
SEWICKLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

From The Pastor’s Heart 

April 2018 Minutes 

At a recent Continuing Education event, the instructor asked us to think of an image that best 
summed up our understanding of Jesus. Many reached back to their childhood days in little country 
churches where they remembered specific pictures which hung in the sanctuary or a Sunday school 
classroom. I thought about the picture of Jesus praying in the Garden of Gethsemane which hung on 
the side wall of my little United Methodist Church in Hillsville. In this picture, which I looked at for 20 
plus years, I see the agony on the face of our Savior as he kneels in prayer just hours before the 
horrific events of what we call Holy Week. In his anguish we get a glimpse of his love and the 

lengths Jesus is willing to go to save us.  

Another man said it was a picture of Jesus calming the storm.  

For another, it was a picture of Jesus with many sheep surrounding him. 

Someone else reported it was the picture of Jesus with a little sheep around his shoulders. 

What’s not to love about a soft, cuddly lamb? 

We all agreed that it was this picture of Jesus, who recklessly leaves the 99 to go look for that one 

lost little lamb, that gives evidence that it is Jesus’ desire to not lose even one of his little sheep. 

Our Wednesday Bible Study classes are studying, “The Storm Inside” by Shelia Walsh. Shelia is a 

prolific author. In one of her books, “Loved Back to Life” she writes the following….  

“I grew up in Scotland with sheep all around me, field after field of white wool and incessant crying 
echoing throughout pastures. Of all the lessons I have learned from these defenseless, gentle 

animals, the most profound is the most painful. 

Every now and then, a ewe will give birth to a lamb and immediately reject it. 

Sometimes the lamb is rejected because it is one of twins and the mother doesn’t have enough milk 
or she is old and, frankly, quite tired of the whole business. If the lamb is returned to the ewe, the 

mother may even kick the poor animal away. 

They call those lambs “bummer lambs.” Unless the shepherd intervenes, that lamb will die. So the 
shepherd will take that little lost one into his home and hand-feed it from a bottle and keep it warm by 

the fire. He will wrap it up with soft blankets and hold it to his chest 
so the bummer will hear a heartbeat. When the lamb is strong, the 
shepherd will place it back in the field with the rest of the flock. “Off 

you go now, you can do this, I’m right here.” 

The most beautiful sight to see is when the shepherd approaches 
his flock in the morning and calls out to them, “Sheep, sheep, 

sheep!” 

The first to run to him are the bummer lambs because they know 
his voice. It’s not that they are more loved; it’s just that they believe it. I am so grateful that Christ 

calls Himself the Good Shepherd. 

He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. After he has gathered his own flock, he 

walks ahead of them, and they follow him because they know his voice. (John 10:3-4 NLT) 

I am a bummer lamb. Chances are you are too. Continued next page 
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I’ve come to accept the fact that I’ll be broken as long as I’m on 
this earth. I used to think that at some point God would fix me 
and my testimony would be a great story for other people. I 

don’t think that will be true anymore. And I’m at peace. 

I think most of us will carry with us the reminders of being 
broken. We bear scars from a painful divorce, the loss of a 
loved one, the grip of addiction, the negative report from the 
doctor. Oh, God will help and strengthen us in the process. We 
will learn a lot more. And we’ll have a greater understanding 
and empathy for each other because of it. But until we see 

Jesus face-to-face, we’ll be broken. 

But this is no longer the bad news; it’s the best news! . . . 

We can dare to believe Him. We can dare to immerse 
ourselves in His love. We can dare to stay so close to Him that 
we never forget the sound of His gentle voice.” 

–Sheila Walsh, “Loved Back to Life,” page 207 

We are all broken. But we have a Great Shepherd who will 

relentlessly search for us until he finds us and brings us home 

Dorothy A. Thrupp writes in her beautiful hymn, “Savior, Like a 

Shepherd Lead us”: 

Thou hast promised to receive us, 
Poor and sinful though we be; 
Thou has mercy to relieve us, 

Grace to cleanse and power to free. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! We will early turn to thee. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! We will early turn to thee. 

Do you know the sound of his voice as he calls you by name? 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Russel 
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From The Pastor’s Heart, continued 

NATIVE AMERICAN SPECIAL SUNDAY OFFERING — APRIL 15TH 

One tribe in North America has told this story for centuries:  when people “pale as birch” crossed the great water in large canoes, 
they brought with them “The Black Book.”  However, the bringers of the physical Book could not have known what it would mean 

and look like to be Native and a follower of Jesus.   

Today Native Americans—with many unique languages, many unique cultures—honor their heritage, and live as Jesus-followers, 
led by a rotation of primarily Native American pastors.  Most Americans today recognize that the history following the arrival of the 
large canoes bore little resemblance to the one all Christians identify as Creator. That’s why the people of The United Methodist 
Church, Native and non-Native, are creating a new history. Through Native American Ministries Sunday, we’re able to equip and 
empower Native American pastors, congregations and seminary students to do what only they can do: authentically worship and 

serve Jesus. 

As a member of The United Methodist Church, your gift, on this day, equips Native congregations—like New York’s Onondaga 
Nation UMC and Nebraska’s Native American Sacred Winds 
congregation—to worship and serve as only they can.  This work, and 

hundreds of other ministries, are possible because you give. 

When you support Native American Ministries Sunday, you equip 
seminary students who will honor and celebrate Native American culture 
in their ministries. And you empower congregations that are finding 
fresh new ways to minister to their communities with the love of Christ.  
Dr. Richard Twiss, a member of the Sicangu Lakota Oyate from the 
Rosebud Sioux Reservation in South Dakota, asked: “Will we be 
allowed to develop new ways of doing church that honor God’s 
purposes for the creative expression of our cultures? Will new ministry 
partnerships and coalitions form? Will you help be a part of this 

wonderful process of reconciliation, restoration and release?” 

Say “Yes!”  Use the provided envelope on April 15th, mark “Native 
American” on your check or envelope, or use EasyTithe to donate to this 
special offering. 
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Contemporary Worship Service:  9 am 

Sunday School for all ages:  10 am (September—May) 

Traditional Worship Service:  11 am 

Worship Opportunities  - April 2018 

 

April 1, 2018 
Easter Sunday 

Ecumenical Sunrise Service 
Sewickley Cemetery Chapel at 6:30 am 

Liturgist:  Martha Boward 

A/V: Volunteer Needed (9 am) 

Pam Honeychurch (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Exodus 20:1-17 Psalm 19 (UMH 750) 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 John 2:13-22 

April 8, 2018 
Second Sunday of Easter 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

for Megan Guzma during 11 am Service 
Sheltered with Love 

Handbell Choir during 11 am Service 

Liturgist:  Travis Sollinger 

A/V: Lou Ann Scott (9 am)  

Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Acts 4:32-35 Psalm 133 (UMH 850) 

1 John 1:1-22 John 20:19-31 

 

April 15, 2018 
Third Sunday of Easter 

Liturgist:  Warren Kinneer 

A/V: Sandra Lane (9 am) 

Kim Benjamin (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Acts 3:12-19 Psalm 4 (UMH 741) 

1 John 3:1-7 Luke 23:36b-48 

April 22, 2018 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Liturgist:  Mike Pedee 

A/V: Sandra Lane (9 am) 

Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Acts 4:5-12 Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137) 

1 John 3:16-24 John 10:11-18 

April 29, 2018 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Liturgist:  Donna Sawhill 

A/V: Volunteer Needed (9 am) 

Volunteer Needed (11 am) 

Lectionary Readings 
Acts 8:26-40 Psalm 22:25-31 (UMH 752) 

1 John 4:7-21 John 15:1-8 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

Bible Study meets in the church library and is led by Pastor Russel.  For the convenience of those 
participating, there are two meeting times:  9:30 am and 7 pm.  We meet September through May.  Join us 
anytime! 

 
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 

A SMALL GROUP STUDY ABOUT THE BIBLE AND THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY 

As our church continues to warmly accept and actively involve our LGBTQ brothers and sisters in the 
life and ministry of our congregation, it is important that we understand what the Bible states about 
homosexuality and love, the stance of the United Methodist Book of Discipline, and the current 
activities of The Way Forward Commission and other groups. This 5-week study, led by Mitchell 
Hortert, will be held at the home of Jack and Susie Moffett on Sunday evenings from 7 to 8:30 pm, 
beginning April 15th. Please see the website, or speak to Mitchell, Jack, or Susie, for further details. 
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

MONTHLY SALAD LUNCHEON — Our 
monthly Salad Luncheon is Thursday, April 
5 from 11 am to 1 pm. Proceeds support 
the General Fund.  Please consider 
donating your homemade salads for the 
salad luncheons as we have run low the 

past several months. Salads should be brought to the Simpson 
Room by 10 am on the day of the luncheon. They may also be 
brought on Wednesday evening during the Leap of Faith 
practice.  Want to volunteer to help? Volunteers are always 
welcome!  Belinda Resler, our luncheon coordinator, is 
looking for someone to donate deviled eggs.  She also has 
other suggested salads.  If you would like to donate an item, 
or would like to volunteer to work at our luncheons, please 
contact Belinda. 

LENTEN FINES 2018 — The Western PA 
Annual Conference has a strong connection 
with the Nyadire Connection (TNC) in 
Zimbabwe.  This year, Lenten Fines, which 
help us count our blessings, are being 
collected and applied to the Vision Program 
through TNC.  95% of the people in Nyadire 
have never had any help with their vision. 
Whether they are 8 or 88 years old, no one 
has checked their eyesight or provided them with any vision 
care.  TNC’s vision team has conducted eyeglass clinics that 
have served over 2,500 patients at Nyadire United Methodist 
Mission, and the more remote health clinic locations of Dendera 
and Nyahuku in Zimbabwe. The Lenten Fines will help continue 
this important work.  Lenten Fines should be brought to 
church by April 8th.  Even if you aren’t following the Lenten 
Fine Calendar, your donations to Nyadire are welcome.  Please 

mark your fines & donations “Lenten Fines.” 

FOURTH SUNDAY FOOD PANTRY 
COLLECTION – Look for the cart in the 
sanctuary on April 22nd or in the Simpson 
Room Hallway at other times.  Your generous 
donations help local families served through the 

Sewickley Community Center Food Pantry. 

FILM CLUB — We can’t have of year of movies associated 
with Pittsburgh without celebrating Gene 
Kelly! Please join us on Saturday, April 14 at 
6 pm, when we gather to watch An American 
in Paris.  This 1951 movie won 6 Oscars and 
also stars Pittsburgh native Oscar Levant.  
We meet in the parlor, and enjoy fellowship 
and discussion.  Everyone is welcome! 

WORLD VISION IN-KIND 
WAREHOUSE WORK 
DAYS – Mark your 
calendars for Saturday, 
April 7th and Saturday, 
May 5th!  Adults and youth, age 14 and older, are invited to 
work both or either day.  SUMC will help process donated items 
from 9 am to Noon on both days.  Sign-up sheets and required 
registration forms are in the back of the sanctuary. 
Transportation is not provided; participants may form carpools, 
if desired – plan to arrive at the warehouse by 8:45 am, in order 
to ready to work at 9 am.  Youth do not have to be 
accompanied by an adult, but must have appropriate paperwork 
completed, arrive at the World Vision in-kind warehouse by 
8:45 am, and have transportation arranged for noon.  The 
warehouse is located at 210 Overlook Drive, Sewickley, PA 
15143.  Please address any questions to Martha Boward, 

Outreach Chair. 

SEWICKLEY COMMUNITY 
FOOD BANK EASTER 
BAGS – Thank you to 
everyone who generously 
packed bags for the food 
bank families or provided funds with which to purchase the gift 

cards.  19 bags were delivered to the food bank! 

WHODUNITS FOR BOOK CLUB — Mysteries 
are on the bill for the April 3rd meeting. Read 
the Whodunit of your choice. We meet at 7pm 

in the parlor. 

TEA TIME WITH MUSIC — The 
Sewickley Music Club will meet at 
SUMC on Tuesday, April 10th. The 
Nurture Committee needs help with 
finger sandwiches and small cookies. 
Please contact Donna Sawhill or Pat 

Grossarth if you would like to help.  

CAMPERSHIPS READY FOR YOUTH — 
Fantastic camp experiences are available 
for children, youth and families at the 
three wonderful United Methodist Camps 
in Western PA:  Camp Allegheny, Wesley 
Woods and Jumonville.  Brochures for 

each are available in the back of the sanctuary.  Thanks to the 
generosity of those who came to the Lenten dinners, $100 
camperships are available for our children and youth who plan 
to attend a United Methodist camp this summer. Please contact 

Pam Honeychurch to arrange for your child’s campership.   
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CELEBRATING OUR 

GRADUATES 

We are looking for our church 
family High School and College 
graduates.  We will honor them 
during a worship service in June.  Please inform the church 
office, Sandra Lane or Warren Kinneer, of anyone not listed 

below who is a 2018 graduate.   

Our high school graduates are Erik Johnston, Allison 
Lenhardt, Jarod Leonberg, Jacob McCoy, Felicity Moffett, 

Hailey Shaffer, and Emily Zeanchock. 

Katherine Burnett, Emily Erkert, Julia Gittins, Sydney Lane, 
Rebecca Lewis, Ciara Resler, Savannah Resler, and Ben 

Utterback are graduating from college. 

If a name is misspelled please notify us so we can make the 

correction.   Best wishes to all students. 

The UWM Spring Day Apart 
District Meeting will be held on 
Saturday, April 7th at the 
Coraopolis UMC beginning with 
registration at 8:30 am and 
ending with lunch at Noon.  
Anyone wishing to carpool should contact Kristine Swaney (412-
741-2092) or Jim Hamilton (724-266-1473). 
 
The UMW will meet for lunch and a business meeting on 
Sunday, April 15th after the traditional service in the Simpson 
Room.  All women are welcome to join us. Please bring a side 
dish to share. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hurst Bartley 
The Black Family 
Brett 
Jack Certain 
John Chandler 
Dee Connelly 
Family of Donna Cymbalak 
Susan Dobbins 

Jack Dolin 
Jodi Dolin 
Steven Dolin 
Lou Egenlauf 
Dan Gittens 
JAS (medical) 
Josie Greco 
Laura Hertrick  
Jeff and Jodi 
Katherine Johnson 
Wayne Johnson 
Michael Labasik 
Lemasters Family (Debbie 

Chesney) 
Marian Lippert 

Donna Macaul 
Reggie March 
Barbara McCarthy 
Sara McCullough  
Brian McKay 
De Mogyorosi 
Steven and Alice Moore 
Jack Morrow 
John and Sandy Nelson 
Darryl Gunnison Odom 
Margaret Pedee 
Jim Rogansky 
Mrs. Arlene Rucker 
Doug Rummens 
Nick S. 

Mary Sardello 
Ed Sawhill 
Renee Shutak 
C.R. “Bob” Simpson 
Family of Pam Smith 
Linda Sollinger 
John Sotirakis 
Will Stewart 
Renee Tobias 
Don Walker 
Family of Eddie Wiggins  
Michael Woods 
Barry Yant 
Family of Bob Yant 
Dennis Zeveny 

WELCOME TO NEWCOMERS 
BRUNCH — All new members and 
visitors to SUMC are invited to 
brunch on Sunday, April 22nd at 
10 am. Come to our Fellowship 
Hall, the “Simpson Room” between 
services.  Please RSVP to Donna Sawhill or Pam 

Honeychurch. 

CALLING ALL VETERANS — We want 
to recognize you for your service and 
sacrifice on May 27.  If we don’t have 
your photo, either in uniform or civilian 
clothes, please bring your photo to the 

office for scanning or sent it to secretary@sewickleyumc.org. 

NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

Please write to our Shut-Ins and 
keep them in your prayers.  The 

church office can provide you with 
contact information. 

 

Marge Anderson 

Paul Collier 

Mignon Emmert 

Renee Gittins 

Joe & B.J. Manzinger 

Pat Rudy 

Rachel Shuluga 

Patricia Smith 

Helen Smouse 

Bonnie Stoicovy 

Shirley Sye 
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Orders are due by Sunday, 
April 22 and will be ready 

for pickup May 3-6. Include 
payment with your order or 
pay when you pickup your 

soup or hummus. 

APRIL 2018 MINUTES 

SOUP & HUMMUS SALE FOR THE BUILDING OF FAITH 

All proceeds from this sale will go toward the principal on the building loan. 

Give your order to the office or put in the offering plate. 

Name:   __________________________    Phone Number:  _____________________________  

Include payment with your order or pay when you pickup your soup or hummus. 

Payment:    Cash Amount:  ______  or   Check (made to SUMC) # ________ Total Amount Enclosed:  _______ 

Choices 
Indicate quantity below 

$9 Quart $6 Pint 

Stuffed Pepper Soup   

Wedding Soup   

Lentil Soup (vegetarian/vegan)   

Sandra’s Hummus (vegetarian/vegan) $5 for ½ pint 

HERITAGE SUNDAY 

We will celebrate Heritage Sunday on 
Sunday, April 29.  As we gather for 

fellowship after the 11 am service, we will 
celebrate this year with the theme of 

common foods. Just about every nationality, 
country and ethnic group eat RICE, BEANS 

and CHICKEN….so this year, prepare a 
dish that represents your heritage and let us 

know if it is served at a special time/
occasion. There will also be a box where 

you can add the recipe to share with others. 

(Caution, Beano will not be supplied!). 

Bola N. & Dorothy J. 

Emma Marie Miller received the 

sacrament of Holy Baptism on 

March 11, 2018.  She was born on 

June 20, 2017, in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania.  Emma is the 

daughter of Eric and Amanda 

Miller, and sister of Christian. 

Emma's grandparents are 

Lawrence and Patricia Miller, 

Sara Johnston Kolcun, and 

Steven G. Kolcun. 

Welcome to the family!   
Congratulations to Mitchell Hortert and 
Markus on the official adoption of their 

son, Cameron Alexander Hortert. 

Cameron, Markus, Ethan and 

Mitchell (l-r) on adoption day 
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A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY 
comes on Sunday, April 29, 

which is a “5th Sunday.” 
Each time there is a 5th Sunday 
in a month, it is our opportunity 

to give extra to help to pay down 
the principal on the sanctuary 

loan, which is currently at nearly 
$200,000. Mark your special 

offering “BOF,” use a Building 
Fund envelope or give via 

easyTithe. 

We are using “easyTithe” to offer online giving to our church family.  Those who choose to give in this way 
can create a secure account from via easyTithe and set up recurring giving with selected funds, frequency, 
and amount.  easyTithe allows you to securely give via your bank account or credit/debit card.  You can 
give online by visiting the giving page on our website.  SUMC pays a monthly service fee to easyTithe, plus 
easyTithe charges us 3% for each donation made.  When giving via easyTithe, please considering 
covering the 3% transaction fee.   

You can also give via the easyTithe Mobile App. It is a simple as downloading the app to your smartphone 
and setting up your profile information in just a couple of steps.  Once setup, you can choose to make a 
one-time donation or set up 
recurring giving. 

CALLING ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH!!! 

KID’S NIGHT OUT is held on Tuesdays starting at 6 pm.  All 
children and youth, kindergarten through high school are welcome.  
Bill Utterback and Susie Moffett lead the children, and Aimee Scott 
and Johnathan Burnett lead the youth.  Wilma and Rev. Jim 
Hamilton also help lead the programming and Donna Sawhill leads 
the dinner crew. (If Quaker Valley schools have a snow 
cancellation, KNO will be cancelled that evening.) Invite a 

friend and come and be prepared for an evening of . . . 

Fun, food and fellowship 

Activities and recreation 

Inspiring dialogue 

Teaching God’s Word 

Holy experiences 

Here’s the schedule: 

Elementary aged 
kids 

6:00—6:45 
Bible Study 

6:45—7:30 
Crafts and games 

Middle School 
Youth 

6:00—7:15 
Youth Group/ 
Bible Study 

7:15—8:00 
Wesley Chorale 

High School 
Youth 

6:00—7:15 
Youth Group/ 
Bible Study 

7:15—8:00 
Wesley Chorale 

The family of Robert “Bob” Yant would like to thank 
everyone for their kind words of comfort during our recent 
loss.  The funeral luncheon prepared for family and 
friends was wonderful.  The ladies of the church outdid 

themselves. 

A special thank you to Pastor Russel for his beautiful 
tribute to our husband, dad, grandfather and great 
grandfather.  It is so comforting to be a member of a 
church family that is so caring, loving and giving.  Thank 

you all so much.  

The MEMORIAL SERVICE 
FOR PAM SMITH will be 
held on Friday, April 20 at 
1 pm, with a meal following 
in the Simpson Room.  
Please contact Pat 
Grossarth if you can provide 
a salad or dessert.  Pam 
was very fond of our salad 
luncheons and loved cherry 

pie, apple pie, brownies and cake. 

https://www.sewickleyumc.org/
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Amid tumult of 1968, a church came together 

By Heather Hahn | UMNS 

The year 1968 convulsed with assassinations, riots, war in Vietnam and student 
protests against that war. The Troubles revved up in Northern Ireland, and Soviet 

tanks rolled into Czechoslovakia. 

At a time when it seemed much of the world was violently splitting apart, a group of 

Wesleyan Christians peacefully and joyfully were coming together. 

On April 23, 1968, two bishops followed by two children, two youths, two adults, six 
ordained ministers, two church officers and finally all 10,000 people present joined 

hands and repeated in unison: 

“Lord of the church, we are united in thee, in thy church, and now in The United 

Methodist Church. Amen.” 

With those words in a Dallas auditorium, the 750,000-member Evangelical United 
Brethren Church and the 10.3 million-member Methodist Church became one church. The merger also brought people together in 

another way: marking the official dissolution of the Methodist Church’s racially segregated Central Jurisdiction. 

Amid a tumultuous year — just weeks after the assassination of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. — a new United Methodist Church 

was born. 

“It felt like the restoration of the Methodist movement,” said the Rev. Joseph Evers, a Methodist delegate to the 1968 Uniting 

Conference. He is now 91 and lives in Quincy, Illinois. 

Reaching unity required years of effort and a commitment to address racism that remains a work in progress. 

The Rev. Gilbert H. Caldwell, newly named as a district superintendent at the time, was among the demonstrators at the doorway to 
the Uniting Conference promoting integration. They held signs silently reminding delegates the church still had work to do. Caldwell's 

sign quoted the title of King's final book: "Where Do We Go from Here... Chaos or Community?" 

"We knew even though we eliminated the Central Jurisdiction, issues of race and racism were still there," he said. 

As The United Methodist Church celebrates its 50th birthday, church historians see lessons for a denomination facing questions of 

unity anew. 

The early leaders of what would become The United Methodist Church had close ties. They just took more than a century to bind. 

Philip Otterbein, the German-born co-founder of the United Brethren in Christ, was friends with Francis Asbury, Methodism’s 
pioneering bishop. In fact, Otterbein participated in Asbury’s ordination at the 1784 Christmas Conference, the event that marked the 

founding of the Methodist church in America. 

Jacob Albright, founder of what became known as the Evangelical Association, came to Methodism through a class meeting and 
began preaching and forming classes of his own among fellow German-speaking Americans. However, a lack of cooperation from 

English-speaking Methodists led both Otterbein’s and Albright’s followers to organize their own denominations. 

Language differences weren’t the only source of division. U.S. Methodism during its first century saw a structural split about once 
every decade, wrote noted church historian, the Rev. Russell E. Richey. Most dramatically, northern and southern Methodists ruptured 

over slavery in 1844. 

By the early 20th century, John Wesley’s spiritual descendants had gone from breaking up to making up — but at great cost. 

In 1939, three Methodist denominations reunited to form what was then the largest Protestant denomination in the U.S. But to make 

that union possible, Methodist Protestant clergywomen had to surrender their clergy rights. 

Most notoriously, the Methodist Episcopal Church South required the creation of the Central Jurisdiction, which enshrined the 

segregation (and attendant second-class treatment) of African-Americans in the new denomination’s constitution. 

The merger of the United Brethren and Evangelical Church in 1946 featured its own setback. While the United Brethren approved full 
clergy rights for women in 1889, the Evangelicals wanted to halt the ordination of women altogether. While never an official ban, 

women’s ordination slowed greatly in the resulting union. 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CELEBRATING 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

Lay adult members Emma Tousant of the 
Evangelical United Brethren and J.P. Zepeda of 

the Methodist Church shake hands as part of the 
uniting ceremony that marked the formation of 

The United Methodist Church in 1968. 

Continued next page 
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Order by April 3 for Aril 7 pickup 

Nonetheless, members of both denominations continued to push for a church 

more in keeping with Jesus’ prayer in John 17:21 that believers “will be one.”  

Efforts to end the Central Jurisdiction date from its inception. Methodists and 
Evangelical United Brethren also began making movements toward union just 

months after the EUB formed. 

“The mid-20th century marked a broad movement toward church unity,” said 
the Rev. Thomas E. Frank, a historian of Methodism at Wake Forest 

University in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 

At the same time the Methodists and Evangelical United Brethren were talking, other denominations embarked on similar dialogues 
that would lead to the formation of the United Church of Christ in 1957, the Presbyterian Church (USA) in 1983, and the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America in 1988. 

The path to The United Methodist Church wasn’t without roadblocks. Bishops from both denominations in 1957 identified possible 
impediments to union, said the Rev. Ted Campbell, church history professor at Southern Methodist University’s Perkins School of 

Theology in Dallas. 

One issue was that the Methodist Church gave bishops life tenure while the Evangelical United Brethren had term limits. The list also 
included the size difference between the two churches, the manner of selecting district superintendents, overlapping church agencies, 

and finding a name that would honor the heritage of both denominations. 

To make the union happen, the two denominations made compromises. United Methodists in the U.S. adopted the Methodist practice 
of life tenure for bishops. The Evangelical United Brethren’s Council on Ministries structure was adopted, and is still used to coordinate 

ministries at the local church and other levels of the denomination. The word United also became part of the new church’s name. 

The Central Jurisdiction was not on the initial list of trouble spots, Campbell pointed out, but that came later. 

The Evangelical United Brethren — following petitions from the church’s Illinois Conference — ultimately made abolishing the 
segregated institution a condition for union, said the Rev. J. Steven O’Malley. He was an ordained EUB pastor at the time of the 

merger and now a professor at Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky. 

“This move reflects longstanding EUB opposition to segregation and, before that, slavery,” he said. 

Four years before the union, Methodist conferences within the Central Jurisdiction began transferring to geographical jurisdictions. 

“By 1964, there were just so many of us who thought segregation was wrong and that the Central Jurisdiction was an anomaly in the 

Methodist Church because our theology didn’t support segregation,” said Evers, the Methodist delegate. “But it lasted too long.” 

In a reversal of what happened in prior mergers, the 1968 union also assured women the right to be ordained and have full clergy 
rights, said the Rev. Patricia Thompson. She is the author of “Courageous Past — Bold Future: The Journey Toward Full Clergy Rights 

for Women in The United Methodist Church.” 

However, the church sometimes struggled to live up to its teachings.  Retired Bishop Susan W. Hassinger, who came out of the EUB 

tradition, was ordained in 1968. She waited two years for her first appointment, which was only part-time. 

Hassinger and other church leaders say the denomination can learn from its union. Those lessons seem especially relevant as the 
church prepares for a special General Conference in 2019 where delegates will face questions of whether attitudes toward 

homosexuality should be church-dividing. 

“People had to listen to each other across differences and learn how to value the other,” said Hassinger, now bishop-in-residence at 

United Methodist Boston University School of Theology. 

O’Malley thinks the church can benefit from its Evangelical United Brethren heritage by taking a more “irenic” approach to 

conferencing, church order and social principles — that is, an approach aimed at reconciliation and peace. 

The Rev. Ian Straker, a former Howard University School of Divinity professor who has researched both the church split over slavery 

and the Central Jurisdiction, has yet another lesson in mind. 

While uniting a church is hard, he said, breaking up is even harder. The split in 1844 was not as simple as the amicable declaration 

made at that year’s General Conference. 

“Stuff was tied up in litigation for decades,” he said. “It made a bunch of lawyers happy, but it was not neat and easy.” 

Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist News Service.  Contact her at (615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org.  

Continued from previous page 
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 2018 Budget 
Budgeted 

to Date 
February Year-to-date 

Expenses  263,889.67  44,006.90  24,367.07  47,009.08 

Receipts  263,893.00  39,835.46  20,359.06  37,852.19 

Overage (Deficit)  3.33  (4,171.44)  (4,008.01)  (9,156.89) 

Here’s a summary 

of the latest  

Treasurer’s Report. 

Pam Honeychurch, 

Treasurer 

SUNDAY SCHOOL — CLASSES FOR EVERYONE! 

Sunday School, under the direction of Christian Education Directors Rev. Jim and Wilma Hamilton, is held 

each Sunday at 10 am.  Everyone, preschool through adult, is encouraged to join in study, discussion and 

fellowship.  Below is a list of the classes, along with locations and leaders.  All of the children and youth 

classes meet in the Sunday School rooms in the basement, with the preschool meeting in the nursery. 

Preschool 

Susie Moffett 

Kindergarten & 
1st and 2nd Grades 

Bill Utterback & Rev. Jim Hamilton 

3rd, 4th and 5th Grades 

Roberta Davis & Wilma Hamilton 

Middle School 
Rev. Barry Lewis & Johnathan 

Burnett 

High School 

Jack Moffett & Mitch Hortert 

“Explorers” (in the Library) 

Roger Thomas and Mark Benjamin 

Focuses on Biblical study 

“Searching for Jesus” (in the Parlor) 

Bola & Willie Nicholson 

Focuses on contemporary Christian issues 

Good Grief!  The Explorers’ Class hasn’t reported to you since Christmas!  Good King Hezekiah 
was resurrected from death!  He followed Isaiah’s instructions to clean the idols out of Jerusalem, 

and woke in the morning to find three entire Assyrian armies dead in the field! 

It took us weeks to read an adequate sampling of Isaiah.  How he saw YHWH personally fill the 
entire temple!  How he recognized that his wife was equal as a prophetess.  How he saw the 

coming of a “future king.”  A king who would be called; “Wonderful!”, “Counselor!”, “Mighty God!”, Eternal Father!”, “Prince of 
Peace!”  He would “base his power on right and justice.”  “YHWH is determined to do all this!”  It was Isaiah who ascertained that 
even the Assyrian armies were an instrument of YHWH.  It was Isaiah who anticipated “the Peaceable Kingdom.”  When the 

Israelis returned from Exile, it was Isaiah to whom they referred. 

Uzziah became King at 16 and thrived as long as Zechariah ministered onto him.  But when he decided that he was also the High 
Priest, Elohim infested him so he had to spend the rest of his life with a dread disease.  Manasseh became King at 12, and 
believed in everything that glittered.  No prophets advised him.  The Assyrians stuck hooks in his nose and led him away.  His 
prayer from prison is kept in the Jerusalem Bible.  He came back to the throne, and restored the Temple from all the damage he 

had done. 

Zephaniah lived shortly before Josiah became King in 640 BCE.  Like each of the Deuteronomic prophets, he was exasperated by 
the corruption, oppression and hypocrisy he saw around him.  He foresaw that Elohim would restore a new Israel who would “do 

no wrong to anyone, tell no lies, nor try to deceive.”  They will convert the nations. 

Josiah was only eight when he became King.  He was 16 when he began cleansing the idols, not just from Jerusalem, but all the 
way through what was once the Northern Kingdom.  Jeremiah arrived on the scene.  Josiah was 28 when First Deuteronomy was 
discovered in the Temple trash.  Huldah, a woman prophet, told Josiah and the priests to make a covenant with YHWH like the 

one Moses made 600 years earlier. 

Now the Explorers are waiting to study Deuteronomy and Jeremiah.  In the spring 2013, Shirley Sye challenged us to study the 
Bible all the way through.  We’ve made our way through Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 
Kings, 1 Chronicles, Amos, Micah, Jonah, Hosea, 1 Isaiah and Zephaniah.  As we finish 2 Kings & 2 Chronicles we are 
approaching Deuteronomy and Jeremiah.  We watch the hand of Elohim reveal to each generation as much as they can 
understand at the time.  We do this in the library between services, and invite you to come. ~~ Roger Thomas 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
EASTER SUNDAY 

6:30 AM Ecumenical Sunrise 

Service 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 

9:30 AM Youth Choir 

10 AM Sunday School 

11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

2 3 
6 PM Kid's Night Out 

7 PM Book Club 
7:15 PM Wesley 

Chorale 

8 PM AA 

4 
9:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 
7 PM Bible Study 

5 
11 AM - 1 PM Salad 

Luncheon 

6:15 PM Handbells 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

6 
7 PM AA 

7 

8:30 AM UMW 

Spring Day 

Apart 

9 AM World 

Vision Work 

Day 

8 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 

9:30 AM Youth Choir 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 

11 AM Traditional Worship 

9 
6:30 PM Finance 

Committee 
6:30 PM Trustees 
8 PM Council 

Meeting 

10 
12 PM Women's 

Music Club 
6 PM Kid's Night Out 
7:15 PM Wesley 

Chorale 
8 PM AA 

11 
9:30 AM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

7 PM Bible Study 

12 
6:15 PM Handbells 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

13 
7 PM AA 

14 
6 PM Film Club 

15 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
9:30 AM Youth Choir 
10 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 
12 PM UMW Luncheon & 

Meeting 

7 PM Bible Study 

16 17 
6 PM Kid's Night Out 
7:15 PM Wesley 

Chorale 

8 PM AA 

18 
9:30 AM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

7 PM Bible Study 

19 
6:15 PM Handbells 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

20 
1 PM Memorial 

Service for Pam 

Smith 

7 PM AA 

21 
8 AM - 3 PM 

Private 

Workshop 

22 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
9:30 AM Youth Choir 
10 AM Sunday School 
10 AM Welcome Brunch 
11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 

11 AM Traditional Worship 

7 PM Bible Study 

23 

7 PM Private Event 
24 
6 PM Kid's Night Out 
7:15 PM Wesley 

Chorale 

8 PM AA 

25 
9:30 AM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Leap of 

Faith 

7 PM Bible Study 

26 
6:15 PM Handbells 
7:30 PM Chancel 

Choir 

27 
7 PM AA 

28 

29 
9 AM Contemporary Worship 
9:30 AM Youth Choir 

10 AM Sunday School 

11 AM Fellowship of the Cross 
11 AM Traditional Worship 

12 PM Heritage Sunday 

Fellowship 

7 PM Bible Study 

30           

If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list, 
please let the office know.  We don’t want to leave anyone out of special wishes.  


