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Last month my mother and I attended the funeral of my father’s 
cousin Mike Papincheck. Mike’s mother and my paternal 
grandmother were sisters. Mike lived in Sewickley since the 
1940’s. The funeral was held at St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church in Ambridge.  

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church is the home church of my 
father and his family. My parents were married in the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church and, in fact, my mother signed papers that all 
of the children from their marriage would be raised in the 
Orthodox Church. My father was not an active church 
participant and my mother, being raised Methodist (now United 
Methodist) and active in her home church, raised us in that faith 

tradition. 

As I sat there listening to the funeral liturgy, a 27 page booklet 
(but who was counting), I could not help but think how my life 
would be different if my father had been an active church 
member and we were reared in the Ukrainian Orthodox 
tradition. The style of worship is very different than that of the 
United Methodist. The interior of the sanctuary is far more 

ornate – beautiful, but different. 

As I looked around, I could easily tell by the 14 people in 
attendance, my mother and I were the only ones who were “not 
at home.” Everyone else knew the liturgy and I could see this 

was very much home for them. 

My first thought was, I could never be an Orthodox Priest 
because he chants the whole service and with my singing 
voice…well you know what I mean. But there were other 

aspects of the worship experience that intrigued me. 

The whole worship experience was far more “high church.” 
Since I did not fully understand the practices of their worship 
style, I researched some of their practices. One I found 
interesting was that it is not proper to cross your legs in 
worship. The explanation was that we cross our legs to get 
comfortable and one should never be relaxed and comfortable 

in the presence of the Almighty. 

The priest did some things that we would find very odd. One 
was the placing of a paper crown around the deceased’s head 
and he rolled up a piece of paper and placed it in Mike’s hand. I 

went looking for answers as to this custom. This is what I found: 

“The paper band on the forehead signifies a crown of glory or 
victory; just as a runner in the ancient Olympics received a 
crown of victory for completing the race successfully, so too the 
departed are crowned in victory for completing life’s course. 
The lettering on the crown is usually the prayer, ‘Holy God, Holy 

Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.’ 

The paper placed in the hand of the deceased is a prayer 
known as the ‘Prayer of Absolution.’ The priest reads this 
prayer at the end of the funeral service, during which he 

proclaims that the sins of the departed are forgiven.” 

At the conclusion of the service, we were all invited to pass by 
the open casket, but before doing this we passed by the priest 
who was holding a cross. We watched as each person stopped 
and kissed the cross. I found this very interesting and again 
went looking for answers. This is what I learned: “At the 
conclusion of each liturgy it is customary to kiss the life-giving 
cross as a sign of thanks for Christ’s sacrifice on the cross for 

all humanity.” 

I came away from this worship experience reminded that there 
are various styles of worship for the same God. No one style is 
any more correct than another. This worship experience has 
also reinforced the fact that our feeling at home in a particular 

church is often dependent upon how we were reared. 

The important thing is that we come together and worship, 
however that takes shape and form. God is deserving of our 

worship. God deserves the very best we have to offer. 

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with 

reverence and awe. (Hebrews 12:28-29 NIV) 

I look forward to worshiping our great God with you. 

Blessings, 

 

 

Pastor Russel 
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NURSERY FACELIFT NEEDED! 

It has been a long time since our church 
nursery was updated and the time has 
come to do something about it.  A group of 
volunteers will come together over the 

summer (before the Sunday School year starts) to do some self-help work, 
including painting and making the flooring more child friendly.  Also, we 
would like to replace some of the toy storage shelving and make the 
nursery a more visually welcoming space, with a focus on making it a safe 

place for our precious little ones. 

If you would like to volunteer to help with the nursery self-help work, please 

let Jenine Furry (our Trustee Chair), Pastor Russel, or the office know. 

Your tax-deductible donations are being sought to help cover the costs of 

the improvements.  Please mark your donations “Nursery.” 

Rural Life Special Offering - Sunday, August 13th.  The Rural Life offering 
supports ongoing small membership church ministries within our Western 
Pennsylvania Annual Conference.  Of the 830 churches in Western PA, more than 
half have attendance of less than 50 persons weekly. The Parish and Community 
Development Team offers grants to such churches, enabling them to create new 
ministries.  Additionally, all WPA Annual Conference churches may access 

Demographic Materials to help support and encourage new ministries throughout our Annual Conference. 
Mark your gift "Rural Life" and include it with your regular offering or use the special envelopes available at the information table at 

the back of the Sanctuary. 

To Pam Mayo, Bill Utterback, and the charming gardeners 

of the Fellowship of the Cross: 

You brighten our days and terraces with your beautiful 

flowers that make our hearts blossom too..  What a 

wonderful service it 

is that you do for us 

each year!.  We 

thank God for you 

and your gift that 

keeps on giving all 

summer long. 

We would like you to know..........we think of you where 

the flowers grow. 

The residents of the Union Aid Building. 

RALLY DAY!!! AUGUST 27 @ 10 AM 
(One combined service for this Sunday) 

Rally Day is the day we have chosen to welcome the congregation and introduce 
(or reintroduce) you to the various committees and service opportunities SUMC 
has to offer. This will be kicked off with a combined worship service at 10 am, 
followed by a potluck luncheon in the Simpson Room at 11 am.  Hot dogs with lots 
of fixings will lead the refreshments, with strawberries, ice cream, and cake for dessert.  Please bring a side for the table.  We will 
eat outside on the side lawn if the weather permits. 

This will be an excellent time to meet and mingle with the whole congregation and have some fun to start off the SUMC program 

year.  

Call Donna Sawhill 412-264-6652 or Pat Grossarth 412-741-6208 with questions about the fellowship potluck. 

Worship and Nurture Committees 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER MEETING — On Sunday, August 13 at 10 am, the Sunday School 
teachers are meeting to prepare for the start of the Sunday School year, which begins on 
September 10.  There will be classes for preschoolers, children, youth and adults.  The nursery is 

open during Sunday School.  There is a place for everyone!   

In Christ,  

Rev. Jim and Wilma Hamilton, Education Chairs 
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Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities  -  August 2017 

August 6, 2017 
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism (11 am) 

Charlotte Aurelia Clyde 

A/V:  Lou Ann Scott (9 am) 
Volunteer Needed(11 am) 

Liturgist:  Carole Ford 

Lectionary Readings 
Genesis 32:22-31 Psalm 17:1-7, 15 (UMH 749) 

Romans 9:1-5 Matthew 14:13-21 

August 13, 2017 
Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism (11 am) 
Nicholas Jaxon Garofalo 

Sheltered with Love 

A/V:  Sandra Lane (9 am) 
Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Liturgist:  Brad Jones 

Lectionary Readings 
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 Psalm 105: 1-6, 16-22, 45b  

Romans 10:5-15 Matthew 14:22-33 

August 20, 2017 
Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 

A/V:  Volunteer Needed(9 am) 
Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Liturgist:  Barry Lewis 

Lectionary Readings 
Genesis 45:1-15 Psalm 133  

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28 

August 27, 2017 
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

Rally Day 

One Blended Service at 10 am 

A/V:  Sandra Lane 

Liturgist:  Bola Nicholson 

Lectionary Readings 
Exodus 1:8-2:10 Psalm 124  

Romans 12:1-8 Matthew 16:13-20 

DISCOVER YOUR STRENGTH IN GOD! 

Join Sewickley UMC for VBS Hero Central! 

This free superhero adventure experience 
includes energetic music, interactive bible fun, 
super science, cool crafts, hands-on mission 

hero work, delicious snacks, great games, and 
more.  

The fun runs August 7—11, 6 to 8:30 pm.  

Register online (sewickleyumc.org)  
or call 412-741-9430 for more information. 

Hope to see you there, heroes! 

Serving Pre-K through 5th grade. 

https://www.sewickleyumc.org/#vacation-bible-school
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

SEWICKLEY YMCA SUMMER 
MEAL PROGRAM – It is not too late 
to help with the Thursday meal 
being provided by Sewickley UMC 
to the Summer Meal Program at the 
YMCA.  The meal is free and offered 
to those 18 and under each 
weekday from 1-3pm.  Our church 
will prepare and serve the meal 
on Thursdays.  If you would like to 
volunteer to prepare or serve, 
contact Martha Boward.  We head to 
the YMCA around noon to set up.  If you would like to donate 
toward the food costs, please mark your gift “Y Meal” and 

include it with your regular offering. 

FOURTH SUNDAY FOOD PANTRY 
COLLECTION — Look for the grocery cart on 
August 27th and help local families with food 
insecurities meet their needs.  School will be 
starting soon - let's make sure local children 
have proper nutrition, which will help with 
learning.  August's suggested non-perishable 
items are: cereal, oatmeal, cereal bars, juice, 

and healthy snack options. 

To raise money for SUMC's 
seventh-annual Operation 
Christmas Child campaign, 
the Fellowship of the Cross 
is hosting a car wash on 
Saturday, August 5 from 
10 am to 2 pm in the church 
parking lot. The car wash is 
free but financial donations 
will be accepted to meet 
shipping costs for the OCC 

shoeboxes. The cost of shipping each box has risen from $7 to 
$9 this year.  Gifts to fill the boxes - toothbrushes, school 

supplies and small gifts - will also be accepted. 

Sunday school families are invited to participate in the car 
wash. Students and their parents and friends are needed to 
help wash cars, as well as create and post signs and spread 
the word. See Bill Utterback, Pamela Mayo or any member of 

the FOTC team for more information.  

The SUMC family has filled and shipped 600 shoe boxes in the 
past 6 years. Those boxes have reached children in Africa, 
Europe, Central America and the Caribbean, as well as 
countries that cannot be identified because of delicate political 

situations. 

JOHN AND CATHY RUG 
MISSIONARY WORK – Sewickley 
UMC was blessed to have John 
and Cathy speak on July 16th about 
their work in Chile.  Cathy 
graduated high school with Pastor 
Russel and Nancy Shuluga.  John 
spoke of reaching out to those with 
disabilities, especially the blind (his 
seeing eye dog joined him at the pulpit). Cathy spoke about her 
quilt evangelism ministry and how teaching quilting with a little 
Gospel lesson thrown in has made a difference in the lives of 
those who attend the quilt ministry.  The free will offering, plus 
funding from the Outreach Committee, allowed Sewickley UMC 
to gift $1,020 to John and Cathy for use in their ministries.  
Thank you to all who contributed.  If you would like to read 
more about John and Cathy’s work, information cards are 
available in the back of the sanctuary.  You may also fill out the 
bottom of that to sign up to receive prayer letters or to donate 

financially to the ministry. 

THE NYADIRE CONNECTION 
(TNC) AND BROTHER’S 
BROTHER FOUNDATION 
(BBF) “FRIEND-RAISING” 
EVENT – On Thursday, 
September 21st from 4-8 pm, the “friend-raising” event will be 
held beginning at Calvary UMC on the Northside and 
concluding at BBF just a very short walk from Calvary.  
Attendees will learn more about TNC and about the partnership 
that it has with BBF.  BBF operates a warehouse where 
scavenged medical and educational supplies are collected, 
sorted and shipped to impoverished countries.  TNC has 
partnered with BBF to send ocean containers to Nyadire.  The 
$25 donation will cover the cost of the appetizers and desserts 
at both Calvary and BBF.  Sewickley UMC has been supporting 
TNC with our Lenten Fines.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 
learn more about both TNC and its partner BBF.  To make your 
reservation, go to nyadire.org/friendraiser.html. You will be 
asked to select whether you want to start your evening at 
Calvary or BBF.   See the most recent newsletter from TNC at 

nyadire.org/newsletters.html. 

NURTURE COMMITTEE FALL 
PLANNING MEETING — There will be a 
meeting on Wednesday, August 23 at 7 
pm, in the library for the Nurture 

Committee and friends of Nurture.   

http://www.nyadire.org/friendraiser.html
http://www.nyadire.org/newsletters.html
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CHILDREN’S CHURCH will be 
starting Sunday, Sept. 3. Now is 
the time to volunteer and create 
the time that works for you! Please 
contact Andrea Lewis, our Children’s 
Church coordinator, at 412-259-8601 
or bamrl@hotmail.com, or by filling out the form on the table in 
the back of the sanctuary. Children's Church is seeking 
volunteers to help our children, ages 4 through 5th grade, learn 
about our faith by participating in themed activities and videos 
each Sunday during the 11am service during the school year.  
We are seeking a 1 time a month commitment, although you 

can volunteer more! 

SEWING PARTY FOR NYADIRE 
GIRLS EMPOWERMENT 
PROJECT - On September 10th, 
from 3 to 6 pm, in Mt. Lebanon 
UMC Asbury Center, you are 
welcome join in creating the kits that are shipped to Nyadire.  
Last year, a group from Sewickley UMC helped to sort fabric, 
cut fabric, and assemble the kits.  The assembled kits contain 
not only the fabric to make feminine hygiene pads, but also 
necessary thread and needles, plus underpants, soap and 
ziploc bags.  Simple sewing machines are also shipped as they 
become available.  If you would like to join the Sewing Party, 
please let Martha Boward know.  Carpooling may be possible.  
Sewickley UMC continues to collect underpants for older girls, 

for inclusion in the kits.  The collection box is in the Narthex. 

WELCOME TO OUR BIRTHDAY CLUB — Everyone is invited 
to celebrate each other’s birthdays 
on the 3rd Tuesday of every other 
month in the church library at noon.  
It doesn’t have to be YOUR birthday. 
Bring your own lunch; beverages 
provided.   NO GIFTS — JUST 

CARDS — NO RESERVATIONS NEEDED.  Upcoming 
meetings are Tuesday, September 19th, to celebrate 
September and October birthdays, and Tuesday, November 

21st, to celebrate November and December birthdays. 

HELP WITH THE CENTER FOR 
HOPE MEAL — Please join our 
volunteers who will cook and 
serve a delicious home cooked 
dinner for the guests at Center 
for Hope in Ambridge on 

Thursday, August 31.  You can 
donate a cake, milk, juice, green salad 
makings, or fruit.  Please contact 

Donna Sawhill to help. 

LOCAL DISASTER RESPONSE - Recent 
storms have flooded a number of local areas.  
Our Pittsburgh District UMC Disaster 
Response coordinator Fred Watts has put out 
the call for volunteers for several areas.  If you 
are willing and able to assist, please contact 
Fred Watts (412-913-3631 or fcwatts@verizon.net). If you 
would like to donate funds, mark “local floods” on your gift and 

include it with your regular offering. 

EARLY DISASTER RESPONSE 
TEAM TRAINING - There are two 
upcoming opportunities to become 
certified as an UMCOR Early 
Response Team member to assist in 
disaster recovery - this training is to 
qualify to lead a disaster response team; it is not required to be 
a part of a response team. The group from Ingomar church who 
trained in January had opportunities to serve in their own 
community, as well as recently assisting a homeowner in 
Brentwood. Individual assistance is often the greatest need 
until disaster strikes a wider area as it did in Connellsville last 
summer. Areas of the Carolinas, Virginia, and West Virginia are 
still calling for assistance. A training session is scheduled at 
West Washington UMC on September 16th.  Register via  

wpaumc.org/disasterresponse. 

RUMMAGE SALE 
DONATIONS NEEDED — 
The UMW Fall Rummage 
Sale will be held on Friday 
and Saturday, September 
8 and 9.  Friday hours are 
from 5 to 8 pm. Saturday 

hours are from 8 am to noon.  Please place your gently used, 
clean items in the Potato Room.  (The Potato Room is located 
on the lower level of the church building just oppose the 
kitchenette and counter at the foot of the stairs. After entering 
the building via the ramp door off the parking lot, immediately 
take the stairs to your right.  At the bottom of stairs turn left then 
make an immediate right  to face the large basement room.  To 
your right, you will see a white door, which is the entrance to 
the Potato Room.)  We appreciate your donations of clothing, 
books, kitchen items, white elephant items and household 
goods, but please do not share your electronics, exercise 
equipment or computers with us.  Additionally, if you have an 
hour or two on Saturday (noon to 2 pm), we would appreciate 
your help with the clean-up. Clean-up involves removing price 
stickers, packing items into boxes or bags and loading the 
boxes and bags into vehicles.  All proceeds support UMW 

mission projects on the local, national and international levels. 

NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS, Continued 

mailto:fcwatts@verizon.net
mailto:fcwatts@verizon.net
mailto:fcwatts@verizon.net
mailto:fcwatts@verizon.net
http://www.wpaumc.org/disasterresponse
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If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list, 
please let the office know.  We don’t want to leave anyone out of special wishes.  

RED BIRD MISSION TRIP 2018 

Do you have a heart to serve?  Would you like to help others 

while showing love and acceptance?  Would you like to be 

part of the 2018 Red Bird Team?  Sewickley UMC will send a 

team to Red Bird Mission again next year during the week of 

June 17.  Red Bird changed their policy and each person 

must now pay a $50 deposit, which is part of the $375 cost 

per team member, within 60 days of making a reservation.  

This means anyone who would like to be part of the 2018 

Red Bird Team needs to make a decision soon, as our team 

deposit will need to be sent near the end of August 2017.  

Men, teens and women are all welcome.  No special skills are 

required.  If you have questions or would like to be part of the 

2018 team, please reach out to one of us who just served in June — Kristine Swaney, Sandy Kuriger, Donna Sawhill, Jenine 

Furry, Pat Grossarth, Pam Honeychurch, Laura Hess or Belinda Resler. 

The September UMW dinner 
meeting will be held in the 
Simpson Room on Monday, 
September 18 at 6 pm.   Please 
bring a dish of your choice to 
share. All are welcome to attend.  
We would enjoy the pleasure of 
your company for fellowship and 
"catching-up" with each other after 
our summer break. 

The pumpkins are coming! Mark you calendar 
for September 30 at 9 am for unloading of our 

special orange cargo!  See you there! 



AUGUST 2017 MINUTES 

(7) 

The United Methodist Church shares a common history and heritage 

with other Methodist and Wesleyan bodies. The lives and ministries 

of John Wesley (1703–1791) and of his brother, Charles (1707–

1788), mark the origin of their common roots. Both John and Charles 

were Church of England missionaries to the colony of Georgia, 

arriving in March 1736. It was their only occasion to visit America. 

Their mission was far from an unqualified success, and both returned 

to England disillusioned and discouraged, Charles in December 

1736, and John in February 1738. 

Both of the Wesley brothers had transforming religious experiences in 

May 1738. John’s heart “was strangely warmed” at a prayer meeting 

on Aldersgate Street in London. In the years following, the Wesleys 

succeeded in leading a lively renewal movement in the Church of 

England. As the Methodist movement grew, it became apparent that 

their ministry would spread to the American colonies as some 

Methodists made the exhausting and hazardous Atlantic voyage to 

the New World. 

Organized Methodism in America began as a lay movement. Among 

its earliest leaders were Robert Strawbridge, an immigrant farmer 

who organized work about 1760 in Maryland and Virginia, Philip 

Embury and his cousin, Barbara Heck, who began work in New York 

in 1766, and Captain Thomas Webb, whose labors were instrumental 

in Methodist beginnings in Philadelphia in 1767. African Americans 

participated actively in these groundbreaking and formational 

initiatives though much of that contribution was acknowledged without 

much biographical detail. 

To strengthen the Methodist work in the colonies, John Wesley sent 

two of his lay preachers, Richard Boardman and Joseph Pilmore, to 

America in 1769. Two years later Richard Wright and Francis Asbury 

were also dispatched by Wesley to undergird the growing American 

Methodist societies. Francis Asbury became the most important 

figure in early American Methodism. His energetic devotion to the 

principles of Wesleyan theology, ministry, and organization shaped 

Methodism in America in a way unmatched by any other individual. In 

addition to the preachers sent by Wesley, some Methodists in the 

colonies also answered the call to become lay preachers in the 

movement. 

The first conference of Methodist preachers in the colonies was held 

in Philadelphia in 1773. The ten who attended took several important 

actions. They pledged allegiance to Wesley’s leadership and agreed 

that they would not administer the sacraments because they were 

laypersons. Their people were to receive the sacraments of baptism 

and the Lord’s Supper at the local Anglican parish church. They 

emphasized strong discipline among the societies and preachers. A 

system of regular conferences of the preachers was inaugurated 

similar to those Wesley had instituted in England to conduct the 

business of the Methodist movement. 

The American Revolution had a profound impact on Methodism. John 

Wesley’s Toryism and his writings against the revolutionary cause did 

not enhance the image of Methodism among many who supported 

independence. Furthermore, a number of Methodist preachers 

refused to bear arms to aid the patriots. 

When independence from England had been won, Wesley 

recognized that changes were necessary in American Methodism. He 

sent Thomas Coke to America to superintend the work with Asbury. 

Coke brought with him a prayer book titled The Sunday Service of the 

Methodists in North America, prepared by Wesley and incorporating 

his revision of the Church of England’s Thirty-Nine Articles of 

Religion. Two other preachers, Richard Whatcoat and Thomas 

Vasey, whom Wesley had ordained, accompanied Coke. Wesley’s 

ordinations set a precedent that ultimately permitted Methodists in 

America to become an independent church. 

In December 1784, the famous Christmas Conference of preachers 

was held in Baltimore at Lovely Lane Chapel to chart the future 

course of the movement in America. Most of the American preachers 

attended, probably including two African Americans, Harry Hosier and 

Richard Allen. It was at this gathering that the movement became 

organized as The Methodist Episcopal Church in America. 

In the years following the Christmas Conference, The Methodist 

Episcopal Church published its first Discipline (1785), adopted a 

quadrennial General Conference, the first of which was held in 1792, 

drafted a Constitution in 1808, refined its structure, established a 

publishing house, and became an ardent proponent of revivalism and 

the camp meeting. 

As The Methodist Episcopal Church was in its infancy, two other 

churches were being formed. In their earliest years they were 

composed almost entirely of German-speaking people. The first was 

founded by Philip William Otterbein (1726–1813) and Martin Boehm 

(1725–1812). Otterbein, a German Reformed pastor, and Boehm, a 

Mennonite, preached an evangelical message and experience similar 

to the Methodists. In 1800 their followers formally organized the 

Church of the United Brethren in Christ. A second church, The 

Evangelical Association, was begun by Jacob Albright (1759–1808), 

a Lutheran farmer and tilemaker in eastern Pennsylvania who had 

been converted and nurtured under Methodist teaching. The 

Evangelical Association was officially organized in 1803. These two 

churches were to unite with each other in 1946 and with The 

Methodist Church in 1968 to form The United Methodist Church. 

By the time of Asbury’s death in March 1816, Otterbein, Boehm, and 

Albright had also died. The churches they nurtured had survived the 

difficulties of early life and were beginning to expand numerically and 

geographically. 

From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church - 2012 

UNITED METHODIST ROOTS (1736–1816) 
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September 7 

October 5 

November 2 

December 7 

January 4 

February 1 

March 1 

April 5 

May 3 

June 7 

The SUMC monthly luncheons will resume Thursday, September 7th, from 11 am -1 pm.  I am honored and 
blessed to be a part of such a hardworking team!   

It is truly amazing how God works through us serving our neighbors in our community. If you have never 
attended, you are missing out on a unique fellowship experience, not to mention a delicious buffet!  As 
always, we welcome new participation in donating salads and helping the day of each luncheon.   

The monthly luncheons began in 1994 under the leadership of Pat Rudy when they were called the “Clock 
Tower Luncheons.”  At the time, the church’s clock tower was in major need to repair and the luncheons 
began as one of a number of ways to help raise funds for the clock tower repairs.  After the 1996 
restoration was completed, the luncheons continued and the funds raised now go toward the church’s 
General Fund. 

The luncheons happen thanks to the generous donations of homemade salads and those who are able to 
help before, during and after each luncheon.  And, we are blessed with many wonderful friends and 
neighbors in the community who come and enjoy each luncheon.  In addition to the many wonderful salads 
that are donated by members and friends of SUMC, Nancy Shuluga has been making the fabulous 
desserts and Pastor Russel rises early in the morning to make his very popular, delicious homemade rolls. 

We have a great time working together and getting to know each other.  If you are looking to get involved in 
our church community, this is the perfect opportunity!!! I am praying that I will receive some calls from you!  
Please contact Belinda at 412-708-9966. 

Our luncheons (1st Thursday of the month) dates for the 
2017-2018 season are tothe right.  

Enjoy the rest of your summer !  See you all soon. 

Blessings, Belinda Resler 
Luncheon Coordinator 

An evening with delicious food from around America, followed 
by a White Elephant Auction, will be held on Saturday, 
September 23, from 5:30-10 pm.   

The evening will begin in host homes where small groups will 
gather for appetizers and time to visit.   

Later, everyone will gather in the Simpson Room for salad 
and homemade regional cuisine. 

The evening will culminate with desserts at the home of Hurst 
and Diane Bartley, where Diane will leave us all laughing as 
she runs the auction.   

This fun evening is open to adults and is $10 per person.  
Consider bringing a friend.  Everyone is encouraged to bring 
a “white elephant” gift for the auction.   

The proceeds from the auction will benefit the Building of Faith Fund, by going directly toward the principal 
on the sanctuary renovation loan. 

You won’t want to miss this fun time.  Look for more details in the weekly announcements.  Belinda Resler, 
Donna Sawhill and the church office can help with any questions you might have. 

FOOD NEWS AROUND THE USA 

 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER! 
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Shanika and Sherika lived in rural Jamaica, twin daughters of a couple who worked in 
sugar cane fields and had little to provide for their children’s education. Once, the 
girls’ father broke a pencil in half, and sharpened the points with a knife, so the girls 
would each have something to take to school. He tore a notebook in half so they 

would each have paper. 

At age 8, they received shoeboxes from Operation Christmas Child at school. Their 
gifts included combs, toothbrushes, pencils and pencil sharpeners, crayons and 

coloring books. 

The best gifts, they wrote in an article on the Operation Christmas Child website, 

were full-sized notebooks that did not need to be shared or torn. 

“The boxes of gifts ultimately reflected the goodness of Christ, showing us that the 
Lord graciously provides for us. We felt God’s love for us as we received them,” they 

wrote. 

The shoeboxes were presented with booklets that introduced Jesus and the Gospel 

promises. 

“We read the booklet in Sunday School and together as a family before we went to 

bed. The lessons, which we read over and over, were such a blessing and comfort to us.” 

In August, the Fellowship of the Cross is asking the SUMC family to contribute school supplies to our 2017 campaign. Pens, 
pencils, sharpeners, crayons, markers, erasers, scissors, paper and notebooks 
are needed to include in each box we fill.  Look for the back-to-school sales going 

on to stretch your giving. 

Contributions of personal health items and small toys will also be accepted, as 
well as financial contributions to cover the $9 shipping fee for each box. The 
SUMC family has shipped 600 shoeboxes in the past six years. Gifts can be 
delivered to the FOTC box in the narthex, or to Pamela Mayo, Bill Utterback or 

any member of the OCC team. 

 2017 Budget 
Budgeted 

to Date 
June Year-to-date 

Expenses  261,574.27  138,477.89  18,261.91  138,656.50 

Receipts  261,574.27  125,087.18  16,501.72  126,979.10 

Overage (Deficit)  0.00  (13,390.71)  (1,760.19)  (11,677.40) 

Here’s a summary of 

the latest Treasurer’s 

Report: 

Pam Honeychurch, 

Treasurer 

August Collection Target 

School Supplies 

There are four major Deuteronomic Prophets.  Amos came first.  He articulated the concept 
of "monotheism".  There is only one God over all creation, rather than a pantheon of Gods for 
each people.  The kings and priests were no longer responsible for people's religion, each 
individual believer was responsible.  There weren't going to be kings and priests anymore.  
He cursed corruption, oppression, and hypocrisy. Although Jonah was not a major prophet, 
he demonstrated that YHWH was actually even God over the Assyrians. The Northern Kingdom didn't abide by Amos' 
warnings, so they were hauled off to Assyria and a few came back to found Samaria. Micah did persuade the people of 
Judah, and even Jerimiah paid him homage.  Hosea believed that Israel was YHWH's bride. They were no longer a child 
under kings and priests, they were a community who loved YHWH because they chose to.  Finally, Isaiah convinced Good 

King Hezekiah that the only way to stand up to the Assyrians was to put his trust in YHWH.  And it WORKED!  

Come watch the hand of the Holy Spirit reveal Gods will to us. We meet in the library between services unless there's ice 
cream in the Simpson Room. 
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Alice 
Lisle B. 

Marcy B. 
Family of Ron Barber 

Hurst Bartley 
Ruth Beshero 
Barb Beukema 

Darrel Black 
Dee Connelly 

Donna Cymbalak 
Melody Dean 

Jodi Dolin 
Julie Donaho 
Lou Egenlauf 

Don Evanchko 
Sarah Gladwell 
Allen Gleason 

June Graham 
Josie Greco 

Atleah Grubb  
Nate Hatfield 
Laura Hertrick  
Jodi Hoenke 

Janna 
Jeff and Jodi 
Kristen Johns 

Katherine Johnson 
Wayne Johnson 

Rev. Sandy Jordan 
Janet Kallan 
Grace King 

Lee Knepshield 
Clark Leiphart 
Pat Leiphart 

 
Dixie Lemasters 

Garrett Lemasters 
Marian Lippert 
Joe Lombardo 
Donna Macaul 
Michelle Malito 

Sara McCullough  
Scott McDonough 

Brian McKay 
Don Moore 

Mary Ann Moore 
John Nelson 

Sandy Nelson 
Gary P. 

Patty Payne 
Cleo Pfeifer 

Cori Reasoner 
Jim Rogansky 

Ryan 
Karen S. 

Ed Sawhill 
Jeremy Schiable 
Rachel Shuluga 

Renee Shutak 
Gale Siddall 

C.R. “Bob” Simpson 
Dorothy Smith 

Bonnie Stoicovy 
Sandy Stroebel 

Renate Tabet and family 
Don Thomas 
Renee Tobias 
Philip Tolorica 

Emil Valsimidas 
Charles Wilson 
Michael Woods 

Bob Yant 
Dennis Zeveny 

Jacob Zickefoose 

Please write to our 
Shut-Ins and keep 

them in your prayers. 

The church office can provide you with contact 
information. 

Marge Anderson 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Joe & B.J. Manzinger 

Helen Smouse 

Shirley Sye 

CLEARANCES 

To comply with Pennsylvania law, all volunteers, age 18 

and older, who work with children must have clearances 

on file in the church office that are less than 5 years old.  

We cannot have volunteers without current clearances 

help with nursery, Vacation Bible 

School, Sunday school, Kid's 

Night Out, etc.  If you need to get 

clearances so you can participate 

in ministry for children or youth, 

please contact Kim Benjamin or 

the church office. 

Congratulations to Aimee Scott and Chris Thornton 
who were married on Saturday, June 10, 2017 at 

Sewickley United Methodist Church. 
Aimee has grown up in Sewickley UMC and is our 

Youth Group Leader.  She is the daughter of  
Lou Ann and Shawn Scott, granddaughter of  
Dana and Bob Yant, sister of Kelly Herman,  

and aunt of Willa and Clara Herman.  Chris is the son 
of Linda and Ron Thornton of Hopewell. 
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August 2017 

Michael & Kimberly Jehle 8/4 

Kevin & Lori Yurkovich 8/6 

Ashleah & Nick Martinez 8/7 

Frank & Dawn Cannister 8/10 

Bola & Willie Nicholson 8/13 

Don Thomas & Joe Lombardo 8/18 

Tom & Fay Wright 8/22 

Ruth & Roger Thomas 8/29 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

8 PM AA 

2 

6:30 PM Leap 

of Faith 

3 4 

7 PM AA 

5 

10 AM - 2 PM 

FOTC Car 

Wash for 

OCC 

6 

9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 

11 AM Traditional Worship 

7 

 

8 

8 PM AA 

9 

6:30 PM Leap 

of Faith 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

13 

9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

10 AM Sunday School 

Teacher Meeting 

11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 

11 AM Traditional Worship 

14 

6:30 PM 

Finance 

Committee 

6:30 PM 

Trustees 

8 PM Council 

Meeting 

15 

8 PM AA 

16 

6:30 PM Leap 

of Faith 

17 18 

6 PM AA 

Anniversary 

Dinner 

19 

20 

9 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

11 AM Fellowship of the 

Cross 

11 AM Traditional Worship 

2 PM Learning Tree Parent 

Orientation 

21 22 

8 PM AA 

23 

6:30 PM Leap 

of Faith 

7 PM Nurture 

Committee 

Meeting 

24 25 

7 PM AA 

26 

27 

10 AM Combined Worship 

& Rally Day 

11 AM Fellowship 

28 

7 PM Marketing 

Committee 

Meeting 

29 

8 PM AA 

30 

6:30 PM Leap 

of Faith 

31   

V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  

A u g u s t  7 — 1 1 ,  6 — 8 : 3 0  p m  


