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I was pleased to receive an invitation to attend the Quaker Valley Commencement. It was a very moving and memorable 

experience. The speeches offered by some of the graduating seniors were filled with heart, strength and emotion. 

Our very own Nina Wiggins offered one of the speeches and talked about working through her struggles, as she encouraged 

others to not shy away from their struggles, but to work through them and to rely upon those who are willing to be a source of 

support and encouragement.  

Another graduate spoke on the subject of pain as he talked about the grief and pain of losing his mother to cancer. He, too, spoke 

of those who came to him in his time of need. He told of a nurse who was of great help to him when his mother died  and who 

obviously left quite an impression on him. She offered comfort that he so desperately needed in that hour. 

Nina and this young man bravely allowed themselves to be vulnerable as they spoke of the encouragement they received from 

those around them. It was that encouragement that gave them the strength to stand up before an auditorium full of fellow students, 

faculty, staff, family, friends and a whole lot of strangers and bravely tell their stories and how the encouragement of family, friends 

and professionals helped them be the people they are today and the people they will yet grow to be. 

As each graduate’s name was called and they walked across the stage to receive their diplomas, cheers and applause erupted in 

support and encouragement for each and every one of them.  

Some of the graduates were young people with extenuating circumstances who required a little extra encouragement over the 

years and will continue that need for years to come. 

Two of the students are living with Down’s syndrome. They were so excited and so very proud of their accomplishments as they 

stood before the audience holding their diplomas high over their heads smiling from ear to ear. The audience applause was 

wonderfully deafening and quite lengthy. I must admit a tear or two trickled down my face more than once during the festivities. 

As I sat there, I could not help but think of all of those who have little to no support or encouragement in their lives. How do they do 

it?  Life is difficult enough without someone in their corner to be their biggest cheerleader.  

We live in a world full of critics. Like me you may know the pain of criticism. It tears away at our self-worth. It damages our very 

soul and leaves us feeling empty and defeated. 

Has there been a time when you needed encouragement? If so, you know the importance of a kind word, an encouraging word, a 

word of affirmation and love. 

Paul tells the people of Thessalonica to encourage one another and build one another up. (1 Thessalonians 5:11)  

Most people think that giving encouragement is just saying nice words to uplift someone. However, it’s more than this. Giving 

encouragement to others means to give support and confidence, but it also means to help develop.  As we encourage other 

believers, we are helping them to develop a stronger relationship with Christ. We are helping them to mature in the faith. We are 

helping them to become all that God created them to be. 

We are to encourage others. Not only are we to be encouragers within our church and within our community groups, but we are to 

also be encouragers outside of the church. When we avail ourselves and look for opportunities to Continued next page 
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From The Pastor’s Heart, continued 

encourage others, God will open opportunities. 

I came across the following list which I find helpful: 

 “A word of encouragement during a failure is worth more than an hour of praise after success.” 

 “Be an encourager, the world has plenty of critics already.” 

 “Never get tired of doing little things for others. For sometimes those little things occupy the biggest part of their heart.” 

 “Be somebody who makes everybody feel like a somebody.” 

 “God uses broken people like you and me to rescue broken people like you and me.” 

It is my honor and pleasure to begin my 14th year as your pastor. Being a pastor comes with a rather 

lengthy job description –– one of which is the privilege of being one of your biggest cheerleaders. 

Won’t you join me in being a part of that cheering squad, as we lift each other up, as we encourage 

one another and join hands in being the Body of Christ.  

Blessings, 

  

Pastor Russel 

“Welcome, friend.” 

“Welcome to this ever-growing family.” 

“Welcome to the great cloud of reconciling churches.” 

News that Sewickley United Methodist Church had been accepted into the national Reconciling 
Ministries Network of LGBTQ inclusive Methodist communities drew nearly 400 “likes” and positive 

responses from across the country when it was posted on the RMN Facebook page in early June.  

SUMC was accepted in the same week as churches from St. Louis, Oklahoma City, Wilmington, DE, 

and Shoreline, WA.  

Facebook encouragement came from people in California, Florida, Louisiana, Virginia, Minnesota, 

Illinois and Pennsylvania.  

“Thank you for embracing (the truth that) loving all means ALL.” 

SUMC is now listed on RMN’s registry of more than 1,000 inclusive faith communities, and the RMN rainbow emblem is now 
prominent on the SUMC website and Facebook page.   We can use the emblem on SUMC signs, publications and 

advertisements. 

The RMN vision statement says, “As committed disciples of Jesus Christ, we strive to transform ourselves and the world by living 

out the Gospel’s teachings of grace, love, justice, and celebration of all of God’s children.” 

The organization’s mission statements vows “Reconciling Ministries Network equips and mobilizes United Methodists to resist evil, 

injustice, and oppression as we seek justice for people of all sexual orientations and gender identities.” 

The SUMC application came after more than a year of Bible studies and informational events, a visit from RMN executive director 

Jan Lawrence in March, and a formal vote to apply for RMN recognition by administrative council later in March. 

The foundation for RMN recognition was provided by Jack Moffett and Mike Pedee and the Marketing Committee, Susie Moffett 
and Mitchell Hortert and the Witness Committee, Rev. Marilyn Evans and Pastor Russel Shuluga in support of the ministry of 

Jesus and the writers of the Gospel. 

The SUMC welcoming statement, which required approval from RMN, states that “We celebrate human diversity and all persons 
as children of God. Our church adamantly and enthusiastically welcomes persons of all ages, races, ethnicities, sexual 
orientations (the entire LGBTQ community), family configuration, economic conditions, marital status, and mental or physical 

abilities to attend, join, and participate fully in the life of our congregation.” 



Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities  -July 2019 
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July 7, 2019 
Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sacrament of Communion 

Sermon:  “A Matter of Trust” 

Liturgist:  Nancy Young 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
2 Kings 5:1-14 Psalm 30 (UMH 762) 

Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16 Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

July 14, 2019 
Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sheltered with Love 

Sermon:  “The Worst of Years!” 

Liturgist:  Dorothy Jadlowiec 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed (9 am) / Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Amos 7:7-17 Psalm 82 (UMH 804) 
Colossians 1:1-14 Luke 10:25-37 

 

 

July 21, 2019 
Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sermon:  “Pay Attention to Your Inner Martha and Mary” 

Liturgist:  Lisa Jankowski 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 

Amos 8:1-12 Psalm 52 or 82 (UMH 804) 
Colossians 1:15-28 Luke 10:38-42 

July 28, 2019 
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 

Sermon:  “Learning How to Pray” 

Liturgist:  Amy Napierkowski 

A/V:  Lou Ann Scott (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Hosea 1:2-10 Psalm 85 (UMH 806) 

Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19) Luke 11:1-13 

The Sewickley United Methodist Church will 
have the honor to present our Third 

Grader’s with their very own Bible on 
September 8th during both services.  This 

year’s class has the following students:  
Jackson Leety & Caitlin Matthews.  If your 

student is entering the third grade this 
school year and isn’t listed, please contact 
the church office, Sandra Lane or Warren 

Kinneer. Parents are invited and 

encouraged to be there for the presentation. 

The Library purchases the Upper Room daily 
devotional magazines (large and regular print) 
for our members.  Please take a copy and 

enjoy the devotions and the stories.   

We also provide a magazine called Pockets for 

the youth to read.  

These magazines are found on the back table 
of the Sanctuary. We recycle the unclaimed 
magazines by taking them to seniors homes at 

month end. 
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

PUMPKIN PATCH — It’s not TOO 
EARLY TO START THINKING ABOUT 
THIS YEAR’S Pumpkin Patch.  Our 
pumpkins are coming on September 
28th at 9 am.  Please mark your 
calendars now and invite a friend.  If you 
know of any organizations that offer 
community service, please let Lou Ann 

Scott know.    

AMISH COUNTRY TRIP — The SUMC 
Angels will be spend the day in Amish 
Country on Tuesday, August 6.  All ladies 
are welcome.  Meet at the church at 9 am to 
carpool.  Plan to have lunch and shop.  

RSVP to Sandy Kuriger at 412-741-9473. 

ANGEL PLANNING LUNCHEON — All 
ladies are invited to attend an SUMC 
Angel Planning Luncheon on Tuesday, 
July 16 at noon at the church.  Lunch 
will be provided.  Please RSVP to Sandy 

Kuriger, Belinda Resler or Donna Sawhill. 

FOURTH SUNDAY FOOD PANTRY 
COLLECTION – Look for the cart on July 21st.  
Children are out of school for the summer – 
consider purchasing peanut butter, jelly, macaroni 
and cheese, juice, and other nutritious kid-friendly 

foods for July’s collection.   

ANNUAL CONFERENCE PROJECTS – 
Thanks to your support, through individual 
contributions and through the Outreach 
Committee budget allocation, Sewickley 
UMC delivered 50 hygiene kits to the 
Eastbrook Mission Barn.  Sewickley UMC congregants also 
cleared their closets of 237 pairs of shoes which were then 
delivered to the collection truck at the WPA Annual Conference 
at Grove City College.  Erie United Methodist Alliance (EUMA) 
benefits from this shoe collection, allowing that agency to serve 

many in need, including homeless persons.   

BLESSING BAG PACKING 
JULY 14TH – Your Outreach 
Committee invites you to pack 
Blessing Bags on Sunday, 
July 14th following both the 
Contemporary and Traditional 
Worship Services.  Using 
components provided through 
the Outreach budget, you will 
pack a Ziploc bag to then 
carry in your vehicle to hand 
to a “homeless” person whom 
you might encounter asking 
for assistance.  The items which we will pack are items which 
“homeless” persons have indicated they would like in such a 
bag – water, juice box, snacks, socks, small note pad, pen, 
chapstick, etc.  Included in each bag will be a resource list, 
which might guide the individual to assistance in changing their 
“homeless” status.  Children may assist in packing but must be 

carefully guided by an older teen or adult.  

SEWICKLEY UMC AT THE PITTSBURGH RIVERHOUNDS FAITH & FAMILY NIGHT 

Come support the Pittsburgh Riverhounds SC soccer team as they host Loudoun United FC for a Faith and 
Family night on Friday, August 23rd.  The fun begins at 5:30 with pregame activities sponsored by KLove.  
The game starts at 7 pm and will be followed by an autograph session and testimonials by members of the 
Riverhounds team and coaching staff.  Tickets are $18 and a portion of the funds will be returned to the SUMC 
Youth Group!  Get your tickets at groupmatics.events/s/other/SewickleyUnitedMethodist or contact Susie 

Moffett at susie.fhnc@gmail.com for more information! 

Barry & Andrea Lewis 7/2 
Doug & Linda Rummens 7/2 
Jim & Wilma Hamilton 7/12 
Ronna Sue & Donald Vangura 7/18 
Roger & Pam Wright 7/20 
Jack & Susie Moffett 7/27 
Bill & Pat Ferguson 7/30 

https://groupmatics.events/s/other/SewickleyUnitedMethodist
mailto:susie.fhnc@gmail.com
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Your church is the place where we come to have lunch on the first Thursday of every month after our 2-1/2 mile walk as part of the 
library's fitness walking program. We look forward to our space and time there to relax, have a healthy lunch, and share stories and 
bond with one another. Thank you to Belinda, who organizes this event and her co-partner Sandy.  Thank you all for your warm 
welcome, which is immediately felt as we enter the doors and smell the aroma of Pastor Russel's homemade rolls that fill the 
baskets on every table. We feel the friendliness as Pastor Russel always comes to our tables to welcome our group with a smile 
and a “how are you folks?” Thank you to all the ladies of this church for their diligence in preparing their special homemade 
salads...and the gals who serve refreshing drinks and fill-ups. We thank all the guys who don an apron and work behind the 
scenes.  And then, it's what's for dessert. Nancy surprises and delights us with a different delicious dessert she makes herself 
each month.  We have made this luncheon a regular part of our walking program for the last 5 years and it has become a tradition. 

We are grateful for your time for us through this community event. We will "see you folks" in September! 

The Wise Walkers 

THANK YOU to the Fellowship of the Cross youth group and leaders for planting flowers in our gardens and containers on 

May19th.  Robin Craig Clark wrote, "All the flowers of all the tomorrows are in the seeds of today."  

As the flowers bloom and flourish, they feed our souls with their quiet beauty and we enjoy their abundance of colors and fragrance 
from spring to summer to early fall.  Like the flowers you dress our gardens with.....you bring sunshine to shady places with the 

worthy service and wonderful work that you do!  God bless you. 

The Residents of the Union Aid Building 

Dear SUMC FAMILY,  

I want to THANK ALL of our loyal volunteers who participate 10 months of each year during our salad luncheons.  We have a 
grand time hosting our community the first Thursday of each month and enjoying great fellowship together! Although our Salad 
Luncheon Team remains strong, we are always happy to have more new volunteers to add to our buffet and/or come enjoy our 
fellowship greeting our Sewickley Valley community. This summer we are prayerfully asking our SUMC family to make and donate 
salads this coming Fall when a new season of luncheons begin! If you are called to help in this ministry, kindly reach out to Belinda 

Resler.  On September 5th we will proudly kick off another season of SUMC Luncheons. Come be a part of it all! 

Have a blessed Summer!  

Belinda Resler  

JUMONVILLE LABOR DAY SINGLE’S RETREAT WEEKEND 

This year Single’s Retreat will happen August 30th to September 2 at the beautiful mountaintop camp above Uniontown, PA.  The 

cost is $230 (Early Bird $210, if registered before August 1) includes 3 nights of lodging and 8 meals.   

Christian Singles Fellowship is an outreach ministry of the Western Pennsylvania UM Conference.  The mission is to provide 
opportunities for singles to share the LOVE of Christ through education, nurturing, and 
fellowship growth.  Events are open to those who have never been married, are divorced, 

separated, or widowed.  All denominations  are WELCOME. 

The retreat study WALK THE LINE is a Bible study of words with similar meanings which 
we often use interchangeably.  Upon a closer look at these words in their context we find a 
fine line of distinction and we examine that line.  Word choice is an integral part of 

understanding God’s message of unconditional love. 

Ask Warren Kinneer for more info and registration forms.  You may also visit 

christiansingleswpaumc.org for more information.   

http://christiansingleswpaumc.org/
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If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list, please let the office know.  We don’t want to leave anyone out of special wishes.  

Spencer Clifford 7/3 
Jim Canfield 7/5 
Otis McAliley 7/5 
Morgan Cannister 7/6 
Aimee Scott Thornton 7/7 
Hank Graham 7/11 
Dawn Cannister 7/16 
Alisa L. 7/17 

Jenine Furry 7/18 
Roger Thomas 7/18 

Riley Benjamin 7/21 
Steven Powell 7/21 
Belinda Resler 7/23 
Cara Dotterer 7/27 
Gordon Chesney 7/30 
Grace King 7/31 
Nick Leety 7/31 
Lee Ann Reardon 7/31 

Congratulations to these 
additional graduates 

 

Hannah Leonberg received her RN degree from the 

Community College of Beaver County and is now working 

as a nurse at the Beaver Medical Center.   

Jeremy McCoy graduated from Quaker Valley High 

School.  He is taking some time off to decide what he 

wants to pursue and in the interim is working for Wick 

Landscaping. 

Welcome to Weston 
Edmund Bartley 
who was born on 

May 13, 2019.  
Weston is the son of  

Chris and Ariana 
Bartley, and Hurst 
and Diane Bartley’s 

first grandchild. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Blast off with us for an epic adventure!  To Mars and Beyond VBS will help us explore where God’s 
power can take us!  The journey takes place on August 5th to 9th from 6:00-8:30 pm. All kids from 

3 years old to entering 5th grade are welcome to participate. Teens and adults are encouraged to 
join us as volunteers. Contact Susie Moffett (susie.fhnc@gmail.com) or Holly Burnett 

(hvburnett@gmail.com) for more information.  

 

mailto:susie.fhnc@gmail.com
mailto:hvburnett@gmail.com
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In a city in central in Mexico, after 
receiving their Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes, more than 80 children enrolled 

in Bible classes that were taught in a field. 

And 22 of their parents asked to attend the 

classes. 

After the 12 weekly lessons were completed 
in April, a graduation ceremony was held in 
which both children and adults participated 
in Bible-based skits. Children from a local 
church read the “Great Commission” 
scripture (Matthew 28:19-20) aloud and 
everyone chanted, “We will go make 

disciples.” 

Officials then moved to establish a regular 
Thursday evening Bible study for the adults, 
and additional Saturday activities for the 

children. 

Inside every shoebox is an opportunity for 
Jesus to share His love and His Light. Bible 
classes are offered everywhere in the world 

OCC shoeboxes are distributed. 

The Fellowship of the Cross youth, with the help of our SUMC 
family, are preparing to pack 100 boxes of gifts for children and 

opportunities for Jesus. 

Throughout July, we’re asking for contributions of “wow” gifts 
such as toys, stuffed animals, balls or jewelry, all of which must 
fit into a shoebox. We intend to include at least one “wow” gift in 

each box. The gifts may be “very gently used.” 

In June, we asked for health and personal 
items such as bars of soap, toothbrushes, 
adhesive bandages, combs, hairbrushes, 
hair accessories, socks and sunglasses. 
We’re are in need of more of those items 

as well. 

In August, we will collect school supplies.   

Any gifts, and shoeboxes, can be donated 
at any time through September. Our 
collection box is on the pew in the narthex. 
FOTC will host a packing party on Sunday, 

September 29th, between the two services.   

Operation Christmas Child does not accept 
toothpaste, any liquids (including shampoo), 
candy or war-related items such as toy guns 

or knives. 

We thank everyone who participated in our 
OCC sewing party in June, and everyone 
who has contributed T-shirts toward our gift-
making endeavor. We are nearing our goal 
of 100 jump ropes made from T-shirt fabric 

and also made significant progress on the fabric daypacks we 

want to include in the shoeboxes. 

The SUMC family, in an effort coordinated by the Fellowship of 
the Cross youth, has packed 800 shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child over the past eight years, at least 100 in each 

of the past seven years.  

Ezekiel was a child while Jeremiah was 
preaching.  He is another example of someone 
being trained to implement what had been 
learned.  Abram, who was given the covenant, 
begat Isaac who begat Jacob, who begat 
Joseph, the Governor of Egypt.  Moses received the laws which 
Joshua implemented.  Elijah taught Elisha what he implemented.  
Isaiah summarized the Deuteronomic teachings for Hezekiah, 
and it might have been his grandson who implemented them as 
the Jews left Babylonia.  Now Jeremiah has taught Ezekiel what 
he is to implement in Babylonia.  In 600 years, Jesus will have 
17-year-old John as a follower while Saul is going to school in 
Tarsus.  Progressive revelation works as each generation 

implements what was taught to its teacher. 

“Ezekiel” means “Elohim Strengthens.” And he did!  God 
incarnate ordained him at 13.  His five commissions were; 1) to 
be a prophet among the people, 2) to be as hard headed as the 
people, 3) to go with the remnant into exile, 4) to be a watchman 
with a duty to warn about sin, and 5) to state what Elohim tells 
him.  The size of his charge as watchman exceeds anything else 

in Scripture.  Neither Jesus nor Paul match this 

level of intensity. 

As with Isaiah 6 & Jeremiah 23, there are 
repeated theophanic events. Elohim even 
physically transports him from one place to 

another.  YHWH shows Ezekiel that He created Jerusalem, and 
then built the rest of the universe around it.  Jerusalem is not the 
center of the world, like Rome or Moscow, but the navel from 

which all else was created.  

Elohim refers to him as “Mortal Man” to show that he is the 
essence of a perfect man, but is unconditionally dependent on 

God.  This concept continues until St. Augustine in 348 AD. 

Ezekiel 8 introduces Jewish thought as a physical manifestation 
of a force of evil.  Satan appears in Scripture in September, 592 
BCE!  And the glory of the Lord leaves the temple in a flaming 
chariot just as Elijah did three centuries earlier.  There is now an 

active force of good and an active force of evil in human affairs. 

Come join us in the library between services, and celebrate how 

the hand of the Holy Spirit moves through human affairs. 

July Collection Target 

“Wow” Items 
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John A. 
Dick B. 
Sally Barton 
Betty Beaman 
Margaret Cable 
Family of Frank Cannister, Jr. 

(father of Frank Cannister) 
Jack Certain 
Edward Davis 
Family of Linda Dawson 

De and Joe 
Susan Dobbins 
Pat Dougherty 
Lou Egenlauf 
Beth Ellisher 
Barbara Fanning 
Jim Fisher 
Pat Fulton 
Bill Gittins 
Jim Graham 
Atleah Grubb 
Jennifer H. 
Jerry Hagadorn 
Mary Huber 

(Roberta Davis’ sister) 
Linda Idecker 
Wayne Johnson 
Dr. John Keriotis 

Joe L. 
Dixie Lemasters 

(Debbie Chesney’s mom) 
Michelle Malito 
Sara McCullough 
Lindsay Merryman 
Family of Mary Ann Moore 

(Jeff Moore’s mother) 
Tony Morgan 
John and Sandy Nelson 
Jim O. 
Doris Mason 
Steve Powell 
Margaret Pedee 
Family of Mary Pedee 

(Mike Pedee’s grandmother) 
Grace Rogansky 
Jim Rogansky 

Dave S. 
Ed S. 
Mary Sava 
Linda Shortz 
Bill Seifried 
Wendy Shepard 
Linda Sollinger 
Frank Sopko 
Chris Speanburg 
Pam Squires 
Will Stewart 
Tamara 
Family of Celie Tanner 
Don Walker 
Laura Youngblood 
Rich Z. 
Dennis Zeveny 

SUNSET PRAYER 

By Bill Utterback 

I was one day beyond deadline and still searching for a prayer focus for July. I want to continue 
our sunset prayers through summer. First Sundays of July and August, from wherever you are, 
lift a prayer at sunset for church family, for church missions and projects, for whatever your heart 

suggests. 

I like specific prayers. I was searching for something specific to serve as our centerpiece for July.   

Independence Day seemed to suggest prayer for the nation, prayer for the neighborhood, prayer for the hungry and the homeless, 

the discouraged and the disconnected. 

Clarity came from two pastors at an “addiction response” workshop, conducted by the Western Pennsylvania Conference of the 
United Methodist Church, I attended at Butler First United Methodist Church. How can we, as a church, respond to the epidemic of 

drug and alcohol abuse and addiction? 

“Pray, and then listen for God’s response,” Rev. Dawn Krishart, whose Blairsville church plant connects with people in recovery 

programs, suggested. 

Rev. Eric Park, District Superintendent of the Butler District, had a more specific suggestion. Do you have a 12-step group that 

meets in your church or community? Pray for them. Pray for ways to serve them, to connect with them, to welcome them. 

“If you have a group meeting in your church, you need to be more than a landlord who opens the doors,” Park said.  

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are conducted at SUMC on Tuesday and Friday evenings. The Friday events include a beginner’s 
meeting and a speaker meeting. Men and women, old and young, alcoholics and addicts, some who have families, some who are 

alone, some employed, some retired, some churched, some seeking.  

Can we do more for them? Can we do more for Him? Can we provide cookies or snacks once a month? Can we let them know we 

are praying for them? Can we ask for a prayer list from them? Can we offer a Bible study for them?  

Can our commitment to inclusiveness stretch to accommodate individuals and families in recovery, or seeking recovery.  Rev. Park 
suggested that God may lead us in an unexpected direction, to another agency in the community, another way to minister to the 

epidemic of addiction. 

Let’s pray together over the possibilities at sunset on July 7, and then listen for a response.  

Thank you to everyone who participated in our sunset prayers in June. The sunset was spectacular and my prayer experience was 
so encouraging, so energizing, that I didn’t hesitate to create opportunity again in July, and commit to August, and to continue 

seeking ways for us to share prayer.  
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RED BIRD MISSION TEAM TRIP  
16 - 22 June 2019 

by Pam Honeychurch 

 

It is absolutely clear that God has called you to a free life. Just make 
sure that you don’t use this freedom as an excuse to do whatever you 
want to do and destroy your freedom. Rather, use your freedom to 
serve one another in love; that’s how freedom grows. For everything 
we know about God’s Word is summed up in a single sentence: Love 
others as you love yourself. That’s an act of true freedom.   
Galatians 5:13-14 (The Message) 

Ada was waiting for us when we arrived at her home on Monday, June 17.  She had been waiting for almost a year since she 

applied to the Red Bird Mission for help, but on this day she knew we were coming and was eager for our visit.   

Ada hasn’t had an easy life.  She is a widow living in chronic pain from a hip injury 30 years ago.  She lives with her sister and 
severely disabled adult son, Cecil.  She relies on her extended family for help with Cecil and other daily tasks.  She has been able 

to have repairs and upgrades made to her home over the years thanks to volunteers serving at the Red Bird Mission. 

After greetings and introductions, she showed us the kitchen and our purpose there began.  We emptied the base cabinets, 

completely covering her kitchen table and the floor under the table with pots and pans and food containers.   

Before long, we were removing the kitchen sink and demolishing the counter and cabinets.  Once the debris was piled high in her 
yard and the floor was cleaned up, we began installing new base cabinets.  We finished the day feeling like we had accomplished 
a great deal and knew we would have no trouble completing our work, which besides the kitchen, included replacing a broken 
window and power washing and staining the deck and wheelchair ramp.  The only snags we ran into on that first day were rain and 

realizing the countertop we were given wasn’t long enough. 

As the week went on we experienced more challenges and worked through them.  We had to piece together two pieces of 
countertop and support it in two open areas that extended beyond the cabinets.  We ran into all sorts of frustrating issues with the 

kitchen sink and plumbing.  All the while, the rain came down in buckets for the greatest part of 4 days.   

Some of the days, because of the weather and the limited space to work inside Ada’s home, 2 or 3 of our team members stayed 

behind and found other work to do on the campus in the kitchen and community store. 

On Friday the sun finally came out.  Kristine stayed on campus to work in the kitchen, and the rest of the team headed back for our 
final day of work.  Ada lit up at Pat’s return, and the two of them were able to sit and visit.  I have no doubt that the time Pat spent 

visiting with Ada was more valuable than the physical work we did in her home.   

It wasn’t until our last day that we were able to finally get the kitchen sink working and complete the power washing.  The 
excessive rain kept us from installing the window and staining the deck and ramp, but that work will be completed.  The Red Bird 
Mission will send other volunteers there to take charge of what we couldn’t accomplish, just as in previous years we have been 

able to finish tasks for previous groups. 

As we said our goodbyes, we left Ada with some gifts:  a prayer pillow from the Sewickley UMC Prayer Blanket and Pillow ministry; 
a new doormat for what will be her freshly stained deck; and a dish drainer filled with towels and dish cloths, sponges, dish soap, 
hand soap & lotion, devotionals, hot pads, a kitchen rug, and a box of assorted chocolates.  When we presented Ada with our gifts, 

she began to cry and gave each of us a hug and heartedly thanked us. 

This was the 13th consecutive year a group representing Sewickley UMC traveled to the Red Bird Mission in Southeastern 
Kentucky to spend a week in service.  Our group this year included Pat Grossarth (9th year), Jenine Furry (4th year), Rachel 
Boward (5th year), Laura Honeychurch (10th year), Kristine Swaney (13th year), and me (12th year).  Although each of us have been 
part of the SUMC Red Bird Mission Team multiple times, each return visit is unique.  We have many lasting memories of 

individuals and families we have helped and the many jobs we have completed, sometimes in challenging conditions.   

Our annual trips to Red Bird have not only helped us grow stronger in our faith and desire to serve others, but we have also had 

the great gift of getting to know each other on a much deeper level. 

Each week as many as 140 volunteers, many of them youth, come from all over to serve as the hands and feet of Jesus in the 
impoverished area served by the Mission.  Want to learn more?  Please, feel free talk to any of us “old timers.”  Would you be 

interested in being part of a 2020 summer trip to the Red Bird Mission?  It might change your life!   



By donating things you might already have around your home, you are able to help worthwhile causes.  Collection 
containers for each of these items are on the long counter in the Simpson Room. 

 Pop tops from drink cans go to the local Order of the Eastern Star to aid their Scholarship 

Fund. 

 Box Tops for Education, from General Mills products and their affiliated brands, help the 

Red Bird Mission School earn free educational resources. 

 Tyson Project A+, labels from specially marked Tyson products help the Red Bird 

Mission School earn free educational resources.  Each label earns the school 24¢. 
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WHAT KIND OF CHRISTIAN ARE YOU? 

By Bill Utterback 

“What kind of Christians are you?” 

I was ready for the question as I stood 
with Laura G. at our SUMC table on the 
Andy Warhol Bridge on the first day of 
Pride weekend in Pittsburgh. I had been 
advised that some in the LGBTQ+ 
community wouldn’t want churches 
sharing in their celebration. Many had 
been hurt and frustrated and abandoned 

by churches. 

“What kind of Christians are you?” 

I was ready for the question, expecting it to come with 

resentment, with contempt, with suspicion and distrust. 

“What kind of Christians are you?’ 

The question came from two young women, probably teens, 
drawn to our tables by the rainbow assortment of lollipops Laura 
brought, and the rainbow-colored eyelashes Laura was wearing. 

“Love the lashes” echoed throughout our afternoon. 

The young women accepted the lollipops, probably watermelon, 
because everyone wanted watermelon, and then paused over 

our literature celebrating inclusiveness. 

“What kind of Christians are you?” 

And I pointed to the scripture, taken from Luke’s Christmas 
story, that I had taped to the table. I took it from the angel who 
heralded the birth of Jesus. “Good news … great joy … all 

people.” 

They smiled and thanked us for being there. 

Another young woman, accepting the lollipop and admiring 
Laura’s lashes, said, “I’m an atheist, but it is good to know there 

are some Christians who really do love their neighbors.” 

Another said she was on a path to become a Methodist minister 
in Massachusetts and took a fistful of our literature. Another saw 
her grandmother’s church on the short list of inclusive Methodist 

churches in the Pittsburgh area. 

“I go there with her every Christmas. 

That’s so good to know.” 

And there was zero resentment, or 
contempt, or suspicion, or distrust, on 

display. 

I was reminded of mission trips I’ve made 
to Honduras and the Dominican Republic. 
You think you’re carrying Jesus to 
other people and other places, and you 
find He’s already there, waiting for you. 

You will never convince me that Jesus wasn’t in the crowd, and 
with the crowd, and driving the crowd that lined the streets 
Sunday as many of us from SUMC joined other United 
Methodists and marched together in the Pride parade.  The 
cheering and the applause for everyone marching – churches, 
Giant Eagle people, the Carnegie Library, Uber drivers – was 

unrelenting. 

We were hugged and high-fived, and Genevieve and Felicity 
must have each been stopped for photographs a dozen times as 

they carried rainbow signs. 

It was clear that “we” weren’t guests at “their” parade. It was 
OUR parade, a celebration of an us that excluded no one and 
embraced everyone; it was a gathering of the meek, the 
merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, the persecuted, 

the poor in spirit, those who hunger & thirst for righteousness … 

“Best parade ever,” Genevieve said as we reached the end. 

“So reaffirming,” Susie said in the same moment. 

When you’ve been battered by exclusion, you have two choices: 
you can retreat into resentment, or demonstrate inclusion. 

Demonstration can be overwhelmingly convincing. 

What kind of Christians are you? 

We’re hoping to be the kind of Christians who love and welcome 
and include with the same energy and same encouraging, 

elevating, enveloping spirit that welcomed us on Pride weekend. 
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July 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 
8 PM AA 

3 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

4 5 
7 PM AA 

6 

7 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

8 
6:30 PM Finance 

Committee 
6:30 PM Trustees 
8 PM Council 

Meeting 

9 
8 PM AA 

10 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

11 12 
7 PM AA 

13 

14 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Blessing Bag Packing 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Blessing Bag Packing 

15 16 
12 PM SUMC 

Angel Luncheon 

Meeting 
8 PM AA 

17 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

18 19 
7 PM AA 

20 

21 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

22 23 
8 PM AA 

24 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

25 26 
7 PM AA 

27 

28 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

29 30 
8 PM AA 

31 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

      

 2019 Budget 
Budgeted 

to Date 
May Year-to-date 

Expenses  272,479.40  124,925.11  22,254.45  116,898.83 

Receipts  272,479.40  105,412.99  15,096.75  107,022.59 

Overage (Deficit)  0.00  (19,512.12)  (7,157.70)  (9,876.24) 

Here’s a summary 

of the latest  

Treasurer’s Report. 

Pam Honeychurch, 

Treasurer 

CAMPERSHIPS READY FOR YOUTH 

Fantastic camp experiences are 
available for children, youth and 
families at the three wonderful United 
Methodist Camps in Western PA:  
Camp Allegheny, Wesley Woods and 
Jumonville.  Brochures for each are 

available in the back of the sanctuary.  Thanks to the 
generosity of those who came to the Lenten dinners, 
camperships are available for our children and youth who plan 
to attend a United Methodist camp this summer. Please contact 

the church office to arrange for your child’s campership.   

Please write to our 
shut-ins and keep them 

in your prayers.  The 
church office can 

provide you with contact 
information. 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Virginia Harriger 

B.J. (Elizabeth) Manzinger 

Pat Rudy 

Doug Rummens 

Patricia Smith 

Bonnie Stoicovy 

Shirley Sye 


