that were refurbished were installed in 
the clock tower completing the restoration of the stained glass windows in the 

church.   

 The new women's restroom was completed and has been enjoyed by many 
women.  Work started on the old women's restroom to convert it to an ADA 
compliant and family restroom. Tiling has been completed and painting and 
installation of new sink/vanity, toilet and grab bars will be completed in the coming months.  Work will be 

done in the men's and basement restrooms as well.   

 The restroom hallway's walls had wallpaper taken down when the carpeting was installed.  In March, the 
hallway was painted and lighting was altered to provide a fresh and brighter hallway that is frequented 
often.  The walls are going to have crosses donated by members of the church hanging on them in the 

coming weeks.    

 Cabinets and countertop and sink were installed in the new nursery, which adds storage space and a water 
source out of the reach of curious children.  This was a very inexpensive addition to the nursery since all of 

those items were rescued from their fate of being thrown in a dumpster.   

 Last fall the exterior doors facing Broad Street were refurbished and just recently the church office exterior 

door was refurbished.  We will eventually have the doors facing Thorn Street refurbished as well.   

 In energy saving measures, new thermostats were installed and the chandeliers in the Simpson Room were 

outfitted with LED lightbulbs.    

Our list of tasks is long, so any help is always appreciated and welcome.  Hope you enjoy the wonderful 

improvements in our beautiful church.    

Your Trustee Chair, 

Jenine Furry 



(11) 

June 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

          1 
7 PM AA 

2 

3 
9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

1 PM Church Picnic 
6 PM QVHS Band Banquet 

4 5 
8 PM AA 

6 
6:30 PM Leap 

of Faith 

7 
11 AM - 1 PM 

Salad 

Luncheon 

8 
7 PM AA 

9 

10 
9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12:30 PM - 3:30 PM 

Private Party 

(basement) 
7 PM Bible Study 

11 
6:30 PM 

Finance 

Committee 
6:30 PM 

Trustees 
8 PM Council 

Meeting 

12 
8 PM AA 

13 
6:30 PM Leap 

of Faith 

14 15 
7 PM AA 
7 PM Wedding 

Rehearsal 

16 
4 PM Wedding 

17 
9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

18 19 
8 PM AA 

20 
6:30 PM Leap 

of Faith 

21 22 
7 PM AA 

23 

24 
9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
6 PM Diversity Service & 

Reception 

25 26 
8 PM AA 

27 
6:30 PM Leap 

of Faith 

28 29 
7 PM AA 

30 

Red Bird Mission Trip      June 17—23 

By donating things you might already have around 
your home, you are able to help worthwhile causes.  
Collection containers for each of these items are 
on the long counter in the Simpson Room. 

 Pop tops from drink cans go to the local Order 

of the Eastern Star to aid their Scholarship Fund. 

 Box Tops for Education, from General Mills products and 
their affiliated brands, help the Red Bird Mission School earn free 

educational resources. 

 Tyson Project A+, labels from specially marked Tyson 
products help the Red Bird Mission School earn free 

educational resources.  Each label earns the school 24¢. 


