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Sometimes people will say things that catch us off guard. Have 

you ever had someone say something to you that took you by 

surprise? Or, sometimes someone will say something that is 

just downright offensive or hurtful. Maybe you have been 

offended or hurt by someone’s words.  Once words are spoken, 

they cannot be taken back. It is like trying to put toothpaste 

back into the tube once it is squeezed out.  

There are other times when someone will say something that 

gives you pause to stop and really think about what they said.  

For the past several weeks, I have been car shopping. I really 

do not like that process. I went to three different car dealers, 

and after doing my due diligence, I purchased a vehicle. And 

that is when it happened. I was sitting with the car dealership 

finance person signing 100 pieces of paper (or at least it 

seemed like 100 pieces of paper). The gentleman sitting across 

the desk from me looked up at me and said (AND I QUOTE) 

“This will probably be the last vehicle you buy!” Wait! What? 

This will probably be the last vehicle I buy? “Well,” he said, “you 

had your other car nine years and if you keep this one that 

long…” I thought to myself; how old do you think I am? 

I couldn’t get what he said out of my head. Could he possibly 

be right? Might this be the last car I ever buy? I hope not, but 

you never know what tomorrow will bring. The Psalmist writes, 

“The years of our life are three score and ten, or even by 

reason of strength fourscore.” So the Bible says one can expect 

to live 70 or maybe 80 years. I know many people 70 and older 

who are living very good and productive lives. 

However, it is true, our days are numbered. That is why each 

day should be lived as though it might be our last. That is why it 

is so very important to choose our words wisely. Our words 

should be words that build up and not tear down. Our words 

should be words of love and acceptance and not words of 

judgment and exclusion. Our words must be words of 

forgiveness and not words of hate and grudges. Words matter 

and they make a difference in the lives of those who receive 

them. 

In all of my “63” years, I still find it very difficult to not allow the 

negative and hurtful words of others affect me or define me. It is 

a process in which we learn to weed out the negative and 

hurtful and only embrace those positive words that enhance 

one’s life. 

Now I realize there are times when we must hear those 

sometimes difficult words in order for us to grow. But they 

should be said in a loving and caring way, and they should be 

received in the same manner. 

There are lots of people out there just waiting for every chance 

they can get to tear us down, to tell us we are not worthy, we do 

not fit in, we are losers. 

But we should not listen to those words or allow them to define 

us. It is far more important to listen to what Jesus has to say…. 

John 3:16:  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 

Romans 5:8:  But God shows his love for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Romans 8:37-39:  No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that 

neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 

nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Galatians 2:20:  I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 

longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now 

live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave himself for me. 
Continued next page 
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1 John 3:1:  See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The 

reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 

These are the words that matter. These are the words that should define who we are. 

Choose your words wisely. 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Russel 

From The Pastor’s Heart, continued 

NURSERY FACELIFT 
NEEDED! 

It has been a long time since 
our church nursery was updated 
and the time has come to do 
something about it.  A group of 

volunteers will come together over the summer (before the 
Sunday School year starts) to do some self-help work, including 
painting and making the flooring more child friendly.  Also, we 
would like to replace some of the toy storage shelving and make 
the nursery a more visually welcoming space, with a focus on 

making it a safe place for our precious little ones. 

If you would like to volunteer to help with the nursery self-help 
work, please let Jenine Furry (our Trustee Chair), Pastor Russel, 

or the office know. 

Your tax-deductible donations are being sought to help cover the 
costs of the improvements.  Please mark your donations 

“Nursery.” 

BETHANY HOUSE ACADEMY (BHA) MEALS 

Sewickley UMC discontinued Thursday meals early this year due to lack 

of volunteers to help take the meals to BHA.  Minimally, two volunteers 

are needed who are able to carry large pans of hot food down the steps 

from the street into the BHA house in Northview Heights.  We would like 

to resume these much needed meals in the fall.  Thursday has been our 

day to provide the evening meal – volunteers leave church around 4 pm 

to drop off and serve the meal and return by 6:30 pm.  The meals are 

provided from late September through May on school days.   

If you are available during that timeframe and are interested in helping 
with the meal, please contact Martha 
Boward or Belinda Resler.  If we are able 
to get a reliable base of volunteers to take 
the meals, we will also welcome those 

willing to prepare the simple meals.   

MISSIONARY SPEAKERS 

Missionaries Cathy and John Rug will be speaking at both services on July 16.  They have been serving 
in Chile for over 40 years. Cathy graduated with Pastor Russel and Nancy.  They also share the same 

wedding anniversary.   

A free will offering will be received at both services for their mission efforts.   

A time of fellowship and refreshments will follow both services, giving an opportunity for more intimate 

conversation with Cathy and John. 

John and Cathy met at Geneva College and later married. As time passed, they became interested in the spread of the gospel in 

other lands through various missionaries who visited their church.  

The Rugs have served as church planters in Chile since 1986.  Currently, they have a two-pronged ministry of church planting and 
work among those with disabilities. In 2015, the Rugs began working with a Presbyterian church plant in Valparaíso, where John 
participates in the ministry of the church leadership. Cathy helps with music and disciples women of the church and community 

through her Quilt Evangelism ministry.  

The Rugs also reach out to some of Chile's "disposable" peoples, including the blind through the CEMIPRE Foundation they 
started. In order to facilitate a church-planting movement that reaches this largely overlooked group of people, the Rugs minister to 
them, their relatives, and friends through this resource center for the disabled. The project seeks to enable the Church to be more 

effective in crossing special needs barriers with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities  -  July 2017 

July 2, 2017 
Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) 
Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Liturgist:  Martha Boward  

Lectionary Readings 
Genesis 22:1-14 Psalm 13 (UMH 746) 

Romans 6:12-23 Matthew 10:40-42 

July 9, 2017 
Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sheltered with Love 

A/V:  Lou Ann Scott (9 am) 
Laura Geason (11 am) 

Liturgist:  Carole Ford  

Lectionary Readings 
Genesis 24:34-38 

Psalm 45:10-17 or Psalm 72 (UMH 795) 
Romans 7:15-25a Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

July 16, 2017 
Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) 
Andrea Lewis (11 am) 

Liturgist:  Volunteer Needed 

Lectionary Readings 
Genesis 25:19-34 Psalm 119:105-112  

Romans 8:1-11 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

July 23, 2017 
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 

A/V:  Laura Geason (9 am) 
Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Liturgist:  Donna Sawhill  

Lectionary Readings 
Genesis 28:10-19a Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24  

Romans 8:12-25 Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

July 30, 2017 
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed (9 am) 
Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Liturgist:  Volunteer Needed  

Lectionary Readings 
Genesis 29:15-28 

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b or Psalm 128  
Romans 8:26-39 Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

DISCOVER YOUR STRENGTH IN GOD! 

Join Sewickley UMC for VBS Hero Central! This free 
superhero adventure experience includes energetic music, 
interactive bible fun, super science, cool crafts, hands-on 

mission hero work, delicious snacks, great games, and more.  

The fun runs August 7—11, 6 to 8:30 pm.  

Register online (sewickleyumc.org)  

or call 412-741-9433 for more information. 

Hope to see you there, heroes! 
Serving Pre-K through 5th grade 

https://www.sewickleyumc.org/#vacation-bible-school
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

Thanks to your 
support, through 
individual 
contributions and 
through the Outreach 

Committee budget allocation, Sewickley UMC delivered 2 
packages of cloth diapers (10 diapers/package), 72 nail 
clippers, 12 laundry detergents and 6 all-purpose cleaners to 
WPA Annual Conference.  The items were from the East Brook 
Mission Barn’s most wanted list, and will be used to assemble 
relief kits for UMCOR.  Additionally, a check for $200 was given 
to the “At the Lake” ministry to help launch its boating on Lake 
Erie project.  More details on “At the Lake” can be found on 
page 5 in this newsletter and in the brochures available in the 

Simpson Room and in the sanctuary. 

FOURTH SUNDAY FOOD PANTRY 
COLLECTION — Please remember to bring items 
for the Sewickley Community Center Food Bank 
on July 23th.  Children who might rely on school 
breakfasts and lunches are home for the summer, 

so do consider kid-friendly foods for July. 

SEWICKLEY YMCA SUMMER 
MEALS – The Y will be providing a 
simple meal from 1-3 pm each 
weekday during the summer for 
children 18 or younger.  To assist 
with Y with this new program, 
Sewickley UMC has provided paper 
products for the start of the program.  
The Y is also in need of volunteers 
for set up, monitoring, and clean-up 
each day.  If you would like to assist 
with that each Thursday, please 
contact Martha Boward, Outreach chair – we will offer our 
assistance on Thursdays, if there is sufficient interest.  If you 
are available at other times, please contact Barb Herman at the 
Y – 412-741-9622 x131 or bherman@sewickleyymca.org (she 
will be out of the office until July 6th, so be patient).  Share the 

availability of the meals with those who might be in need. 

Children's Church is seeking 
volunteers to help our children, ages 4 
through 5th grade, learn about our faith 
by participating in themed activities and 
videos each Sunday during the 11am 
service during the school year.  We are 

seeking a 1 time a month commitment, although you can 
volunteer more!  Please indicate your interest by filling out the 
form at the back of the church or contacting Andrea Lewis, our 

Children’s Church coordinator. 

As Pat Leiphart undergoes treatment, she and 
Warren will be having some out of town visitors.  
They don’t have space in their apartment and 
are seeking help.  If you have a guest room, 
with at least a queen-sized bed, you could offer 
or parking space for their relatives visiting with a 

camper, please reach out to Warren. 

 

WPAUMC  LAUNCHES CAMP INITIATIVE — Bishop Moore-
Koikoi arrived at the Saturday’s Annual Conference session in 
grand fashion – wearing 5-inch heels and descending by a rope 
from the gym’s balcony!  Why?  The Bishop was kicking off a 
4-year campaign to raise $5 million for camping and retreat 
ministries.  Her dramatic arrival preceded a presentation on 
how camping and retreat ministries address the five 
Conference areas of focus - developing principled Christian 
leaders; promoting abundant health; dismantling racism; 
creating new places for new people and renewing 
congregations; and engaging in ministry with the poor.  A 
spontaneous offering brought forth by Conference attendees 
yielded nearly $10,000; the Sunday Ordination Service offering 
brought the total to over $18,000 – a nice start to the campaign.  
A number of Conference clergy attributed their ministry call to 
their camping experience.  New initiatives under the camping 
umbrella will include partnering with the Healthy Village 
Learning Institute (in work with youth facing economic, 
educational and social challenges in the city of McKeesport) 
and At the Lake Ministries.   More details will be forthcoming on 

this initiative. 

IT'S THE BERRIES! — Celebrate 
summer on Sunday, July 16th, when we 
will have strawberries and cake for 

dessert after the traditional service. 

SAVE THE DATE! — SEPTEMBER 9th 
for Traveling Around the World of Food.  
Get your taste buds ready for excellent 
cuisine at the Progressive Dinner and 
Auction planned for adults on Saturday, 
September 9th. Details will follow in 

August bulletins. 

HELP WITH THE CENTER FOR 
HOPE MEAL — Please join our 
volunteers who will cook and serve a 
delicious home cooked dinner for the 

guests at Center for Hope in Ambridge on 
Thursday, August 31.  You can donate a cake, 
milk, juice, green salad makings, or fruit.  

Please contact Donna Sawhill to help. 



JULY 2017 MINUTES 

(5) 

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT 

Curious about what goes on at the Annual Conference each year at Grove City 
College?  Information of all sorts is available on the WPAUMC.org website. There are 
links to photos, archived videos of all the sessions, the texts of Bishop Cynthia 
Moore-Koikoi’s messages, the Daily Journal detailing proceedings and more at 
wpaumc.org/AC.  Martha Boward attended the Annual Conference as your lay 

member, and will report to the Church Council in July.   

Copies of the Bishop’s State of the Conference are available in the sanctuary.  There 
are also copies of information pertaining to: Bearing Fruit (outlining Connectional 
Apportionment expenditures), Ministry Grants (sources and recent awards), At the 
Lake Ministries (new Conference ministry to provide Lake Erie excursions to those 
with special needs), Zimbabwe Partnership (of which the Nyadire Connection is a 
part), Mission u (opportunities in July for Adults, Children and Youth to spend time at 

California Univ. of PA in study and in hands-on mission), and 
Youth Ministry (Spark 2018, UTH 4 Mission, Parenting Teen 

Seminar and general Conference Youth connection).   

Sewickley UMC supports many ministries – perhaps, you would 
like to learn more and become more involved in one of the 
featured ministries.  Take time to look at the information 
available in the Simpson Room and the sanctuary, and explore 

our Annual Conference website for so much more!   

One of the Conference ministries that Sewickley UMC supported 
at the Annual Conference at Grove City College was the new At 
the Lake ministry, which hopes to launch the “JoAnn M” in May 
2018.  Over $4,000 was received at the ministry’s Conference 
booth. Much work has been done already – volunteers 
completed the painting and the boat is currently at an Erie shipyard to have work continue.  Fundraising will 

continue to fully support this ministry to those with special needs.  The following is taken from WPAUMC.org: 

“This ministry is being created with the hope that those with special needs and their families will have opportunities to experience 
the beauty of God’s creation, build supportive relationships, and relax in a setting where guests feel valued and welcomed in 
Christ’s love. Those who will be served include children and adults with autism, Down’s syndrome, physical and developmental 
needs, emotional challenges, disabled veterans, and assisted living residents. The ministry is open to all people, whether or not 

they are affiliated with a United Methodist Church. 

Charters will set sail roughly two times a week, for 20 weeks (May through September) each year. About 10-12 passengers with 
special-needs, along with wrap-around Therapeutic Support Staff (TSS) or close family members present to assist them, will come 
aboard for trips on Lake Erie or into Presque Isle Bay to fish or simply experience the wonderful natural resources the region has to 

offer. 

The vessel will provide secure enclosure for all guests, with any openings for fishing monitored by TSS or family members caring 
for the guests with special needs.  A quiet room, equipped with an accessible toilet facility, will be provided for guests who might 
need alone time in order to be calm before engaging in the fishing/lake experience once again.  Licensed captains will be 
employed to pilot the vessel, ensure the safety of all on board, and care for the basic maintenance of the vessel.  Deckhands will 

also be employed to aid the captain before, during, and after each outing.  

The vessel will be maintained in accordance with the safety standards of the U.S. Coast Guard, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission, and with the Safe Sanctuary Policy of the United Methodist Church (requiring Criminal and Child Abuse background 

checks). 

Check out At the Lake on Facebook for pictures and videos.  If you are called to this ministry, contact information is available on-
line or in the brochure; further financial support may be made through Sewickley UMC or via on-line link on the Facebook page.  

We are all invited to be in prayer for this new ministry. 

 
SHOES AND MORE SHOES 

 
Sewickley UMC cleared their closets of 

125 pairs of shoes, which were then 
delivered to the collection truck at the 

WPA Annual Conference at Grove City 
College.  Erie United Methodist Alliance 

(EUMA) benefits from this shoe collection, 
allowing that agency to serve many in 
need, including homeless persons.  In 

2016, unwanted shoes raised over 
$13,600 for the EUMA missions. 
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If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list, 
please let the office know.  We don’t want to leave anyone out of special wishes.  

Our church is supporting a number of charitable 

organizations.  By donating these things, you are able 

to help a worthwhile cause by collecting and 

donating things you might already have around 

your home.  Collection containers for each of 

these items are in the Simpson Room. 

 Labels for Education, which are found on 

products from Campbell’s and their affiliated 

brands, get sent to help the Red Bird Mission 

School earn free educational resources. 

 Box Tops for Education, from General Mills products 

and their affiliated brands, also go to help the Red 

Bird Mission School earn free educational 

resources. 

 Tyson Project A+, labels from specially 

marked Tyson products help the Red Bird 

Mission School earn free educational 

resources.  Each label earns the school 24¢. 

 Pop tops from drink cans go to the local 

Order of the Eastern 

Star to aid their 

Scholarship Fund. 

Since 2008, the Box 

Tops SUMC has sent to 

the Red Bird Mission 

have added $991.80 to 

their educational 

programs.  Thanks for 

clipping and collecting!  

Coca-Cola has ended their “My Coke Rewards” program and Campbell’s is ending their Labels for Education program in August 2017.  Thank 

you to everyone who supported the Red Bird Mission through the collection of the Coke bottle caps and Campbell’s labels. 

Lucia Louise Martinez received the Sacrament of Baptism 

on Sunday, June 25. 

Lucia was born on March 15, 
2017, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

She is the daughter of  
Ashleah and Nicholas Martinez. 

Noah and Emilia are Lucia’s proud 
brother and sister.  

Her godparents are Erica 

Hepworth and Gabriel Martinez. 

Lucia’s grandparents are William 
Kuriger II and Laura Kuriger, Daria 

Kuriger, and Lillian and Sergio 
Martinez.  Her great grandparents are Sandra and William 
Kuriger, Sr., Elsa Aguete de Curbelo, and Madeline and 

Stanley Smalley. 

WELCOME EMMA!! 

Emma Marie Miller was 
born on June 20, 2017 at 

8:38 am in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.  She was 
7 lbs, 2oz and 20” long.  
Emma is the daughter of 

Eric and Amanda Miller and 
the sister of Christian. 
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RED BIRD MISSION TRIP 2017 

Eight members of Sewickley UMC served the week of 

11 – 17 June at the Red Bird Mission in the 

southeastern corner of Kentucky.  This was the 11th 

consecutive year a group from SUMC has gone to this 

economically depressed area to be in service.  The 

work camp at the Red Bird Mission hosts people and church 

groups from all over who come to serve for a week at a time.  

Groups are given assignments, usually doing repairs at homes 

in the region surrounding the mission. 

Here’s who served on this year’s team and the number of years 

they have served:  Jenine Furry (2), Pat Grossarth (6), Laura 

Hess (9), Pam Honeychurch (10), Sandy Kuriger (1), Belinda 

Resler (1), Donna Sawhill (2), and Kristine Swaney (11). 

We were paired up with our crew leader, Andrew, and assigned 

to work at the home of Bonnie, which was about 40 minute 

drive from the mission.  Our assignment was to jack up the 

sagging corner of Bonnie’s house, which was under her 

bedroom, replace her bedroom floor and paint the room.  On 

Monday, after we cleared out her room, Sandy and Jenine lead 

the demolition effort, which quickly showed us that the entire 

area under the bedroom was eaten away and rotten.  We had 

to remove everything that had once been her floor and the 

supports, and rebuild from the joists up.  Laura and Jenine 

worked with Andrew to rebuild the joists and shore up the 

house.  Kris stayed at the Mission and helped in the kitchen.  

By the time Friday rolled around, we still had to finish the floor, 

scrub the walls, and paint — and time was ticking.  We all 

worked together in the small space simultaneously as Andrew, 

Pam and Jenine finished the subfloor, and Donne, Belinda, 

Laura, Pat and Sandy cleaned the walls.  As our final day 

marched on, we were able to finish Bonnie’s floor, quickly paint 

the room and move her furniture back in.  Jenine, Laura and 

Pam also built and installed a gate for 

the back porch.   

Throughout the week, we took time to 

visit with Bonnie, who had several 

health issues.  Just like Donna, she 

has 9 grandkids.  Bonnie proudly 

showed us the beautiful pictures of one 

of her granddaughters who had just 

attended her junior prom.  Bonnie 

talked with Laura about her love for watching mystery shows.  

On Friday, as we were saying goodbye to Bonnie, we left her 

with a beautiful prayer pillow from SUMC’s prayer blanket & 

pillow ministry Pat had picked out, and a prayer shawl Donna 

knitted for her. 

Thank you to everyone who kept us in their prayers and to 

those who helped pay for our gas by contributing to the “love 

offering” when we hosted a fellowship luncheon in February.  

Thanks also to Bola and Dorritt whose contributions helped us 

buy matching “team” shirts. 

Do you have a heart to serve?  Would you like to help others 

while showing love and acceptance?  Would you like to be part 

of the 2018 Red Bird Team?  We made a reservation to return 

again next year during the week of June 17.  Red Bird just 

changed their policy and each person must now pay a $50 

deposit, which is part of the $375 cost per team member, within 

60 days of making a reservation.  This means anyone who 

would like to be part of the 2018 Red Bird Team needs to make 

a decision soon, as our team deposit will need to be sent near 

the end of August 2017.  All of the 11 teams that have gone 

from SUMC so far have been women and teenage girls.  We 

have been an anomaly, as most teams coming from other 

churches include men and youth groups.  Men, teens and 

women are all welcome.  No special skills are required.  If you 

have questions or would like to be part of the 2018 team, 

please reach out to one of us who just served.  
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Ask the 17-person SUMC 
Honduras mission team to 
share the most vibrant moments 
in its June trip to San Jose, and 
you may be showered with 
17,000 answers. El Senor (the 
Lord) used all the colors in his 
grande box of crayons to create 

this experience. 

Many of us would likely point to 
the elderly woman who hugged 
every American in the vision clinic after receiving her new glasses 
and eye medication. Her tears suggested she was seeing 

something glorious with her heart as well as her new lenses. 

Others might recall young Raul, who, after completing our week-
long “100 percent Jesus” Bible story and basketball camp, 
presented the team with a handmade sign that read “Soy 100 

percent Jesus.” I am 100 percent Jesus.  

A few of us will remember that after singing three songs (in 
Spanish and English, thanks to Richard Fairlie’s translation and 
teaching), the congregation in the one-room Prince of Peace 

church asked us for a fourth song to close the service. 

Each adult on the team was surely moved by the compassion 
and commitment of the SUMC teens who handled the 
responsibilities and challenges of the vision clinic and 
energetically engaged the children of San Jose throughout the 

week.  

Johnathan Burnett served as team coordinator, while Mark 
Wiggins graciously handled the burdens of travel logistics. Dr. 
Nancy Wiggins and her 2017 “externs,” Mark Hakim, Andrea 
Russo and Justin Shearman, created the vision clinic. Burnett 

and Fairlie played guitar and led the music effort.  

The mission team included Alisa Lenhardt, Bill Utterback, and 
eight teens: Nina and Noah Wiggins, Allison and Paige Lenhardt, 

Grant Lane, Regis Conlin, Emily Zeanchock and Lia Warburton. 

Every team member served daily in the clinic and the camp, and 
attended worship services. It was an ambitious but rewarding 

schedule. 

Together, we offer profound and prayerful thanks to the SUMC 
congregation for making this trip possible through donations of 
mosquito nets, basketballs, sidewalk chalk and eye glasses, as 
well as financial contributions and participation in our fundraisers. 

Your prayers and encouragement also shaped our success. 

The Lord led us to connect with San Jose in multiple ways. We 
welcomed more than 500 people from multiple mountain villages 
to the clinic, gathered with more than 30 children for Bible stories 

and basketball each day, and worshiped in four small churches. 

Bill shared Bible stories and prayer through a translator for the 

first time, while Grant, Regis, 
Noah and Paige led the 
basketball camp. Allison, Nina, 
Emily and Lia taught the 
youngest children songs and 
dances they performed 
beautifully on the final 

afternoon.  

Each day produced 

unforgettable moments: 

Young Angie, during an evening service, took an American friend 
by the hand and pulled him to the prayer rail to kneel with her … 
Young Orbin wore his new glasses and a grand smile to the first 
day of basketball camp … Alisa, accompanied by both Allison 
and Paige for the first time, repeated “mi hija, mi hija” to friends 

she met in her first six trips to the village … 

We saw the guitars we donated in 2015 sitting on the chancels in 
two churches, and we left two more guitars … a young man who 
received glasses from us in 2015 returned with the frames heavily 
taped. He received a new pair … an elderly man excitedly 
repeated “leer” (to read) and “mi Biblia” (my Bible) as he waited 
outside the clinic for his glasses … The children of San Jose led 

the prayers at the close of two Bible studies … 

Lia stood in the back of a pickup truck and shouted “Hola” to 
everyone as we ascended the dirt road through the mountains …. 
“Alinson” and “Pech” (Allison and Paige) were remembered in 
chalk “amigo” messages on the cement surfaces of the village … 
Richard exchanged crayon drawings with the children … 
Johnathan pitched batting practice … Grant, Regis and Noah 
stayed to play basketball with the children long after camp ended 
each day … Mark and young Anthony did pushups together on 
the basketball court before Alisa showed Anthony some yoga 
postures … children waved and called “Ah-Lee-See-AH” and 
“Non-See” as Alisa and Nancy walked through the village … 
Samir, who came to camp each day without shirt or shoes, 
proudly wore the “100 percent Jesus” headband we awarded him 

… 

We went hoping to find a canvas to share our blessings and our 
faith, but some of the most unforgettable moments came when 
we served as a canvas for San Jose, especially the children, to 

paint a brilliant mural of its faith.  

On the final afternoon, the children, in long, colorful dresses, 
performed a traditional Honduran dance for us, and then read 
aloud notes of appreciation to Emily, Lia and the group. Young 
Astri, in a red dress and too much lipstick, began crying as she 
read a note that referenced each Bible lesson. She was unable to 
finish, and she was not alone in her tears. We, like the woman in 
the clinic, witnessed something glorious with our hearts while in 

Honduras. 
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Vladimir remembers sharing sneakers and 
a toothbrush with eight siblings in Ukraine. 

“We took turns wearing (the sneakers) 
outside to play.” 

At age nine, riding a bus and then a tram, 

he reached his first Operation Christmas 

Child event. He remembers snacks, songs, 

an animated video about Jesus, and a shoe box stuffed with gifts from the United States. 

“It was a harsh winter and I didn’t have warm clothes, but I didn’t feel the cold at all – only 
excited … I had never received a gift before,” Vladimir, now living in Tennessee, wrote in a 
first-person story at the OCC website. 

“The school supplies inside my box made me feel special.” 

The box also included a yo-yo and dental floss, which he used on his teeth and then 
repurposed to build floating toys. 

“Receiving something as a free gift was new to me—and helped me better understand God’s free gift of salvation, which we can’t earn 
and can never repay.” 

The Sewickley United Methodist Church family has filled and contributed 600 shoe boxes to the national Operation Christmas Child 
campaign in the past six years. Twice, SUMC boxes were delivered to Ukraine. Children in several African countries, Honduras, and the 
Bahamas have also received SUMC boxes, and some were delivered to politically-sensitive areas that cannot be identified. Children 
receiving boxes are also offered free Bible classes and will receive Bibles upon completion of the classes. 

The 2017 SUMC shoe box campaign, coordinated by the Fellowship of the Cross, has been underway since May. The target 
contribution for July is anything for boys ages 2 to 14. Hats, socks, balls, books, puzzles, small toys, stuffed animals and flash lights will 
be welcomed. No liquids, toothpaste and toys/games/clothing with a military design can be accepted. Everything must fit into a shoe 
box. 

School supplies will be collected in August. The targeted donations from May (health and hygiene supplies) and June (gifts for girls) are 
also welcome at any time, as are donations of shoe boxes with separate lids and money to address shipping costs. The cost of shipping 
each box has risen from $7 to $9 this year.  

Donations can be left in the FOTC box in the narthex or delivered to any FOTC youth member. Financial donations can be delivered to 
FOTC teens, facilitators Pamela Mayo or Bill Utterback, or the church office.  

July Collection Target 

Items for Boys 

 2017 Budget 
Budgeted 

to Date 
May Year-to-date 

Expenses  261,574.27  118,683.20  19,552.50  120,394.59 

Receipts  261,574.27  105,389.85  18,525.90  110,477.38 

Overage (Deficit)  0.00  (13,293.35)  (1,026.60)  (9,917.21) 

Here’s a summary of 

the latest Treasurer’s 

Report: 

Pam Honeychurch, 

Treasurer 

RALLY DAY!!! AUGUST 27 @ 10 AM 
(One combined service for this Sunday) 

Rally Day is the day we have chosen to welcome the congregation and introduce (or 
reintroduce) you to the various committees and service opportunities SUMC has to offer. 
This will be kicked off with a combined worship service at 10 am (inside) followed by 

refreshments on the lawn (provided by the Nurture Committee), weather permitting. 

It is also an excellent time to meet and mingle with the whole congregation and have some fun to start off the SUMC year.  

Worship Committee 
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Alice 
Lisle B. 

Marcy B. 
Ron Barber 

Hurst Bartley 
Family of Judy Benjamin 

Ruth Beshero 
Barb Beukema 

Darrel Black 
Dee Connelly 

Donna Cymbalak 
Melody Dean 

Jodi Dolin 
Julie Donaho 

Edward 
Lou Egenlauf 

Don Evanchko 

Evelyn 
Sarah Gladwell 
Allen Gleason 
June Graham 
Josie Greco  

Atleah Grubb  
Nate Hatfield 
Laura Hertrick  
Jodi Hoenke 

Janna 
Jeff and Jodi 
Kristen Johns 

Katherine Johnson 
Wayne Johnson 

Rev. Sandy Jordan 
Janet Kallan 

Lee Knepshield 

Clark Leiphart 
Pat Leiphart 

Dixie Lemasters 
Garrett Lemasters 

Marian Lippert 
Joe Lombardo 
Donna Macaul 
Michelle Malito 

Sara McCullough  
Scott McDonough 

Brian McKay 
Mary Ann Moore 

Family of Norma Moore 
John Nelson 

Sandy Nelson 
Gary P. 

Patty Payne 
Cleo Pfeifer 

Cori Reasoner 
Jim Rogansky 

Ryan 
Karen S. 

Ed Sawhill 
Jeremy Schiable 
Rachel Shuluga 

Renee Shutak 
Gale Siddall 

C.R. “Bob” Simpson 
Dorothy Smith 

Family of Bill Smouse 
Bonnie Stoicovy 
Sandy Stroebel 

Renate Tabet and family 
Don Thomas 
Renee Tobias 
Philip Tolorica 

Emil Valsimidas 
Charles Wilson 
Michael Woods 

Bob Yant 
Dennis Zeveny 

Jacob Zickefoose 

In memory of parents and grandparents, 
Joe and Esther Boward,  
by The Boward Family 

In memory of her father and 3 brothers, 
who all served in the armed service, 

by Dana Yant 

In memory of her loved ones 
who served our country 

by Dorritt Field 

In memory of their son, Michael, 
and Pat’s sister, Lynda, 

by Pat and Steve 

In memory of parents and grandparents, 
Don and Ruth Idecker,  
by The Boward Family 

In memory of Bob Painter 
by Ruth Painter and Nancy Wiggins 

In memory of her parents, 
Helen and Joe Minnemeyer,  

by Carol Egenlauf 

In honor of Andrea Lewis 
by Barry Lewis 

In honor of Amanda, Dan, 
Jessica & Alec Hooper 

by Mom & Dad 

To the Glory of God 
by Pam Honeychurch 

In honor of all servicemen and women 
by Dana Yant 

In honor of Pam Honeychurch & Laura Hess 
for all the work and love they have given them 

by Pat and Steve 

Please write to our 
Shut-Ins and keep 

them in your prayers. 

The church office can provide you with contact 
information. 

Marge Anderson 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Joe & B.J. Manzinger 

Helen Smouse 

Shirley Sye 

CLEARANCES 

To comply with Pennsylvania law, all volunteers, age 18 and 

older, who work with children must have clearances on file in 

the church office that are less than 5 years old.  We cannot 

have volunteers without current clearances help with nursery, 

Vacation Bible School, Sunday school, 

Kid's Night Out, etc.  If you need to get 

clearances so you can participate in 

ministry for children or youth, please 

contact Kim Benjamin or the church 

office. 
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July 2017  

Barry & Andrea Lewis 7/2 

Doug & Linda Rummens 7/2 

Woody & Lee Ann Magness 7/8 

Jim & Wilma Hamilton 7/12 

Ronna Sue & Donald Vangura 7/18 

Roger & Pam Wright 7/20 

Timothy & Amie McCombs 7/26 

Jack & Susie Moffett 7/27 

Bill & Pat Ferguson 7/30 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

            1 

2 

9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

11 AM Fellowship of 

the Cross 

11 AM Traditional 

Worship 

3 4 

 

 

 

 

8 PM AA 

5 

6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

6 7 

7 PM AA 

8 

9 

9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

11 AM Fellowship of 

the Cross 

11 AM Traditional 

Worship 

10 

6:30 PM Finance 

Committee 

6:30 PM 

Trustees 

8 PM Council 

Meeting 

11 

8 PM AA 

12 

6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

13 14 

7 PM AA 

15 

16 

9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

11 AM Fellowship of 

the Cross 

11 AM Traditional 

Worship 

12 PM Fellowship 

17 18 

8 PM AA 

19 

6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

20 21 

7 PM AA 

22 

23 

9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

11 AM Fellowship of 

the Cross 

11 AM Traditional 

Worship 

24 25 

8 PM AA 

26 

6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

27 28 

7 PM AA 

29 

30 

9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

11 AM Fellowship of 

the Cross 

11 AM Traditional 

Worship 

31           


