
SEWICKLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

From The Pastor’s Heart 

February 2019 Minutes 

One of the joys of being a pastor is to hear your stories, stories 

like these — reports of epiphanies.  

She was going about her typical day. She wasn’t thinking about 
God. She wasn’t going through a particularly difficult time in her 
life when she needed God to show up in her life. And yet, that’s 
just what God did. “I was driving to work, as usual,” she said, 
“and while I was sitting there, just stopped in traffic, I looked 
over to my right. Sunlight was shining through the trees in the 
park. And I had this odd but quite wonderful feeling that I was 
being embraced, that I was loved. I can’t describe it, but I’m 
sure it happened. When traffic started moving again, I felt as if I 
had grown, as if I were a better person. I wish I could describe it 

more accurately, but that’s what it was. It was undeniable.” 

“When Tommy [a special needs child] was born, I thought to 
myself, ‘I’m not the best person for this. I’m not a patient 
person. Frankly, I don’t think that compassion and empathetic 
understanding are part of my skill set. We had a particularly 
challenging day with Tommy. His confusion and his outbursts 
were worse that day than usual. I tried to interest him in kicking 

a ball around in the yard, but he refused to play. 

In frustration, I just sat down and wanted to weep.  I said to 
myself, ‘I can’t do this. I’m the wrong person to have a child 
who is this difficult to parent.’ That’s what I said. And just then, I 
looked across the yard at Tommy. He was lying in the grass, 
looking at a bug or something, head in his hands, looking 
intently, smiling. And all at once I saw Tommy differently. Not 
as a problem to be solved, but as a gift. I think I saw my son as 
God saw my son. Just for an instant. In a moment I looked at 

Tommy as a gift of God.” 

“I wasn’t thinking about God. I wasn’t feeling particularly 
religious. That’s what makes it all the more amazing. This 
probably sounds crazy, but as I was driving to soccer practice, I 
saw a car in front of me that had a bumper sticker that said, 
YOU’RE LOVED. I think it was maybe an advertisement for 
some school, or maybe even a bar. I dunno. At any rate, as I 
read that bumper sticker, I just had this feeling of being 
embraced, of being lifted up from where I was, as if everything 
was falling into place and I knew, really knew, that God loved 

me. I guess that sounds crazy, but that’s just how it happened.” 

Those odd and rare epiphanies are all the more wonderful 
because of their rare moments when it’s as if the veil separating 
us from God is pulled back and we are given a glimpse into 

something deep, mysterious, and dear. We are given epiphany: 

a manifestation of God. 

Explanation is sort of beside the point. We’ve had some 
mystical, undeniable, but still inexplicable experience. We know 
that somehow the veil has been pulled back. We have been 
given a vision, maybe just a glimpse, of something going on 
beneath the surface, some strange but wonderful presence 

breaking in among us: epiphany. 

As a pastor, listening in on accounts of these epiphanies, I have 

noted a couple of characteristics: 

The person who has had such an experience is often reluctant 
to speak of it. Maybe their reluctance is due to wanting not to 
cheapen the experience. Or perhaps the person who has had 
one of these experiences fears that others may ridicule them for 

supposed credulity or psychosis. 

For most of us, even though we can’t explain or fully 
comprehend these epiphanies in everyday life, our faith is 

somehow grounded in, dependent upon them. 

These epiphanies are a reminder that our faith is something not 
just of the head, but also of the heart. And though it pains me to 
say it, from what I’ve observed these epiphanies rarely seem to 

happen in church! 

I love it when someone says they caught a glimpse of eternity 
or received a revelation of Christ during our celebration of the 
Eucharist or (especially!) during one of my sermons. But most 
often God’s breaking into life occurs in everyday life—while one 
is washing dishes at the sink, caring for a child, going about 

their daily activities.  

I’d say their everydayness is one reason to believe in the reality 
of such epiphanies. We aren’t trying to be religious. We are not 
busy attempting to think about God. The epiphany is a sign that 
God is thinking about us. It’s a gift of God, not a figment of our 

imagination. The epiphany is not self-generated; it’s a gift. 

Perhaps God gives us these unexpected, inexplicable moments 
in order to push us toward faith, or to lure us into belief. I don’t 
know. But I do know that most of us find that we are dependent 

on these epiphanies, these gifts, to help us along the way. 

I’m not saying that these momentary flashes of insight are the 

whole story about who Jesus is and what he’s up to.  

Continued next page 
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DISABILITY AWARENESS SUNDAY – FEBRUARY 17TH 

This special offering helps promote awareness issues and supports Western PA Conference ministries that provide 
opportunities for fuller inclusion of people with disabilities. 

What Would It Look Like If… 

 our churches had doors that were really open to receive everyone? 

 our people really loved everyone? 

 we really stopped judging everyone? 

 we really respected everyone? 

 we really valued everyone the way God does? 

 our churches were really a place where everyone could truly belong? 

 we really had eyes to see everyone around us who is hurting? 

 we really did everything we could to alleviate that hurt? 

Maybe it would look more like the Kingdom of God... maybe... maybe... 

Please use the “Special Sundays” envelope located at the information table or mark your envelope or check memo 
“Disability Awareness.”  You may also use EasyTithe. 

I hope that you have been given an epiphany by God, a sign that points you toward the reality of God with us. If you haven’t, I bet 

you will.  

And when that veil is pulled back, when you are given a peek, a glimpse into the eternal, I hope you will enjoy it, relish it for the 

unexpected, undeserved gift that it is. It is God nudging you and saying, “Hey, I am thinking about you!” 

Blessings, 

  

Pastor Russel 

From The Pastor’s Heart continued 

PRAYERS FOR 2019 SPECIAL GENERAL CONFERENCE FEBRUARY 23-26 

The following prayer was prepared by the Rev. Chris Kindle, Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference (WPAUMC) Director of 
Discipleship, for use during the 40 Days of Prayer leading up to the General Conference in St. Louis: 

Lord, we need you. Our church needs you. Our world needs you. 

We acknowledge that we often feel that we are right and others are wrong. 
Forgive us for treating those we disagree with poorly. 

We ask that you would protect us from ourselves. Help us to see only you, 
help us to seek only you. Help us to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

We lift General Conference 2019 before you and ask that your Spirit would lead the delegates. 
We pray that the way we respond would not harm anyone, but rather would point them to you. 

Help us to show the world your love through the ways we work with one another. Amen. 

Please pray for all of the delegates who are voting members of GC2019 and the elected clergy and laity who may serve as alternates.  

Our WPAUMC delegates are:  

Clergy -- Eric Park, Robert Zilhaver, Alyce Weaver Dunn, Amy Wagner, William B. Meekins, Jr., and John Seth 

Laity -- Sharon Gregory, Nancy Denardo, Richard Hoffman, Paul Morelli, Diane Miller and Vicki Stahlman 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Anyone 11 or older who has not been confirmed is invited to be part of the 

upcoming confirmation class.  Classes will begin on February 17, during the 
Sunday School hour.  Please let Pastor Russel know if you will be part of the 

class.  It will run for 6 to 8 weeks and will include a visit to the United Methodist 
Conference Center in Cranberry Township on Friday, March 29, which will be an excused absence from school. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj-jpWx8YfgAhWvd98KHULoCcgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwinsteadumc.org%2Fministries%2Fconfirmation-classes%2F&psig=AOvVaw2hA1xzyIvBrMKKfx7cvgTo&ust=15484697062156


Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities  - February 2019 
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February 3, 2019 
Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany 

Sacrament of Communion 

Liturgist:  Mike Pedee 

A/V: Lou Ann Scott (9 am) 
 Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH 794) 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 Luke 4:21-30 

February 10, 2019 
Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany 

Sheltered with Love 
Handbell Choir, 11 am 

Liturgist:  Laura Powell 

A/V: Sandra Lane (9 am) 
 Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Isaiah 6: 1-8 (9-13) Psalm 138 (UMH 853) 

1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 Luke 5: 1-11 

February 17, 2019 
Sixth Sunday After the Epiphany 

Liturgist:  Matthew McAliley 

A/V: Lou Ann Scott (9 am) 
 Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Jeremiah 17:5-10 Psalm 1 (UMH 738) 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20 Luke 6:17-26 

February 24, 2019 
Seventh Sunday After the Epiphany 

Liturgist:  Otis McAliley 

A/V: Sandra Lane (9 am) 
Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Genesis 45:3-11, 15 

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 (UMH 772) 
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 Luke 6:27-38 

John A. 
Susan Aye 
Sally Barton 
Betty Beaman 
Vincent Biancucci 
Brayden 
Jack Certain 
Johanne Charlery 
Susan Dobbins 
Pat Dougherty 
Lou Egenlauf 
Pat Fulton 
Bob Graham 
June Graham 
Atleah Grubb 

Jennifer H. 
Laura Hertrick  
Mary Huber (Roberta 

Davis’ sister) 
Linda Idecker 
Family of Katherine 

Johnson (Kathie 
Lostetter’s mom) 

Jessa Kaufold and family 
Dr. John Keriotis 
Wayne Johnson 
Michael L. 
Sam L. 
Michael Labasik 
Leigh Ann 

Dixie Lemasters (Debbie 
Chesney’s mom) 

Michelle Malito 
Barbara McCarthy 
Sara McCullough 
Lindsay Merryman 
George Neiman 

John and Sandy Nelson 
Dominic and Josh Odom 
Darryl Gunnison Odom 
Margaret Pedee 
Anne Robinson 
Jim Rogansky 
Mrs. Arlene Rucker 
Morgan S. 
Regina S. 
Sam S. 
Robert Schlemmer 
Linda Shortz 
Linda Sollinger 
Pam Squires 
Will Stewart 

Tamara 
Family of Don Thomas 
Tyler Votedian 
Don Walker 
Jack Wilfong 
Barry Yant 
Carol Young 
Larry Young 
Laura Youngblood 
Rich Z. 
Dennis Zeveny 
Jacob Zickefoose 

MY TIME FOR YOU AT SUMC 

Hello, my name is Donna Sawhill, and I am your new Lay Leader here at church. In the United Methodist Church the Lay Leader 
works with the congregation and the minister to fulfill the mission of the church.  If you have any questions or suggestions, 
please feel free to contact me in person or by message.   

An upcoming activity where you can help is the Turkey Dinner, February 9-14 

“I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered 

me trustworthy, appointing me to his service.”   1 Timothy 1:12 

God bless us all, Donna donnabell1@verizon.net, 412-916-0854 cell, 412-264-6652 home 

mailto:donnabell1@verizon.net
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

MONTHLY SALAD LUNCHEON — Our 
community luncheon is Thursday, February 7, 
from 11 am to 1 pm.  Proceeds support the 
General Fund.  Please consider donating your 
homemade salads for the luncheons. Salads 
should be brought to the Simpson Room by 10 am 
on the day of the luncheon or the evening before during LOF practice. 
Want to volunteer to help? Volunteers are always welcome!  We’d love 
to see some new faces.  If you haven’t donated a salad in the past 
and need some guidance, or would like to volunteer, please contact 

Belinda Resler. 

Everyone is welcome as we gather in the church 
parlor to watch & discuss Hidden Figures on 
Saturday, February 9 at 6 pm.  Hidden Figures 
is a 2016 American biographical drama film 
loosely based on the non-fiction book of the same 

name by Margot Lee Shetterly about black female mathematicians 
who worked at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

(NASA) during the Space Race. 

PRAYER BLANKET AND PILLOW MINISTRY — 
It is our mission to bring comfort and to offer the 
church's grace through the symbol of prayer 
blankets and pillows and know that the Lord's spirit 
of love will embrace all who receive them...the 
comfort lasting long after the words are spoken. If 
you want to give a blanket or pillow to someone, 
please help yourself from the baskets in the back of the sanctuary. 
When you take one of the items, please date and sign the Prayer 
Journal located in the basket with the name or initials of the recipient 
(and it's mission) along with a prayer, if you wish  If you would like to 
make a monetary donation to this ministry, please use the box next to 
the basket or mark your donation "Prayer Blanket Ministry" and place 
it in the offering.  THANK YOU all for your giving spirit and continued 

support and for your donations of cash, checks and fabric. 

DIAPER/WIPES COLLECTION – This 
February, Cover Some Babies with 
Love by Donating Diapers and Wipes! 
During February, SUMC will again 
accept diapers and baby wipes to help 

refugee families through the Jewish Family and Community Services 
(JFCS).  When our fall collection of diapers and wipes was delivered, it 
was an opportune delivery time.  JFCS was going to have to eliminate 
its diaper distribution due to low supply!  Won’t you open your heart 
during February, frequently called the “love month,” and share love 
with our refugee neighbors?  While your gifts of diapers/wipes will be 
accepted all month, if you donate by 2/10, you may select a 
homemade gingerbread or sugar cookie heart as a thank you!  If you 
prefer to have the Outreach Committee do your shopping, you may 
mark your financial contribution “diapers” and include with your regular 

offering (or note on easyTithe).   

HOLD YOUR DONATIONS — Please hold your donations until 
after the February 14 Turkey Dinner, as the 
Potato Room will be used to prep potatoes for 

the dinner. 

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES’ ASSISTANCE 
Should the federal government shutdown 
return, please share with those federal 
employees affected that there is assistance 
available.  In particular, there are resources 
listed on the Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank 
(GPFB) website and Facebook page.  Visit the following webpage for 
details on the available assistance and the opportunities to help: 

pittsburghfoodbank.org. 

FOURTH SUNDAY FOOD PANTRY – Brrrr!  The 
weather remains cold, so consider cold weather foods for 
February 24th.  Soup, stews, chili, etc. would all be 
welcome on a cold day.  Muffin, bread, or biscuit mixes 
would make a nice addition to those items.  The grocery 
cart will be in the sanctuary on February 24th, but your 

contributions are welcome anytime. 

Everyone is welcome to attend the next 
meeting of the United Methodist Women 
(UMW) on Sunday, February 17, in the 
Simpson Room after the traditional service, 
about 12:15 PM. Please bring a small side 

dish to add to our buffet table.  A business meeting will follow lunch.  

Thank you to everyone who is 
participating in the Secret Pals 
ministry and we welcome those who 

are doing this for the first time.  Bring a small friendship gift on each of 
the first three Sundays in February and a larger one on the 4th 
Sunday, February 27th, which is when your Secret Pal will be 
revealed.  Place it on the Secret Pal counter in the Simpson Room.  
There should also be a gift there for you each Sunday from your 
Secret Pal.  It's fun to be secretive, so Shhhhhh!  Keep your Secret 

Pal a secret.  And add them to your prayers. 

TIME FOR BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
Tuesday, February 19, at noon, all ladies 
are invited to come in fellowship as we 
celebrate birthdays for friends and family. 
Bring your lunch and loose change for Miss 

Eleanor, our piggy bank.  

& Pillow& Pillow& Pillow   

Please write to our 

shut-ins and keep them in 

your prayers.  The church 

office can provide you with 

contact information. 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Virginia Harriger 

B.J. (Elizabeth) Manzinger 

Pat Rudy 

Doug Rummens 

Patricia Smith 

Bonnie Stoicovy 

Shirley Sye 

https://www.pittsburghfoodbank.org/2019/01/16/government-shutdown-food-banks-response
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I’m not sure why I felt compelled to attend the funeral 
service for Don Thomas at our church in early January, but 
when He compels I try to comply. Now I feel compelled to 

share. 

Don was a member of our congregation who I didn’t know 
very well. A gay man, he attended with partner Joe 
Lombardo. On Christmas Eve 2017, Don provided an unforgettable 
version of “O Holy Night.” Unforgettable, for me, because of the joy he 
brought to the opportunity. I notice joy. I love being in the same room 

with joy. 

In sharing Don’s story at the funeral service, Pastor Russel mentioned 
that Don was a seminarian as a young man. His father was a pastor. 
But Don left the seminary soon after a custodian at the school was 

dismissed for admitting, during a worship experience, that he was gay. 

I can’t imagine how Don felt at the time, and how much of the pain he 

carried forward. 

Called to pastor. Following his father. Certain that there was place for 
his faith to grow and connect and contribute.  And then to sense a 

greater certainty that his faith was unwanted, was 

unwelcomed, wasn’t appropriate. 

After Pastor Russel finished, we sang “Jesus Loves Me.” 
Don requested it. He wanted us to know that the love of 
Jesus endured and sustained and triumphed well beyond 

the days of unwanted, unwelcome, uncertainty. 

Joining in the song “Jesus Loves Me” were Joe, a large, loving 
extended family, and members of two congregations who embraced 
Don and Joe. Children. Youth. Young couples. Some of us who have 
been singing the song for half of a century. This time, we sang with a 
tearful joy and a renewed certainty. I notice joy, even when it is blurred 

by the tears. 

Don planned the service, calling it a “joyous celebration.” There is only 
one Light, one Certainty, that converts memorial services into joyous 
celebrations. The tenor of Don’s service allowed us to see that Light 
again. I don’t know if he ever delivered a sermon from the front of a 
church, but he shared a powerfully, wonderfully confirming message. 

This I know.  

A MESSAGE FROM DON THOMAS 
By Bill Utterback 

AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY DAFFODIL DAYS ARE BACK!  

SUMC is teaming up with the American Cancer Society & Sewickley Relay for 
Life to raise funds through daffodil sales.  You may place your order via the 
sign-up sheets in the back of the sanctuary and in the Simpson Room or by 
emailing Martha Boward (maboward@yahoo.com).  Payment must be made 

prior to February 17th, as well.  The following are available: 

✽For a $10 donation, receive one bunch of daffodils 

✽For a $15 donation, receive potted mini-daffodils 

✽For a $25 donation, you may opt to have volunteers 

deliver a Gift of Hope (daffodils) to a local hospital.   

Make checks payable to Sewickley UMC; clearly mark all payments 
“Daffodils.”  Deadline to order is February 17th; Pick up from Sewickley UMC 
will be announced when set (most likely Tuesday, March 19th evening and 

other hours/days to be determined). 

LENTEN BOOK STUDY WILL FOCUS ON RACE AND PRIVILEGE IN AMERICA 

Rev. Marilyn Evans will lead a 4-session study of the book Waking Up White by Debby Irving on Monday evenings 
during Lent.  Meet in the Church Library at 7pm on March 18 & 25 and April 1 & 15.  The book is available in 

paperback at Barnes & Noble, Amazon, and The Thoughtful Christian website. 

Author Debby Irving grew up in a predominantly white, upper middle class community. For much of her life, she hadn't 
given much thought to race, even though she had encountered racial tensions at work and her children's schools.  
Then, when she was in her 40s, Irving took a graduate school course in "Race and Cultural Identity" and began to 
comprehend how much she had benefited over the years because she was white.  Irving writes about her discoveries 
and how she began to question her long held assumptions about race and culture in her book, Waking up White, and 
Finding Myself in the Story of Race. 

Bible Study meets in the 
church library and is led 
by Pastor Russel.  For 

the convenience of those 
participating, there are 

two meeting times on Tuesday:  9:30 am and 7 pm.   
(If Quaker Valley schools have a snow delay or 
cancellation, Bible Study will be cancelled that day.)   

Join us anytime! 
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71STANNUAL TURKEY DINNER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14 

This is a beloved tradition for our church and the community, and we hope you will be a part of it. 

We gather as a church family to prepare and serve a delicious, homemade turkey dinner with all 

the fixings for 400 guests.  We appreciate any help you can provide.  If you aren’t able to 

volunteer, perhaps you would like to make a donation to help underwrite our pies, which are the 

featured dessert for the dinner ($5/1 pie or $10/2 pies). Please give your donation to Donna Sawhill. Lastly, you 

can support the event with your attendance. 

TICKETS FOR THE DINNER ARE ON SALE NOW The cost is $12 per adult and for 

takeouts.  Kids dining in, ages 4-10, are $5, and under 4 are free..  Seating times are 5, 6 and 6:30 pm 

and takeouts are available 3:30-6:30 pm.  You can't beat the price of this wonderful, homemade dinner, 

which includes turkey, gravy, mashed potatoes, stuffing, green beans, coleslaw, rolls, cranberry sauce 

and pie.  If you want tickets, please contact the Sandra Lane, Pam Honeychurch or the office. 

Below is a list of jobs you can help with.  All tasks come with other folks who have done the job before, so there will be others to 

work with you and show you the ropes.  To volunteer, please reach out to the team leader or sign up on the poster in the back of 

the sanctuary. 

TASK WHEN TEAM LEADER DESCRIPTION 

Facility Preparation 
Saturday, February 9 

beginning at 9 am 
Greg Lane Cleaning and getting things organized 

Breaking Bread / 

Stuffing Prep 

Wednesday, February 13 

beginning at 8:30 am 
Sandy Kuriger 

Time to break the bread 

and make the stuffing 

Table Setting 
Wednesday, February 13 

beginning at 10 am 
Donna Sawhill 

Clean tables/chairs 

and set the tables 

Potato Prep 
Wednesday, February 13 

beginning at 5 pm 

Warren Kinneer 

Kandace Kramer 

Potatoes are chopped in preparation of 

making the mashed potatoes 

Turkey Slicing / 

Weighing 

Thursday, February 14 

slicing at 8:30 / weighing at 9 am 
Jenine Furry Turkey is packaged for individual meals 

Takeouts 
Thursday, February 14 

3:30—6:30 pm 

Belinda Resler 

& Pam Mayo 

Prepare takeout meals 

and serve takeout customers 

Table Waiting 
Thursday, February 14 

5 pm, 6 pm or both 
Sandy Kuriger 

Time to serve our guests our 

wonderful homemade dinner 

Clean Up 
Thursday, February 14 

beginning around 7:15 pm 
Greg Lane Facility and leftover cleanup 

Day After 

Loose Ends 

February 15 

beginning at 9 am 

Sandy Kuriger & 

Belinda Resler 

Finish up any loose ends  

and store away supplies 

 

If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list, please let the office know.  We don’t want to leave anyone out of special wishes.  



My apologies:  I kinda dropped the ball 
(not a pumpkin) on sending out my 
heartfelt thanks for anyone and everyone 
who was involved in our 2018 Pumpkin 
Patch.   It was by far our best year ever 
and that doesn’t happen without the 
commitment of volunteers to unload, sell, roll and report sales.  
A special thanks to Diane Bartley who stepped up to bat for me 
during my surgery and recovery.  Since this is our biggest 
fundraiser, please watch your newsletter and announcements 
for information on the 2019 Pumpkin Patch.  Plans are to start 

organizing early!  

While I’m thanking people, I’d like to thank everyone for the 
cards, meals, prayers, visits and well wishes during my shoulder 
recovery.  SUMC has and always will have a special place in my 

heart.  Thank you and may God bless!   

Blessings, 
Lou Ann 

Dear Folks, 

The Nyadire Connection thanks you for supporting the orphans 
at the Home of Hope and the United Methodist Mission in 
Nyadire, Zimbabwe.  Your contributions are providing significant 
support for these students.  Thank you also for supporting the 
Vision program for the people of Zimbabwe, where many of the 
thousands served are able to see clearly for the first time in a 
long time.  The people of Zimbabwe have been trained to do the 
testing and provision of the correct lenses for each individual so 

the program can continue even when we aren’t there. 

The Nyadire Connection 

Supporting the people of Nyadire, Zimbabwe 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, emails and calls during my 

recent hospital stay. 

In grateful appreciation, 

Larry Young 

Dear Sewickley UM Church, 

Thank you for supporting the critical work 
of the Bethany House Academy in 
Northview Heights.  We provide a range of 
services for the children and youth in a 

distressed neighborhood that struggles with high levels of 
poverty, crime and unemployment.  It’s hard to raise a child 
when the village itself isn’t healthy, but Bethany House has been 
in the community since 1962 and we do our best to provide a 

positive, nurturing environment for these children. 

Our work would not be possible without your generous support.  
Please help us spread the word of this incredible agency by 
telling your family, friends and co-workers about us.  And, don’t 
forget to ask at the office.  Companies often provide matching 

dollars for eligible charities. 

For more information and to give via online donations, please 

visit our website at bhaweb.org/donations. 

Please accept our deepest gratitude for your generous 

donations. 

Sincerely, 
Harry Manley, Board Chair 

Bethany House Academy 

I want to thank all the people at FOTC.  I do enjoy getting the 
cards all year.  The bag of goodies is wonderful.  Now I smell so 
good with the powder.  I am writing this with one of the pens, 
too.  I have been a member of this church for 87 years and have 
enjoyed it all this time, from lunches to candy making, and so 
much more.  Thanks for the memories.  My 5 sons and 1 

grandson were all baptized there too. 

Love, 

Renee Gittins 
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Congratulations & best wishes to 
Jarod Leonberg who graduated 
from Marine Corp boot camp at 
Parris Island, SC on January 4.  
Jarod is now completing warrior 

training at Camp Geiger in 
Jacksonville, NC. After 

graduating on February 12 he will 
begin HVAC training. His proud 
parents and grandparents are 

Kristine Leonberg, Brian 
Leonberg, Les and Vivian 

Leonberg, and Sandy and Bill Kuriger.  “Oorah!” 

Zachary Alexander Frye received 
the Sacrament of Holy Baptism on 
January 6, 2019.  He was born on 

May 1, 2018, in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.  He is the son of 

Jennifer and Jason Frye.  Zachary’s 
grandparents are Ron and Joan 

Frye, and Jerry and Denise 
Tomazic.  His godparents are Barb 
Gallagher and Shawn McClintock. 

http://www.bhaweb.org/donations
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SUNDAY SCHOOL, WITH CLASSES FOR ALL AGES, IS HELD ON SUNDAYS AT 10 AM. 

Everyone, preschool through adult, is encouraged to join in study, discussion, fellowship, and have the opportunity 
to gain increased understanding of scripture and to grow closer to Jesus and each other.  Children and Youth 

classes meet in the Sunday School rooms in the basement.  Below is a list of the classes, along with the leaders.    

Come, join in!  Christian Education Co-Directors Barry and Andrea Lewis 

We have spent as much time exploring the Book of Jeremiah as we did exploring the Book of Exodus.  There’s a 
reason for that!  YHWH made a covenant with Abram which culminated in the written documents given to 
Moses. Mosaic Law was implemented in Israel certainly through good King Josiah. The lessons learned during 
this implementation period were culminated by prophets like Isaiah.  Their re-statement of law is called 

“Deuteronomy.”  Now, as the Kingdom is deteriorating, oracles re-define the covenant, not with kings and priests, but with the individual Jew. 

In 1275 BCE Joshua had been told:  “This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you 

the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites.” 

Now, in 588 BCE Jeremiah is told:  “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have sons and 
daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number 
there; do not decrease.  Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because 
if it prospers, you too will prosper.”  “People will no longer say, ‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 

edge.’ Instead, everyone will die for their own sin; whoever eats sour grapes—their own teeth will be set on edge.” 

The instructions are contradictory.  Joshua’s assignment was to initiate the Israelite Kingdoms. Jeremiah’s assignment was to initiate personal 

responsibility in individual Jews. 

Jeremiah perceives that Jews will live both inside and outside of the covenant land. This is a vivid example of how the hand of Elohim moves 
through human affairs, giving each generation as much truth as they can handle at the moment. This progressive revelation is what we watch 

unfold in the library between services.  Come join the fun! 

Preschool 
(in the nursery) 
Susie Moffett 

Kindergarten & 
1st and 2nd Grades 

Bill Utterback & Beth Zeanchock 

3rd, 4th and 5th Grades 
Roberta Davis & Wilma Hamilton 

Middle School 
Rev. Barry Lewis & 
Rev. Jim Hamilton 

High School 
Jack Moffett & Mitch Hortert 

“Explorers” 
Roger Thomas and Mark Benjamin 

Meets in the library and 
focuses on Biblical study 

“Searching for Jesus” 
Willie Nicholson, Sandy Kuriger, Donna Sawhill 

Focuses on contemporary Christian issues 
and meets in the parlor 

Nearing Home: Life, Faith, and Finishing Well 
By Rev. Dr. Billy Graham 

Billy Graham’s life and ministry 
have been dedicated to the here 
and now but always with a “happily 
ever after” in view.  In his moving 

narrative, he reflects on his life and contemplates what God still 
has in store for him.  He also shares how he has learned to deal 
with grief, uncertainty, and loss by focusing on the promises 

found in the Bible. 

“Explore with me not only the realities of life as we grow older 
but also the hope and fulfillment and even joy that can be ours 
once we learn to look at these years from God’s point of view 
and discover his strength to sustain us every day.”  Rev. Dr. Billy 

Graham 

In “Nearing Home” this man of faith explores the challenges of 
aging while gleaning foundational truths from Scripture.  Billy 
Graham invites us to journey with him as he considers the 
golden years while anticipating the hope of being reunited with 

his wife, Ruth, in his heavenly home that eclipse this world. 

“Growing old has been the greatest surprise of my life” says Billy 
Graham.  “I would have never guessed what God had in store 
for me, and I know that as I am nearing home, he will not 

forsake me the last mile of the way.” 

“When granted many years of life, growing old in age is natural, 
but growing old with grace is a choice,” says the author.  
“Growing older with grace is possible for all who will set their 

hearts and minds on the giver of Grace, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

As Rev. Dr. Graham’s shares the challenges of fading strength 
but still standing strong in his commitment to finishing life well, I 
recalled the last days Ms. Pat and I had together and the grace 
God bestowed on us was a total blessing, as we finished the 
race and the last mile.  Pat’s greatest fear was dying alone and 
God was so very GOOD that I was able to walk with her to the 

bridge as she crossed over to her heavenly home.  

This book and many other books are available in the Church 
Library for your reading pleasure.   Stop in and explore some 

great reading materials. 

Book Review 
from Patton 
Library by 

Warren Kinneer 
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Orders are due by Sunday, February 24 
& will be ready for pickup March 7-10.  

Include payment with your order or pay 
when you pickup your soup or 

hummus.  If using easyTithe, please 
include the 3% transaction fee. 

SOUP & HUMMUS SALE FOR THE BUILDING OF FAITH 
All proceeds go toward the principal on the building loan.  Give your order to the office or put it in the offering plate. 

Name:   ___________________________    Phone Number:  _____________________________  

  Cash Amount:  ______  or   Check (made to SUMC) # ________or   EasyTithe Total Amount Enclosed:  ___________ 

Choices 
Indicate quantity below 

$9 Quart $6 Pint 

Corned Beef and Cabbage Soup   

Clam Chowder   

Vegetarian Vegetable Soup (vegan)   

Sandra’s Hummus (vegetarian/vegan) $5 for ½ pint 

“Let …”    One beat. 

“Let there …”    Two beats. 

“Let there be …”    Three beats. 

“Let there be light.”    Four beats. 

At the genesis of Genesis, as God began to exhale His unimaginable 
grace, we know that sound preceded Light; four beats, four notes carried 
the Word of God, and sparked Creation. 

The same process begins in me each Sunday around 9 am as Kelly 
chirps a sweet “Good morning, Church” into her microphone and Leap of 
Faith, our SUMC praise band, begins to play. His Light is carried on their 
sound. His Word is amplified through their sound. Something powerful is 
created again in me. 

See, I’ve too often been the one in the shepherd story. And when Leap 
of Faith reminds me of how Jesus “chases me down, fights ‘til I’m found, 
leaves the ninety-nine,” I again feel embraced by “the overwhelming, 
never-ending, reckless love of God.” 

As our SUMC Contemporary service moves toward its 10th anniversary 
on Feb. 10, as Leap of Faith marks 10 years of extraordinary 
commitment, I stand (my favored position when the band plays) thankful 
to the Creator who first imagined the power that rises when thoughts 
and sounds are partnered. I stand thankful for all the mornings He has 
lifted me, nourished me, comforted me and inspired me through Leap of 
Faith’s music. 

I also stand thankful for a church family that continues to embrace 
concrete traditions that provide our foundation, while also 
accommodating worship in evolving ways that include accompaniment 
from percussion, keys, strings and horn.   

God connects with us through scripture, through prayer, through 
Communion, through Russel’s messages, through witness, through 
fellowship. All of it, for me, comes with a soundtrack that features Jack 
on drums, Pamela at the keyboard, Joe and his saxophone, Mark on 
violin, Hurst at the helm, many hands on guitars and the wonderfully 
genuine voices of Kelly, Richard, Johnathan, Scott, Susie, Alisa and 
Mike.   

I was going to use Nehemiah – my favorite Old Testament book – to 
frame my tribute to the band. Nehemiah begins with a vision and a 

prayer, escalates through families and neighbors cooperating, 
compromising and constructing the wall, and finishes with the city 
standing together to sing praises to God.  I see a lot of family, a lot of 
neighbor, a lot of shoulder-to-shoulder construction and compromise in 
Leap of Faith. 

But, after reflection, I think I see more of the early chapters of Acts in the 
band and in our contemporary service. Luke, before and after Pentecost, 
draws pictures of the Believers gathering, sharing, praying, encouraging 
each other, growing together in intimate, worshipful ways. I don’t think 
I’ve ever felt so inside and included in those early Believer moments as I 
do Sundays at 9 am.  Our early service feels like the early church. 

I’ve spent more than seven years sitting with Pamela, and growing from 
her friendship, at the FOTC table in the Simpson Room. I’ve been to 
Jack and Susie’s for Bible study. I’ve been to Honduras with Alisa, 
Johnathan, Richard and Mark. I’ve lifted pumpkins in the back of the 
truck with Kelly. I’ve walked in the dark of the haunted house with Hurst 
and most of the others. I’ve VBS’d with Susie and Kelly and Jack and 
Johnathan. I’ve sat at the table with Scott as he tried to convince his 
middle son to eat some dinner before moving onto dessert. I know them. 
We know them. They’re us. 

Because the members of the band are so engaged and involved beyond 
music, it feels like a family of Believers circling on Sundays.  It doesn’t 
feel like a concert or a performance. And because so many accept 
opportunities to lead us in song, and because they welcome Grace, 
Felicity, Allison L., Genevieve, Paige and Allison Z. to lead us as well, 
we have an incredible array of voices – male and female, young and 
less young - sharing their faith and love for God. I love a service where 
so many individual voices and hearts contribute. 

But my absolute favorite moments don’t involve voices. I love prayer. I 
love opportunities to pray. When the band steps back, and Joe and his 
glorious saxophone fill the room, we are all in a wonderfully prayerful 
place. It is a place created by Leap of Faith, made warm and welcoming 
by Joe and his horn, and open to all of us to lift prayer and praise to a 
listening God. Beautiful! 

It is in those Sunday morning moments, when Leap of Faith is playing, 
where so many voices are sharing, where the invitation to prayer floats 
for all of us, that it most feels like “Grace flows down and covers me.”   

“GRACE FLOWS DOWN AND COVERS ME” 
by Bill Utterback 

https://www.freeiconspng.com/uploads/soup-png-transparent-pic-31.png
https://www.freeiconspng.com/uploads/soup-png-image-6.png
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We just wrapped up the 2018 Budget Year, making this a good time to 
summarize what makes up our annual operating budget and the final 

figures from 2018. 

Our annual budget includes the receipt sources and expenses as 
outlined in the chart below.  Each year the finance committee 
prepares a proposed budget using historical receipt data as a means 
of projecting receipts for the coming year along with the budget 
requests from each committee.  Our goal is to propose a balanced 
budget, meaning we don’t want expenses to be higher than expected 
receipts.  Once the finance committee approves the proposed budget, 
it is presented to the Administrative (Church) Council for discussion 
and approval.  This task is not taken lightly.  There are many large 
“fixed” expenses that, when balanced against our budgeted receipts, 

make up the bulk of our church budget.  At the same time, we know 
that to do God’s work and “Be the Church” we need to provide 

adequate funding to our various ministries. 

The pie charts at the bottom of this page show the actual expenses 
and receipts for 2018.  We were blessed to finish the year with our 
receipts higher than our expenses, which allowed us to put $12,000 in 
the Capital Fund (used for repairs and improvements to our church 

building). 

As your church treasurer, I want to thank you for supporting our 

ministries with your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. 

Blessings, 

Pam Honeychurch 

Receipt Sources 

Congregation's Giving Donations given by people 

Facility Use Fees & donations for use of church facilities 

Miscellaneous Sources Monies raised by fundraisers and other sources 

Trusts & Estates Disbursements from our 4 investment accounts (bequeaths left to the church) 

Expenses 

Connectional 

Apportionment 

An amount determined annually by the Western Pennsylvania Conference, through our apportioned giving we participate in and support the 

ministry and mission of the United Methodist Church both locally and around the world. 

Pastor & Staff 
Costs associated with having a fulltime pastor & part-time staff (custodian, minister of music, secretary, and nursery attendant):  payroll, taxes, 

worker’s comp insurance, and pastor’s insurance, pension and reimbursement, 

Facilities & Equipment 
Costs associated with the upkeep of our beautiful, historic church building & parsonage: insurance, property taxes, janitorial supplies, interior and 

exterior maintenance, exterminator, equipment maintenance and repair, security, clock tower maintenance, and organ and piano maintenance. 

Utilities - Church Electricity, gas, water & sewer, phone & internet service, trash collection, water service 

Utilities - Parsonage Electricity, gas, water & sewer, phone, internet & cable service, trash collection, security 

Church Administration Office supplies, postage, miscellaneous expenses, copier service, Annual Conference registration fees 

Worship Worship materials and equipment, music, guest musicians, special flowers 

Education Material & supplies for Sunday School, VBS, Nursery, Bible Study, Youth Group, Fellowship of the Cross, Kid’s Night Out, and Children’s Church 

Nurture & Hospitality 
Costs associated with ministries that help care for our church family and visitors:  fellowship events (food, beverages, paper products, etc.), card 

ministry, prayer blanket & pillow ministry 

Outreach 
Costs associated with helping those outside our church, including Center for Hope dinners, devotionals, Pumpkin Patch & Light Up Night tracts, 

gift cards for community food bank, Pastor’s Pantry, support for ministries, plus Pastor’s monthly outreach stipend 

Witness Costs associated with sharing the Love of God with others including Light Up Night, book studies, and devotionals 

Finance Committee Safe deposit box rental, giving and pew envelopes, easyTithe (electronic giving) monthly use and transaction fees 

Marketing Committee Website hosting fees, image hosting service fees, advertising expenses 

2018 FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

2018 EXPENSES  
2018 RECEIPTS  
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February 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

          1 
7 PM AA 

2 

3 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 

10 AM Confirmation Class 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Youth Choir 

4 5 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

6 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

7 
11 AM - 1 PM Salad 

Luncheon 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

8 
7 PM AA 

9 
9 AM Turkey Dinner 

Facility Prep 

6 PM Film Club 

10 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
10 AM Confirmation Class 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Youth Choir 

11 
6:30 PM Finance 

Committee 
6:30 PM Trustees 
8 PM Council Meeting 

12 
Turkey Dinner Prep 

8 PM AA 

13 
8:30 AM Turkey 

Dinner Prep 

6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

14 
8:30 AM Turkey Dinner 

Prep 

5 PM Turkey Dinner 
 

15 
9 AM Turkey Dinner 

Clean Up 

4 PM AA Early Dinner 
7 PM AA 

16 

17 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
10 AM Confirmation Class 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Youth Choir 
12:15 PM UMW Luncheon & 

Meeting 

18 19 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
12 PM Birthday Lunch 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

20 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

21 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

22 
7 PM AA 

23 

24 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School 
10 AM Confirmation Class 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM Youth Choir 

25 26 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
7 PM Bible Study 
8 PM AA 

27 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

28 
6:15 PM Handbell 

Choir 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

    

SUMC will send a work team for the 13th consecutive year during 
the week of June 16—22.  The program is designed for adults 
and older teens, and the cost per person is expected to be 
$375—$425, plus travel expenses.    

The Red Bird Mission, a United Methodist agency located in 
Kentucky in the heart of Appalachia, provides many opportunities 
for outreach and service to the surrounding economically 
challenged community.  The Mission hosts work groups from all 
over who come to spend a week helping those in need by tackling 
home improvement projects.  No special knowledge or skills 
are required, just the desire to be in service.   

There are also on-campus, light-
duty tasks available for those who 
would like to help in ways that 
don’t include tools and manual 
labor.  

If you’ve been looking for a different kind of opportunity to serve 
as the hands and feet of Jesus, this might be your answer.  If you 
would like to be part of the 2019 Red Bird Mission Team, we will 
need your commitment by the end of February.  A 50% deposit is 
due in early March.  For more information, please contact Pam 
Honeychurch, Sandy Kuriger, Kristine Swaney or Jenine Furry 

RED BIRD MISSION TRIP ~~ SERVING IN APPALACHIA 


