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For twelve years we passed it almost weekly. Often I would say we need to stop and 

try this place out. We admired the outside and often commented on the beautiful 

hanging baskets filled with pretty pink petunias. But for a variety of reasons, we just 

drove by and wondered and admired from afar. Finally, this past week I decided we 

were going to do it, we were going to take the time and stop. I pulled into Punk’s ice 

cream stand. I got my usual, a small chocolate cone, only this time I had it dipped in 

chocolate. Nancy got her usual, a small vanilla cone. Wow! I am so glad we stopped.  

The ice cream was so creamy and flavorful. I can’t believe for twelve long years we 

have been missing out on a very tasty treat.  

Have you ever thought of doing something but kept putting it off? You, no doubt, have 

had good reasons as to why you have been putting it off: not enough time, never done 

it that way before, it may take me out of my comfort zone, or just never got around to it. But like me, maybe you 

are missing out on something really wonderful by procrastinating. 

Perhaps God has been nudging you to attend one of our Sunday School classes. Maybe you have thought of 

joining one of our many small groups: chancel choir, bell choir, Bible study, Kid’s Night Out, a mission team, brass 

ensemble. Or maybe you have been toying with the idea of getting involved in one of the many programs the 

church has to offer: United Methodist Women, youth group, teach Sunday School, join the liturgist team, help at 

the pumpkin patch or haunted house, help with the monthly luncheons. God may be whispering in your ear that 

now is the time to get involved on one of the committees to help carry out the mission of the church. 

What have you been thinking of doing but, like me, have just 

put it off for much too long? Twelve long years I have been 

missing out on Punk’s delicious ice cream. Next time, I think I 

will have to try their hot fudge sundae, with chocolate ice 

cream, of course. I am not going to make the same mistake and 

just drive by for the next twelve years. 

What wonderful blessings, joy and fulfillment are you missing 

out on because you have not taken the time or have not taken 

the step to make the commitment? 

You will never know until you make the decision to take action. 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Russel 
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CHRISTIAN SINGLES FELLOWSHIP 45TH ANNUAL LABOR DAY RETREAT 

This annual retreat begins the evening of Friday, August 30 and ends the morning of Monday, 
September 3 at Jumonville.  This year’s theme and Bible Study is Jesus Single Like Me based on 
the study by Kris Swiatocho.  We will have time for study and discussion on how Jesus examines his 
feelings, relationships, family obligations, temptations, gratefulness and how he handled them.  
While Kris is not able to be physically here, her spirit and study materials will lead us in interesting 

discussions. 

The mountain top experience is a lasting memory, which you will enjoy for years to come.  The 

fellowship and sharing with other singles can be so up lifting and touching of one’s own heart. 

We will hike to the cross one evening for an inspirational worship experience.  Beneath the cross you feel how great our God is at 
the top of the mountain.  Worship in the chapel is special with Roslyn singing “Jesus Loves Me” to the old gospel traditions.  Note: 

there aren’t too many dried eyes at the end of this service. 

Christian Singles Fellowship is for all Singles, those who are divorced, widowed, separated or who have always been single.  
When singles needs us most is when they have the least.  The cost of the weekend is $230.  Ask Warren Kinneer for more 

information.  Come to the mountaintop for great weekend retreat. 

YHWH uses science to demonstrate progressive 
revelation.  He parts the sea in front of the Egyptians.  
He overwhelms conquering Assyrians with rodents. 
Progressive revelation also comes through foreign 
events.  The Egyptians halted the advancing Hittites 

in 1279 BCE.  YHWH’s purpose was to assure that there was no super-power 
dominating Canaan when Joshua entered the Promised Land in 1275 BCE. 

He did it again at the Battle of Carchemish in 650 BCE. There were no super-powers 
dominating Israel, so King Josiah could cleanse the land and implement the Book of 
Deuteronomy.  The prophets had spoken, the Torah had been amended, and the 
individual person was now responsible for his faith.  Israel was now ready for Exile. 

It was Elohim who made the teacher another year older. 

The last quarter of 2 Kings & 2 Chronicles provides the environment in which the 
prophets wrote for history.  They no longer testified to Kings and Priests.  Nahum 
witnessed the destruction of the Assyrian Empire.  The details in his five poems 
indicate that he was a personal spectator.  He was not a prophet; he simply reported 
what he watched.  Habakkuk was horrified to watch the brutality of the Babylonian 
destruction of the Temple in 586 BCE.  The Babylonians physically dragged three 
separate groups of Israelites to the Euphrates River in 598 BCE.  The Books of Kings 
and Chronicles come to a close as the upper class gets hauled away.  The next body 
of revelations is found in new books. 

Please come join us as we watch the hand of the Holy Spirit unfold through the 
scripture.  We meet in the library between services. 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
BLESSING 

Students, teachers and 
school staff, come be 
blessed during worship 
on Sunday, August 19 
as you begin a new 

school year! 

RURAL LIFE SUNDAY 
August 12th 

This special offering will be received for 
the purpose of strengthening nurture, 

witness and outreach in town and rural 
areas. If you wish to support Rural Life initiatives, mark you gift 

“Rural Life” and include it with your regular offering.  You may also 

use EasyTithe, electing “Rural Life” from the drop down box. 

Come join the Searching for Jesus class in 

the parlor on Sundays at 10 am. So far the 

class has watched Dean Jones portray 

St. John in exile just before he wrote the 

book of Revelation. We are watching life 

stories of great people of faith. We've also 

seen Billy Graham, Mother Teresa, and 

Nelson Mandela . Next in line will be Father 

Damien, Elie Wiesel, and C. S. Lewis. We 

plan to watch the movie Shadowlands which 

tells the story of C.S. Lewis and his wife Joy.  

Lewis wrote the Chronicles of Narnia.   

These are really interesting, enlightening 

and if anyone has any such biographies to 

share, they will be greatly appreciated. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES ARE MEETING THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER 
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Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities  - August 2018 

August 5, 2018 
Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Liturgist:  Carole Ford 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a 

Psalm 51:1-12 (UMH 785) 
Ephesians 4:1-16 

John 6:24-35 

August 12, 2018 
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sheltered with Love 

Liturgist:  Barry Lewis 

A/V:  Lou Ann Scott (9 am) / Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 

Psalm 130 (UMH 848) 
Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

John 6:35, 41-51 

August 19, 2018 
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Liturgist:  Martha Boward 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed (9 am) / Andrea Lewis (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 
Psalm 111 (UMH 832) 

Ephesians 5:15-20 
John 6:51-58 

August 26, 2018 
Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Liturgist:  Wilma Hamilton 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) / Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11) 22-30, 41-43 

Psalm 84 (UMH 804) 
Ephesians 6:10-20 

John 6:56-69 

The Sewickley United Methodist Church will 
have the honor to present our Third 

Grader’s with their very own Bible on 
September 16th during both services.  This 

year’s class has the following students:  
Emmelia Gaebel, Andrew Hurst, Myles 
Kennedy and Penelope Moore.  If your 

student is entering the third grade this 
school year and isn’t listed, please contact 
the church office, Sandra Lane or Warren 

Kinneer. Parents are invited and 
encouraged to be there for the presentation. 

The Library purchases the Upper Room daily 
devotional magazines (large and regular print) 
for our members.  Please take a copy and 

enjoy the devotions and the stories.   

We also provide a magazine called Pockets for 

the youth to read.  

These magazines are found on the back table 
of the Sanctuary. We recycle the unclaimed 
magazines by taking them to seniors homes at 
month end. 
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

CENTER FOR HOPE — We will serve 
dinner at Center for Hope in Ambridge 
on Thursday, August 30th. We need 
milk, fruit, and cash donations. You are 
invited to serve also. We leave the 
church at 4:20 and return by 6:20. 
Please contact Donna Sawhill if you 

want to help. 

 

NURTURE COMMITTEE will meet on 
Tuesday, August 14th at 7 pm in the library 
to plan for the events of the new year.  
Committee members and friends of Nurture 

are invited and welcome. 

Fourth Sunday Food Pantry Collection — Look 
for the grocery cart on August 26th and help 
local families with food insecurities meet their 
needs.  School will be starting soon - let's make 
sure local children have proper nutrition, which 
will help with learning.  August's suggested non-
perishable items are: cereal, oatmeal, cereal 

bars, juice, and healthy snack options. 

SAVE THE DATE for the first annual 
FALL WELCOME DINNER, Saturday, 
October 6th from 5-7 pm. The church 
and public are invited for roast pork, 
sausage, sauerkraut, desserts and all 
the trimmings. TIME FOR SOME FUN 
AND GOOD FOOD!  The cost is $12/
adults; $6/5-12; and free for under 5. Tickets will be available by 
September 1st.  There will be plenty of opportunities to help; 
please decide what you want to do.  More detail will be shared 

soon through the church announcements. 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION — United 
Methodist Churches support the Red Bird 
Mission Christian School (K-12) located in 
Southeastern Kentucky near the Red Bird 
River.  This is also where our Red Bird 
Mission Team goes annually to provide 

home repairs and improvements for low income families. Our 
box top donations support education at the Christian School and 
they are redeemed for items or cash. Each coupon is worth 10¢. 
Since April of this year, our church has a tally of 700 coupons for 
a total of $70.  Thank You! It is our goal to reach $100 by 
December.  Box tops are found on over 250 products - cereals, 
food storage, baking, snacks, soups, refrigerator and dairy, etc. 
So, look for the little red label, clip and save, and fill up our jar, 

which is on the counter in the Simpson Room! 

MEET UP AND EAT UP!  SUMMER YOUTH LUNCH 
PROGRAM — In partnership with Leetsdale Borough and Union 
Aid Society, the Sewickley Valley YMCA is offering FREE 
lunches to all youth 18 and younger on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays from 11:30 am - 1 pm at Henle Park in Leetsdale 
through August 17th. The YMCA wants to ensure all kids in 
our community have enough to eat this summer! No advanced 
sign-up or paperwork is required to enjoy a meal. Contact Barb 
Herman, Membership Manager, at 412-741-9622 ext. 131 or 

bherman@sewickleyymca.org for more information.  

When I attended the district meeting for 
United Methodist Women in April, I had the 
opportunity to review and request a book to 
be a part of our church library. I chose A 
House in the Sky...a memoir as told by 
journalist Amanda Lindhout, and co-written 
by Sara Corbett. Young Amanda 
backpacked through 47 different countries 

as a fledgling television reporter, and was abducted for ransom 
in Somalia.  Her story is an account of her 460 days in captivity 
and the reader is moved by her deep reserve of courage under 
unimaginable circumstances. It's a story about spiritual 
survival.  Thank you Warren Kinneer for ordering this book 
(along with 6 other new books for our library).  It is an 

“unputdownable” read!  ~Dorothy Jadlowiec. 

 

Fall 
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS, continued 

EARLY RESPONSE TEAM TRAINING 

This is an UMCOR certified training for Disaster Response ministries of Volunteers in Mission. Non-United 
Methodist participants are welcome but will not be badged or deployed through the UMCOR-UMVIM ministry 
network. Verification forms or clearances are required from UMs on the day of the training - badges will not be 
issued for participants until they are received.  Early Response Team training will be offered on August 11 from 9 
am - 5 pm at the Nanty Glo UMC, 998 Lloyd Street, Nanty Glo, PA 15943.  Doors open at 8:30 am.    

 Class attendees will receive an updated ERT Manual and T - Shirt 
 Successful completion will result in participants being badged for a three year certification and supplied with the information that 

will give badged ERT participants the information to deal with situations in local communities as a result of natural disasters 
 All participants are required to have verification from the local church that they have completed Safe Sanctuary Training and have 

received necessary Background checks 
 The necessary forms for Safe Sanctuary certification or verification can be found within the on-line registration at wpaumc.org 
 Contact disasterresponse@wpaumc.org if you need assistance 

It’s that time of year again! Back to school means back to Sunday School and educational 
programming (except for the adults, who have Sunday School year ‘round).  The Education 
Committee of SUMC announces the following classes to be held, beginning the first 

Sunday after Labor Day, Sept. 9.  Take your pick, we hope to see you at your favorites! 

This is a perfect time for all kids, 6th grade and above to volunteer to help with Children’s 
Church!   It’s an equally perfect time for anyone who wants to volunteer to help lead, teach, 

or assist with adults or children in any one of the Christian education classes or programs.   

Please contact Education Co-chairs or leave a message with Pam in the office. 

Andrea Lewis 412-926-7729, bamrl@hotmail.com 

Barry Lewis 412-926-7650, bl643lewis@yahoo.com 

EDUCATION VOLUNTEERS MEETING 

There will be a brief meeting to discuss details relating to 
education programming on August 5 at 10 am, in the 
back of the Simpson Room.  Anyone interested in 
volunteering in some capacity (this includes Sunday 
School for Nursery, K-2, 3-5, middle and high school and 
adult classes; Fellowship of the Cross; Children's 

Church; Kid’s Night Out; Youth Group; and VBS). 

 

RUMMAGE SALE DONATIONS NEEDED 

The UMW Fall Rummage Sale will be held on Friday and Saturday, September 7 and 8.  Please 

place your gently used, clean items in the Potato Room.  (The Potato Room is located on the lower 

level of the church building just oppose the kitchenette and counter at the foot of the stairs.)  We 

appreciate your donations of clothing, books, smaller furniture, kitchen items, white elephant items 

and household goods, but please no electronics, TVs, exercise equipment, computers or 

components, or large furniture.  All proceeds support UMW mission projects on the local, national and international levels. 

WHAT WHEN 

Sunday School Classes 
 Nursery 
 K-grade 2 
 Grades 3-5 
 Middle School 
 High School 
 Adults (Explorers) 
 Adults (Searching for Jesus) 

10 am, Sundays 

Fellowship of the Cross (FOTC) 11 am, Sundays 

Children’s Church 
11 am, Sundays 

(begin in church service) 

Kid’s Night Out (KNO) 
Youth Group 

6 - 8 pm, Tuesdays 

https://www.wpaumc.org/
mailto:disasterresponse@wpaumc.org
mailto:bamrl@hotmail.com
mailto:bl643lewis@yahoo.com
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If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list, 
please let the office know.  We don’t want to leave anyone out of special wishes.  

For those of you who are new to SUMC, the whole month of October we sell pumpkins from 
our front lawn.  It takes many people to make this the success it has been.  This is our biggest 
annual fundraiser, averaging over $5,100 for the month in profit.  You do not have to lift 
pumpkins to “man” the pumpkin patch; you only need to smile and greet our customers and 
be able to take their money for their purchase and make change.  We have a handy-dandy 
pumpkin measurer to make your job as easy as possible in pricing pumpkins.  I like to give the 
tape measurer to our customer so they can price their own pumpkins.  Please call Lou Ann at 
412-983-8704 if you have any questions.  We can also try to match new volunteers with an 

experienced pumpkin seller their first time.  Please consider taking a shift at this year’s pumpkin patch as many hands make light 

work!  The signup calendar is in the sanctuary. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  Our Pumpkins arrive Saturday, September 29 around 10 am.  Breakfast will be provided prior to 
the unloading.  Come to nourish your bodies for a good morning workout and have some fellowship time with fellow unloaders!  

Please sign up on the paper in the back of the sanctuary.   

We also need some extra hands at 5 pm the Thursday evening prior to lay out the pallets that our precious orange cargo will 

be placed on.  This should not take too long if we get enough help!  Sign up on the paper in the back of the sanctuary!   

 the Pumpkins are arriving this year on September 29th at 10 am 

 this will be the 17th year we’ve had a pumpkin patch 

 our pumpkins come from the Navajo Indian reservation in 

Farmington, New Mexico 

 our patch is open the entire month of October, totaling about 375 

hours 

 our sale benefits the Navajo’s who grow our pumpkins and we 

receive a percentage of the total sales 

 in the past 16 years we have sold $247,580.57 in pumpkins 

 our profit to date is $82,584.07 

 the pumpkin patch originally started as a fundraiser for our youth 

group in 2002   

 you can go to pumpkinsusa.com to get more information   

 you don’t have to lift a pumpkin to work our Patch! 

A STORY FROM THE PATCH 
by Lou Ann Scott 

One day I was manning “The Patch” during Sewickley’s 

Annual Halloween parade.  A little boy in costume came by 

to participate in the parade.  I commented on his costume 

and he continued on his way to the parade.  After the 

parade, as he was headed back to his car with his mom, I 

asked him if he went to the Borough building to get his 

treat bag.  He replied “yes” and “I got a big Snickers bar.”  I 

told him I should have walked in the parade because 

Snickers are one of my favorites and I didn’t have 

breakfast and was really hungry.  He laughed at me and 

continued down the walk with his mom.   

A short while later I felt a tug on my pumpkin apron and 

this darling little boy was handing me his big Snickers bar.  

I told him he didn’t have to do that and both he and his 

mom insisted.  I gave this little boy a pumpkin and a big 

hug.  It filled my heart with so much joy.  A shift at the 

Pumpkin Patch can be oh so good for the soul!   

http://www.pumpkinsusa.com
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We are using “easyTithe” to 
offer online giving to our church 
family.  Those who choose to 
give in this way can create a 
secure account from via 

easyTithe and set up recurring giving with selected funds, frequency, and amount.  easyTithe 
allows you to securely give via your bank account or credit/debit card.  You can give online by 
visiting the giving page on our website.  SUMC pays a monthly service fee to easyTithe, plus 
easyTithe charges us 3% for each donation made.  When giving via easyTithe, please 
considering covering the 3% transaction fee.   

You can also give via the easyTithe Mobile App. It is a simple as downloading the app to your 
smartphone and setting up your profile information in just a couple of steps.  Once setup, you can 

choose to make a one-time donation or set up recurring giving. 

WE’RE GOING ROLLING ON THE RIVER! 

Join us for the ride of a lifetime at Rolling River Rampage VBS on Aug 6 - 10 from 6-8:30 pm. All rafters, 3 

years old up to 5th grade, are encouraged to join us for a week of music, crafts, science, and Bible stories to 

help them learn that God is always with them as they ride the rapids of life. Register at SewickleyUMC.org or 

through the church office at 412-741-9430. Adults and youth, 6th grade and up, are also needed as 

volunteers.  Contact Susie Moffett or Holly Burnett with any questions and to volunteer. 

 2018 Budget 
Budgeted 

to Date 
June Year-to-date 

Expenses  263,889.67  136,476.81  18,495.70  134,268.44 

Receipts  263,893.00  124,366.69  16,418.82  132,320.14 

Overage (Deficit)  3.33  (12,110.12)  (2,076.88)  (1,948.30) 

Here’s a summary 

of the latest  

Treasurer’s Report. 

Pam Honeychurch, 

Treasurer 

By donating things you might already have around 
your home, you are able to help worthwhile causes.  
Collection containers for each of these items are 
on the long counter in the Simpson Room. 

 Pop tops from drink cans go to the local Order 

of the Eastern Star to aid their Scholarship Fund. 

 Box Tops for Education, from General Mills products and 
their affiliated brands, help the Red Bird Mission School earn free 

educational resources. 

 Tyson Project A+, labels from specially marked Tyson 
products help the Red Bird Mission School earn free 

educational resources.  Each label earns the school 24¢. 

A CONVENIENT, CONSIST ANT WAY TO HELP OUR CHURCH GROW 

https://www.sewickleyumc.org/
https://www.sewickleyumc.org/vacation-bible-school
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John A. 
Susan Aye 
Betty Beaman 
Brayden 
Jack Certain 
Johanne Charlery 
Dee Connelly 
Roger Connelly 
Susan Dobbins 

Family of Betsy Donehoo 
Lou Egenlauf 
Pat Fulton 
Bob Graham 
June Graham 
Laura Hertrick  
Linda Idecker 
Katherine Johnson & family 
Wayne Johnson 
Sam L. 
Michael Labasik 
Lemasters Family (Debbie 

Chesney) 
Barbara McCarthy 
Sara McCullough 

Brian McKay 
Family of Joe Manzinger 
Lindsay Merryman 
Jack Morrow 
Ray Morrow 
George Neiman 
John and Sandy Nelson 
Darryl Gunnison Odom 
Margaret Pedee 
Anne Robinson 
Jim Rogansky 
Mrs. Arlene Rucker 
Doug Rummens 
Morgan S. 
Regina S. 

Sam S. 
Robert Schlemmer 
Linda Shortz 
Family of Helen Smouse 
Linda Sollinger 
John Sotirakis 
Pam Squires 
Will Stewart 
Don Thomas 
Don Walker 
Barry Yant 
Laura Youngblood 
Rich Z. 
Dennis Zeveny 

June 17 – 23 marked the 12th consecutive year a mission team from 
Sewickley UMC went to serve for a week at the Red Bird Mission in 
southeastern Kentucky.  The remote region served by the Mission is 
marked by extreme poverty and high unemployment.  Many of the 
residents in the area have very little in resources other than their land 

and homes that have been in their family for generations.   

Our small, but enthusiastic, team was made of Kristine Swaney (12th 
year), Pam Honeychurch (11), Pat Grossarth (7), Jenine Furry (3) and 
Sandy Kuriger (2).  We were assigned to work at the home of 
Josephine and knew ahead of time we would be building a stoop at 
her back door and replacing her front door.  Based on the pictures of 
her home, we knew she didn’t have a handrail at her porch steps and 
thought we might be able add those to our project list. We decided to 
prepare a gift basket to give her when we arrived, to take 2 doormats 

for our finished projects, and to take a prayer pillow for Josephine.   

The evening we arrived we learned that Bob, the Red Bird Mission 
Work Camp Director, who served at the Mission for the past 10 years, 
would soon be leaving with his wife, Sue, as they were responding to 

a new call to serve at a mission in Belize.   

On Monday morning, we were ready to work and met up with our crew 
leader, James, who will be a high school senior in the fall.  This was 
his third week working at the Mission.  Off we went for the 30 minute 
drive to our worksite where we met Josephine, a frail woman who had 

just gotten out of the hospital after heart surgery. 

We jumped into our work, 
and over the next several 
days, despite the extreme 
heat and humidity, built the 
stoop, replaced the front 
door, and added handrails to 
the porch steps.  We were 
also able to teach James how 
to use a variety of tools and 

some building methods. 

Due to Josephine’s health, 
we didn’t have much 
opportunity to visit with her, although she had regular visitors 
throughout the week.  When we were finished on Friday, Josephine 
came to the porch so we could say goodbye and wish her well.  We let 
her know we placed the door mats on the new stoop and at the new 
door.  We also gave her the prayer pillow and let her know we would 
be praying for her and her family.  She was very touched by the pillow 
and said it was her favorite gift.  She also got a huge smile on her face 
as she shared that she had been telling all of her visitors that WOMEN 

did all of the work at her home and what a great job we did. 

Would you like to be part of the 2019 Red Bird Team?  Do you have a 
heart to serve?  Would you like to help others while showing love and 
acceptance?  We made a reservation to return next year during 
the week of June 9-15.  Those who would like to be part of the 
2019 team need to give a $50 deposit commitment, which is part 
of the $375 cost per team member, by September 30.  No special 
skills are required, just the desire to be in service.  If you have 
questions or would like to be part of the 2019 team, please reach out 

to one of us who just served. 
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Order by April 3 for Aril 7 pickup 

The first vigorous Operation Christmas Child inventory of the summer, conducted by the Fellowship 

of the Cross, shows areas of abundance and areas of significant need in our 2018 shoe box drive. 

August is a great time to take advantage of back-to-school sales.  It is also traditionally a 
month we devote to school supplies, and we enter the month undernourished in several of those 
areas. We need crayons and markers! We want every box to have either crayons or markers, and 

we are less than halfway toward supplying our annual goal of 100 boxes. 

Can you help? FOTC keeps a donation box in the narthex, or you can hand your contribution to any FOTC team member.  

Also, we need pens, pencils, scissors, pencil sharpeners, glue sticks and rulers (with metric measurements).   

We have more than 100 notebooks, although we can accept more if you have some to contribute. We have in the past placed multiple 

notebooks in boxes for older children. 

We also want to put paper in each box, so donations of white paper and construction paper 

are welcome. 

Beyond school supplies, we have several other needs: 

 Toothbrushes (but we cannot accept toothpaste) 

 Stuffed animals (that fit into a shoe box; gently used is acceptable!) 

 Combs 

 Adhesive bandages 

 Other possibilities are “wow” gifts for boys and girls ages 2 through 14: toys, balls, sun 

glasses, socks, hats, etc. 

 Empty shoe boxes are also welcome 

We have been generously gifted with enough bars of soap and wash cloths to supply each 

box. 

The Fellowship of the Cross, coordinating the SUMC OCC drive for the 8th year, also 
accepts financial donations. We will shop in September for items we were unable to collect. 

We will also apply financial contributions toward the $9 cost of shipping each box. 

The donation drive continues until our SUMC packing party, which will be scheduled on a Sunday in late September. Together, we have filled 

700 boxes in the past seven years and by the end of our 2018 campaign will have filled 800 boxes.  

August Collection Target 

School Supplies 

Would you be willing to drive a sparkling sedan, 
a glistening truck, a gleaming van, to enable a 
deserving child in a challenged environment to 
receive a gift-wrapped shoebox full of school 

supplies and other prizes in the name of Jesus? 

Come to the car wash. Connect with a child. 

The Fellowship of the Cross is hosting a FREE 
CAR WASH from 10 am until 2 pm on August 
4 in the SUMC parking lot. Financial donations 
will be accepted and everything contributed will be applied to our 2018 
Operation Christmas Child project.  The cost of shipping each box is $9, so 

traffic at the car wash is vital. 

In the past seven years, we have contributed 700 shoe boxes to OCC. 

We need church family, friends and neighbors to bring cars to the car wash. 

We also need Sunday school students – pre-K through 12th grade – to assist 
us in the car wash.  All are welcome, and all are invited to bring a friend. 
Come for at least an hour. We will teach you to use a hose, a sponge and, 

perhaps, window cleaner.  

For more information, see Bill Utterback (412-913-6251) or any member of 

Fellowship of the Cross. 

Please write to our 

Shut-ins and keep 

them in your prayers.  

The church office can 

provide you with 

contact information. 

Marge Anderson 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Virginia Harriger 

Marian Lippert 

B.J. Manzinger 

Pat Rudy 

Patricia Smith 

Bonnie Stoicovy 

Shirley Sye 
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Faith fits. It dissolves differences, bridges 
borders, connects hearts, comforts fears and 
conforms to every possibility we present. It 
extends to faces in places beyond 

imagination. 

Luke tells us that the love of God, the Light of 
Jesus, is intended for “all the people” and “all 
nations” and will extend to “the ends of the 
earth.”  But, sometimes, we need to see this 

glorious elasticity for ourselves. 

So, we mission. We stand, more than 20 of 
us, Americans and a handful of translators, in 
the bed of truck as it bounces along a dirt 
road in the central plains of the Dominican 
Republic. Fields of sugar cane stretch to the 
horizon in every direction. No buildings. No 

trees. No signs. No people. 

We pull off the road three times to 
accommodate tractors or pickup trucks pulling 
long trains of harvested cane on carts. The 
drivers, always alone, smile and wave. Our 
truck struggles to free itself from a ditch and 
we wonder, if stranded, who would come, 
when would they come, where would we tell 

them to find us? 

At the end of the road, in a ragged clearing 
unmapped and unmarked by a “Welcome to” 
sign, we find a village of 20 or 30 one-story 
homes, a baseball field, a small store and a 

one-room church. 

On the ballfield, after a lop-sided loss to the 
home team, we ask some young men if they 
believe in Jesus. Two of them, perhaps the 
youngest, without hesitation, raise their 
hands. And my heart jumps because I know, 
anywhere, it is difficult for young men to admit 
they believe in front of friends who, perhaps, 
do not yet believe. But as they raise their 
hands, I am reminded again that Luke’s words 
are true. The Love and the Light have 

reached this end of the earth. 

I embraced the boys who raised their hands 
and praised their faith, then I embraced the 
ones who said they knew of God, and would 
try to attend church more often. I hope our 
encouragement persisted beyond the 
afternoon. I trust Jesus, and the missions that 

follow us, to tend the seedlings. 

In the church, we sing and dance and 
celebrate God’s love for all of us. The old and 
the young. The tall and the short. The boys 

and the girls. The Americans and the 
Dominicans, from different cultural and 
economic circumstances, from opposite ends 
of the earth. All loved. All standing in His Light 

at this end of the earth.  

The day ends as we sing Michael W. Smith’s 
“Open the Eyes of My Heart,” led by our 
Dominican translators in Spanish, with joy, 
bouncing, hands in the air. And tears fill my 
eyes again as I recall our SUMC team taking 
this song, in Spanish, to the churches in San 
Jose, Honduras, another end of the earth. 
And here it comes back to me, as if the same 
current that lit the village in the Honduran 
mountains is lighting this village in the cane 

fields.        

The scene is repeated in six villages, across 

six days, in early July. Always, faith fit.  

I travelled with a group of youth and adults 
from St. Philip’s Church in Moon Township. 
We partnered with people from Waynesburg, 
Erie, Pittsburgh and Murrysville to form a 
team of almost 30 hosted by the Meeting God 
in Mission (MGM) base in Hato Mayor, a 

small city on the edge of the cane fields. 

MGM (gomgm.org) ministers to more than 40 
villages in the central Dominican Republic, 
conducting medical missions, building 
projects and community gardening projects . 
Groups visit through the summer, and in 
January, and can choose the projects that fit 

their team. 

We chose to conduct a one-day VBS, which 
drew children and adults in some of the 
village. The adults sang with us, colored with 

us, made beaded jewelry with us. 

In four of the villages, we played baseball 
against the local youth. The games drew 
crowds, in part, because the lack of 
equipment makes opportunities for baseball 
scarce. We left equipment I gathered here 
with the youth in one village, and then we 
prayed, holding hands in a circle, in the 
infield. The circle grew as older men and 
young children joined us. The prayer was in 
Spanish, so I’m not sure what it included, but I 
am positive it was heard, around the village 

and beyond. 

In one village, we gifted the kids with 
backpacks full of school supplies. A friend, 
also in children’s ministry, said “this must be 
what it feels like to hand out (Operation 
Christmas Child) shoe boxes.” The boys were 
especially impressed by the notebooks, 
holding them open on their laps and turning 

blank page after blank page. 

In other villages, we distributed T-shirts and 

beach balls.  

Worship was amazing. We had a worship 
service each morning in the mission, and then 
visited three one-room churches around the 
city of Hato Mayor. Two of the churches 
served Haitian immigrants. In one of them – 
with tree branches as roof beams and canvas 
tarps as roofing – the pastor led us in “I have 
decided to follow Jesus,” another song we 

took to San Jose. 

In an evening service, a full-house sang “I am 
a child of God” in 3 languages simultaneously: 
English, Spanish and Haitian Creole, all 
strong and distinctive. It provided a small but 
reassuring taste of the “all people” and “all 

nations” that Luke mentioned. 

In one of the Haitian churches, we sang 
“Reckless Love,” with the lyric that Jesus 
“leaves the 99” to find the one lost sheep. 
Dan, a home-schooled high school graduate 
travelling with us, stood and said he once 
wondered what happened to the 99 left 
behind. He asked, he said, in prayer and was 
answered. “They followed,” he shared with us. 
And every jaw dropped as we realized that 
when He goes looking for the missing one, we 
go with Him, we mission, “even to the ends of 

the earth.” 

As we left the Dominican Republic, I told two 
of my teammates that I felt as though I were 
taking more from the country than I left. We 
go to serve and encourage and love, but we 
return encouraged and loved and more 
certain in our faith and place and purpose 

than ever. 

“Whatever you take from here,” one of the 
men said, “you’ll give away in a hundred other 
places.”  And I know that in all the places I try 

to give it away, it will fit. Faith always fits.  

A thank you:  I would like to thank everyone 
in the SUMC family who prayed for me before 
and during my trip. I was aware and 
encouraged by you throughout the 

experience.   

And I would like to thank my friend Grace, for 
her prayers and for encouraging everyone in 
the 9 am service to pray for me. She knew 
what I needed, and she had confidence that 
you would respond.  I was lifted by her 
conviction, and I hope all of us follow Grace’s 
lead and ask for prayer, for ourselves and 
each other, in times of growth and challenge 

and joy, as well as in times of distress.  

Bill Utterback 

http://gomgm.org/
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August 2018 

September 6 

October 4 

November 1 

December 6 

January 3 

February 7 

March 7 

April 4 

May 2 

June 6 

The SUMC monthly luncheons will resume Thursday, September 6th, from 11 am -1 pm.  I am honored and blessed to be a part of 

such a hardworking team!  It is truly amazing how God works through us serving our neighbors in our community. If you have 

never attended, you are missing out on a unique fellowship experience, not to mention a delicious buffet!  As always, we welcome 

new participation in donating salads and helping the day of each luncheon.   

The monthly luncheons began in 1994 under the leadership of Pat Rudy when they were called the “Clock Tower Luncheons.”  At 

the time, the church’s clock tower was in major need of repair and the luncheons began as one of a number of ways to help raise 

funds for the clock tower repairs.  After the 1996 restoration, the luncheons continued with the funds raised going into the church’s 

General Fund. 

The luncheons happen thanks to the generous donations of homemade salads and those who are able to help before, during and 

after each luncheon.  And, we are blessed with many wonderful friends and neighbors in the community who come and enjoy each 

luncheon.  In addition to the many wonderful salads that are donated by members and friends of SUMC, Nancy Shuluga has been 

making the fabulous desserts and Pastor Russel rises early in the morning to make his very popular, delicious homemade rolls. 

We have a great time working together and getting to know each other.  If you are looking to get involved in our church community, 

this is the perfect opportunity!!! I am praying that I will receive some calls 

from you!  Please contact Belinda at 412-708-9966. 

Our luncheons (1st Thursday of the month) dates for the 2018-2019 

season are to the right. 

Enjoy the rest of your summer !  See you all soon. 

Blessings, Belinda Resler 

Luncheon Coordinator 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

2 3 
7 PM AA 

4 
10 AM - 2 PM 

Operation 

Christmas 

Child 

Carwash 
5 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School Meeting 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
2 PM Learning Tree New 

Parent Orientation 

6 

 

7 
8 PM AA 

8 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

12 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

13 
6:30 PM Finance 

Committee 
6:30 PM Trustees 
8 PM Council 

Meeting 

14 
7 PM Nurture 

Meeting 
8 PM AA 

15 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

16 17 
7 PM AA 

18 

19 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

20 
7 PM Safety and 

Security 

Committee 

21 
8 PM AA 

22 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

23 24 
6 PM Friday Night AA 

Anniversary 

Dinner 

25 

26 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
10 AM Sunday School Meeting 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

27 28 
8 PM AA 

29 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

30 
Center for Hope 

Dinner 

31 
7 PM AA 

 

V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  
A u g u s t  6 — 1 0 ,  6 — 8 : 3 0  p m  


