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My brothers and sisters in Christ, you know that I 

am not one to bring politics to the pulpit. I feel it has 

no place in God’s House. One’s political persuasion is 

one’s own business.  Quite frankly, it is none of my 

business. 

However, I do feel it is my business, or should I say 

it is a part of my calling (a big part), to address 

injustices of the world head on. I cannot hold fast to 

Jesus’ teachings and remain silent in the face of 

injustices. 

You, who know me well, or maybe even not so well, 

know how I feel about babies and children. I make 

no secret about it. They bring a smile to my face and 

my heart and I welcome them with open arms into 

the worship experience. I love to hear their laughter, 

their chatter and even their displeasure; like when 

my grandson says (and not so quietly) “are we done 

yet?!” He sits in the back of the sanctuary and, yes, I 

can hear him, and my guess he voices what others 

may be thinking to themselves. These little ones are 

blessings to us. They are God’s gift for us to nurture, 

cherish and love. 

These past few weeks, I have not had a smile on my 

face or heart. In fact, my heart is broken over the 

desperate cries of precious little ones as they were 

ripped out of the arms of their migrant parents. The 

anguish and desperation in their voices has reduced 

me to tears. This IS NOT the American way or at 

least I pray it IS NOT the American way. 

As a second generation American (my grandmother 

was an illegal stowaway from the Ukraine seeking a 

better way of life), I can appreciate the parents 

willing to risk it all in order to provide their children 

with the American dream. But, sadly the American 

dream has become a hellish nightmare for so many 

migrants fleeing warfare, rape, famine, drought, and 

drug-infested and gang-run lands. 

What would we do to ensure our babies a safe, happy 

and prosperous home? I would imagine we, too, 

would take that risk and move heaven and hell to get 

our children to a land of freedom. As Father James 

Martin stated, “Seeking asylum is a human right.” 

It saddens me more than words can describe as I 

hear people using the Bible to support such 

inhumane and unjust ways. The thrust of the Old 

and New Testaments is very clear; God’s law is to 

welcome migrants and refugees. Let me say that 

again, the Bible is clear we are to welcome our 

brothers and sisters!  

I guess it is easier to treat people like dirt when you 

say such things as “They are infesting the country,” 

as though they are vermin and not human beings, 

each with their own story to be shared. As 

Christians, we are called to listen and to hear their 

stories and to respond with love and compassion, not 

with putting their children in cages. 

Continued next page 
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I echo and applaud Father James Martin’s words: 

 It is not biblical to treat migrants and refugees like 

animals 

 It is not biblical to take children away from their 

parents 

 It is not biblical to ignore the needs of the stranger 

 It is not biblical to enforce unjust laws 

 Do not use the Bible to justify sin! 

 How will you respond at the end of your life when Jesus 

asks you, “How did you treat your brothers and sisters 

who were refugees and migrants?” 

What can we do? We can pray, but we also need to put 

legs on those prayers. Locally, Holy Family Institute, 

located just miles away from our church, has received 

50 refugee children. They have been overwhelmed with 

material donations but will gladly receive our financial 

contributions.  

Please get on board with future plans of DOING 

MINISTRY WITH THE MIGRANTS AND 

REFUGEES. We will keep you apprised as these plans 

unfold. 

These are not just some throwaways. These are our 

babies; these are our brothers and sisters. 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Russel 

The United Methodist Church has long-standing statements and 
policies on the subject.  The UMC Book of Disciple and Book of 
Resolutions contain sections on immigration and refugees 

(available in the church library or online by clicking here.) 

Recently, the UMC has published statements reiterating its 
stance on these subjects; some of which can be found at the 

following links:  

 United Methodists Draw Attention to World Refugee Day 

 UMCOR Statement on U.S. Policy on Asylum Seekers 

and Their Children 

 Pastoral Care Along the Road: Being with Migrants as 

They Travel 

The information is too lengthy for publication here; however, 
offered for your consideration are a few excerpts (“We” 

references The United Methodist Church and/or UMCOR): 

 The out-migration north will not stop without long-term 
international political and economic solutions to improve 
safety, living conditions and economic opportunities in home 
countries. In United Methodist understanding of migration 
theory and practice, people first have the right to stay where 
they are; second, the right to move with safe passage when 
threatened, followed by the right to be welcomed in new 
places, and the right to return home with dignity. (“Global 
Migration and the Quest for Justice,” 2016 Book of 

Resolutions, #6028).  

 The powerful USA would do well to use its influence to 
encourage just, safe, economically productive and 
democratic societies in those lands giving rise to 
contemporary asylum seekers. We say this on the strength 
of our agency’s 78 years of work with refugees and migrants 
in many parts of the world. Oppressed people seek better 
places to live! That is a fact of history. Policies and walls do 

not stop them. 

 In the meantime, we encourage the Trump Administration to 
adapt to reality, to recognize the history of the U.S. as a 
country of diverse migrants and shape humane policies that 

reunite families now detained north of the border. 

 UMCOR and its partners will continue to assist regional and 
local organizations and churches, where possible, to 
alleviate suffering... These efforts, admittedly limited, reflect 
a long-standing commitment to ministry with migrants. We 
attempt to aid migrants as they journey, as they are released 
from detention; to offer legal support when and where we 
can. In regard to the latter, we commend National Justice for 
Our Neighbors which sponsors church-based, free or low-
cost legal services to migrants on local levels. NJFON was 
established by UMCOR in 1999 and now operates under its 
own board of directors. We also have a strong partnership in 
refugee and migration issues with the ecumenical Church 
World Service (CWS). We are a full member of CWS and 

participate in its work.  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AND IMMIGRATION 

https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/DynamicContent.aspx?id=87&pageid=920
https://www.umcor.org/umcor/resources/news-stories/2018/june/united-methodists-world-refugee-day
https://www.umcor.org/umcor/resources/news-stories/2018/june/0620umcor-statement-on-u-s-policy-on-asylum-seekers-and-their-children
https://www.umcor.org/umcor/resources/news-stories/2018/june/0620umcor-statement-on-u-s-policy-on-asylum-seekers-and-their-children
https://www.umcmission.org/Find-Resources/New-World-Outlook-Magazine/New-World-Outlook-Archives/2015/May/June/0519churchextendsitshands
https://www.umcmission.org/Find-Resources/New-World-Outlook-Magazine/New-World-Outlook-Archives/2015/May/June/0519churchextendsitshands
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Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities  - July 2018 

July 1, 2018 
Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Liturgist:  Roger Thomas 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 Psalm 130 

2 Corinthians 8:7-15 Mark 5:21-43 

July 8, 2018 
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 

Sheltered with Love 

Liturgist:  Willie Nicholson 

A/V:  Lou Ann Scott (9 am) / Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 Psalm 48 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10 Mark 6:1-13 

July 15, 2018 
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 

Liturgist:  Warren Kinneer 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Andrea Lewis (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 Psalm 24 
Ephesians 1:3-14 Mark 6:14-29 

July 22, 2018 
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 

Liturgist:  Jim Hamilton 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Samuel 7:1-14a Psalm 89:20-37 

Ephesians 2:11-22 Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

July 29, 2018 
Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Liturgist:  Donna Sawhill 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed (9 am) / Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
2 Samuel 11:1-15 Psalm 14 

Ephesians 3:14-21 John 6:1-21 

Continued from page 2 

Resources for ministries with migrants are available through the 
Global Migration Advance (#3022144). National Justice for Our 
Neighbors receives funding from The Advance (#901285), for 
the purpose of creating a welcoming community by providing 
immigration legal services, education and advocacy in the USA. 
If you are called to give, you may indicate those numbers on 

your gift through your Sewickley UMC giving. 

The UMC’s work on migration is not limited to countries south of 
the USA.  UMCOR and partner agencies have provided refugee 
aid in such places as Chios, Lebanon, and Germany, as well as 

Argentina and Mexico (search News at umcor.org). 

Locally, 50 immigrant children are being cared for by Holy 
Family Institute.  Following a recent Post-Gazette article, Holy 
Family Institute received such overwhelming responses that it is 
not accepting further material donations at this time.  However, 
financial donations are welcome – see hfi-pgh.org/how-to-help-
immigrant-children-at-holy-family for how to donate or for up-to-

date information on the ministry to those children. 

Above all else, pray for the individuals and families, who find 

themselves at the USA border and those who remain in 

countries with such dire conditions that some residents risk all to 

try to find a better life. 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AND IMMIGRATION, continued 

http://www.hfi-pgh.org/how-to-help-immigrant-children-at-holy-family/
http://www.hfi-pgh.org/how-to-help-immigrant-children-at-holy-family/
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

NICARAGUAN MISSIONARY 
RICHARD MROCZKA — During the 
Saturday, June 9th session at 
WPAUMC Annual Conference, 
Richard spoke the to attendees.  
While Bishop Moore-Koikoi requested 
that Richard return from Nicaragua 
due to the extremely dangerous conditions there, she also 
stated that she would not stop his return to Nicaragua.  Richard 
feels called to minister to the Nicaraguan people, and will return 
there by early July.  During his presentation, Richard spoke of 
nearly 70% of the roads being barricaded, making it impossible 
for Nicaraguans to leave their homes for work or to obtain food 
and other necessities.  He spoke of how frightened the people 
are, as they face increasing violence.  Richard shares his work 
at richardmroczkanicaragua.wordpress.com.  Donations to 
assist Richard as he returns to Nicaragua may be given through 
SUMC; please put his name in your memo.  He asks for your 

prayers, as well. 

FOURTH SUNDAY FOOD PANTRY – Look for the 
cart on July 22nd.  Children are out of school for the 
summer – consider purchasing peanut butter, jelly, 
macaroni and cheese, juice, and other nutritious kid-

friendly foods for July’s collection. 

WPAUMC SUMMER CAMPS — Are 
your kids interested in attending one of 
WPAUMC camps, but the cost is just 
more than your budget permits?  Besides 
the $100 campership offered by SUMC, 
you may be able to receive financial 
assistance by contacting Camp Allegheny, Wesley Woods or 
Jumonville directly.  It is not too late to sign up for camp, which 
can be a life-changing experience for many who attend. Links to 

the camps can be found at wpaumc.org/camping. 

A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY comes 
on Sunday, July 31, which is a “5th 
Sunday.”  Each time there is a 5th 

Sunday in a month, it is our 
opportunity to give extra to help to 

pay down the principal on the 
sanctuary loan, which is currently at 

$190,455.40. Mark your special 
offering “BOF,” use a Building Fund 

envelope or give via easyTithe.  
When giving extra to the sanctuary loan, please don’t do 

it at the expense of your regular giving to the church. 

FAMILY PROMISE SUPPORT — When SUMC ceased hosting 
Family Promise families, it committed to supporting other churches 
that continue to house homeless families with children from dinner 
each day through the night. Family Promise works with these 
families to become housed in 2-3 months.  While Family Promise 
has a house in Crafton from which it works during the day, zoning 
does not permit multiple families to stay there overnight.  
Therefore, area churches take turns housing the families for dinner 
and overnight.  In the past year, Martha Boward and Bill Utterback 
have provided dinner hosting to St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Carnegie and Bower Hill Community Church in Mt. Lebanon.  Bill 
Utterback recently provided overnight hosting at Bower Hill.  
However, for SUMC to continue to support host churches, more 
potential volunteers are needed.  Requirements are willingness to 
train on-line and to obtain child abuse clearances; availability to: 
host dinner by being at the host church by 5 pm (earlier if cooking 
food at the host church), host overnight by arriving at the location 
by 8-8:30 pm and staying until 6-6:30 am, or drive the Family 
Promise 14-passenger van either at 4:30 pm or 6 am.  SUMC is 
asked to support other churches once or twice per quarter.  If you 
do not already receive emails from Outreach about Family 

Promise and would 
like to volunteer, 
please contact 
Martha Boward. 

FAMILY PROMISE POST-SEWAGE BACK-UP NEEDS - During 
the torrential rain storm on Wednesday, June 20, sewage backed 
up into the basement of the Crafton house where Family Promise 
runs its services.  Insurance carried by the church which owns the 
house is covering the clean-up and sanitation of the basement; the 
only family currently being served did the initial “muck-out.” Family 
Promise's insurance will cover most of the cost of the items that 
could not be salvaged.  However, there are items which Family 
Promise is requesting, since there is a deductible on the policy. 
The items do not have to be new, but need to be in very good used 
condition or new (must be completely functional).  

Items needed:  

 Shop-vacs (2 were damaged) 

 Window air-conditioners (which are passed on the families as 
they are housed) 

 Storage containers with secure lids (to prevent future disasters, 
as many destroyed items were in cardboard boxes) 

 Personal care products (new) - LIMITED TO: Full-size 
toothpaste, Full-size shaving cream (men and women), bath 
poofs, body wash  

 Port-a-cribs (must meet current safety standards, but do not have 
to be new) 

You may bring your donations to the church and Outreach will 
deliver to the Crafton facility. 

https://richardmroczkanicaragua.wordpress.com/
https://www.wpaumc.org/camping
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SEWICKLEY UMC DISASTER  EARLY 
RESPONDERS NEED YOUR HELP – 
SUMC now has two Early Response 
Team (ERT) Leaders.  ERTs are 
primarily sent out to assist with local 
disaster response, such as what was 
needed with recent flooding in Pittsburgh’s South Hills. In order 
to provide rapid response to disaster response, our ERT Leaders 
need your help!  While most of the help needed in such 
circumstances is physical labor, there is also a need, at times, 
for volunteers to listen to those affected or to provide food and 
beverages to responders and those affected.  Please contact 
Pam Honeychurch, Jenine Furry or Martha Boward if you 
would like to learn more or to add your contact information 
to the responders list.  Being on the list does not require you to 
respond every time that there is a call, but having a list of willing 
volunteers will enable Sewickley UMC and our ERT Leaders to 

reach out as quickly as possible. 

MEET UP AND EAT UP! 
SUMMER YOUTH LUNCH PROGRAM 

In partnership with Leetsdale Borough and Union Aid 
Society, the Sewickley Valley YMCA is offering FREE 

lunches to all youth 18 and under on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 11:30 am - 1 pm at 

Henle Park (Beaver Road and Ferry Street, Leetsdale). 
The YMCA wants to ensure that all kids in our community 
have enough to eat this summer! No advanced sign-up or 

paperwork is required to enjoy a meal. Contact Barb 
Herman, Membership Manager, at 412-741-9622 ext. 131 

or bherman@sewickleyymca.org for more information. 

As the VBS team begins preparing for a “Roaring River Rampage” 
in August, we are concerned that we might get caught up a creek 
without a paddle.  Please excuse the idiom. It seemed 

unavoidable. 

We need to borrow paddles to decorate and perhaps to use in 
story-telling and games.   Not ping-pong paddles, or the paddles 
sometimes kept by teachers in classrooms. We have some of 

those (ping-pong paddles; maybe not the other kind). 

We need kayak paddles and canoe paddles. 

Our evening program, planned for August 6 - 10, takes places as 
an adventure along a whitewater river. We need to borrow props to make it look and feel authentic. We would 
also like to borrow kayaks and or canoes, if possible. But only if you promise to reclaim them at the end of the 

week.  The Trustees won’t permit us to open a boathouse. 

We would also like to obtain some inflatable rafts for the week if anyone has access to 

them.  And, if you have any lifejackets to share, we will accept those as well.   

If you have any other equipment that would help create a whitewater setting, we’re interested. We hope to 

involve the sanctuary, the Simpson Room and several classrooms in the basement. 

We also need Christmas trees, without lights, so we can create a pine forest. 

For more information, contact camp directors Susie Moffett and Holly Burnett, or any member of the Fellowship 

of the Cross youth group. 

We’re going Rolling on the River!  Join us for the ride of a lifetime at Rolling River 
Rampage VBS on Aug 6 - 10 from 6-8:30 pm. All rafters, 3 years old up to 5th grade, are 
encouraged to join us for a week of music, crafts, science, and Bible stories to help them 
learn that God is always with them as they ride the rapids of life. Register at 
SewickleyUMC.org or through the church office at 412-741-9430. Adults and youth, 6th 
grade and up, are also needed as volunteers.  Contact Susie Moffett or Holly Burnett with 

any questions and to volunteer. 

NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS, continued 

https://www.sewickleyumc.org/vacation-bible-school
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A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) is a direct transfer of 
funds from your IRA custodian, payable to a qualified charity. 
QCDs can be counted toward satisfying your required 
minimum distributions (RMDs) for the year, as long as certain 
rules are met.  As any member over the age of 70½ knows, 
you are required to take an annual distribution from your IRA 
or face a stiff penalty.  Since you have to take a distribution 
anyway, do it in the most tax advantaged way possible.  For 
those who are not using their required IRA distributions for 
living expenses, you might consider making a QCD directly to 

the church. 

In addition to the benefits of giving to charity, a QCD excludes 
the amount donated from taxable income, which is unlike 
regular withdrawals from an IRA. Keeping your taxable income 
lower may reduce the impact to certain tax credits and 

deductions, including Social Security and Medicare. 

To make a contribution, instruct your IRA trustee or custodian 
to make a transfer from the IRA directly to Sewickley United 
Methodist Church.  Many trustees and custodians already 

have forms and procedures in place to make this transfer.  

If you have any questions about this legislation and how it can 

benefit both you and SUMC, please reach out to me. 

Blessings, 
Pam Honeychurch 

SUMC Treasurer 

QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTIONS FROM AN IRA 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE PROJECTS – Thanks to your support, through individual contributions and 
through the Outreach Committee budget allocation, Sewickley UMC delivered 36 hygiene kits to 
Eastbrook Mission Barn.  Funds were also forwarded for toothpaste and shipping for those kits.  $90 
was also donated for the general operating expenses of Eastbrook Mission Barn.  Some cleaning kits 

and hygiene kits were recently dispatched to the South Hills to assist those hit by floods on June 20th!   

SHOES AND MORE SHOES – Sewickley UMC cleared their closets of 95 pairs of shoes, which were 
then delivered to the collection truck at the WPA Annual Conference at Grove City College.  Erie United 
Methodist Alliance (EUMA) benefits from this shoe collection, allowing that agency to serve many in 
need, including homeless persons.  EUMC announced that 25,000 pairs of shoes were headed to Haiti.  
As the shoe collection is an annual event, please be sure to save your gently used or new shoes for the 

2019 collection. 

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT – Curious about what goes on at 
the Annual Conference each year at Grove City College?  Information of all sorts is available on the 
WPAUMC.org website. There are links to photos, archived videos of all the sessions, the texts of 
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi’s messages, the Daily Journal detailing proceedings and more at 
wpaumc.org/AC.  Want to know how Connectional Apportionment dollars (funds submitted by each 

local church to WPAUMC) are spent?  Copies of that report are available at the back of the sanctuary. 

WPAUMC.org
http://www.wpaumc.org/AC
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We are using “easyTithe” to 
offer online giving to our church 
family.  Those who choose to 
give in this way can create a 

secure account from via easyTithe and set up recurring giving with selected funds, frequency, and 
amount.  easyTithe allows you to securely give via your bank account or credit/debit card.  You can 
give online by visiting the giving page on our website.  SUMC pays a monthly service fee to 
easyTithe, plus easyTithe charges us 3% for each donation made.  When giving via easyTithe, 
please considering covering the 3% transaction fee.   

You can also give via the easyTithe Mobile App. It is a simple as downloading the app to your 
smartphone and setting up your profile information in just a couple of steps.  Once setup, you can 

choose to make a one-time donation or set up recurring giving. 

Dear SUMC Family, 

Thank you so much for the constant encouragement during our years 
at college with the finals week care packages.  And thank you for the 
graduation gift; we love the key chains!  We know we can always find 

encouragement and love from our church family. 

Thank you again, 

Savannah and Ciara Resler 

THANK YOU to the Fellowship of the Cross youth group and leaders 
for planting flowers in our gardens and containers on June 3rd of this 
spring.  Robin Craig Clark wrote:  “All the flowers of all the tomorrows 

are in the seeds of today.” 

As the flowers bloom and flourish, they feed our souls with their quiet 
beauty and we enjoy their abundance of colors and fragrance from 
spring - to summer - to early fall.  Like the flowers you dress our 
gardens with.....you bring sunshine to shady places with the worthy 

service and wonderful work that you do!   

God bless you. 

The residents of the Union Aid Building. 

I am overwhelmed by the generosity and expressions of love from 
my church family as I recover from my recent surgery.  Thank you for 

the many cards, the delicious meals, and for your prayers.   

With sincere appreciation, 

Jack Morrow Kim and Shawn Bullock celebrated their 25th 

wedding anniversary on June 5 by renewing 

their vows with Pastor Russel officiating. 

https://www.sewickleyumc.org/
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If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list, 
please let the office know.  We don’t want to leave anyone out of special wishes.  

Congratulations to Michelle Kennedy and Jason Garofalo 
who were married on June 16, by Pastor Russel here at 

Sewickley United Methodist Church.  The Nurture 
Committee hosted the reception in the Simpson Room, 

with Jack and Susie Moffett providing music. 

John A.  
Susan Aye 
Betty Beaman 
The Black Family 
Brayden 
Jack Certain 
Johanne Charlery 
Dee Connelly 
Roger Connelly 
Susan Dobbins 
Lou Egenlauf 
Marilyn Evans 
Pat Fulton 
Bob Graham 
June Graham 
Laura Hertrick 
Katherine Johnson & family 
Wayne Johnson 
Sam L. 
Michael Labasik 
Lemasters Family (Debbie 

Chesney) 
Barbara McCarthy 
Sara McCullough 
Brian McKay 
Family of Joe Manzinger 
Lindsay Merryman 
Steven and Alice Moore 

Jack Morrow 
Ray Morrow 
George Neiman 
John and Sandy Nelson 
Darryl Gunnison Odom 
Margaret Pedee 
Jim Rogansky 
Family of Antwan Rose 
Mrs. Arlene Rucker 
Doug Rummens 
Morgan S. 
Regina S. 
Robert Schlemmer 
Family of Rachel Shuluga 
C.R. “Bob” Simpson 
Family of Helen Smouse 
Linda Sollinger 
John Sotirakis 
Pam Squires 
Will Stewart 
Don Thomas 
Renee Tobias 
Family of Bob Vigne 
Don Walker 
Barry Yant 
Rich Z. 
Dennis Zeveny 

UNSTOPPABLE WOMEN 

Invite a young woman you care about 
to a retreat for Unstoppable Young 
Women at Olmsted Manor (17 East 
Main, Ludlow, PA 16333) from Friday, 
July 6 to Sunday, July 8.  Cost:  $25.  
Ages: 14-25.  Speaker: Rev Jane 
Ellen Nickel (chaplain at Allegheny College and sister of Van 
Nickel).  Email Laramie (l.cowan@setonhill.edu) or Denise 
(dnstone24@gmail.com) with questions.   
To register visit the Unstoppable Facebook page: 
facebook.com/umwunstoppable or call Olmsted Manor at 
814-945-6512.  Unstoppable is a real bargain at $25 as the 
committee is automatically giving all attendees a scholarship 
this year. 

mailto:l.cowan@setonhill.edu
mailto:dnstone24@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/umwunstoppable/
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Order by April 3 for Aril 7 pickup 

Mwita, a boy abandoned by his parents in Tanzania, living with a grandmother and then an 
aunt, often went to church looking for opportunity.  Opportunity to slip unnoticed through the 
door.  Opportunity to return to the streets, to stealing, to any gang that would include him and 
employ him for a few hours and give him something to eat.  

“When we got to church I would run away. Some days I got back home at midnight,” he said in 
an interview published on the Operation Christmas Child website. “A person would say to me 
‘You sell this marijuana and I will buy you a meal.’  “When I was in the streets I had no hope at all. I had no hope that I would ever get 
out of it.” 

One morning in church, the pastor promised to share something special with the children who stayed. Mwita, who had been living in the 
streets for several days, who had feared for his life through one harrowing night, felt too tired to run, too frightened to return to the 
streets. 

The pastor talked about a new friend – Jesus – and Mwita listened intently. He needed a new friend. But his experience with friends 
was defeating.  “When they talked about the Wonderful Friend, I thought about how all my old friends had changed my life in a bad 
way,” Mwita said.  When Operation Christmas Child volunteers handed him a shoebox stuffed with gifts, he hesitated to open it. Gifts 
from friends often came with obligation. He opened his box at home, alone, and found a soccer ball, toy trucks and a T-shirt. No 
obligations, but a new opportunity. Volunteers invited children to classes about Jesus the next morning, and Mwita returned. 

“I wanted to learn more about this wonderful friend. I learned that there is no better friend than Jesus. After understanding this, I started 
changing.”  Mwita now waits for an opportunity to sing for the other children in church.  “I don’t want any children who are orphaned to 
live without hope. I want them to find their hope in God,” he said. “I thank God for Operation Christmas Child because you helped me 
and you are helping other children like me find hope. I praise God because He changed my life.” 

The Sewickley United Methodist Church family, in an effort coordinated by the Fellowship of the Cross Youth, has packed 700 shoe 
boxes for Operation Christmas Child over the past seven years. Each of those boxes has included school supplies, personal hygiene 
items such as soap and toothbrushes, and toys, stuffed animals and balls.  

A year ago, the SUMC boxes were presented to children in Columbia. In previous years, SUMC 
boxes reached children in Ukraine, Honduras, the Bahamas, Burundi and several other nations 
in Africa. 

FOTC launched its 2018 shoe box campaign in May, and has selected “wow” gifts – toys, stuffed 
animals, balls, jewelry – as our target contribution for July.  In August, we will target school 
supplies. 

In June, we targeted health and personal items as target contributions for June, and we also 
need more of those, including bar soap, washcloths, toothbrushes, adhesive bandages, combs, 
hairbrushes, hair accessories, socks and sunglasses. 

Any gifts may be donated at any time between May and September. FOTC keeps a donation box 
in the narthex. Shoeboxes and financial gifts are also welcome. Operation Christmas Child does 
not accept toothpaste, any liquids (including shampoo), candy or war-related items such as toy 
guns or knives.  FOTC will again host a packing party on a Sunday morning in September or 
October. 

For more information, or to make a financial contribution, see Pamela Mayo, Bill Utterback or any member of the FOTC team. 

July Collection 
Target 

PITTSBURGH DISTRICT SERVICE of PRAYER, UNITY, HEALING & HOPE 

Sunday, July 1, 3 pm 
First United Methodist Church of Pittsburgh 5401 Centre Ave 

Please join us to prayerfully reflect upon the shooting of Antwon Rose, Jr., seek healing, 
advocate for changes to the systems and culture which foster violence against people of 
color, strengthen the bonds of unity, and commit to a future with rich and affirming multi-

racial/multi-cultural relationships Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi and others will make remarks  

All are welcome! 
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 2018 Budget 
Budgeted 

to Date 
May Year-to-date 

Expenses  263,889.67  116,458.00  18,987.63  115,772.74 

Receipts  263,893.00  103,402.46  24,929.91  115,901.32 

Overage (Deficit)  3.33  (13,055.54)  5,942.28  128.58 

Here’s a summary 

of the latest  

Treasurer’s Report. 

Pam Honeychurch, 

Treasurer 

The Old Testament records the movement of 
the Holy Spirit through human affairs.  The 
Hebrew people spent 80 years wandering Sinai 
internalizing a handful of natural law that had 
come to them as tablets from a mountain top.  

In 1300, Joshua took these people and these laws, across the Jordan to begin 
building the nation of Israel.  The people were required to re-write the law every 
50 years. 21st Century science verifies that 50 years appears to be the length of 
human memory. 50 years also allows new lessons to be learned.   

950 was one of these years of the Jubilee.  The tribal judges had lived, and King 
David had mastered an empire which reached the Euphrates River.  The mobile 
Ark had been replaced by a fixed Temple. It was the time for Solomon’s scribes 
to write down the J,E&JE histories as the beginning of the Torah.   

600 was also a Year of the Jubilee.  The kingdom had split and come back 
together. Samaria was formed.  Isaiah had convinced Hezekiah that if he would cleanse the idols out of Jerusalem there would be a 
miracle equal to the parting of the sea!  Three Assyrian armies lay dead in the morning (701).  Amos (760) had taught about monotheism 
and justice. Micah (731) about forgiveness, hope and future restoration. Hosea (721) about God’s redeeming love.  Zephaniah (640) 
about God’s sense of justice.  These ideas had been vague in the Torah because it focused on faithfulness as proof of authority.  It was 
time for a re-statement of the law. 

Josiah was only eight when he became King.  He was 16 when he began cleansing the idols, not just from Jerusalem, but throughout 
what had once been a united kingdom.  Jeremiah arrived on the scene.  Josiah was 28 when Hilkiah the High Priest found First 
Deuteronomy in the Temple trash.(621)  Huldah, a woman prophet, told Josiah and the Priests to make a covenant with YHWH like the 
one Moses made 600 years earlier.   

Deuteronomy emphasizes that individual believers must own their faith. There is only one Temple. The powerful derive their rights from 
the people.  Justice is more important than law.  The community has a collective responsibility. The law of Moses had come as stone 
tablets from atop the mountain.  Deuteronomy was found in the Temple trash and affirmed by a woman! 

Josiah died an untimely death (609), but Nahum was thrilled to see the prophecies fulfilled.  The ultimate oppressor was crushed.  Not 
one brick stood upon another where once mighty Nineveh had terrified the world. Yet Judah and Israel remained! 

Come join us as Jeremiah unfolds.  We meet in the library between services, and enjoy each other’s company! 

Roger Thomas 

Welcoming Everyone (“WE”) is a new, 
local nonpartisan group that seeks to 
bring together people of different 
backgrounds in and around our Quaker 
Valley area. Their goal is to create 
opportunities for fellowship that will 
foster communication, understanding, 
caring, and respect for one another. The 
group feels that many of us are disheartened by the 
divisiveness of our society today. They believe that by 
creating ways that the community can come together, we will 
discover how much we all share regardless of our differences.  

Sewickley UMC is a supporting organization.   

For more info: facebook.com/welcomingeveryone. 

Please write to our Shut-ins and 

keep them in your prayers.  The 

church office can provide you 

with contact information. 

Marge Anderson 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Virginia Harriger 

Marian Lippert 

B.J. Manzinger 

Pat Rudy 

Patricia Smith 

Bonnie Stoicovy 

Shirley Sye 

https://www.facebook.com/welcomingeveryone/
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By donating things you might already have around 
your home, you are able to help worthwhile causes.  
Collection containers for each of these items are 
on the long counter in the Simpson Room. 

 Pop tops from drink cans go to the local Order 

of the Eastern Star to aid their Scholarship Fund. 

 Box Tops for Education, from General Mills products and 
their affiliated brands, help the Red Bird Mission School earn free 

educational resources. 

 Tyson Project A+, labels from specially marked Tyson 
products help the Red Bird Mission School earn free 

educational resources.  Each label earns the school 24¢. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

3 PM Pittsburgh District 

Service of Prayer, Unity, 

Healing and Hope 

2 3 
8 PM AA 

4 

 

5 6 
7 PM AA 

7 

8 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

9 
6:30 PM Finance  

6:30 PM Trustees 
8 PM Council 

10 
7 PM Safety and 

Security 

Committee 

8 PM AA 

11 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

12 13 
7 PM AA 

14 

15 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

16 17 
8 PM AA 

18 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

19 20 
7 PM AA 

21 
2 PM QV Class of 

1973 Repass 

Memorial 

22 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

12 PM Pumpkin Patch Meeting 

23 24 
8 PM AA 

25 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

26 27 
7 PM AA 

28 

29 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

30 31 
8 PM AA 

        

 
PUMPKIN PATCH MEETING:  There will be a “brief” meeting to discuss this year’s pumpkin patch after the 11 am 
service on Sunday, July 22.  We will try to meet in the parlor.  We need new ideas and new faces.  Please come 

and give us your input!   The pumpkins are currently scheduled to arrive on Saturday, September 29th.  

 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR 2 VOLUNTEERS (1 from each service) to co-lead the 2018 Holiday Greenery Fundraiser. 
This October fundraiser brings in money for our general fund through the sale of live wreaths, mini-trees, and 
centerpieces, which are delivered to the church around Thanksgiving time. Mickman Brothers has a very easy 

program that is easy to learn. The current organizer, Jessica Moore, will be happy to guide you through the process. 


